
' ! 

People's Pulpit 
December 1992. St. Thomas the A'postle Anglican Church, Stittsville, Ontario 

"Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, 

and peace on earth to those 
with whom he is pleased!" 

Luke 2:14 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----~VVtVe~g;i~ve~outloveinboxes 
~ wrapped, tied, tagged. 
~n this Issue Page . But the first Christmas gift 

0 The Rector Writes .... .. ....... .... .. .. ...... 3 
0 "He Works in Mysterious Ways" .. . 5 
0 "Sing a New Song" ......................... 6 
0 Sharron's Ordination ..... ................. 7 
0 What's a Deacon? ... ................. .. ..... 7 
0 Quiet Time ...................................... 8 
0 Transfom1ation Symposium ........... 8 
0 Sunday School .. .... .. ..... ................... 10 
0 Youth Group .................. ........ ......... 10 
0 Outreach .......................................... 11 
0 New Ministry Teams ......... ...... ....... 1::?. 
0 Organ Fund ............... ..... .... ...... ....... 14 

0 Kids' Pages .... ..... ... ............ ....... ...... 15,16 

People's Pulpit 

was a love 
that needed no adornment 

or disguise; 
a love 

that wrapped itself 
around our tired hearts 

forever. 

Kari Hill, Alive Now! N!D 198-J. 
Copy[·ighl 198-t by The Upper Room 

{ Jsed wilh permission 

Page 1 



The Direc ory 
St. Thomas the .Apostle Anglican Church P.O. Box 1064, 1619 Main St., Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 B2 

Rector 

Honorary Pastoral Assistant 

Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
Caretaking 
Organist 

Members of Parish Council 
Rector's Warden 
People's Warden 
Deputy Warden/ Parish Council Chair 
Vestry Clerk 
Treasurer 
Property Convenor 
Members of Synod 

Deanery Council/ Synod Alternate 
Members at Large 

The ReY'd Ross Moul ton .. ........ ........ .... ....... 836-5741 (office) 
...... .......... ............ . 836-~467 (home) 

The ReY'd Sharron Tate .................. .... ..... .. 59~-1783 

Shirley Sharkey .... ...... .. ....... ........ .. 836-5741 
Brent & Art Read .... ..... .... ..... .. .... ..... 836-3687 

Don Gillen ...... .......... ............. 836-~~~9 

Brian Smith ........ ..................... 831 -0580 
William Passmore .... .. ............... ........ 836-2876 
Marilyn Johnston ............ ................. 836-5041 

Jim Sharkey ........... ....... ........... 831-0121 
Cheryl Jefferies .......... .................. . 836-3166 

Brad Wigney ............................. 831-1984 
Barbara Bottriell ............... .. .......... .. 836-2305 

Sylvi Dawes ......... .... ............ .... 836-5729 
Margaret Stone ............................. 836-41 5~ 

Robin Tilg er ...... .. ..................... 831-2709 
Tanya Drew ............................. ~53-4616 

Robert Bennett ....... ...................... 836-4592 
Gerald Smith .. ........ ................. .. 836-7903 

*
Convenors, Co-ordinators & Lay Leaders 
Choir Director 
Hall Rental Co-ordinator 
Church School Recruitment 

Peter Torunski .......................... ... 836-7375 
Don Gillen ... .... ............ .. .. ...... 836-2229 

Page 2 

Church School Registration 
Church School Teacher Training 
Church School Supplies 
Church School Music 
Church School Treasurer 
Nursery 
Youth Group Advisors 
Youth Group Representative 
Servers' Guild 
Altar Guild 
Sidespeople/ Greeters (8:30) 
Sidespeople/ Greeters (10:00) 
Newcomers' Visiting 
Envelope/ Calendar Secretary 
Parish Auditor 
Social Hour Com·cnor 
Anglican Church Women 
Card Secretary 
Cemetery Commi llee Chairman 
Cemetery Commi llee Secreta!)·/ Treasurer 
People's Pulpit Editor 
Telephone Committee 

Jane Smith ... ............... .. ......... 831-0580 
Judy Starr ......... .................... 836-3234 

Brenda Kerr ... ......... .. ............ .. . 836-1685 
Anne Leighton ............................. 836-6137 
Mary Passmore ............................. 836-2876 

Barbara Schizko ke ............................. 836-4417 
Edna Cooke ...................... ....... 836-4599 

Luc & Diane Faucon ............. ..... ........... 836-1985 
Susan McCorkell ............................. 836-2348 
Joanna Passmore ............................. 836-2876 

Joan Read ........ ................ ..... 836-3687 
Marilyn Johns ton .............. ............... 836-5041 

Ian Witney ............................. 836-7084 
Don Purchase .... .............. ........... 836-4073 

Jasmine Knowles .... .............. ........... 836-2158 
Bruce Kerr ............................. 836-1684 

Tanya Drew ..... .................... .... 253-4616 
Bcv Cutts .... .. ........... ............ 836-4772 

