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St Thomas sets its heart toward being a Christian Home which 

welcomes, encourages, and seeks to inspire people. 

 

 
St. Thomas Anglican Church 

1619 Stittsville Main Street 

Tel. (613) 836-5741 

StThomasStittsville.ca 

StThomasStittsville@gmail.com 

Like us on Facebook! 
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ST THOMAS OFFICE HOLDERS, COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND STAFF  
 

Incumbent Reverend Lee Lambert  

Parish Administrator Carolyn Cheer 

Organist & Choir Director Bonnie MacDiarmid 

Rector's Warden Diane Clement 

People's Warden John Bottreill 

   Lay Members at Synod Sherri Lambert and William Passmore 

Synod Alternate Dave Dallaway 

Facilities Rep. David Hazen 

Treasurer/Bookkeeper Ryan Dallaway 

Stewardship Officer Bob Lomas 

Outreach Rep Bonnie McNally 

God's Garden Merilee Clarke 

Youth Group Leaders Rev. Lee Lambert, Merilee Clarke, 
Mary Attwell 

            

People's Pulpit Editor Mary Anne Reinhard 

Website & Facebook Administrator Gary Graham 

Projection Co-ordinator Pat McNally 

Altar Guild Co-ordinator Arlene Simonovich 

Anglican Church Women President Diane Clement 

Pastoral Care Roy and Eleanor Baumgart 

Cemetery Committee Contact Jane Walsh 

Coffee Hour Co-ordinator Susan Clark-Dow 

Sides persons Co-ordinator Carolyn Cheer (8:30) 

 Diane Clement (10:30) 

Co-ordinator of Liturgical Assistants Carolyn Cheer (8:30 & 10:30) 

Cornerstone Leader Mary Passmore 

Counter Schedule Co-ordinator Bonnie McNally 

Envelope Secretary Bob Lomas 

Fundraising Committee  Committee leader  

Nursery Coordinator Position Vacant 

Long Range Planning Position Vacant 

Open Table Judy Dallaway 

Prayer Chain Sylvi Dawes 

PWRDF Contact Barb Bottriell 

Telephone Team Position Vacant 

Funeral Tea Co-ordinator Judy Dallaway 

Autumn Leaves Co-ordinators Bonnie McNally, Judy Dallaway 

Auditors & Financial Reviewer Eric Thomas 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

THE RECTORôS WARDEN: DIANE CLEMENT  

 

 
 

As we move into the season of Advent at St. Thomas, we can feel the energy building with the Christmas 

preparations and the coming of our Saviour's Birth on Christmas Day.  We will light the candles of Hope, 

Peace, Joy, and Love.  If we can remember to follow all these feelings within ourselves during Advent, it 

will make our Christmas Day more meaningful. 

 

It is hard for families to stay focused, while waiting during Advent for the birth of the Christ Child on 

Christmas Day. The excitement of Christmas parties, Santa Claus in the malls, the Santa Claus parade, 

Christmas shopping, Christmas baking, friends and family visits.  These events are so important as we 

prepare for our Christmas Day celebrations.  I always found that attending church during Advent, 

certainly helped me focus on the true meaning of Christmas and especially when my boys were young. 

 

Plans are in place to have our float in the Santa Claus Stittsville parade. Small candy bags are ready, to be 

handed out, with an invitation for our Stittsville friends to join us at Church on Christmas Eve.  

 

The St. Thomas Hot Chocolate Team are ready to hand out hot chocolate to the crowd before, during and 

after the parade has passed by.  I am sure the public will be so happy to have a warm drink of hot 

chocolate to warm their insides, as they wait for Santa's float to arrive. 

 

Our residents in the roof area of the church ñMr. and Mrs. Racoonò had to be escorted out at the end of 

November.  Unfortunately, racoons don't leave willingly,  and we had to hire some help to escort them out 

and block them from returning.  Funny thing is that Racoons once they start living in people's home, think 

that it is their residence.  Free board I suppose! 

 

Our Open Table Dinners have been running very well with good food and good attendance.  Our 

Christmas Dinner will be held on Saturday, December 16th.  This is our annual Christmas meal with 

turkey and all the trimmings.  If you can help out sometime during the day, please make sure to sign up, 

even if it is only for 1 hour.  It takes a lot of parish members to put these dinners on and any help you can 

give, is very much appreciated. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sunday Coffee Hours continue weekly following the 9:30 a.m. service.  Thanks to all the volunteers that 

make our coffee hours such a success.  If you can take a turn with Sunday Coffee Hour, please sign up 

and if you need help, there are a lot of us that will be happy and willing to give you a hand.  

  

I look back at this past year and am so proud to be a member of St. Thomas, Stittsville.We have 

wonderful, willing volunteers that assist Rev. Lee in making our services so special and meaningful, each 

Sunday.  Thank you to God for being with us at St. Thomas in our prayers, our comfort, our guidance, 

and our fellowship. 

 

As we await the birth of the Christ Child during this Advent Season, may we show Hope, Peace, Joy and 

Love to others and pray, they show the same to us in return.  

 

I would like to wish each and every member of the St. Thomas family, the happiest of the Christmas 

season and wish you a New Year, 2024 filled with Good Health and Good Cheer. 

 

Blessings. 

