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A HOUSE OF GOD 

In little more than a week from now, 
on Easter Sunday, our new church will 
be dedicated. At that service, under 
the pastoral guidance of our Bishop, 
we will offer to God all that we have 
done in these past years. As the 
dedication begins, the Bishop will 
approach the main doors of the church 
and say, "Let the doors be opened." 
In that moment they will be opened to 
him as friend, pastor, and bishop but 
more than that they will be opened to 
the wo1: ld. A place dedicated to the 
praise and worship of God needs first 
and foremost to be a welcoming place. 
This must be a place where people ran 
come when they are joyful, strong, and 
on top of the world; it must also be a 
place where people can come when they 
are brokenhearted, weak, and in 
dispair. We, who are for a time, the 
keepers of this place must do all we 
can to insure that there are no 
barriers physical, social, or 
psychological to those who would seek 
out this place of God. 

Upon entering the new church the 
Bishop wi 11 take his pastoral staff 
and rna rk the threshold with the sign 
of the cross saying, "Peace be to this 
house, and all who enter here: In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit." As a person 
in baptism is marked with the sign of 
the cross and claimed for Christ, so 
this church is claimed for Christ . As 
the individual Christian lives in the 
world but is not 'of the world' so the 
church building stands 'in the world' 
but is set apart for purposes beyond 
the world. The purposes for which it 
is set apart may be gleaned from the 
way the dedication proceeds. 

Moving to the font the bishop will 
declare this to be a place of baptism . 
In baptism we died with Christ in His 
death and we are raised with Him in 
His r esurrection. This church is to 
be a place of new life; a place of 
confession, absolution, reconcilation. 
Those who come to be baptized will 

confe s s that Jesus is Lord and they 
will f ollow a new way. 

The b i shop wi 11 then proceed to the 
lecte r n and the pulpit. In this place 
of wo rship people should expect to 
hear of God's mighty works. The 
scrip t ures and the instruction we 
receiv e from them tell the wonderful 
story of God' ,s creative love in His 
world . From age to age men and women 
have heard of God's work in the world 
and b e en called to see His work in 
their 1 i ves. That story read and 
procl a imed finds its climax in Jesus, 
God's incarnate word. 

At the altar the Bishop praises God 
for t h e perfect sacrifice of Jesus and 
procl a ims that all who eat and drink 
at this holy table may be fed and 
refre s hed by his flesh and blood, be 
forgi v en for their sins, united with 
one a other, and strengthened for his 
servic e. It is here that the drama of 
the f a ith is acted out. It is here 
that t he core-story is told again and 
again as each week bread is broken, 
the cup is blessed and we are all 
joined in the banquet of the Kingdom 
of God. 

Thus, the church is dedicated. In a 
final prayer we pray that God wi 11 
accep t and bless all we have done and 
grant that in these earthly things we 
may behold the order and beauty of 
things heavenly, 

Join s on Easter Day, March 31, for 
the De di cat ion of the new St. Thomas 
Church , Stittsville. 

May the joy of new life and 
resur r ection be yours this Easter 



~;;m)~ a From the Editor's Oeslc::;;;; ~ 

March; in like a lion and out like a lamb II 
or, in our case, in with the builders and out 
with the Bishop I Yes, spring is here and all 
of our minds turn to spring cleaning, and 
none more so than here at St. Thomas' where 
we"ve been busily getting everything tidied 
away "just right" for the Dedication of our 
new Church. Easter will have a special 
meaning for all of us this year; as Christ 
gave us His greatest gift, His life and His 
resurrection, so we have been given another 
wonderful gift, that of a new Church. This 
"new St. Thomas' " is not just a building, it 
is a statement of faith and a sure sign that 
Anglicans are following the right footsteps. 

On Easter Sunday Bishop Lackey will be 
joining us for the Dedication ceremony. The 
days events promise to be very exciting and 
everyone is encouraged to join in I This 
issue of the Peoples Pulpit will tell much 
more about the days events and the people 
involved. There are also new folk to meet on 
"The Welcome Mat" and a new "Letters to the 
Editor" page, plus much, much morel 

I give my special thanks to Georgette Reed 
who photocopied the February issue of the 
magazine, and I again ask for help I Anyone 
who can help photocopying, delivering or 
even anyone wishing to join "the team" is 
encouraged to call me, soon I The next issue 
will be out on 26 May and the deadline for 
contributions is 17 May. 

Thank you and Happy Easter, 
~- -· 

Georgina Purchase (836-4073) 

? PANCAKES? 

Many people have asked me why we 
traditionally eat pancakes on Shrove 
Tuesday. To date, the only explanation I 
have found (provided by our Rector) is that 
in the early days of the Church diet was 
strictly followed "during Lent. Therefore at 
the beginning of the Lenten period people 
used up all of their fats and oils so that they 
did not become rancid. Pancakes were a good 
recipe for achieving this end. 

