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Bethlehem! • 
of all times and of all places 

It seemed that the timing couldn't be 
much wo1:se. Of all things: a 
census. Just another example of the 
Roman bureaucratic intrusion into 
life . And on top of all that a trip 
to Bethlehem. Think of it - the hours 
of t 1: avel i ng those dusty roads, the 
days off work, never mind the fact 
that Ma r y was about to have a baby any 
day now. It was all so ackward. 
Common sense would have said that 
someone living and working in Nazareth 
ought to be counted in Nazareth. But 
no, the 'powers that be' said that if 
your a ncestors were from Bethlehem 
that was where you went to be counted. 
Bethlehem - an out of the way place. 
The r e wouldn't be much to do when one 
finally did get there. What about 
accomodation? Could Bethlehem handled 
the sudden influx of people from all 
over Ga 1 i lee, Judea, and goodness 
knows where else? A few days in 
Jerusalem with its great hi story and 
spiritual focus or in the cosmopolitan 
port city of Caesarea might have been 
worth the effort. But Bethlehem ... ! 
How wearisome it all seemed. 

Can these thoughts be very unlike 
those that swirled through the mind of 
Joseph as he and Mary set off on their 
trip to Bethlehem? These were not 
story book characters, nor players in 
a pageant, nor images portrayed in 
paint or stained glass. These were 
real people; people who got tired, 
weary, and frustrated. They were a 
man and a woman whose lives were 
largely be~ng controlled by forces 
over which they had virtually no 
power. 

Yet, it was this travel weary couple, 
visiting this not so important town, 
where indeed there was not enough 
accomodation for everyone, that God 
choose for the most remarkable event 
since creation itself. God was coming 
into the world in human form. God was 
to dwell in humanity. God was 
becoming incarnate. 

If yo u or I were orchestrating the 
incar nation and the salvation of 
humanity we would likely have done a 
few t h ings differently. Palestine in 
the first century a place far 
remove d from the centre of influence 
and u nder the domination of an 
occupy ing army would be the last 
time a nd place we would consider. If 
it ha d to happen in the first century 
surel y a palace in Rome would be a 
more suitable !ocation than a barn in 
Bethlehem. And what of that couple? 
Wouldn 't a reigning monarch be a more 
suitable parent for the one who was to 
fulfil the purposes of God in the 
world than this carpenter and the girl 
he wa s engaged to marry? The way it 
happe n was a 11 so, so. ordinary. 
But, therein is the power. 

We don 't live our lives in the palaces 
of Rome, [or London, or Washington, or 
Tokyo ] nor are we monarchs. Our lives 
are pretty ordinary and as we tr-avel 
through those lives we will spend more 
time i n the Bethlehems of this world 
than in Rome. We will encounter more 
Marys and Josephs than we will 
encounter monarchs. Jesus came into 
the world to touch, to share, to heal, 
to sav e our humanity, our weakness. 
our ordinariness. He started from a 
humble stable, in an out-of-the-way 
town, under the loving care of two 
very o rdinary people. And He starts 
with you right where you are. 

A few words from this beautiful hymn 
may help you to know that Jesus comes 
to you r Bethlehem - as ordinary and 
plain as it is: 

All poor men and humble, all lame men 
who stumble, 
come haste ye, and feel not afraid; 
for J e sus, our treasure, whose love 
passes measure, 
in lowly poor manger was laid. 

(Hymn 41 7) 



EDITOR'S NOTE 

Here it is, the last issue of 
1990. Where did the year go ? 
There has been so much go~ng on 
in our Church life that it seems 
that time has flown (although 
Ross and Brian are convinced it 
stopped at times when our 
building project had the 
hiccups!!). Yes, 1990 has seen 
Brian's construction reports go 
from architectural wranglings to 
the joyous news that we are 
"nearing completion" (this 
issue). On 23 December we will 
all get to stand on the new 
carpet, under our new lights, 
inside our wonderful new 
building, and thank God for the 
strong fellowship that brought 
us to this end. How fitting 
that our "new beginning" should 
fall in Advent when we think 
about the beginnings of our 
Church and of our faith ! ! 