Elsie Standing .............. ............... 836-4495 
Bert Smith ..... ... .. ..... ... .. .. .. .... . 838-4085 
Beth 8 urke ........... ....... .. ......... 83 1-~657 

Trish Irwin-Kilt ......................... .... 831-7107 
Barbara Schizkoske ............................. 836-4417 

People's Pulpit 



The Rector Writes 

'I' here are many miracles of 
Christmas. The excitement of chil
dren's voices, a more generous spirit in 
those who have been richly blessed, a 
calm that can be found even in the 
midst of hectic activity all give shape 
to the mystery at this time of year. But 
the great miracle of Christmas is the 
Incarnation. God became one of us. 
The external source of all creation took 
on our humanity, walked this earth and 
shared our life. 

unlikely place; a stable in Bethlehem. 
A young girl named Mary had a baby 
boy and she called him Jesus. In this 
Jesus God experienced humanity- its 
joys and its sorrows, its goodness and 
its evil, its wholeness and its broken
ness. 

no moment of your life has been be
yond God's loving embrace. 

What follows is a poem I discov
ered called, "The Refugees". I think it 
makes the point powerfully, that in 
Jesus, God shares our human experi
ence - especially those moments that 
may seem most bleak. 

May the knowledge of God's en
during love and abiding presence bring 
you joy, peace and hope this Christmas 
and always. 

This great event happened in a most 

In the incarnation we see fi rst-hand 
that there is no step that God will not 
take with us, no danger God will not 
face with us, and no sorrow God will 
not bear with us. The miracle of Christ
mas is that God loves you so much that 
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The Refugees 
Into the wild and painful cold of 

the starless night came the 
refugees slowly making their 
way to the border. 

The man, stooped from age or anxiety, 
hurried his small family 
through the wind. 

Bearded and dark, his skin rough 
and cracked from the cold, 
hisframe looming large in spite 
of the slumped shoulders: 

He looked like a man who could take care 
of whatever came at them 
from the dark. 

Unless, of course, there were 
too many of Them .. . 
One man he could handle ... 
two, even .. . , 

Bur a border patrol. .. 
They wouldn't have a chance. 
His eyes black and alert, 
darted from side to side, 
then over his shoulder, 
then back again fonvard. 

Had they been seen? 
Had tlzey been heard? 
Every ntstle of wind, every sigh from the child, 

sent terror through his chest. 
Was this the way? 
Even the stars fwd been unkind 
- had hidden themselves in 
the ink of night, so that the man 
could not read their way. 

Only the wind ... was it enough? . 
Only the wind and his innate sense 

of direction ... What kind of 
cruel judgement could that be? 

To wander in circles Through the night? 
Or ... to safely make their 
way to the border 

Only to find the authorities 
waiting for them ... 

He glanced at the woman, his young 
bride. 

No more than a child herself, she 
nuzzled their newborn, kissing 
his neck. 

She looked up, caught his eye, 
and smiled. 

Oh, how The lwmelessness had 
taken its toll on her! 

Her eyes were red, her young face lined, 
her lovely hair matted 
from inaitention, her clothes 
stained from milk and baby, her 
hands chapped from the raw wind, 
o_f winter. 

She 'd hardly had time to recover 
from childbirth when word came 
That they were hunted, and they fled 
with only a little bread and the 
remaining wine, and a very small 
portion of cheese. 

Suddenly, the child began to make small 
noises. The man drew his breath 
in sharply; The woman quickly put 
The child to breast. 

Fear ... long dread-filled moments ... 
Huddled, the family stood still in 

The long silence. 
At last, the man breathed deeply again, 

reassured they fwd noT 
been heard. 

And into the night continued 
Mary and Joseph and the Babe. 

From Kneeling in Bethlehem by Ann Weems 
Used with permission. 
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0 utside my window snow is fall
ing in a joyous declaration of 

winter. I can imagine many excfted 
children waking up to this white blan
ket of fluff which beckons snowsuits, 
mittens and sleds. We've just had our 
first major snowfall of the season and 
with Christmas only two weeks away, 
it's sure to be a white one! 

Having just finished the last 
page of my first issue of People's Pul
pit, I feel a little like the graphic in the 
upper comer of this page. (Now for the 
copying, collating and stapling!) 

Many thoughts and impressions 
ran through my mind as I worked at 
putting this together. I am rather im
pressed by the overall writing abilities 
of so many in the parish. You make 
"editing" easy! I'm also amazed at all 
we as a parish are doing, within our 
own fellowship of St. Thomas', in the 
broader community of Stitlsvillc, and 
even throughout the world! 

In this Christmas issue 
you 'II read about St. Thomas' 
new Pastoral Visiting Team, 
written from a personal perspec
tive (page 5). You'll also read 
about contemporary music and how it 
fits into traditional worship servtces 
(page 6). Silent moments with God are 
discussed in "Quiet Time" on page 8 
and St. Thomas' various outreach 
projects are outlined on page 11. As 
our church grows in numbers we find 
we need to restructure to improve com
munication; some of the new "Minis
try Teams" are detailed on page 12. 
Sharron's recent ordination - a happy 
occasion for all of us - is described on 
page 7, along with an article on what 
exactly a "Deacon" is! Finally there 
are reports on the new Junior Youth 
Group, the Sunday School an the 
Organ Fund. 