If anyone knows of another reason for our 
consumption of pancakes please write to me. 
we would all love to know I 

Ma rch 24 - Sunday of the Passion 
wi t h the Blessing and Distribution 

of Palms 
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

March 27 - Wednesday in Holy Week 
7:30p.m. Holy Eucharist 

March 28 - Maundy Thursday 
7:30 p.m. Institution of the 

Lord's Supper 

March 29 - Good Friday 
11:00 a.m. Ecumenical Service 

at 
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church 

March 30 - Easter Eve 
7: 30 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter 

with 
Holy Baptism and the first Eucharist 

of Easter 

March 31 - Easter Day 
8 : 30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

10:00 a.m. The Dedication of the 
Church 

10:20 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
Th e Right Reverend Edwin K. Lackey 

Bishop of Ottawa, Ce~~~\ '1 

D I \1; 
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IN PROFILE ... 

The Rt. Rev. Edwin Lackey is the Bishop of 
the Diocese of Ottawa, and therefore he is 
our Bishop, but what is a Bishop? Let me 
start with a brief explanation that will 
hopefully answer any questions that may 
concern us with regard to the Bishops role 
in our Parish: 

"The Anglican Church of Canada is part of 
the Worldwide Anglican Fellowship of 
Churches in communion with the Arch 
Bishop of Canterbury. Each national church 
is composed of a number of Dioceses 
presided over by a Bishop. 

The Diocesan Bishop is the focus of unity 
with the diocese and a link between the local 
diocese and the Universal Church. Authority 
is vested in the Bishop who is the chief 
pastor and speaks on behalf of the diocese. 
The Bishop is called: 
- to guard the faith, unity and discipline of 
the church, 
- to celebrate and provide for the 
administration of the sacraments of the new 
covenant, 
- to ordain priests and deacans and to join in 
the ordination of Bi~hops, 
- to be in all things a faithful pastor and 
wholesome example for the entire flock of 
Christ. 

In the Diocese of Ottawa there is one Bishop 
and one suffragan Bishop". 

(Source: The Program Office) 

Just In Time !!! ~ 
With our Dedication serv ice fast 
approaching on 31 March, the push is on to 
get all of those "little jobs" finished in timet 

The "Good Shepherd" window will be back 
just in time. It will be reinstalled on the 
opposite side of the church to its original 
placement. The communion rail will be 
installed and there will be a cross behind 
the alter. The Aumbry will also be ready 
for the dedication service. 

THE RT. REV. EDWIN LACKEY 

Bishop Lackey was priested in April, 1954 
and consecrated Bishop of Ottawa on 29 
September, 1981. Prior to that he had been 
a curate in Cornwall, incumbent ·Of Russell, 
of V n Kleek, and of St. Michaels and All 
Angels, Ottawa. He was the Director of 
Programs for the Diocese of Ottawa and was 
the Archdeacon of the Diocese (or the D.E.O; 
Diocesan Executive Officer). Our Bishop 
has a M.A. from Bishops University and an 
honorary D.C.L. (Doctor of Civil Law). All 
of this may lead to some confusion in 
addressing our Bishop who is the Rt. Rev., 
or Mr., or Dr., or Moose ... to name but a 
few. The nickname "Moose" was one given to 
a young Edwin Lackey at Camp Pontiac. He 
apparently had a huge voice and great 
presence even back then, hence the name II 
A reliable source tells me of a comment 
overheard at the Bishops consecration 
ceremony, that comment was simply "how 
will they ever fit antlers on the Miter ?II 
It would also seem that our Bishop must 
have a "trophy room" at home to house all of 
the f\1oose memmorabilia he has been given 
ove( the years I 

Bishop Lackey is somehow related to the 
Lackeys of Richmond and Stittsville and he 
now resides in Ottawa. Our Bishop is 
married and he and his lovely wife Judy 
have four children, all of whom are 
married. The Lackeys have 3 sons; John, 
Peter and Shephen; and a daughter, Janet. 
They also boast 6 grandchildren I 

The hymn boards are now up and there are 
new hymn books and prayer books 
distributed throughout the pews. The Class 
rooms and offices are open now too. The 
Church School finally has its long awaited 
clas rooms and Ross has his own office for 
the VERY Fl RST time I There is also a new 
secretarial office to house the new volunteer 
secretarial team. Everyone is welcome to 
come in and look around I 



AN AUMBRY FOR THE 
RESERVED SACRAMENT 

by the Rector 

In my Annual Report, adopted by Vestry 
in January, I indicated my desire to 
see our new church equipped with an 
aumbry. This small cabinet in the 
sanctuary wall will be a place of 
dignity were the consecrated elements 
from the Communion may be retained 
until they are administered to those, 
who, usually due to illness, are 
unable to attend the Sunday Parish 
Eucharist. Parish Council, on 
recommendation of the Worship 
Committee, debated this initiative at 
its March meeting and decided to 
proceed with the installation of the 
aumbry as soon as possible. 