This issue of the Peoples Pulpit 
has no end of news for you. 
News about the building project 
and forth coming celebrations, 
about the Stewardship campaign, 
and about the new group for 
"Anglicans who want to know 
more". There is also a kids 
page full of Christmas fun and a 
whole lot of people to meet in 
the Welcome Mat !!! Plus much, 
much more ! I ! 

Please read and enjoy I Our 
first issue of 1991 will be out 
on 3 February, . so have 
submissions to me by 24 January, 
if possible ! This will be the 
fourth year for the Parish 
magazine, so plan to make it the 
year that the magazine worked 
for you ! 

As we all stand together and 
worship God in our New Church 
over this Christmas season, and 
we think about our new 
beginning, lets not forget our 
first beginning, in a stable 
long ago ... 

Happy Christmas, 

Georgina Purchase ~· 

WANTED: 
volunteers !! 

As we approach the beginning of a 
new ye ar, it is again time for our· 
annua l recruitment of volunteers. 
befor e the parish Vestry meeting. 
This year, Vestry will be held on 
Sunday , January 27th. 

Jean Swinwood will chair the 
Nomin a ting Committee again this year· 
and her first task will be ·to find 
two people to work with her. The 
Commi t tee will review the needs of 
the v a rious groups in the parish. to 
see how many new people will be 
requi r ed. 

They wi 11 then be contacting al 1 of 
the people on Parish Council and in 
other· positions in the par-ish. Many 
will wish to stay on in their 
pos i U ons; others may fee 1 that the 
time has come to step down. 

Please consider· whether you or 
someo ne you know would be willing to 
volun t eer· for work in the padsh. 1t 
can be a very rewarding exped ence 
and a gr·eat way to get to know 
fellow parishioners. 

1f th e answer is yes. don't hesitate 
to c ontact Jean Swinwood, at 
836-3 357. And if Jean should happen 
to c ontact you, please consider 
wheth e r you can offer some of your 
time, energy and experience to the 
churc h . 

A c omplete list of all the 
nomina tions should be ready towards 
the end of January. Once Vestry has 
voted , the new directory of 
volun t eers will be published in the 
next "People's Pulpit". 



Perhaps if we knew how to look 
at life through God's eyes, we . 
would see life as innumerable 
indications of the love of our 
Creator for His people. God put 
us into the world, not to walk 
through it with lowered eyes, 
but to search for Him through 
things, events that happen to us 
and the people we meet. 

I have learned to appreciate the 
beauty and majesty of 
magnificent Churches, with their 
stained glass windows and all 
the symbolism which helps draw 
us closer to the mystery of 
Christ, but sometimes I think 
God must _ smile and find more joy 
when people find Him in simple 
places, like grocery stores. 

God has told us to look for Him 
in insignificant and little 
things. God comes to us through 

The next meeting of the ACW will 
be on January 8, 1991 at 7:30 in 
the new church. 

The Bake Sale held on Saturday 8 
December raised $1000. towards 
the $7000. pledged for the new 
Church kitchen. Only another 
$1000. to go and still lots of 
exciting ideas forth-coming; 
watch for a fashion show, a 
parish bridge day in Amberwood 
and a Parish dinner. Many 
thanks to everyone who 
participated in the bake sale, 
so much was accomplished with so 
little notice ! Despite pews 
being brought in and pews going 
out, the chilly blasts of air, 
and the slippery walkways, moral 
was high and the spirit not 
detered ! ! 

At the 
Elizabeth 

last ACW meeting 
Morrison of Operation 

other people and the l ove and 
concern they show for us. He 
comes to us through children and 
the poor. He comes to us 
through men and women who need 
our help, just as he comes to us 
through faith, as we worship as 
a community of His people. 

Our complex society looks for 
God in many places but let's 
remember that the shepherds of 
old found Him in an unadorned 
stable. The miracle of 
Christmas is a miracle of love 
and hope. Jesus came to us then 
and He comes to us now in 
simplicity and peace. 

I have found the love of Jesus 
in the community 0f St. Thomas', 
as you have so warmly welcomed 
me into your Church and into 
your lives. May God bless you 
this Christmas and bring you 
peace in the new year. 

