
Three legacy projects from 150th anniversary

John Brummell/Metroland 
Rev. Jane McCaig  and Rector’s Warden Pat McNally (right) look up at the “Seasons of the 
Church” wall hanging quilted by Susan Lomas as a 150th anniversary legacy project as the 
wall hanging is dedicated at the Oct. 30 worship service which marked the conclusion of 
the church’s year-long 150th anniversary celebrations.
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Three legacy projects emerged from the 

150th anniversary year celebrations at St. 
Thomas Anglican Church in Stittsville.

The celebrations ended with a banquet on 
Saturday, Oct. 29 which featured an address 
by Archbishop Fred Hiltz who is the Angli-
can Primate for Canada, followed by a Sun-
day morning service on Oct. 30 attended by 
the Primate which featured the unveiling of 

two of the legacy projects.
A wall hanging quilted by Susan Lomas 

and called “Seasons of the Church” was one 
of the legacy projects unveiled at this Oct. 30 
service.

Also unveiled was a framed montage of 
three paintings done by Warren Blackburn 
showing each of the three church buildings 
which have served the Parish of St. Thomas 
over the past 150 years.

Both of these legacy projects were dedicat-
ed at the service and now hang in the church.

At the service, Primate Archbishop Fred 
Hiltz presented a certificate to the parish hon-
ouring it on its 150th anniversary.

In comments afterwards, Archbishop Hiltz 
said that he senses that there is a good spirit at 

St. Thomas Anglican Church.
“It doesn’t live unto itself, it lives for the 

good and the betterment of the community,” 
he said about St. Thomas Anglican Church. 

See BOOK, page 40
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He pointed to the music in 
the Oct. 30 morning liturgy as 
an indication of the parish’s 
spirit.

“I loved the fact that the 
music this morning was just a 

wonderful mix of the old, old 
favourites and some lovely 
contemporary songs that are 
easy for everybody to sing 
and in the midst of all that 
just a wonderful anthem with 
many parts,” he said. “Just 

that alone is an indicator of 
the kind of community this 
is.”

At a gathering in the down-
stairs hall of the church fol-
lowing the Oct. 30 service, 
city of Ottawa Stittsville ward 

councillor presented a cer-
tificate from city of Ottawa 
mayor Jim Watson congrat-
ulating St. Thomas Anglican 
Church on its 150th anniver-
sary.

On display at the down-
stairs gathering were items 
that had been stored in a 
wooden box “time capsule” 
which had been sealed up 
25 years earlier when the 
current St. Thomas church 
building was opened. These 
items included photographs, 
newspapers, plans and 
documents pertaining to 
the building of the current 
church.

The third legacy project 
arising from the 150th an-
niversary celebration of St. 
Thomas Anglican Church is 
a book “The History of St. 
Thomas Anglican Church: 
Stanley’s Corners – Stitts-
ville” which was researched, 
compiled and written by 
Barbara Bottriell. 

Copies of this book are 
now on sale for $20 each. 
The 116 page book tells the 
story of St. Thomas Angli-
can Church from its begin-
nings in 1866 to the present 
day. The book includes his-
toric as well as full colour 
contemporary photographs 
of church activities and 
events.

Barbara Bottriell, who is 
a St. Thomas parishioner, 
has authored two books: 
“The Story of Mowoo” and 
“Stittsville A Sense of Place.” 
She spent one and a half  
years working on this church 
150th anniversary project, 
researching and writing the 
history, collecting appropri-
ate photographs, gathering 
information such as memo-

ries and reminiscences and or-
ganizing messages from vari-
ous contributors.

The book tells the story of 
St. Thomas Anglican Church 
from its establishment in 1866 
at Stanley’s Corners through 
its destructive fire in 1964 to 
the opening of a new church 
building in Stittsville in 1970 
to the opening of the current 
church building in 1990. There 
is even an account in the book 
of the first service in the Stan-
ley’s Corners church on Oct. 
25, 1866. 

The book presents the sto-
ries behind various St. Thom-
as Church organizations such 
as the Anglican Church Wom-
en, the Altar Guild, the Cem-
etery Committee, the Sunday 
School and the Youth Group. 
There is a listing of the vari-
ous clergy who have served 
at St. Thomas over the years 
and also a list of the various 
church wardens over the years.

The various memorials 
which exist throughout the 
church are itemized in the 
book as are the church’s me-
morial windows.

This is the first comprehen-
sive written account of the 
history of St. Thomas Angli-
can Church from 1866 to the 
present. On the occasion of 
the church’s 130th anniversary, 
a pamphlet dealing with the 
history of the church was pub-
lished. It was also written by 
Barbara Bottriell.

Copies of this book out-
lining the 150 year history of 
St. Thomas Anglican Church 
in Stittsville is available after 
church service on Sundays 
or from the church office 
on Wednesdays and Thurs-
days from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(phone 613-836-5741).

The 150th anniversary or-
ganizing committee for St. 
Thomas Anglican Church was 
chaired by William Passmore. 
Members included Rev. Jane 
McCaig, who has been the 
incumbent at St. Thomas for 
11 years, Barbara Cordukes, 
Barbara Bottriell and Susan 
Lomas. The committee began 
its work in May 2014. Rev. 
Sharron Reykdal-Bradley also 
contributed to the early work 
of the committee.

John Brummell/Metroland 
Rev. Jane McCaig (second from right) dedicates the framed 
montage of three paintings done by Warren Blackburn 
showing the three churches which have served as home 
for St. Thomas Anglican Church over the past 150 years as 
Rector’s Warden Pat McNally (far right) looks on.


	WRSR001
	WRSR002
	SR001
	SR002
	SR003
	SR004
	SR005
	SR006
	SR007
	SR008
	SR009
	SR010
	SR011
	SR012
	SR013
	SR014
	SR015
	SR016
	SR017
	SR018
	SR019
	SR020
	SR021
	SR022
	SR023
	SR024
	SR025
	SR026
	SR027
	SR028
	SR029
	SR030
	SR031
	SR032
	SR033
	SR034
	SR035
	SR036
	SR037
	SR038
	SR039
	SR040
	SR041
	SR042
	SR043
	SR044
	SR045
	SR046
	SR047
	SR048
	SR049
	SR050
	SR051
	SR052
	SR053
	SR054
	SR055
	SR056
	SR057
	SR058