The use of an aumbry in the parish 
provides an opportunity to explore and 
review the use of the Reserved 
Sacrament as an important tool in the 
ministry of the church. This may be 
done from both an historical 
perspective and a pastoral/practical 
perspective. Historically, the 
reserving of bread and wine from the 
communion is recorded as early as the 
second century. In about 150 A.D. 
Justin, a convert to Christianity from 
Ephesus described the Sunday liturgy 
of the Church:" e.. there is brought 
bread and wine and water, and the 
president offers in like manner 
prayers and thanksgivings and the 
people cry out saying the AMEN. The 
distribution and sharing is made to 
each from -the things over which thanks 
have been said, and is sent to those 
not present through the deacons. 
The practice of reservation is 
frequently ref erred to from this 
period and through the fourth century 
in the writings of church fathers such 
as Tertullian, St. Cyprian, and St. 
Basi 1. While there are references to 
the Reserved Sacrament being kept in 
people's homes, especially those who 
lived a great distance from the 
church, from the fourth century on the 
churches were increasingly the 

ordina ry places for keeping _ the 
Reserv ed Sacrament either in an aumbry 
in the wall or in a tabernacle on the 
altar . Throughout these and the 
following centuries the reserved 
sacrament is recorded as being used 
for t h e Communion of the Sick as well 
as f r Communion during liturgies 
where there was no celebration. By 
medieval times the communion of the 
lay pe ople had become very infrequent 
and t he sense of Eucharist as a 
celebr ation of community was all but 
lost. The extent of this shift was 
such t hat -adoration of Christ in the 
sacrament had for the most part 
replac e regular communion in the piety 
of me d ival Christians. 

At the time of the Reformation the 
Reformers wished to address themselves 
to the communion of the laity and 
restor e the practice of frequent 
commu ion among the whole church. To 
that e nd the Reformers discouraged and 
surpre ssed ~~servation and the nature 
of worship that had come to be 
assoc i ated with it. [One observer 
write , "it must be admitted that they 
(the Reformers) met with greater 
succe s in suppressing reservation 
than in persuading people to come 
frequ e ntly to communion.] 

The reservation of the sacrament has 
had a varied history in Anglicanism 
since the sixteenth century and the 
adven t of the Book of Common Prayer. 
The Prayer Book of 1549 provided for 
the sacrament to be reserved and 
carri e d to the sick. Reservation 
disap eared from the Prayer Books of 
1552 and 1559 and then reappeared in 
the Pr ayer Book of Queen Elizabeth in 
1560. The Prayer Book of 1662 
retai ed the 1559 direction that, left 
-over consecrated Sacrament should be 
revere ntly consumed after the 
bless i ng. From the seventeen century 
the custom of reserving the sacrament 
was practiced in only rare instances 
in the Church of England but has been 
widel y restored in the Anglican 
Commu ion starting at the beginning of 
the n i neteen century. In the Scottish 



Episcopal Church it has remained 
customery and a note in the Scottish 
Liturgy declares it to be lawful. The 
1979 Prayer Book of the Episcopal 
Church of the United States makes 
provision in its rubrics for the 
Reserved Sacrament as does the 
Canadian Book of Alternative Services. 
The rubrics of the Book of Alternative 
Services clearly affirm the use of the 
Reserved Sacrament as normative in the 
worship life of the parish . Most 
notably the examples are: "Communion 
under Special Circumstances" p. 256, 
257; at the Maundy Thursday Eucharist 
p. 306; at the Good Friday Liturgy p. 
317; and the "Ministry to the Sick" p . 
552 and p. 556 In the section 
"Ministry to the Sick" p. 552 it is 
noted that, "The relationship between 
the sick person and the Sunday 
ass~mbly is best demonstrated when 
bread and wine set aside at the Sunday 
eucharist are b r ought for communion." 

The rubrics and directions in the Book 
of Alternative Services are a clear 
expression of the acceptance by the 
Anglican Church of Canada of the 
historic and pastoral pract i ce of 
using the Reserved Sacrament. The 
Book of Alternative Services comes to 
the church after long and careful 
consider ation by both the House of 
Bishops and the General Synod of the 
Anglican Church of Canada. The 
acceptance of the pract i ce by the 
Canadian Church can be fu r ther 
affirmed in that the National Chu r ch 
Doctr i ne and Worship Comm i ttee has 
deve loped gu i delines for the use of 
bishops who wish to authorize the 
Reservat i on of the Sacrament for the 
communion of people who do not have 
the set-vice of a priest . In the 
Di ocese of Ottawa the Bi s hop has 
approv ed a pi lot project where by the 
Rese r ved Sacrament can be taken to 
pat i ents in the Civic Hospital by lay 
people. 