~-- --< 

Eyesight Universal gave an 
excell ent presentation (thanks 
to J oan Thorneycroft for the 
wormth and comfort of your 
living room). Eye glasses are 
still needed. Remember, each 
$25. p rovides for one operation 
and the Canadian Governmen 
matche s the sum, so 2 operations 
can be performed. Lack of 
vitami n A can cause children to 
be born with cateracts, so money 
for the vitamin is also needed 
too. It's easy to donate your 
old glasses but the rewards are 
vast I Elizabeth will be 
returning in the New Year with 
more information I 

New members are ALWAYS welcome 
at ACW meetings. Bev Cutts will 
be away until March and Joan 
Thorneycroft away until 
February, so anyone interested 
should contact either Jean 
Swinwood or Joan Norris. Or 
just come to the next meeting I ! 



CONSTRUCTION UPDATE ... 
-by Brian Smith 

At long last,- -the new church is 
nearing completion and will soon be 
ready for us to move in. We're a 
little later than expected, but the 
renovation of the older wing should 
be completed on time, by the end of 
Jan u a ,- y . A l rea d y , t he o f f i c e s an d 
classrooms have been framed, leaving 
our old church unrecognizeable. 

In the past week, the carpet has 
been laid, the elevator has been 
installed, the heating ducts have 
been hooked up and the lighting has 
been switched on. The upper level is 
virtually complete, with a few 
finishing touches required before 
next Sunday's inaugural services. 

The lower level has lagged a bit 
behind, but as the ducting is 
finished, the drywall can be 
completed and the kitchen cabinets 
will soon be installed. 

ORIENTATION & SET-UP 
IN THE NEW CHURCH 

Three dates have been set aside this 
week, for people in the 
prepare for Sunday's 

parish to 
inaugural 

services. There will be moving, 
cleaning and decorating to be done, 
while people familiarize themselves 
with new routines. 

Even though the new pews have 
already been moved in, there will be 
all sorts of other items to be 
moved. Anything coming from the old 
church or the old grocery store will 
also have to be cleaned as it is 
moved. Kitchen wares, prayer books, 
nursery toys and altar linens will 
all find a home in the new church. 
There are also plans to decorate the 
new church for Christmas. 

The three dates are: 
Monday, Dec. 17 
Wednesday, Dec. 18 
Saturday, Dec. 22 

7:30 p~m. 
7:30 p.m. 
9:00 a~m. 

Each orientation session should last 
no more than two hours. 

The r e novation of the old church has 
cause d a few delays. Once the 
built - in sancturay steps were 
remov e d, the contt-actor asked for an 
addit i onal payment to cover 
unfor e seen expenses. A structural 
engin eer was brought on site and new 
supporting walls were recommended, 
but e ventually the work was carried 
out. 

Last week, . a parish work party 
removed all the old pews. Some have 
been lifted to the balcony for 
futur e use. Some have been donated 
to th e parish of Christ Church in 
Bells Corners (remembering that we 
recei ed our new pews as a donation 
from a nother parish). The remainder 
are i n storage until we know how we 
might make use of them. Thank you 
to the many volunteers who came out 
to lift pews! 

Because the basement will be the 
last area to be finished, the 
Saturday morning session will 
probably be devoted to setting up 
the kitchen and parish hall. Anyone 
who i s able to spend a Uttle time 
setting up the church during the 
week o r on Saturday morning should 
please join in. And if you hav7 
suggestions for decorating thp 
chur~h or the hall, do offer to lend 
a hand. 
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A few thoughts 
by the Rector 

"A NEW CHURCH 
A NEW BEGINNING" 

I have just returned horne from walking 
through the new church. In ten days 
from now we will be holding our first 
services in what, I am pleased to say, 
will indeed by a beautiful place of 
wo rship. God, and several 
tradespeople, willing, by the end of 
Januat·y, tne project will be completed 
and we wi 11 be in possess ion of a 
truly fine parish facility. As 
moments in hi story come and go there 
a r e a few special ones that we savour; 
the building and opening of a new 
church is one of these occasions. 

From savouring the opening 
church, 1 want to take a 
leap from Stittsville 
Bethlehem almost 2000 years 

of our new 
monumental 
1990 to 

ago. In a 
stable, a young woman has just given 
birth to a son. As the pain of giving 
life subsides she cradles her child in 
her arms. The eyes of her newborn 
baby meet hers and she understands a 
depth of Jove and a realm of her 
humanity previously unknown. It is a 
moments she wishes would never leave 
her. 