The poem below reflects what 
I believe to be the spirit of the new 

/Care 

Pastoral Visiting Team. 
With all that is happening I find 

it easy to get caught up in the flurry of 
activity and to miss the quiet beauty of 
this Advent season, this time of wait
ing expectantly for the celebration of 
the birth of Jesus. We have so much to 
be thankful for: our health, friends, 
family ... and especially at this time the 
greatest gift of all, the gift of God's 
love for us as shown in his son, Jesus. 

Kevin and I join in wishing you 
and those you love a very happy Christ
mas. 

Trish Irwin-Kill 

I'm not here to judge you; 
I'm here to listen 

I'm not here to offer answers 
to rights or wrongs, 
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to what you need to say. 

I'm not here to blame you; 
I'm here to know how you feel. 

I'm not here to say, 
"It shouldn't have been this way"; 
I'm here to share your questions. 

So though I do not know 
how best to ease your load; 

I'm here so you don't feel alone. 

or to question anything. 

But I'm here 
to simply be with you 
when things are not 

as you'd wish they were. 

I am your friend. 
And I care. 

Sudha Khristmukti. Alive Now! NID 1988 
Copyright 1988 by the Upper Room 

Used with pennission 
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He Works in Mysterious Ways for Sure! 
A personal view of the Pastoral Visiting Course 

by Gillian Alice Mattock 

W:e had been in Canada only one 
month and I was looking for a 

warm and welcoming congregation to 
join, where children had a high profile. 
My little son and I didn 't know anyone 
and we had no friends over here yet. 
After that first service I vvas invited to 
come downstairs, have a coffee and 
meet some people. Well, I wasn't down 
there two minutes when a smiling lady 
started to chat with me. When she 
discovered that I was looking for a sort 
of 'adopt a granny' scheme, and that 
my career in England had been caring 
for children with special needs, her 
eyes sparkled and I was well and truly 
claimed for St. Thomas' Church. 

The smiling lady is Sharron Tate, 
and she claimed me for the Pastoral 
Visiting Course. 

The marvellous thing is that I needed 
to meet people and make new friends, 
and both my son and I would like a sort 
of surrogate grandparent figure, since 
we sadly miss the ones we have in 
England. Also, Sharron was recruiting 
people for her course, and so all needs 
were met! Coincidence or what! 

The group met on Tuesday eve
nings for eight weeks. There were ini
tially twel ve people taking part, and 
ten finished the course. 

My personal perception of what the 
course is all about is giving the pre
cious gift of time to someone who is 
alone. Someone may have hardly spo
ken to a soul from one week to the next. 
Their own children may have grown 
up and moved away, and maybe old 
friends they have known for years are 
in the hospital or have passed on. I 
would like to be invited into this per
son's home to share a cup of tea for an 
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hour. I would promise to come back 
next week if I was welcome to. It 
would be nice to get to knmv her better, 
and maybe she would like to get to 
know me. I like to listen to all those 
stories of time gone by, and I would 
hope she would share them with me. 
My little boy would eventually come 
along too. He misses his own grand
parents a lot, and I think that it's impor
tant he have a grandparent figure in his 
life whom he can learn to respect and 
grow to love and even care for. Maybe 
our lady would like to come to the park 
with us on a fine day, to sit and watch 
the children play and chat with the 
mums. Maybe she would like to come 
shopping with us , or I could run her to 
the doctor 's or hairdresser's. 

Hopefully we shall develop a rela
tionship based on mutual respect and 
trust. Ideally my little boy and I would 
benefit from having a sort of replace
ment grandparent to enrich ur lives. 
Our lady would benefit from contact 
with fresh faces, she would have some
one else to talk to, complain to, smile 
with and even cry with. I know it 
would not all be a bed of roses. Maybe 
she would become ill and be in need of 
hospitalisation. In that case I hope I 
would be there to do what I could to 
help, and I hope she could feel that she 
could depend on me, and lean on me 
when she needed to. Yes, it is a lovely 
rosy picture I've painted, and I shall 
probably find the reality a lot different. 
I may get the door slammed in my face, 
or be told politely that I'm not wanted 
or needed. But I'm going to give it a 
try, after all, I've nothing really to lose, 
and everything to gain. 

Some of the things I have already 

acquired from the course arc some new 
friends . It was so easy to slip into 
despondency and feel down in the 
dumps when I first came to this coun
try , having left my large and loving 
family, and all my friends and col
leagues behind in England. So this was 
very important to me, as you can imag
ine. I also gained a feeling of self
worth. Everyone has their own per
sonal life historv which includes a . . 
wealth of experience and knowledge, 
which the group was eager to share. 

People generally think that they are 
just ordinary, with nothing special to 
give. But we found the things members 
of the group told us about their own 
experiences , of talking to grieving 
friends, nursing the sick, caring for 
children, and even just talking to and 
listening to our old folk, were so valid 
and so interesting. 