One further historical note. Article 
28 of the 39 Ar ticles (Book of Common 
Pr ayer p. 709,710) is sometimes cited 
as a prohibition against the use of 

the Reserved Sacrament . The main 
thrus t of Article 28 is to a ffirm that 
when r eceived "· .righty , worthily , 
and wi th faith. . the Bread which we 
break is apartaking of the Body of 
Chris t ; and likewise the Cup of 
Bless i ng is a partaking of the Blood 
of Ch r ist" and to refute the theory of 
transubstantiation (the doctrine that 
the substance of the bread and wine 
change in the Eucharist) In the final 
parag aph of the Article it is 
observ ed that , "· • • the Lord's Supper 
was not by Christ's ordinance 
reserv ed , carried about , lift up, or 
worsh i pped." Clearly the statement is 
true. Jesus, when instituting the 
Lord' Supper as He gathered with His 
frien d s in the Upper Room on the night 
before the crucifixion, did not 
outli e the totality of sacramental 
expre s sion; He left His disciples and 
us a angible means by which we might 
know His abiding presence until He 
comes again. Each age has had to 
discover how best to interpret · that 
tangi le means as it proclaims · the 
abidi g presence of Christ in His 
Churc • Much, indeed most, of our 
piety and expression of faith can not 
be di r ectly attributed to an ordinance 
from our Lord. Silver chalices and 
paten , communion railings (or lack 
thereo f), candles on the Holy Table or 
Altar (or lack thereof) , the use of 
liturg ical colours, the use of small 
wafer s for communion - none of these 
pract i ces can be attributed to an 
ordina nce from Christ -- that does not 
surely mean that He or the authors of 
the 3 9 Articles can be cited as 
forbi dding them. 

And now from the historical to the 
pastor al and practical . At the 
begin ing of this article I described 
the Reserved Sacrament as a "tool in 
the minstry of the church." As a 
pries t and pastor extending the 
sacramental life of the parish to 
those who are unable to be at the 
Sunday Eucharist is a very important 
part o f what I believe God has called 
me t o do. In twelve years of 
pries t hood I have always communicated 



the sick and shut-in from the Reserved 
Sacrament and while I was 
deacon-in-charge of my first parish 
our Sunday communion was from the 
Reserved Sacrament until I was 
ordained priest. I believe the use of 
the Reserved Sacrament and its storage 
in a place of honour and dignity 
within the church is as an important, 
responsible, and legitimate expression 
of pastoral ministry now as it has 
been throughout the history of the 
church. I will conclude this article 
with two excerpts: the first from Paul 
Gibson, National Church Staff, 
"Resources for Liturgy - The Use of 
the Reserved Sacrament" 

"The eucharist is, at root, a holy 
meal at which the sacramental b1~ ead 

and wine are consumed. However, it 
has often been the p r actice of 
Christians to reserve some of the 
sacramental food for use of one kind 
or another on a later occasion. 
The purpose of reservation is always 
to extend the eucharistic celebration 
to include in its communion those who 
can not be present for the whole. 
The eucharist is an event; it is not 
a mechanism for confecting the 
sacrament as though it could have an 
existence apa r t from the event. 
Reservation extends that event .. • 
The reserved sac rament s hould always 
be t r eated with r eve r ence, but that 
reve r ence should not . .eclipse the 
purpose of reservation, ie., 
communion." 

A second excerpt - from John Baycroft, 
Suffragan Bishop of Ottawa, The 
Eucharistic Way (pp.88,89) 

"The belief that the objective 
presence of Christ is in the bread 
and wine has led to the good practice 
of r ese r ving some of the elements to 
take to the sick who are prevented 
f r om physi c ally attend i ng the 
complete e uc haris tic celebr ation . 
Someone in a hospi.tal bed rec eive no 
less than the worshipper kneeling at 
the latar rail when the body and 
blood of Christ i s given. 
"I have been helped. .not only by 
part icipating in Eucharists but also 

by q iet times alone in Chu r ch in the 
pres nee of the reserved sac r ament. 
I be lieve that quiet and r eflective 
aware ness of the presence of Christ 
in the eucharistic elements can 
enha ce our ability to receive the 
gift of that presence. 

John Baycroft concluded, The 
Eucha r istic Way, by writ i ng, "The 
Eucha r ist is an inexhaustible 
treas ry. " I believe the 
extension of ministry made possible 
throug h the use of the Reserved 
Sacra ent is one more way to share 
those Eucharistic riches with all the 
people of God. 

CJ{V.'l\C9-fY9.2\1JS 

Ofi wfr.y tfo peopf.t wastt tfwir fmatfi 
Jnvertting tfainty names for tfea.tfi? 
On tfw oUf tombstones of tfw past 
We tfo not rea££ •Jtt peace at fast" 
r.But simp{y .. tfiu{" or pCain .. tfcpartttf" 
It 5 no gootf 6eing cfUc~n-fie.artetf. 

We tfie; tfiat 5 tfiat; our fCesfi tfccays 
Or azsappears in otf&er ways. 
'But since we're Cfiristians, we befieve 
IJfuu we new bodies wif£ receive 
<To cfotfu our souls for us to meet 
Our 9rf~r at liis jutfgenunt seat. 

Jtruf tfU.s befief is a gift of faitfi 
Jtru{, if it 5 true, no cruf is tfeatfi. 
Jts Lent passes aruf 'Easters near 
IJfu greatest tfay of a{[ tfu year 
'Jtfun Jesus, wfw intfced died, 
1\(Jse witfi 1fzs body gforifietl. 

