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150th Celebrations in Stittsville
BY BARBARA BOTTRIELL

When Archbishop Fred 
Hiltz, Primate of  Canada, 
doused the children gathered 
round the baptismal font 
with water at St. Thomas 
Anglican church in Stitts-
ville recently, the children all 
laughed and ducked away as 
the water came at them.  It 
was a great source of  amuse-
ment for the whole congrega-
tion.

The occasion was a Ser-
vice of  Thanksgiving for the 
150 years of  parish ministry 
of  St. Thomas. Archbishop 
Fred was the guest speaker at 
a gala Homecoming dinner 
the night before, and gave 
the homily and celebrated 
the Eucharist at the service 
on Sunday, October 30th.

It was almost 150 years 
to the day that the first St. 

Thomas had its inaugural 
service on October 25th,  
1866.  The original St. 

Thomas was a pretty white 
frame church built to serve 
an agricultural congregation 

BY REV. KEVIN FLYNN, 
Director, Anglican Studies 
Program, Saint Paul Uni-
versity

They say that it takes a vil-
lage to raise a child. Some-
thing similar might be said of  
what it takes to form a priest. 
Many people, many experi-
ences, many prayers con-
tribute to a person’s call and 
formation. Of  course, it takes 
money as well to pay for fees 
and living costs during three 
years of  full-time study. The 
Brotherhood of  Anglican 
Churchmen (BAC) has been 
taking practical steps since 
1995 to help postulants for 
ordination in the Diocese of  
Ottawa to meet those costs. 
Receipts from an annual 
fund-raising dinner become 
a bursary each Fall for a pos-

tulant. This year’s recipient, 
Simone Hurkmans, received 
the bursary at the BAC’s lun-
cheon November 30 at the 
Army Officers’ Mess. BAC 
president, Don Butler, made 
the presentation. Simone is a 
student in the Anglican Stud-
ies Program at Saint Paul 
University, completing her fi-
nal year of  study for the Mas-
ter of  Divinity degree. 

Buying a ticket to the 
BAC’s fund-raiser in May 
translates into the immedi-
ate pleasure of  an enjoyable 
meal on a Spring evening. 
We can be thankful that, in 
the longer term, it translates 
into a share of  the ministry 
exercised by its recipients and 
so extended into the lives of  
countless others.

Scholarship Awarded
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BAC President, Don Butler, presenting the BAC’s annual bursary to Postulant Simone 
Hurkmans; November 30, 2016.

at a village which came to be 
known as Stanley’s Corners.  
It served its members well 

until 1964 when lightning 
struck the church and the en-
suing fire made it unusable.  
A brick church replaced it 
in 1969, built just down the 
road in the village of  Stitts-
ville.  When growth of  the 
parish required a larger 
church, the brick church was 
attached to the new building 
and now serves as offices and 
a council room.

Over 100 former and pres-
ent parishioners attended the 
Homecoming Dinner on 
Oct. 29th at Irish Hills Golf  
Club on the Carp Road.  
The sparkling silver, hunter 
green napkins, and candlelit 
hurricane lamps provided a 
lovely setting for many ani-
mated conversations among 
the participants.
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The Most Rev. Fred Hiltz, asperging the children during the Service of Thanksgiving for 
the 150 years of parish ministry at St. Thomas, Stittsville.

See STORY, p. 5
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150th Celebrations...
- Continued from page 1

Our parish priest, the 
Reverend Jane McCaig, wel-
comed the dinner guests and 
expressed her thanks to the 
150th Anniversary Commit-
tee for the exceptional work 
that had been accomplished 
in planning the many activi-
ties for the year of  celebra-
tion.  Bishop of  Ottawa, the 
Right Reverend John Chap-
man introduced the primate 
and mentioned how well-
respected he is on the inter-
national scene.

In his speech, Archbishop 
Fred brought a world view 
of  Anglicanism that we 
don’t always hear about.  He 
covered ten things that he 
thinks are important char-
acteristics of  Anglicans and 
included examples of  the 
Canadian church’s support 
of  fellow Anglicans in Cuba 
under difficult circum-
stances, and stated that in 
response to the global refu-
gee crisis, Anglican churches 
in Canada have raised over 
20 million dollars and have 
sponsored 678 refugees.

Certificates of  congratu-
lation to St Thomas were 

presented on Saturday by 
both the federal member for 
our riding, Pierre Poilievre, 
and the MPP for our riding 
Jack Maclaren.  A procla-
mation from the City of  Ot-
tawa was presented at the 
reception after the service on 
Sunday by the Councillor for 
Stittsville, Shad Qadri.

Legacy projects created 
for the 150th anniversary 

were a wall hanging entitled 
“Seasons of  the Church” by 
parishioner Susan Lomas,  a 
set of  three paintings of  each 
of  St. Thomas’ three buildings 
by parishioner Warren Black-
burn,  and a book entitled 
“The History of  St. Thomas 
Anglican Church,  Stanley’s 
Corners-Stittsville” authored 
by parishioner Barbara Bot-
triell.
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St. Thomas, Stittsville.