We have all had such moments that we 
would 1 ike to capture and make last 
fot·ever. Those moments howevet· must 
pass and give way to other scenes that 
make up the unfolding story of life. 
To hold onto any one moment is to deny 
the possibilities residing in all the 
moments of the future. 

The young worna n in Beth 1 ehern was, of 
course , Mary, and her child was Jesus. 
Like evet·y child, Jesus had to grow, 
mature, and be about the business to 
which God had called Him. Mary 
savoured that moment with her infant 
son but then let it go. In letting go 
a vast horizon opened and her son went 
on to bt· i ng good news, hope, and · 
salvation to all people. 

We will savour this moment 
history as the people of God 
parish. .and then we will 

in out· 
in this 
let the 

moment go. There are new horizons of 
opportunity that will present 
themselves and God will call us to new 
work. May this new church be a 
threshold to new and wonderful 
dimensions of our Christian life. May 
it be a place of growth, newness, 
openness, as we journey together 
towar d the Kingdom of God. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Mernb e r s of the parish have 
cont r ibuted another $40,000 to the 
Buil d ing Fund, as our stewardship 
camp a ign nears completion. As part 
of t he campaign, each member of the 
pari s h was asked to complete a 
pledge card, to indicate support for 
the parish now and in 1991. 

Many parishioners responded that 
they could not make a pledge for 
1991 , but that they would support 
the Building Fund on a weekly basis. 
For example, ten dollars a week 
through 1991 would mean a / 
cont r ibution of approximately $500 
by t he end of next year. 

Othe r s preferred to make a one-time 
dona t ion to the Building Fund, 
eithe r immediately or in the New 
Year . The total of the contributions 
and pledges reached the amount of 
$40, 000. 

A f ew pledge cards are st i 11 
outs t anding. Some visitors have not 
made all of their calls and some 
peri s hioners asked to keep their 
pledg e cards so that they could be 
mail e d in. Anyone who has not 
rece i ved their pledge card should 
cont act Brian Smith at 831-0580. 

-----s(LtiM1 CflGHl HDLglilGHT----



· · · Our Big Day ... 

INAUGURATION OF OUR NEW CHURCH 

Sunday, December 23rd will be a big 
day in the life of our parish. Our 
long-awaited new building will be 
opening for its first services. 
After years of planning and months 
of watching, H will be a day of 
great excitement. 

The two church services will be held 
at the usual times of 8:30 and 10:00 
Sunday morning. Everyone is invited 
to dress up for the occasion, 
because a congregational photo will 
be taken after each service . We hope 
to persuade the photographer to get 
up in the balcony for a bird's eye 
view! 

Then at 11:30, there will be a 
parish luncheon to celebrate the 
inauguration. We're planning skits, 
carols and presentations to mark the 
opening of our church. We also hope 
the new church will be decorated for 
the Christmas season. Those who 
attend the 8:30 service are invited 
to return later in the morning, t~ 

join in the luncheon. 

This is just the first event in a 
whole year of opening ceremonies. 
The official dedication of the new 
church will take place on Easter 
Sunday, March 31, 1991. That's when 
our bishop the Rt. Rev. Edwin Lackey 
will be joing us. There are also 
plans for a community Open House 
sometime in the spring. Then, on the 
afte r noon of Sunday September 15th, 
the Pdmate of all Canada, 
Archbishop Michael Peers, wi 11 join 
us for a service of Thanksgiving. 

In the meantime, we 
looking forward to 
services, coming up 
Everyone ' s invited! 

should a 11 be 
the inaugural 
this Sunday. 

WI SHING YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
FROM THE RECTORY 

We wa n t to wish all the members of the 
St. Thomas Parish Family a happy. 
safe, and wonderful Christmas Season. 
We ho p e that everyone of you will know 
the joy and peace that comes from 
God's marvelous gift of Jesus His Son. 
Thank you for all your kindness, 
suppo r t, and friendship over the past 
year. 