Jltuf if you Jintf befieving nard 
rrru primroses in your cfutrcfiyard 
Jtntf nwtfern science too wif£ sfww 
'lliat a[[ tfiings cfwnge w(Uf.t tfwy grow, 
Jtntf we, wfw cfiange in '1inu wif£ 6e 
Stif£ nwre cfiattgetf in 'Eternity. 

John Betjeman 



As I sit down to write this, spring is in the 
air. In fact, it really seems like summer 
outside. This is such a joyful time of year -
a time of sunshine and hope and new birth. 
We have once again survived the winter and 
now look forward to Easter and the 
dedication of the church. Ross and many 
others, I would imagine, will be happy to 
forget the inconvenience of a building under 
construction. 

Perhaps you will allow me to compare your 
new church under construction to our 
Lenten experience. The Lenten experience 
is important to our journey of faith, 
because it allows us to prepare for Holy 
Week and Easter. Without it we can reduce 
the final days of Jesus' life to not much 
more -than a familiar story. 

Are the crowds of Easter Sunday even dimly 
aware of the anguish of the preceeding week 
- of Jesus' despair, the indifference of 
people and the cruelty of the cross? 

THE DEDICATION 

-A special plaque will be unveiled on 
Easter Sunday, to commemorate the 
dedication of our new church . There will 
also be a new memorial board, to 
acknowledge special gifts and memorials 
to the parish. 

-As part of the service, the bishop will 
also ded i cate special items such as the 
stained glass windows, lec t ern, pulpit 
and communion rail . 

-Parts of the dedication servi ce will be 
videotaped. We hope the tape can be 
replayed during the lunch , then sealed 
away in the time capsule. 

-For the past couple of weeks, we have 
been collec ting items for a time 
capsule, which wil l be opened 25 years 
from now. Everyone is invited to sign a 
message to the congregation of 2016. 
Please think up suggestions for what you 
would like to see included in the time 
capsule and contact John Bottriell or 
Rosemary Ravindra. 

Not long ago, I witnessed a re-enactment of 
the crucifixion. A person carried a life
sized cross. Large spikes were nailed into 
this cross. The pounding of the hammer was 
almost deafening in the silence. I had never 
realized the horror and pain of a death of 
this kind until I heard the sound of those 
nails being driven into that wood. It was 
hard to imagine that nails like those were 
driven into Jesus. 

But we know that Jesus moved steadily 
through those final days before His death, as 
if he knew his final destination. 

In Jesus "all the fullness of God was pleased 
to dwell". In Jesus' decision to obey the will 
of God He became the Christ who died for us 
and rose again. Death turns to joy in the 
resurrection. The resurrection, as a sign of 
new life, allows us to have hope and to 
celebrate. 

-During the lunch after the dedication 
servic e, the time capsule will be closed 
up and tucked away in the basement. It 
has to be kept indoors, to protect it 
from t he cold and damp. (Make plans now 
to be at the church in 2016, to see the 
capsu l e re-opened!) 

-Membe rs of the 8:30 congregation are 
invite d to stay for coffee between the 
two s e rvices. Perhaps this will start a 
new t r adition of coffee and fellowship, 
after the 8 : 30 service. 

-Are Easter bonnets back in vogue? 
Should we have a competition for the 
best Easter bonnet, with the rector 
doing the judging? (NO, says the 
rector !) However, perhaps people would 
like to commemorate Easter, by wearing 
spring corsages Sunday morning, at the 
dedica tion . 



Thoughtsfrolll------------------------

THE RECTOR'S WARDEN 
Recently, Bill and I, along with friends, enjoyed a holiday in southern California. 
While in San Diego, in order to get a feel for that city, we decided to go on a 
narrated tour. Although interesting and informative, there was a very noticeable 
difference between this tour and ones I have taken in other cities. In places such 
as Paris and Lisbon, for example, a similar tour i s almost entirely historical in 
context. One is shown the statues of their dead heroes, the monuments to their 
former victories, and the architecture of their. past ages. Not·:so in San Diego. 

There, the past was barely alluded to. Rather than dwelling on history, the thrust 
of this tour was on present accomplishments and f uture plans. I felt that San Diego 
would never, as it were, get a crick in its neck f rom looking over its shoulder at 
things long past. Nor would it ever become bedridden resting on its present laurels. 
I had the vivid impression of a dynamic, vibrant city, a city that was doing things 
and going places, a city that welcomed today and was eager for tomorrow. 

Naturally, this made me think of - what else - St . Thomas', of course! Our church 
building is virtually complete. This will be a year of celebration, a year with 
special -services and dedications, with invited dignitaries and welcome guests. And 
so it should be. After years of planning and preparation and construction, we've 
earned it. It is (dare I use the phrase?) meet and right so to do. 

When we take visitors on a tour of St. Thomas', however, let's make sure that they 
hear more than the historical facts - important though our history is, and that 
they see more than a monument to our past achievment - monumental though our . 
achievment was. Let's show them the accomplishments in which we are presently 
engaged and the plans we have for future undertaki ngs - all things which our .. 111ew 
facility, by virtue of its size and outlay, is rna ing possible for us to do. 

