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50th Anniversary Results in 2054lb Gift
BY BARBARA BOTTRIELL

The Rev. Canon Michael
McKinley, a retired priest
from the Diocese of Niagara,
has spent the last three years
as Honorary Assistant at St.
Thomas Anglican Church in
Stittsville.
Michael, who was born
and educated in Ireland, is
a wonderful preacher whose
gifts are well appreciated by
parishioners who enjoy his
wit, pointed references and
interesting stories when he is
asked to preach.
On Sunday June 26th,
Canon McKinley celebrated
50 years since his ordination,
in the Diocese of Connor,
Northern Ireland. The parish of St. Thomas celebrated
with him and his family (some
of whom came from Toronto
and Beijing) with cake and
coffee after the service. But
Michael asked more of us
than just congratulating him.
He asked us to participate in

his 50th anniversary celebration by bringing gifts of food
for the downtown Food Bank
which is serving many of the
Syrian refugees who have
come to Canada.
The idea was to weigh the
food and see how much we
could come up with. Money
donations were also accepted
and for every $1 of donation,
two pounds of weight would
be added to the total.
Parishioner William Passmore was invested as Local
Weighmaster for the occasion
and took his job seriously. All
the food donated by the time
the service began had been
weighed that morning and
the amount of monetary donations added to the total.
The final tally was 2,054
pounds of food!
Was this going to be
enough to satisfy Michael that
we had done our part according to the reading from Daniel that he had pointed out to

us. Would we be weighed in
the balances like Belshazar
and found wanting? (Daniel
5:27)
William asked that all-important question of Michael
in front of the congregation,
and he answered that yes! –
we had passed the test.
The food and monetary
donations were all packed
up and taken to the Centretown Emergency Food
Bank at 507 Bank Street in
Ottawa the next day where
they were gratefully received.
It was the largest single food
donation they had received.
There had been some special
requests such as lentils and
chick peas which are particularly appreciated by some of
the refugees.
All in all it was a happy occasion and one in which we
all got a chance to participate
in a most meaningful way.

Little Free Library

Gary Graham

The Rev. Canon Michael McKinley and his wife Olive
cutting his 50th anniversary cake at St. Thomas Anglican
Church in Stittsville with a photograph of the newly
ordained McKinley in the background.

Michael Coren’s
Latest Book Epiphany

Parish of Huntley
BY REV. MONIQUE STONE

On June 12th family and
friends of the late Reverend
Canon Rick Marples gathered together at the Anglican
Parish of Huntley in Carp
to dedicate two memorials
in his honour offered in loving memory by the parish
community. A tree swing was
installed that has already attracted young and old as they
pass by the church (including Rick and Judy’s grandson
Rowan and granddaughter
Emma). The Little Free Library is one of 30,000 free libraries across North America
(see littlefreelibrary.org). The
inaugural Library Steward
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Rev. Monique Stone and Mackenzie Burns stand beside
the new Little Free Library; dedicated in memory of the
late Rev. Canon Rick Marples.
is Mackenzie Burns, Rick’s
drop by the Parish and enjoy!
great-niece. All are invited to
www.huntleyparish.com

“Whether or not one agrees
with the author, any reader
will benefit from the way
this book encourages
reflection...”
— Rev. Patrick Stephens
See STORY, p. 9

