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Rev. Jane McCaig, centre, of St. Thomas Anglican Church, assisted by Pat McNally, right, 
carries the wooden cross at the ecumenical Procession of the Cross service which was 
held at Stittsville United Church in Stittsville last Friday, March 25 which was Good Friday.

Good Friday Procession of the Cross
John Curry
john.curry@metroland.com

A basket of bread. A cup for wine. 
A fl owering plant. A bag of coins. 
A spear. The image of a rooster. A 
crown of thorns. A sponge. Dice. A 
cross. A piece of torn cloth. 

All of these were symbols used in 
telling Christ’s Good Friday story at 
the annual Good Friday Procession 
of the Cross in Stittsville last Friday 
which was Good Friday.

Because of weather conditions 
which made for potentially treacher-
ous walking conditions due to over-
night freezing rain which had given 
a icy glare to the snowy landscape, a 
decision was made to hold the whole 
Good Friday Procession at Stitts-
ville United Church.

The plan was for the Good Friday 
Procession of the Cross to begin at 
Stittsville United Church and then 
for a wooden cross to be carried in 
a procession along Stittsville Main 
Street, stopping along the way at 

St. Thomas Anglican Church, the Community Bible 
Church and St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church. Be-
cause of the impact of the weather, each participating 
church held its part of the Good Friday Procession at 
Stittsville United Church.

After each church’s participation, the wooden cross 
was carried around the interior of Stittsville United 
Church.

Each church relayed a particular section of the story 
of Christ’s Good Friday Walk. 

For Stittsville United Church, it was “Jesus Shares 
The Last Supper” and “Jesus Prays in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.” 

See SYMBOLS USED, page 4
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Makenna Martin enjoys active lifestyle despite nystagmus
Continued from page 1

In addition to her nystagmus, she also is 
near sighted and has astigmatism, additional 
challenges.

Her mother notes that Makenna’s teachers 
have been great, providing accommodations 
to help her be successful in the classroom. 

Makenna also maintains an active life-
style, enjoying dancing, singing, playing soc-
cer and being active with her friends. 

Makenna’s mom Jen has actively tried to 
educate herself  about nystagmus and has dis-
covered that Canada lacks research, educa-
tion and information about nystagmus. She 
has been an active member of the United 
Kingdom and American Nystagmus Net-

works, often purchasing materials through 
these organizations and consulting with their 
members around the world.

It was through this involvement that she 
became aware of Dr. Richard Hertle at the 
Akron Children’s Hospital in Ohio who is 
one of the only physicians in the world who 
performs a surgical procedure called horizon-
tal tenotony. Such a surgery would increase 
Makenna’s visual acuity through decreasing 
the movement of her eyes and reducing the 
degree of her null point. By slowing down 
her eye movements, she would be able to look 
straight ahead.

Other children who have undergone such 
surgery have experienced positive life chang-

ing results.
And now Makenna is going to be assessed 

by Dr. Hertle and will likely be undergo-
ing the surgery. Having the surgery before 
Makenna is ten years old is considered op-
timal and with Makenna turning nine years 
old in April, this is the time when it should 
be done. 

Makenna and her mother will be travelling 
to Akron, Ohio in April with a consultation 
with Dr. Hertle and a subsequent surgery 
booked. Makenna is nervous but excited 
about what awaits her in Ohio.

While Makenna now will have a life chang-
ing surgery, it is not going to be covered by 
OHIP. It would be if  Makenna’s local pedi-
atric ophthalmolosit specialist agreed to the 
out-of-country surgery which is not available 
in Canada. But no such agreement has been 
forthcoming and despite Jen Martin’s efforts 
including requests to the Ontario Ministry of 
Health, there will be no OHIP funding forth-
coming for Makenna’s surgery in Ohio.

As a result, the Martin family will be pay-
ing the consultation and surgery costs which 
will amount from $20,000 to $25,000. Nu-
merous other families in Canada have also 
failed to get provincial health care coverage 
for such surgery.

The Stittsville District Lions Club has 
stepped forward and has donated $1,000 
to help with these expenses that the Martin 
family is facing. 

In addition, A Go Fund Me campaign 
called “Makenna’s Nystagmus Journey” was 
launched and has raised funds also to help 
with the expenses for her treatment in Ohio.

And although Makenna and her family 
are facing a fi nancial challenge, this has not 
stopped Makenna from thinking about oth-
ers. 

She is currently collecting pop can tabs 
which she will be turning over to the Ronald 
McDonald House at the Akron Children’s 
Hospital which Ronald McDonald House 
can then turn in for money.

Symbols used in Procession of the Cross
Continued from page 3

The symbols for these which were 
placed on a table in the sanctuary 
were a basket of bread,  a cup for 
wine and a fl owering plant.

St. Thomas Anglican Church 
presented a section involving “Jesus 
is Betrayed” and “Jesus is Arrested.” 
The symbols for these which were 
placed on the table were a bag of 
coins and a spear.

The Community Bible Church 
presented a section involving “Jesus 
is Denied” and “Jesus is Mocked.” 
The symbols for these which were 
placed on the table with the other 
symbols were the image of a rooster 

and a crown of thorns. 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church presented the fi nal 

section “Jesus is Crucifi ed.” Symbols for this section 
which were placed on the table were a sponge, dice, a 
cross and a piece of torn cloth. 

Each section of this Good Friday Procession of the 
Cross involved a Scripture reading and the singing of 
a chorus. The service also included hymns including 
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” and “When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross.” There were also responsive readings 
in a couple of the sections.

April meeting
Specialto the News

The April monthly meeting of the Stittsville Goul-
bourn Horticultural Society will be held on Tuesday, 
April 19 at 7:30 p.m. at the Pretty Street Community 
Centre in Stittsville. Master Gardener Mary Ann Van 
Berlo will be the guest speaker on the topic “Amazing 
Annuals.”
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