While not all parishioners had input into the desi gn of this building, every 
parishioner should have designs for this building. What are your aspirations for 
the future of St. Thomas"? What goals do you believe our church St>uld pursue? What 
things do you want to see planned? What projects ndertaken? 

Whatever your ideas - even though you might think them too far out, or overly 
ambitious, or seemingly insignificant - I can assure you that Parish Council will 
welcome them. And, with your help and the help of others, these ideas will 
become reality. 

It is tempting to feel it's enough, going to church every Sunday, ensconsing 
ourselves in the pew, responding automatically to the routine of liturgy, giving 
an ear to the sermon and a voice to the hymns. But, no matter how tempting it is, 
deep insi de we know it is not enough. We all know that, just like a city, our 
church is not an immovable object. Our church is an irresistible force, alive 
with purpose and potenti al, and with promises to keep. 

Surely, the dearest wish we could have for St. Thomas' is this: that, a quarter 
of a century from now, when our time capsule is opened by a future congregation, 
that those people will be able to say of us: "First, they completed the structure, 
and then they started the real building." 

1"(\,~~ · 
Barbara Cordukes, 
Rector's Warden. 



CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS 
"The Old Wing" 

The contractor has almosted completed 
the renovation of the old wing of the 
church. Several Sunday School classes 
and the nursery moved in to their new 
classrooms two weeks ago. They report 
it's a much quieter space for teaching, 
instead of sharing the parish hall. They 
will also have all their supplies, close 
at hand. 

The new Sacristy/Vestry is also easing 
into operation. This is the closest 
room to the sanctuary, providing ease of 
access for the Altat· Guild. lt includes 
special shelves for church linens and 
communi on vesse Is and wi 11 feature a 
sink to help with cleaning and flowers. 

The largest room upsatirs is the Council 
Room, which will serve as a board room 
for meetings and can also be rented out. 
There will be a small kitchenette in the 
corner, to allow for coffee and 
refreshments during meetings. 

The rector is in the process of setting 
up his new study. Ross has admitted that 
this is the first office he's ever had 
and he appea1·s to be enjoying it. The 
study is a carpetted room, featu1.·ing a 
private entrance off Main Street. 

Next door is a new parish office, with 
word processor, photocopiet· and filing 
cabinet. The office is available to be 
used by parish volunteers However, it 
will also be home to a new secretarial 
team, which will keep regular office 
hours and take over some of the 
administrative workload. 

WANTED: 

Adults willing to offer their time as 

Sunday School teacherso 

April 7 to June 2 

Please contact Jane Smith at 831-0580, 
if you are able to help. 

The parish has taken out a commercial 
mortg age with the Bank of Nova Scotia, 
to complete the financing of the new 
churc h. This comes afte1~ all other 
resou rces have been utilized and as 
cons t ruction is virtually compl~~e. 

The a mount of the mortgage is $73,000, 
with a one-year term, at prevailing 
•~esi dential rates. We were able to get 
the less expensive residential rat~, by 
plac i ng the mortgage on the rectory 
prop rty, rather than the church. The 
one-y ear term a 11 ows the parish to pay 
down the mortgage quickly, next April 
1st, depending on the level of 
cont r ibutions over the next year. 

The parish also has a $32,000 line of 
cred i t with the bank, to see us through 
delay s in cash-flow. We have used this 
cred i t once during March, while awaiting 
mort age arrangements. We wi 11 pay it 
off o n April 1st, then take advantage of 
it a g ain later in the spring. This will 
help us as we await the provincial 
Acce s Grant and the Sales Tax Rebate, 
whic form part of our construction 
reve ue. 

The parish has two other loans 
outs t anding. A $51,000 loan from the 
Anglican Foundation is being paid down 
each month. There is also a $230,000 
loan from the diocesan Church Extension 
Fund . This takes the form of a first 
mort g age on the church property, with 
payme nts scheduled for June and December 
each year. All of the loans are 
amor t ized over 25 years. In total, the 

h has borrowed about 50 percent of 
ost of the new church. 

Our rotational teaching system this year 
mean s a short term for each teacher. 
However, it also means we need more 
people willing to volunteer their help. 
Training and materials are provided and 
you will find the children in our parish 
are marvellous to work with. 

----------------------~--------------------- ------ ----------



WIElCOMIE MAT 

8 E C K ETT: JOE & PEGGY have been 
attending with us at St. Thomas' since the 
beginning of October. Prior to that they had 
been attending church in North Gower, their 
home for the past 31 years. Both Joe and 
Peggy are natives of the Ottawa area. 

The Becketts have 3 children; LESLEY who 
lives in Ottawa, KEVIN who is in Huntsville 
and JANE in Montague. Jane and her 
husband presented Joe and Peggy with their 
first grandchild, ALEX, on the same day that 
they moved to Stittsville II 

Joe is the Fire Chief for Goulbourne 
Township. Prior to this position Joe had 
been a volunteer fireman for 32 yearsl 
Peggy works with the Carleton Board of 
Education in Administration . The Becketts 
also have time for some interesting hobbies. 
Joe makes furniture and thoroughly enjoys 
woodwork. Peggy is into crafts and has a 
dolls house. She would like to hear from 
anyone else who may have a dolls house or 
share her interest in them. The Becketts 
also enjoy gardening. 