Diane Clement, 

Rector's Warden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

PEOPLEôS WARDEN: JOHN BOTTRIELL 

 
     

 

 

This autumn Barbara and I had the pleasure of reconnecting with my cousins in southern 

England. After almost a decade where our only connection with them was limited to 

Christmas card exchanges and the odd phone call and after our 2020 COVID flight 

cancellation, we were welcomed again as if life hadnôt missed a beat. It is amazing when 

one has a connection how easy it is to rekindle relationship. 

 

One of the pleasures we partake of whilst on holidays is in visiting other churches and cathedrals and 

discovering the different ways of expressing our Anglican faith. In October on the way to Gatwick Airport (and 

Crete) we took the opportunity to spend some time in the lovely city of Chichester, and specifically to visit 

Chichester Cathedral. This is a very old place of worship with construction of the Cathedral begun in 1075 AD. 

The Cathedral will be celebrating its 950th anniversary in 2025. 

 

To our delight, and coincident with the marking of International Day of Peace1 a spectacular art installation 

called ñPeace Dovesò by artist Peter Walker was on exhibition in the Cathedralôs Nave. The art consisted of 

1,500 hand-made paper doves suspended from above. 

Spectacular as the display was, the handwritten messages of 

peace, love and hope inscribed on the doves written by 

local community groups, schools and members of the 

public were a visual testament to their commitment to the 

cause of peace. Several prayer stations were also set-up 

around the Cathedral encouraging us to stop and pray for 

peace. 
 

As visitors to the 

Cathedral, we were also 

encouraged to add our 

message of peace. 

Several events were 

scheduled to celebrate 

the Cathedralôs theme 

this year of Action for 

Peaceò.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Under the Peace Doves installation the nave was given over to evening viewings set to live music, a silent disco 

and family drop-in workshops. Unfortunately, we were unable to participate in their month-long celebration, but 

the images will remain with us as will our collective commitment to peace.  

 

 

 

 

 
1. The International Day of Peace (ñPeace Dayò) observed around the world on 21 September 

was established in a United Nations resolution to provide a globally shared date for all humanity 

to commit to Peace above all differences and to contribute to building a Culture of Peace. 

 

 
On the local front, our buildings and grounds wouldnôt be in such excellent 

condition were it not for the efforts of a group of parishioners whose 

dedication certainly merits the accolade of ñunsung heroes.ò They polish the 

brass, make the windows sparkle, cut the grass and weed the gardens, and do 

any number of other jobs to keep our church buildings and grounds as 

beautiful as they are. Theirs is truly a labor of love. The autumn yard clean-

up yielded over 60 bags of leaves for recycling ... a heart-felt thank you to 

all of you.  

 

Some observant parishioners noticed 

soffit damage earlier last month. It was 

tracked down to two intruding raccoons 

that found their way into the Church attic. 

A one-way trap was installed which 

forced them to sleep on the roof 

overnight. The soffits are now repaired 

and reinforced. We hope the raccoons 

have now moved off to a more inviting 

location. 

 

The gardens are now put to rest awaiting 

the protective layers of snow for the 

winter and the winter mats are installed at 

the Church entrances. Also, the manger has been installed in anticipation of 

the coming of the Christ Child.  

 

We have cut back on our snow removal contract by cancelling that part of the service 

that would have shoveled the walks and steps. If we get a significant snowfall, we are 

looking for volunteers able to clear snow away from the Main Street, Church and 

parking lot entrances. We would like to make a roster similar to how we handle the 

summer lawn. Please let me know at pwarden.stthomasstittsville@gmail.com or if you 

notice something else needs doing. 

 

As we enter our new year with Advent my hope is that in a world seeming gone mad with conflict that we take 

some time to reflect on our shared calling of being peacemakers and inspire us to make meaningful actions for a 

more harmonious world, prayer, and action to nurture lasting peace in our hearts, our families, communities, and all 

of creation. 

Merry Christmas,  

John Bottriell 

Peopleôs Warden 

mailto:pwarden.stthomasstittsville@gmail.com


 

 

 

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: MARY ANNE REINHARD  

 
Happy New Year!!  The first Sunday of Advent signals a new year in the Christian Church 

Calendar.  This sometimes get lost in the hustle and bustle that we seem to become caught up 

in during the lead up to Christmas.   

 

It has been a busy two months since the last edition of the Peopleôs Pulpit.  The Autumn 

Leaves Garage Sale and Bazaar was a huge success, Open Table is a popular meet-up one 

Saturday evening each month, Yard & gardens are prepped for winter, and plans are underway 

for Godôs Gardenôs Pageant and the Christmas Eve services. 

 

This edition features some submissions about upcoming events at the church, the current state 

of affairs and finances, upcoming initiatives as well as recipes and food for thought. 

 

The picture on the front cover features the porch decoration that graces the front door of the 

church created by Arlene Simonovich and Pam Hazen. 

 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Yearé 

 

Mary Anne 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 7:14 

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 ADVENT ROCKS  

 
These lovely little Advent Rocks have been hand-painted by Brenda Miller and her daughter, Grace. They will be 

available in the front entrance to the church through the first three Sundays of Advent. Please help yourself and 

leave a free-will donation in the jar. All proceeds will go to the Christmas óComfort Bagsô for the unhoused at The 

Well and St Lukeôs Table.     

 
 

Submitted by Bonnie McNally 