May God continue to bless you and 
have a Merry Christmas 

Donn a . Ross, Laura, and Emma Moulton 

1991 Canadian Church Calendar 

Theme of the 1991 calendar is 

"Caring for Creation". At $4 

e ach they are a real bargain. 

with some really breathtaking 

pictures. My favourite picture 

i s the one for the month of 

February. guaranteed to brighten 

up the dullest day. Jasmine 

a lso has some mailing envelopes 

f or the calendars at 25C each. 

The church benefits to the tune 

of $1.25 for each calendar sold. 

J asmine has the calendars and 

e nvelopes at church before and 

a fter the 10 a.m. service. If 

you miss her there, please call 

836-2158. 

I 



Doodles from the Deputy I 

No, unlike Nottingham or Dodge 
City, there is neither a sheriff 
at St. Thomas' nor even a deputy 
sheriff . AS Deputy Chruch 
Warden I thought it about time 
to justify the position (to say 
nothing of the salary ! !), so 
hence a few "doodles". 

What is a Deputy Church Warden ? 
Until June this was a purely 
academic question as until that 
time I was Church School 
Superintendent (definitely no 
time for doodling). In theory I 
deputise for Barbara and Brian -
however the energy and 
efficiency of this dynamic duo 
is truely "awsome", so as Deputy 
I have enjoyed eccelenatical 
equivalent role of a pre-GST 
Canadian Senator or a latter day 
Dan Quayle I 

Hence the doodles. In these 
days it has b&en exciting to 
watch and reflect upon the 
activities and life at St. T's. 
The late summer and fall has 
seen the growth of our new 
building rising as it were like 
a Phoenix above the water. From 
humble beginnings as a hole in 
the ground, it has gone from 
foundation to walls, the walls 
to roof and roof to steeple -
now the tallest free standing 
structure in the thriving wild 
west of Ottawa (perhaps we do 
neeed a deputy!) . 

The impressive growth of the new 
Church raises more interesting 
questions. Are we giving 
spiritually to match our growth 
physically ?? Will the people 
of Stittsvill e be as moved by 
the growth of the people as they 
clearly are by the growth of the 
building. In a world which 
appears to be moving away from 
God will we be equipped both 
individually and as a Church to 
present our faith in our 
contemporary Canadian society 

both in what we say and what we 
do. Can we give a good account 
of t he faith that we claim ? 
Can we address our faith to the 
issue s of the day - the danger 
of war in the Gulf, sunday 
shopp ing and the threat to 
fami l y life, abortion, the role 
of r eligion in education, and 
many issues which confront 
socie ty ? 

In t he New Year we will be 
provi ding opprotunities for 
adult study and fellowship. We 
will hopefully be looking at 
ways that we can reach out to 
our c ommunity. As we enjoy the 
completion of our new building 
lets all think about how we can 
reach out to our community and 
our country. 

So much for Decembers doodling. 

The Deputy 

Alias: William Passmore 

Angl i cans who want to know more 

- Row--well 
Faced with 
us might 
expressing 
who God is 
beliefs to 

do you know God ? 
this question many of 

have difficulty 
our understandin of 
and explaining our 

others . 

Starting Wednesday January 16th, 
a s eries of informal Bible 
stud ies will be held ' in the 
parish to learn more about our 
fai t h. "Distorted images" is 
the title of the study guide we 
wil l be using for the first few 
weeks as we try to get a clearer 
understanding of God's nature. 
the Emphasis will be on keeping 
things low-key. so plan on 
join ing us as we learn together. 
Time and place to be announced 
shor tly. If you are interested 
in joining us please contact 
Sylv ie Dawes 836-5729, or 
Wil l iam Passmore 836-2876. 

\ 



WfElCOMfE MAT 

JEANEN: BRENDA recently returned 
to St. Thomas' after moving back 
to the area in April. Brenda 
grew up here and attended at St. 
Thomas' as a child and through 
until she was married here in 
September' 86. She and her 
husband JOHN, moved to the south 
end of the city for a few years 
but now live in Bridlewood. 
Brenda usually attends Church 
with her mother, MARILYN 
JOHNSTON. 

John was born in Winnipeg but 
his family moved to the Ottawa 
area in the late 60's. The 
Jaenens have just one dependant, 
a cat called CRICKET. 

Brenda works for Bell Northern 
Research testing software, and 
John is an auditor for Revenue 
Canada Taxation. In their spare 
time Brenda does some needlework 
(she's just getting into 
cross-stitch) and John loves to 
fish. 