You can meet Joe and Peggy at the 8:30 am 
services. 

McMULLEN : GRITS and her daughter 
LINDSAY (4) have been attending at St. 
Thomas' regularly since January, although 
they had attended on and off prior to that. 

BECKETT 

Lindsay is enjoying Sunday School and Grits 
is very happy being part of our Church 
family. Grits' grandfather was a Rector in 
Montreal so the Church has always been a 
big p rt of their lives. 

Grits and her husband TIM have been living 
in Stittsville for 1 0 years now. Grits is 
originally from Montreal although Tim is 
from Ottawa. 

Tim is a fire fighter in Ottawa and Grits 
trains horses and teaches riding at Sunset 
Farms. Grits (Margaret - Gret - Grit -
Grits ... a nickname she's had since she 
became involved with horses) obtained her 
instructors certificate in Yorkshire, 
England. She is also involved with the 
Ottawa Valley Hunt (with both the horses 
and the hounds), judges horse shows and 
competes in one and two day events on her 
horse BOBBY BROWN. Tim is also involved 
with the horses. 

Grits and Lindsay attend the 10:00 am 
services. 

MciNTYRE: A year and a half ago GORD and 
DIA E moved from Sudbury, their home of 
12 years, to live in Stittsville. They are 
both originally from North Bay and have 
been attending at St. Thomas' for 2 months 
now. 

The Mclntyres have two children, DARYL 
(9} and MELISSA (5). Both children enjoy 

- -------- - - - ----- --



swimming. Daryl is also a cub scout and 
Melissa has just finished skating lessons and 
will be moving on to gymnastics. 

Diane is a full-time mom and also babysits 
3 other little girls. She hopes to return to 
work in the fall, once Melissa is attending 
school full time. Gord is working for Boeing 
in Arnprior and it was his job move that 
brought them to Stittsville. 

The Mcintyre family all enjoy ourdoor 
activities such as skating, cross-country 
skiing and camping. (Daryl recently 
returned from his winter camping trip with 
the cubs I) They are enjoying being a part 
of life at St. Thomas' and they can be met at 
the 1 0:00 am services. 

>:>> WELCOME!! ~<< 

CHOIR CONCERT - 18/25 OCTOBER 1991 

You may 
concert 
organ. 
looking 

already have heard about our choir's plans to present a 
on 18 or 25 Oct. The purpose i s to raise funds for a new 

For this particular concert, our regular choir _is 
for people to augment the choi r . 

Consider being a participant in this e x citing event. Starting 
Thursday 4 April "Augmentees" would joi n the choir practise 
already in session at 8:15pm and prac t ise concert music until 
9:15pm. The regular choir already h a s practised the concert 
music, and expect to be "up to speed" before the end of June. 
Aft~r a summer ' s rest, it will take very little time to get the 
music in shape again in Sept/Oct. 

Note that ~·Je are NOT asking "Augmentees " to :.i ng with the choir 
at regular Sunday services. (Of course , you would be most 
welcome if you did wish to join the choir for Sundays). 

·Summary: 
-the choir needs singers 

on 

-practise 8:15 - 9:15pm, whenever you can, startin-g 4 Apr. 
-no Sunday services - sing at conc ert only. 

We really hope to see you at the pract i se on Thursday 4 April at 
8:15pm. If you have any questions, f e el free to phone Pete 
Torunski at 836-7375. 



ANGLICAN SOCIAL SERVICE CENTRE 
CENTRE 454 

454 KING EDWARD AVENUE 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO 
KlN 7M8 

TELEPHONE: 235-4351 

Hours of Operation: 9:00- 11:30 a.m. 
1:00 - "4:00 p.m. 

(Monday - Friday, Closed Wednesday p.mJ 

CE;;TRE ~EEDS; 

- playing cards 
disposable razors 

- nen's clothing & shoes 
- coffee supplies 

- regular perked coffee 
fdecaffeina.tedJ 

- po1-.·de1·ed milk 
- suga.1· 
- tea. 

- cz-ib boa.1:ds 
- l3.undry room ,,.oluntee1·s 
- toothbrushes 

WE DO NOT NEED SHAMPOO, LARGE 
BARS OF SOAP, NOR TOOTHPASTE AT 
THIS TIME! 

These items can either be dropped off 
at the Centre (454 King Edward) or 
left in the coat room at the back of 
the church [after Easter please] 

~ IE~ 
~ ~u ~ For Your 

01 ~ ~~I ,I nf ormation n 

New Floor 

New vinyl flooring was installed in the 
rectory in February. The contract was 
given to Brad Wigney who came in with the 
lowest of three bids. 

"The Bishop" 

"I have wealth, but I've never felt encumbered by it." 



.. 