Sometimes we shared in the sad
ness of someone 's experiences, and 
sometimes we found ourselves 'roll
ing in the aisles ' over funny things that 
were sometimes quite serious at the 
time. Each one of us has acquired a lot 
of this experience simply from being 
part of a family. 

I also learned about the power of 
prayer, and I believe that I had nothing 
to do with the decision to join the 
Pastoral Visiting Course. I believe it 
has all been part of some Grand De
sign, and that I was led to St. Thomas' 
Church the Sunday before the course 
began. Each Tuesday evening has been 
thoroughly enjoyable, and I'm glad I 
did it. 

Now the real part begins! 
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Sing a New Song Unto the Lord 

0 n Saturday, November 21 , 
seven members of St. Tho

mas' congregation, including our or
ganist and choir director, attended a 
day-long workshop in contemporary 
church music offered by the Diocesan 
music group "Rainbows and Crosses". 
Many areas of church music were dis
cussed including the theological basis 
for church music, changes in church 
music including the use of inclusive 
language and inappropriate militant 
imagery, how to introduce new music 
to the congregation and the problems 
of copyright. 

Throughout the day, led by "Rain
bows and Crosses", we had a chance to 
sing contemporary songs as well as 
ditTerent settings of psalms and the 
liturgy. 

Although all of us from St. Tho
mas' have varying musical tastes we 
were al l in agreement as to which songs 
we liked or di sliked - in other words 
music that is singable can come from 
any musical period in history and we 
needn ' t rej ect contemporary church 
music just because it is "new". 

The Church today is s till largely 
choir-led- an organized fonnat from 
the early Church. Care must be taken 
not to be elitist in this area. Worshi p 
should be a celebmtion in which we all 
take part. Instead of music acti ng as a 
bridge to contemporary society the 
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meaning of many hymns is often b
scure and the music unsingable instead 
of si mple and tuneful, inviting obser
vation rather than participation. oo 
often we defend some older music out 
of habit, because \\'C arc used to it. 

There is a place for music as folk 
art and fine art: fine art requires train
ing - folk art enriches community life. 
A balance must be achieved between 
the two. Church is not about entertain
ment or observation - it is about the 
celebration of our faith as commu ity. 

Care must be taken that the mu
sic chosen reflects the liturgical sea
son, the sem1on, the readings, and viii 
reinforce the ebb and flow of the serv
ice. Care must be taken to minimize 
disruptions - for example some 
churches have the offering in a basket 
at the back of the church so that partici
pation in singing is not disrupted by the 
passing of the offering plate. 

During the Eucharist si lence is 
kept at the beginning and the music 
chosen reJ1ects meditation, joy an the 
thanksgiving of the community. 

The final hymn should be sing
able, with a strong melody and theo
logically sound, and fi nally at least two 
of the four hymns should be famili ar to 
the congregation. 

It is always a challenge for the 
rector and the choi r di rector to find 
appropriate music that reflects the tastes 

and sensitivities of the congregation 
and that supports and enriches the 
worship service. 

To thi s end, "Rainbmvs and 
Crosses" has been invited to provide 
the music for the 10:00 a.m. service on 
February 7th, 1993. We will have the 
opportunity to participate in the music 
that many congregations are using in 
ways appropriate to their needs. 

St. Thomas has plans to use sung 
music, both traditional and contempo
rary, throughout the Eucharist. It is 
hoped that this will allow us to focus on 
the Eucharist, to help us both meditate 
and express our joy and thanksgiving. 
Those who wish to may sing, others 
may want to be quiet- but it should 
help to solve the increasing problem of 
chattin g to our neighbours and chil
dren during this time. We are not meant 
to be observers of others; we are meant 
to be participants and it is hoped that 
music wi ll help us focus on this. It is 
intended that songs will be introduced 
graduall y so that we all have time to 
become familiar with the words and 
the music. All comments, both posi
tive and negative will be welcome
but we hope everyone agrees that there 
is always room for more good music' 

Robin Tilgner 

"Sing a new song to the Lord; 
praise him in the assembly 

of his faithful people! 
Be glad, Israel, because of 

your Creator; 
rejoice, people of Zion, 
because ofyour king! 

Praise his name with dancing; 
play drums and harps in 

praise of him." 

Psalml49 
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The Rev. Sharron Tate! 

"Shine, Jesus, Shine 
fill this land with 

the Father's glory" 

Christ Church Cathedral rang 
with the sound of a thousand voices on 
the evening of Tuesday, the 8th of 
December. It was the night Sharron 
Tate and seven others were presented 
for ordination. 

Archbishop Edwin Lackey or
dained Sharron to the Diaconate, mean-

. ing that she is now a deacon. She was 
presented by Ross Moulton, Ian Witney 
and Joanne Antonucci: her priest and 
the heads of her Learning Support 
Groups in Stittsville and Almonte. As 
she was ordained, Sharron was vested 
by her sons Christopher and Jonathan. 
Husband Don was also with her in the 
front pew, beaming with pride. 