KENNY: KAY has been attending 
with us since January. She is 
originally from Kingston and has 
been living in Stittsville for 
over a year. She and her 
husband, JOHN, met when Kay 
bought a car from him I John's 
family are from Carleton Place, 
although he grew up in Ottawa. 

The kennys have one son, COLTON 
(7 months). He was infact 
baptized last month in our 
temporary accomodations ! ! 
John is a Sales manager with the 
used car department at Turpin. 
Kay is a nurse at the Childrens 
Hospital, where she works in the 
neonatal intensive care unit. 

Both Kay and John love to travel 
and enjoy cooking. Kay also 
sews and John hunts. Kay 
usually attends the 10:00 AM 
serv ice I 

FINDLAY: For the past 9 months 
DAVI D and JEANETTE have been 
regular members of St. Thomas', 
but they have been with us on 
occasions prior to that. The 
Findlays live in Arnberwood 
Vil l age. 

David is originally from Kenora 
but since university he has 
lived mostly in Quebec. 
Jeanette is from St. 
Catherines. They have been 
living in the Ottawa area for 8 
years. 
The Findlays have 3 sons.-a11 of 
whom are married and off on 
their own. ROBERT is in 
Mississauga, DOUGLAS in 
Kitchener, and PAUL in Montreal. 
They have graced David and 
Jeanette with 3 grandchildren; 



SCOTT, KATY and HEATHER. 

David works for the Department 
of National Defense 
(engineering) and Jeanette is 
"enjoying life" (Davids 
words!!!). Jeanette is into 
aqua fitness and goes very 
regularly. David prefers to 
cross country ski and golf. 

REED: In August GARY and 
~GETTE moved to Crossing 
Bridges from their home of 12 
years in Kitchener. They have 
been at St. Thomas' for about a 
month. Gary works for Bell and 
the Reeds have been well 
traveled (London, Kitchener, 
Ottawa). Right now Gary is on 
contract to Telecom Canada but 
hopes to go back to Bell and 
settle the family in this area. 
Georgette used to work in 
computers and hopes one day to 
return to work once they have 
settled in I The Reeds have 2 
sons, PAUL (12) and WESLEY (8). 

The Reed family enjoy skiing and 
skating, and are looking forward 
to trying out Ottawas famous 
canal ! Georgette does 
needlework in her spare time and 
Gary likes to build things 
(decks, fences, rec rooms ! !). 

We look forward to meeting you 
at the 10:00 AM services I 

THOMPSON: HAROLD and JACQUELINE 
noved to Stittsville in March 
from Barrhaven and they have 
been with us e.t St. Thomas' 
since July. Harold is from 
Brighton and Jacqueline from 
Kingston. They met in Kingston 
at the then Department of 
Highways, where Harold was 
property appraiser and 
Jacqueline a legal secretary. 
they moved to Ottawa in 1972 
where Harold continues in 
property appraisal with the 
Municipality of Ottawa Carleton. 
After raising their family 
Jacqueline returned to work and 
is an administrative secretary 
with the Bank of Canada. 

>>> WELCOME!! ~<< 

The Thompsons have two children; 
DAVID ( 26) and KAREN ( 21). 
David lives in Ottawa and works 
with the Bank of Nova Scotia. 
Karen is in nursing at Algonquin 
College. She goes into rotation 
at QCH in January and writes her 
RN in April. Then on July 6 she 
will be marrying RICHARD LEMAY 
at St. Thomas' 111 Busy girl ! 

Jacqueline enjoys knitting and 
playing around with computers. 
She also loves to get involved, 
particularly in Church life 
(she's taught Sunday School, 
been the secretary at St. 

.Stephens and much more ... she's 
also available 1). Harolds 
great love is the game of 
tennis, although golf and other 
sports are in his repatoire. 
Harold also loves to sing. His 
father was the Church organist 
and all five of his sons sang 
in the choir I I Listen out for 
them at the 10:00 AM services. 