Letters to 
the Editor 

I have been hoping to start a "Letters to the 
Editor" feature in the People's Pulpit since 
the conception of the magazine. This week I 
finally received an article for the "hidden" 
page, so here is one persons view point. 

Please feel free to write in with your 
thoughts and feelings on the many issues 
affecting your Church life. 

G. P. 

Reservations on Reservation 

The recent motion to install an aumbry and 
sanctuary lamp in the church has raised the 
profile of the issue of reservation of the 
sacrament. This is the practice of keeping 
some consecrated bread and wine from the 
Eucharist for later distribution . This 
sounds innocent enough until you read 
Article 28 of the Anglican Church of Canada 
which states this concerning the Eucharist 
(Lords Supper): 
... The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was 
not by Christ's ordinance reserved, carried 
about, lifted up, or worshipped. (ref. Book 
of Common Prayer 1962). 

To date, it has not been possible to 
demonstrate any motion at General Synod or 
canon or equivalent document to state that 
the church's official position has changed, 
or to give guidance as to how the reserved 
sacrament is to be controlled to prevent the 
excesses and problem associated with this 
practice before the Reformation. 

The reason for reservation being forbidden 
in the Middle Ages was that the worship of 
our Lord had been transferred into worship 
of bread and wine as God. In other words, 
idolatory. Is there not a danger of installing 
an aumbry and putting a sanctuary lamp 
over it, thereby drawing undue attention to 
the sacrament? Are we in danger of paving 
the ground for a new Dark Age in the 
Christian Church by sewing the seeds for 
confusion and misplaced faith? We need to 

remember that we are living in the video 
generation. What is seen is more powerful 
than what is heard. That is why the 
sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion 
are so important. Are the visual images 
created by the aumbry and sanctuary lamp a 
hindrance to faith? 

Should we not be more cautious before 
installing the aumbry and sanctuary lamp 
and allow time for more thought on the 
legality and the wisdom of making this 
move? 

William Passmore 

c ln/OutSj 
As we are starting to see, the grounds 
at the church are a bit of a mess, after 
constr ction. Now is the time to turn 

our mi ds to landscaping~ ~::·:. "'! 

The c ontractor is responsible for 
levelling and re-seeding the lawn •. 
Howeve r , we must do the rest and we 
already have some volunteers on our 
Landscaping Committee. Chairman Bill 
Cordukes is joined by Phil Dawes, 
Ba r ba r a Bottriell, Sue Harper and Bruce 

Kerr. 

Th i s group will be responsible for 
desig ing a landscaping plan, in 
conju ction with the Building Committee, 
then . eeing it implemented. There have 
alrea y been a number of suggestions. 
Some o f these include 
- a sha ded area for picnics and outdoor 

servic es; 
- plan t ers on either side of the front 

doors , 
- refu r bishing the gardens at the Main 

Stree t door; 
-a pl a nted area for wedding pictures; 
-a h e dge or fence around our parking 

lot; 
-a wa l kway from the parking lot 
main e ntrance; and 
-a new sign along Main Street. 

If yo 
why 

have any suggestions or commen s, 
ot contact (or even join) 

commi t tee. 
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Word search 
ASLEEP CROSS 
BLOOD CRUCIFIXION 
BODY DISCIPLES 
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BREAD DONKEY 
CALVARY JERUSALEM 
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JESUS PRAYER 
JUDAS SOLDIERS 
PALMS WINE 
PASSOVER 
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1 Jesus is Betrayed 
Matthew 26:14 

betrayed Jesus. 

2 The Lord's Supper 
Matthew 26:26-30 

... . 

~ 
3 Jesus is Crucified 
Matthew 27:32-44 Jesus gave His disciples 

_____ and--- --·-

The notice above Jesus' 
head said: 

" 



DEDICATION of OUR EWCHURCH 

Easter Sunday, 31March 

with BISHOP LACKEY 
I O:OOa.m. 

}[))JED JJ CA 7f JJ ()) N 
Easter Sunday will be an auspicious 
occasion this ~ear, even mo re auspicious 
than usual. Our bishop will be joining 
us for the dedication of o r new church. 
Although the building has been in 
operation for three mont s now, this 
will be the "official opening". 

Right from the beginning, Bishop Edwin 
Lackey has been very suppo r·tive of our 
construction project. He h a s donated the 
stained glass window over· the main door· s 
and will be joining us for· the chief 
festival of the Christian year, which he 
normally celebrates at the Cathedral. 

On Easter rnon1ing, the service of 
dedication will begin at 10:00 am, with 
Eucharists both before and afterwards. 
There will be the usual 8: 30 servjce, to 
be followed by a special coffee hour in 
the hall. Everyone is then invited to 
stay for· the dedicationservice at 10, 
which will last about 15-20 minutes. At 
that point, there will be a recessional 
hymn for the Sunday school children and 
fort~ those who attended the early 
service. The Eucharis t wi 11 then 
continue, with the child r en returning 
for communion. 

After the service, ther e will be a 
parish lunch, with the bis h op. The day's 
festivities and the lunch are all being 
organized by Jean Swinw~od . 