T he word deacon means servant 
and minister. It is the rank in 

Christian orders below the priest and 
the bishop. The orders of ministry build 
upon each other, not replace each other. 
A priest or a bishop still remain a 
deacon as a servant or Christ and His 
church. 

The institution of the diaconate 
is traditionally seen in the ordination 
of Stephen and Philip by the laying
on-of hands for the service of the poor 
and the distribution of alms (Acts 6:1-
6). 

In post New Testament times 
deacons continued to exercise similar 
functions. They are mentioned in Clem
ent of Rome's Epistle to the Corinthians 
and also by Ignatius. Deacons read the 
Gospel at the Eucharist and receiYed 
the offerings of the faithful. The dea
cons also assisted the priest in the dis
tribution of Holy Communion or dis
tributed it themselves. 

The inllucncc of the deacon 
diminished during the Middle Ages 
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"Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
set our hearts on fire" 

About fifty people from our par
ish were present to witness the ordina
tion including 40 who went in a char
tered school bus. The liturg_' lasted 
over two hours, followed by· recep
tion in Cathedral Hall. 

The service featured co tempo
rary music which was performed by 
about a dozen musicians, some of 
whom will be visiting our p rish on 
February 7th. 

During the Eucharist, the newly 
ordained were at the front cif the church, 
to administer the chalice. There was 
often an especially long line or people 
in front of Sharron! 

What's a Deacon? 
and in most episcopal chur hes in 
modern times the diaconate is a stage 
in preparation for the priesthood. There 
are, however, a few permanent dea
cons in the Anglican Church in Canada. 

The diaconate is a cle ·cal of
fice of the Church, but a deacon cannot 
celebrate the Eucharist, give absolu
tion or pronounce the blessing. Before 
entering the diaconate a person must 
provide the bishop with evidence of 
moral and academic suitabilit_ and be 
placed in some office. 

The vestments of a de· con are 

"Flow, river,jlow, 
flood the Juztions 

with grace and mercy!" 
Beginning in January, Sharron 

will be joining the Cathedral parish 
half-time as a Pastoral Assistant. This 
will be another big step for her and we 
offer our support. She will be respon
sible for visiting hospitals and the sick 
and shut-ins. 

In the meantime, we now have a 
deacon in out parish. Congratulations 
to the Rev. Sharron Tate! 

"Send forth your word, 
Lord, and let there be 

light." 

Brian Smith 

the dalmatic and the stole worn over 
the left shoulder. In most cases the 
dalmatic is only worn by the deacon at 
the time of ordination. 

The Rev. Sharron Tate 

NOTE: An "Archdeacon", however, is 
a completely different ministry. Arch
deacons are priests appointed by the 
Bishop to be the Bishop's representa
tive in a region of the Diocese called an 
Archdeaconry. 
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ave you ever tried to listen to 
a conversati on or music or to 

concentrate when talking? Prerty hard ... 
Ha\·e you ever been meditating 

in a church in the early morning when 
the only sounds you could hear \Vere 
the birds singing or the wind blowing? 
What a feeling of peace. The same 
feeling comes when one walks in the 
woods away from civilization. One 
understands then what it means to be 
only a tiny part of this universe that 
God created for us, to be in unison with 
the creation. It is amazing how many 
sounds one can hear when alone in the 
woods or in a house! How much more 
deepl y one can "communicate" with 
the surroundings when silence prevails. 

Lately some people from our 
congregation have said how much they 
wish there would be more sil ent mo
ments included in our worship. How 
we would appreciate the time to con
centrate or think about the meaning of 
words that were just read from the Old 
and New Testaments. During and after 
the " Prayers of the People" a period of 
silence would give us time to add our 

D uring the past year the most in 
depth review of the diocese ever 

undertaken has been completed through 
a process involving widespread review 
& response . From this a strategic is
sues document cal led "Issues to Chal
lenge Us" has been prepared. W ith 
Synod's acceptance or the ne:\:l phase 
of Transformation the Diocese now 
faces the challenge of beginning to 
di scern God's call J'or us in the yea rs 
ahead. 

To begi n this discernment proc
ess a symposium, "GIFT AND CALL", 
has been organized for Ja nuary 8 and 
9, 1993 . The meeting \V ill take the 
fom1 of a working symposium on the 
theme, "The disciples of Christ dis
cerning the mind of Christ for the 
body of Christ". Dr. Paul Hanson, 
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Quiet Time 
own pcti lion or thanksgiving. 

It seems that where most peo
ple were really hoping for silence is 
after Communion. We are sharing the 
bread and wine as Jesus commanded 
us. Eucharist is a sacrament, a mystery 
to be lived. It is a time to open y ur 
heart and mind to God. Everyone who 
has experienced an intense moment of 
love can remember how suddenly si
lence becomes part of that moment. 
Our entire being is focusing on that 
feeling of love, of complete abandon
ment to the other. 