RITCHIE: NEILL and CHRISTINE 
are very new faces in our 
congregation. They have just 
joined us from the Lutheran 
Church in Kanata. They have one 
daugh ter, XALA (3 1/2), who is 
looking forward to Sunday School 
in t he "new Church" (she is 
asmat ic and unable to attend at 
"the grocery store"). r 

The Ritchies have been living in 
Stitt sville for 4 years, prior 
to t hat they lived in the east 
end. Chrsitine is from Arnprior 
whils t Neill is a native of 
Ottawa. Neill is kept busy with 
the family business, Ritchie 
Feed and Seed, and Christine is 
a ful l time mom. 

Chris tine enjoys sewing and 
knitt ing. She tells me that her 
present aim is to knit a mitt a 
night for the Woolly Tree, and 
she has several pairs ready thus 
far I Neill is very busy with 
his business, but when he has 
time he enjoys golfing. 

Also attending with the Ritchies 
is Christines grandmother FREIDA 
ALBRECHT. You can meet them all 
at t h e 10:00 AM service. 



~ Sunday School Report ~ 
-by Jane Smith 

It's getting exciting. isn't it? 
Not just Christmas approaching but 
also our new church! Every time I go 
past the building, I find myself 
wonde1:ing how much mo1:e work needs 
to be done. Is the carpet in? Is the 
electricity turned on? 

Those of us in the church school are 
very anxious to get into our new 
digs and finally have everyone 
together in one building. What a 
great Christmas present that would 
be! 

Worship in the warehouse has been a 
bit of a challenge for all of us in 
Sunday School, but the teachers and 
scudents have risen to this 
challenge. Surprisingly, attendance 
in the classes in Br~dley's has 
remained fairly good. The senior 
class in the library has dropped in 
attendance. We hope we will be 
seeing those students again soon. 

Scott Jefferies, Joanna Passmore, 
Tracey Kutney and J.P. Torunski as 
teaching assistants. 

They have been with the Sunday 
School classes since September (some 
of th e m much longer!) and I hope 
they will stay with us all year. Not 
only do they help the teachers with 
lessons and activities, but they 
also know the children well, which 
is a real help for the new teachers. 
We rely on their help a great deal. 

This term of Church School will run 
until January 13. At that time we 
will be needing new teachers for all 
our c l asses for a ten week session 
runni n g from January 20 to March 24. 
Please consider joining our Church 
School; no experience is required 
and t r aining is provided. We really 
have a great group of kids in our 
St. Tomas family. Why not get to 
know them? 

Now that the nagging portion of this 
artic l e is done, I would . like to 

The Sunday School relies on many take this opportunity to wish 
people to run smoothly and I would every o ne a veFy Merry Christmas and 
like to take a moment to mention a saf e holiday season. I'm sure that 
some of them. We are very fortunate 1991 will be a super year for us all 

~;;::::·n~~ish of St. Thomas. 
PARISH COUNCIL Di~;~~SES In a ddition to these amounts the 

"OUTREACH FUNDS" 
At the December meeting of Parish 
Council the remaining funds in the 
Parish Outreach Budget were assigned. 
This money is in the budget for wol·k 
beyond our own parish. The following 
donations have been made: 

Snowsuit Fund $200.00 
South American Missionary 

Society $200.00 
Primates World Relief and 

Development Fund $200.00 
The Alzheimer Society 

[in memory of Archie Bell] 
$200.00 

Centre 454 [to assist with 
Christmas Dinner] $60.00 

"Outreach Budget," earlier in the 
year, supported the following work: 

Primates World Relief and 
Development Fund [in memory of 
the Rev'd Lloyd Bradley] 

$40.00 
Go ulbourn Refugee Committee 

$300.00 
Centre 454 $300.00 

St. Thomas' Pa 1· ish also suppo 1·t s the 
work of the Diocesan and National 
church through Assessment and 
Apportionment. In 1990 
contribution is $15.973.00 



The O:cen 

Christmas Eve, and twelve of the 
clock. 
"Now they are all on their 
knees". 
An elder said as we sat in a 
flock 
By the embers in hearthside 
ease. 

We pictured the meek mild 
creatures where 
They dwelt in their strawy pen. 
Nor did it occur to one of us 
there 
To doubt they were kneeling 
then. 

So fair a fancy few would weave 
In these years ! ' Yet, I feel, 
If someone said on Christmas 
Eve,, 
"Come; see the oxen kneel 

"In the lonely barton by yonder 
coomb 
Our childhood used to know", 
I should go with him in the 
gloom, 
Hoping it might be so. 

