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Make your move to The Bradley and 
a professional moving team will PACK all 
of your belongings and MOVE them for 
FREE ... ALL IN THE SAME DAY! 613-801-2209

E X C L U S I V E ,  L I M I T E D  T I M E  O F F E R

130 Goulbourn Forced Rd, Kanata, ON K2K 0K6

FREE MOVE COUPON EXPIRES 2/29/20

FREE MOVE!
Free move up to $1500. Please call our live-in 
management team for more details. 
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Merilee Clarke still busy in retirement
BY JOHN CURRY

If your child has grown up 
in Stittsville or Richmond 
over the past three de-
cades, chances are Merilee 
Clarke has played a role in 
their upbringing.

Clarke  ret ired last 
September after 28 years 
working with children in 
one way or another.

It all began back in 
1991 when she start-
ed the Building Blocks 
Play School. Initially, it 

was a pre-school pro-
gram offered through the 
Goulbourn recreation de-
partment. It alternated one 
day a week in Stittsville 
and the following week in 
Richmond before settling 
in Stittsville for 10 years 
until 2001.

With the creation of the 
new city of Ottawa that 
year, Clarke struck out on 
her own, starting a licensed 
pre-school she called 
Merrily We Go. It grew to 
operate four full days a 

week.
She sold the business 

in 2008 and stayed on in 
a supportive role until 
2010. Merrily We Go con-
tinues to operate in its 
longtime home at St. 
Thomas Anglican Church 
in Stittsville, with Jayne 
Tanner as its teacher/
director.

While Merilee was grow-
ing the pre-school, she 
started working in 1993 
with the Kumon after-
school learning program, 
then operating in Stittsville 
out of the same church 
hall. So, for Merilee, it was 
just a few steps from her 
pre-school to her Kumon 
work.  

This continued until 
March 2010 when the 
Kumon franchise became 
available and was acquired 
by Merilee and her hus-
band John who was tiring 
of working in the high tech 

sector. They decided to go 
into business together and 
moved the Kumon learn-
ing centre to the Stittsville 
Shopping Centre where 
they grew the program. 
Merilee focused on the 
reading and John looked 
after the math, assisted by 
a staff mostly comprised of 
former Kumon students. 

This continued for six 
years until John’s death. 
Merilee could not continue 
to operate the business by 
herself. She sold it, staying 
on for a year and a half to 
help with the transition. 
This ended with her retire-
ment last September.

But don’t think she is sit-
ting back now and doing 
nothing. She is looking 
after her grandchildren 
every day and continuing 
her long-time involvement 
with the Sunday School 
at St. Thomas Anglican 
Church. She recently 

organized the Christmas 
pageant presented at the 
church on Sunday, Dec. 22.

She makes it clear that 
she has no thoughts from 
retiring from this Sunday 
School role.

“I have to have my hand 
in with kids somewhere,” 
she says.

Clarke says there may be 
a children’s book in her 
future.

Her long involvement 
with children in Stittsville, 
either through the Merrily 
We Go pre-school or the 
Kumon learning centre, 
has brought her together 
with many children and 
parents over the past near-
ly 30 years.

“So many people know 
me,” she says, with many 
approaching her in the 
community to share their 
common experiences.

Clarke lived in Munster 
before she and John and 

their family moved to 
Stittsville 20 years ago, 
taking up residence in the 
former Anglican Church 
rector y on Carleton 
Cathcart Street adjacent 
to St. Thomas Anglican 
Church.

During her 18 years in 
Munster, Merilee was a 
volunteer with the Munster 
library, looking after the 
children’s section and lead-
ing the story time program 
for about 10 years. 

jcurry@ottawavoice.ca
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