The celebration of the Eucha
rist is a time of focusing on the love of 
God, of His cming for us and on shar
ing this experience with others. We are 
gathered in Christian Fellowship. We 
are in comm-union with Christ a nd 
with our brothers and sisters of the 
Christian Family. Eucharist means giv
ing our li fe to the Lord day by ay. 
How can we do this without silence? 
How can there be a "conversati n" 
with God, a time to "listen" to God , 
when people are talking around us? 

Mother Theresa, who can teach 

Professor of Di vinity and Old Te_ la
ment Studies at Harvard University, 
will give general leadership for the 
s:ymposium, as \Ve explore scriptur as 
a part of the process of discerning the 
activity of G(xi in the life of the Church. 

us so much about Christian living, or 
how to live a daily Eucharist, not onl.Y 
at Church but throughout the day, said 
that every day she gets up early to 
meditate and pray. Every day she needs 
to pray in silence before she starts her 
work. Is such a saint needs to have such 
a relationship with God, a daily time of 
worship, how much more do each of us 
need this? 

Please let us respect the need 
for silence and meditation for our broth
ers and sisters. Maybe thi s is where 
one can start hi s or her "transforma
tion" . 

De.ni sc Torunsky 

The broad objectives uf the 
symposmm are: 

0 to participate in a sharing 
of scripture to discern the 
activity of God; 

0 to encourage indiYiduals 
and parishes to discern 
God ' s call to them; and 

0 to identify and share images, 
hopes and dreams to guide the 
ministry of the Church. 
Each pari sh is invited to send 

thei r clergy and to select a number of 
people equ al to number or by mem
bers of Synod from the parish. 

The Rev. Ross Moulton 

I 
I 
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I 
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Christmas Services 

Advent 4 - December 20th 
8:30 am 

10:00 am 
Holy Eucharist 
Lessons & Carols for Advent 
with the Nativi ty presentation 
by the Church School. 

Christmas Eve- December 24th 
4:30 pm The Blessing of the Creche 

Children's Story 
Holy Eucharist 

7:30 pm Sung Eucharist 
Carols & Anthems 

10:00 pm Holy Eucharist & Carols 
Christmas Day - Decen1ber 25th 

10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Christmas 1 - December 27th 

8:30am Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

(children will join us in 
Church tod y) 

Community Service 
of Lessons & Carols 

Sunday, December 13th 
7:30pm 

Stittsville United Church 

The choirs of St. A ndrews Presbyterian Church, 
SLittsvi lle United Church, Munster United Church 
and St. Thomas' Anglican Church will unite in 
song for the annual Communi ty Carol Service. 
Everyone is invited to join us fort is celebration 
of Advent. 
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Sunday School Update 
"Out with the old and in with the new" 

November 29th saw the smooth 
transition of teachers for the 

next session. Thank you to our outgo
ing group: Elizabeth Gervais, Judy 
Starr, Margaret Stone, Jane Smith, 
Susan Wigney and Brenda Kerr. Now 
"Out with the old and in with the new"!! 
Welcome to our new coordinator Cathy 
Spencer, and the following teachers: 
Carolyn Whittall takes over the Nurs
ery; Chantal Faubert is with the Begin
ner-S; Mrujorie Whalen and Karen Ban-

. nister head up the two junior classes 
and Phil Dawes is at the helm of the 
Senior Class. Mary Passmore contin
ues to provide the children with lively 
& entertaining Christian music. 

Attendance throughout the last 
session was excellent, with some 
classes having an average attendance 
of 10-12. Discussions are lively & in
terest is high. And how about those 
creative crafts! Let's keep up the spirit! 
There are still openings for several 
teaching positions in '93; we need your 
participation in order to assure a suc
cessful program for our young learn
ers. 

The Christmas pageant is "a 

go" after all and will take place during the 
10:00 am service on December 20th. 
Thanks are extended to Donna oulton 
and Elizabeth Gervais, who have a reed to 
organize this traditional Church School 
event. 

Wasn't November 15th a great day? 
When the children came barrelling up the 
stairs "what to their wondering eyes should 
they see" but our beloved friend Ro s, who 
had been greatly missed by the children. 
The Sunday School presented Ross with a 
book of their artistic endeavours, follow
ing a theme we had learned duri ng our 
Church School lessons. Thank you to all 
the children for being a part of this special 
moment. 

Finally, I would like to say a few 
words concerning Jane Smith. As you 
know, Jane was Sunday School Superin
tendent for two years. During this time, she 
singularly took responsibility for staffing, 
organizing curriculum and planni g spe
cial events. Now that there are about five 
of us sharing this load, I for one have come 
to appreciate what an enormous u dertak
ing Jane assumed. After two year on her 
own, Jane continues to be an active partici
pant. She serves on the Christian Educa-

Junior Youth Group 
H i! This is an article to tell you 

about our new junior youth 
group at St. Thomas'. This summer 
J.P.Torunski, Laura Matthews, myself 
(Sue) and advisor William Passmore 
put together a plan for the younger 
teens of our parish. 