Thomas Hardy 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 

HOLY BAPT1SM 
"Christ's_Own Forever" 

November 25. 19~0 

JOHN COLTON KENNY 
so n of John and Elizabeth Kenny 

HOLY BURIAL 
" Acl:novdedge, we p t· ay, a sheep of your 

own fo ld , a laQb of you~ own flock, 
and a sinner of your ov:n redeeming." 

LESLIE NO&TH 
November 7, 19<;'0 

ARCHIE ALEXANDER BELL 
November 22, 1990 

"Rest ete.·nal grant unto them. 0 Lord. 
And l et light perpetual shine upon 
them. " 

NEXT CELEBRATION OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Fea st of the Baptism of the Lord 
Sunday, January 13, 1S91 

10:00 a.m. 

Those pre senti ng them_se l ves or 
childr en for the Sacrament of 

r.heir 
Holy 

Bapti s m must regularly Etnd frequently 
attend public worship in this parish. 
Befor e each baptism a BRptismal 
Prepa r ation Evening will be held for 
adult candidates and their spofi5ors 
and f o r the parents of children being 
present ed. The rector wou 1 d be very 
happy to talk to you and help you 
pt·epa t· e f0t· this impot· tant s acr ament 
of faith and new Ufe .-

Next Sunday (Dec. 23) we will be 
"dressing up" for the 
inauguration service and a 
congregational photo. Please 
bring a plate of sandwiches or 
squares and come for the 
inaugural luncheon. 
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THE SHEPHERDS LEFT THEIR SHEEP 
AND WENT TO SEE BABY JESUS. 

THEY WANTED TO WORSHIP HIM BECAUSE 
HE WAS GOD'S SON. 

( 

( 

' \ 

HELP THE SHEPHERDS FIND JESUS. 
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CONNECT THE DOTS TO FINISH THE PICTURE OF MARY AND 
JOSEPH AS THEY ARRIVE IN BETHLEHEM. 



THE SHEPHERD'S STORY . 

USING THE CLUES BELOW, SOLVE THIS CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE. 
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Across 
3 . The took ca re of sheep. 
4 . The angels praises to God. 

-G 
..; 

5. The told the shepherds about Jesus. 
8. Mary and Joseph lived in _____ _ 
9. was the mother of Jesus. 

Down 
1. Mary named her baby ___ __ _ 
2. Jesus was born in _____ _ 
6. There was no room in the _____ _ 
7. Mary had a _____ _ 



Easter Sunday 
March 31 

visit from 
BlSROP LACKEY 

Dedication of New Churc~ 
0 

0 
HAVE SNOWBLOWER, WILL TRAVEL. 

Need y o Ltr walk and dri vev~a.y cleaned? 

$20 f or walk and single driveway. 

Phone Pete Torunski 

836-7375 



FIRST SERVICE IN OUR NEW CHURCH 

December 23rd 199_0_. 

''A NEW BEGINNIN_G'' 
Coming events, as we prepare for 

Christmas 
'Twas the week before Christmas 

ORIENTATION 
work parties for 

parish volunteers 

Mon. Dec. 17 7:30-9:30 pm 
Wed. Dec. 19 7:30-9:30 pm 
Sat. Dec. 22 9:00-11:00 am 

(kitchen set-up, decorating) 

INAUGURATION 
of our 

NEW CHURCH 

Sunday, Dec. 23 

8:30 Eucharist 
9:50 Sunday School 
& Nursery begin 

10:00 Choral Eucharist 
11:30-1:00 Luncheon 

CHRISTMAS 
in our 

NEW CHURCH 

Christmas Eve, Dec 24 
4:30 7:30 10:00 pm 

Christmas Day, Dec 25 
9:30 3IIl 

(skits, carols +presentations) Christmas I. Dec 30 · 
8:30 10:00 family service 

* WITTY* 
*COMICAL * 
*FARCICAL * 
* ENTERTAINING * 
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YOUTH GROUP PEl={FQRl\18 

A HILARlOUS ACCOUNT 

OF THE BUILDING OF 

A NEW CHURCH. 
. /1,11(,/ \ ... I \ 
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