Exploring Faith Through 
Leadership

By Krista Hum, Diocesan 
Youth Intern; Communica-
tions

The Youth Internship Pro-
gram, a  St James Manotick 
initiative, gives teenagers a 
unique opportunity to ex-
plore their faith through 
leadership, faith develop-
ment,  humanitarian work 
and a Christian mentor.  
Each intern is given a place-
ment suited to their skills and 
interests and Lizzy Jones’ 
placement is an in depth look 
at the story of  what creates a 
community and what brings 
everyone together. 

Lizzy is a first year music 
student at uOttawa and is 
looking forward to the long 
term project that she has been 
tasked with. Her placement 
is with the three-point par-
ish at Metcalfe, Greely, and 
Vernon, a congregation that 
finds themselves looking at 
an uncertain future. The par-
ish community has decided 

that it’s important to record 
their history and see where 
they’re headed. There will 
be two aspects to this project, 
aptly named: Where we’ve 
been and Where we are. The 
completed project will be a 
book with the possibility of  
a video aspect to comple-
ment the written work. Lizzy 
will begin interviewing the 
parishioners in January and 
has already come to appre-
ciate the different views of  
everyone from the parish and 
how willing they are to share 
their experiences. By doing 
this placement, Lizzy feels as 
if  she is honoring the many 
memories of  this community 
by making sure their identity 
is not lost in the whirlwind 
of  changes coming up in the 
near future. 

Throughout this place-
ment Lizzy is hoping to learn 
a few things for herself. She’s 
learning how to network and 
how to sustain herself  over 
the span of  a long project. 
She’s also hoping to take 

away a little bit of  advice 
from these parishioners. She’s 
hoping to learn how to make 
sure her faith stays strong 
in her future despite the tri-
als she may be put through. 
While this placement is a 
positive experience in terms 
of  her professional and spiri-
tual life, Lizzy has also found 
that this project is already af-
fecting her personal life. The 
project is helping her realize 
how much support she has 
surrounding her and how 
many people hope to see her 
succeed at her task. 

The internship has only 
just started and the worth of  
this project has already made 
itself  clearly evident in not 
only Lizzy’s life, but all the 
parishioners involved as well. 
As the year progresses and 
the project continues to de-
velop, only the best of  cour-
age and luck can be hoped 
for towards the placement 
and Lizzy herself.

Lizzy Jones

NEWS

Moosonee’s New School 
of Ministry

By Anglican Journal
On January 27, the dio-

cese of  Moosonee will launch 
its new school of  ministry for 
local parish leaders who feel 
called to take on more formal 
roles in the church. 

The diocese’s theological 
education task force, chaired 
by (ret.) Assisting Bishop Tom 
Corston, has been working to 
establish the school, follow-
ing concerns about increas-
ing vacancies in parish lead-
ership, particularly among 
ordained clergy.

While the diocese will con-
tinue to encourage seminary-
trained clergy from southern 
Canada to come north, the 
task force also concluded that 
many parishes already have 
leaders who could be raised 
up with some “in-house” 
training. 

The school of  ministry is 
a year-long program that will 
include four long weekends 
throughout the year. Each 
weekend will include lectures 
led by diocesan clergy who 
have seminary training on 
topics such as sacred theol-
ogy, Scripture, church histo-

ry, prayer, liturgy, preaching, 
evangelism and pastoral care. 

The program will also in-
clude sessions on Indigenous 
teachings and priorities as 
well as a presentation on the 
church’s programs and poli-
cies. 

Between weekend ses-
sions, the participants will be 
required to work on a field 
placement project with the 
guidance of  their local min-
ister, and to serve actively in 
their own parish’s ministry. 

At the end of  the pro-
gram, participants will be 
offered ordination. If  they 
decide they want to be or-
dained, they will undergo an 
examination to evaluate their 
suitability before being pre-
sented to the archbishop as 
candidates for ordination. 

Financing for the pro-
gram, including travel and 
accommodation costs, will 
be provided by the diocese. 
Invitations have already been 
sent to every congregation 
in the diocese to encourage 
those interested in the school 
of  ministry to apply.

Northland

125th Anniversary of Lads’ 
Brigade in Newfoundland

By Anglican Journal
On October 17, Bishop 

Geoff Peddle, of  the diocese 
of  Eastern Newfoundland 
and Labrador, launched, 
The Church Lads’ Brigade 
in Newfoundland: A People’s 
Story, at the Church Lads’ 
Brigade Armoury in St. 
John’s.

The book was written to 
commemorate the 125th 
anniversary of  the Church 
Lads’ Brigade (CLB) in 
Newfoundland. The CLB 
is the oldest and largest An-
glican youth organization in 
Canada. The CLB is known 
nationally for its regimental 
band.

At the launch, the crowd 

was welcomed by Col. Keith 
Anrs, governor and comman-
dant of  the CLB. Peddle and 
Gary Cranford, president 
of  Flanker Press, the book’s 
publisher, both gave short 
addresses, and Peddle read 
from a section of  the book. 

Peddle also presented a 
copy to the Hon. Frank Fa-
gan, lieutenant governor of  
Newfoundland and Labra-
dor. Following the launch, 
Peddle signed copies of  the 
book, and light refreshments 
were provided. 

The launch followed the 
annual CLB anniversary pa-
rade at the Anglican Cathe-
dral of  St. John the Baptist.

Anglican Life