These youth have finished Sen
ior Sunday School but are slightly 
young for the senior youth group. We 
felt that it would be a good idea to set 
a program up which would get this age 
group active again in church life. 

Starting late September on Sun
day mornings, we began watching a 
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series of videos concerning youth issues 
called "The Power of Choice". These mov
ies prepare the younger youth of our parish 
for choices that they are or will e con
fronted with. 

At the end of November o r group 
attended a service at the Cathedral in Ot
tawa. There we enjoyed the amazing choir 
and were warmly welcomed. Afterwards 
we had lunch together at McDonalds. 

Presently we will worship together 
as a group in church for the next few 
Sundays approaching Christmas. We are 
planning a Christmas party for the Sunday 
before Christmas! 

tion Committee, offering her time 
and valuable knowledge to those 
of us less experienced. She has 
continued to assume the awesome 
task of staffing, and when we were 
still lacking one teacher for the 
first session, Jane came forward. I 
know that many of you will join me 
in saying, "Thank you, jane". 
We do appreciate all your hard 
work, dedication and ongoing com
mitment which have allowed us to 
continue providing quality Chris
tian Education for our children. 

Judy Starr 

I feel that the junior youth 
group is a great success. We are 
getting a lot of positive response 
from the youth, and we've had a 
good tum out. I think we are achiev
ing our goal of getting our youth 
re-involved in church life and pre
paring them for their adult life in 
the church. We hope to see every
one out in January when we will be 
starting a new series of videos. 

Susan McCorkell 

People's Pulpit 



0 ver the past year our parish 
has undertaken a number of 

projects by which we try to reach out 
to those in need both in our own 
community and country, and in other 
countries. The following is a brief 
round-up of those activities. 
AT HOME: 
* Gift of $200 to a newly-opened 
shelter for abused women and their 
children in Bell's Comers called 

· Nelson House, to buy sheets and 
blankets. Plus the making of five 
hand-tied quilts over the year for the 
18-bed facility. (ACW group) 
• Warm clothes and wool items 
collected for use in the "Bales for the 
North" project done by the Diocese 
for Aboriginal people in Northern 
Canada. (ACW group) 
* $500 donation made for the 
purchase of a new walker for our 
honorary pastoral assistant, the Rev. 
Sharron Tate. (ACW group) 
*Designation of $800 to be used for 
needs in the community of Stittsville 
as they come up. $130 of this has 
already been donated to the Stilts
ville Food Bank to fund three 
Christmas hampers. A special stool 
has been funded for someone with a 
particular need. Some may be used 
to help furnish a counselling room in 

A sum of $4550 was set aside in 
1992 for the purpose of extend

ing St. Thomas' caring attitude to the 
global community. Synod members 
have an opportunity to learn of Dioc
esan projects so it seemed an appropri
ate responsibility for Barbara Bottriel, 
Sylvie Dawes and myself to allocate 
these funds. 

At Synod this year we talked 
with Heather & Andrew Finton and 
become excited about their mission 
with orphan boys in Cangucu, Brazil. 
It seemed fitting that these two dedi
cated people be given $1000 towards 
their work. The same amount went to 
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Parish Outreach 
an Update 

our church. (Parish Outreach Com
mittee) 
• A request has been made t the 
Goulboum Kanata Resource Centre 
to provide a crisis counsellor vho 
would provide help to anyone in the 
community. The counsellor would 
work out of a room in our church one 
day a week with telephone tie for 
other times. (Parish Outreach 
Committee) 
*Part of the parish weekly giving 
goes to the Diocese to suppo our 
community ministries, such as 
Centre 454. 
ABROAD 
* $1000 to Andrew and Heat er 
Finton who are going to Brazil as 
houseparents in a boys' home with 
Volunteers in Mission. (Parish 
Outreach Committee) 
* $1000 to Cliff and Yvonne Bullis 
who are working in Honduras with 
the South American Missionary 
Society. (Parish Outreach Commit
tee) 
• $500 to the International Red 
Cross for food and medicine for the 
people of the former Yugoslavia. 
(Parish Outreach Committee) * $500 to the Primate's World 
Relief and development Fund for 
food for the people suffering from 

Reaching Out 
South American Missionary ociety, 
specifically to Cliff and Yvon e Bullis 
who are active in Honduras. Yvonne, 
as many of you already know, is Ken 
Rutter's daughter. We look fo ard to 
meeting them here January lOth. 

The horrendous ravages in the 
former Yugoslavia, and dr ught in 
Africa moved us to contribute $500 to 
both the International Red Cross and 
the PWRDF for their respective causes. 

A ware of pressing Joe I needs, 
we set aside $8(X). Mrs. Peggy Feltrnate, 
directress of the Kanata/ G ulboum 

drought in Africa. (Parish Outreach 
Committee) 
• $100 for Operation Eyesight for 
eye operations in Third World 
countries. (ACW group) 
• Labels for Learning - Proceeds 
from the collection of labels go to 
support a school for the blind in 
Puerto Rico. (ACW group) 
*Used postage stamps- Proceeds 
go to the Leprosy Mission. (ACW 
group) 
•collection of used warm and 
winter clothing sent to the people of 
Croatia. (Parish Outreach Commit
tee) * Money donated by parishioners on 
a weekly basis to the Primate's 
World Relief and Development Fund 
is forwarded to them for use in the 
Third World. 

The Parish Outreach Com
mittee will include members from 
the ACW and any other groups, or 
simply individuals .who are interested 
in identifying ways we can be of 
service to our community, both at 
home and abroad. Men and youth are 
welcome to be part of these ini tia
tives. If you've got some ideas, leave 
your name and number with Shirley 
Sharkey at the church office and 
someone will get in touch with you. 

of ideas. We decided to set aside a 
room as a counselling chamber. Once 
a week, a professional from the centre 
will be available to anyone in need. 
Two comfortable chairs and curtains 
would make for a cosier setting. If 
anyone has any suitable pieces waiting 
for a good home give one of us a call. 

We >velcome suggestions and 
members to this Oedgling group. The 
Anglican Church Women continue to 
make wonderful contributions with 
their faithful service. We hope to com
plement their activities. 

Margaret Stone 
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Announcing .. 
Seven New* Ministry Teams! 

0 ver the coming weeks and 
months, seven new teams will 

be brought together in the parish. These 
are being designed to reflect the broad 
priorities of lay work in the parish. 

This new organizational struc
ture is designed to improve communi
cation in our growing parish, allow 
more parishioners to join discussions 
about the work of our church, and help 
connect all existing groups to Parish 
Council. 

Everyone in the parish is in
vited to get involved. If you think you 
might be interested in one of these 
seven areas, please pass your name on 
to Marilyn Johnston, William Passmore 
or Brian Smith. 

Each team would meet only 3-
5 times per year. The teams will be 
asked to co-ordinate activities in the 
parish and to make recommendations 
to Parish Council. 

All existing groups in the par
ish will be asked to choose a repre
sentative to join one of the teams. Some 

T he next celebration of Holy 
Baptism at St. Thomas will be 

on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 
January 10, 1993 at 10:00 a.m. 

The baptism of adults is a mark
ing and celebration of their faith and is 
the sign of new life in and through the 
risen life of Jesus Christ. The baptism 
of infants and young children is equally 
a mark of faith; the faith of the parents 
and sponsors. "The Baptism of those 
not old enough to make a personal 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ is to 
be encouraged, provided only that there 
is evidence of faith & commitment to 
Christ on the part of at least one parent. 
This faith and commitment 
should ... include on going 
participation .. .in the local Christian 
community. The incumbent and par-
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groups may want to join two or m re 
teams. 

In this way, each team will have 
a continuing link with the rest oft e 
parish. Until now, much of this com
munication went through the Rector or 
Churchwardens, but the parish and its 
programs are growing quickly. 

*Well, almost new! Some of 
these teams have already been launched 
or have held preliminary meetings over 
the past year. This process will formal
ize them as standing committees of 
Parish Council. 

Worship & Liturgy 
This team will plan our Sunday serv
ices, examine the liturgy of our church 
and assist the Rector in ministry. Par
ticular attention will be paid to plan
ning special events. 

Christian Community 
This team will be asked to coordinate 
our pastoral , fellowship and commu
nication ministries, and to foster a sense 
of community in our parish. 

Holy Baptism 
ents are to ensure that any additio al 
sponsors (godparents) are baptized 
people, and are by their own Christian 
commitment prepared to undertake the 
responsibilities indicated by the v ws 
they will take." (Excerpts from Direc
tions on Initiation, Diocese of Otta va, 
February 13, 1991) 

Youth Ministry 
This team will organize the nurture 
and education of our young people, 
from infants to teens, with a regular 
Sunday morning program and special 
events. 

Outreach 
This team is providing direct financial, 
moral and material help for groups 
both locally and around the world. 

Property 
This team will regularly inspect our 
buildings and land, planning any im
provements & organizing work parties 
to look after proper maintenance. 

Finance 
This team will plan the budget and 
review parish expenses, to ensure good 
stewardship of our financial resources. 

Lay Leadership Support 
This team will recruit, train and sup
port staff and volunteers, to assist them 
in carrying out lay ministry in the par
ish. 

Brian Smith 

Those wishing to discuss bap
tism for themselves or the presenting 
of their children for baptism are in
vi ted to speak to the rector or to call the 
parish office. Before each baptism par
ents & sponsors will be regular in their 
attendance at church and participate in 
a baptismal preparation class. 
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Parish Register 

Holy Baptism 
"The water of baplism ... in it we are 

buried with Christ in His death, 
share in His resurrection, and are 

reborn by the Holy Spirit" 

November 22, 1992 

Riley Christopher Earl 
Ledgerwood 

son of 
Christopher & Laurie Ledgerwood 

Michelle Kathleen Lemay 
daughter of 

Richard & Karen Lemay 

Mervin joseph Maviglia 
son of 

Frank & Kelly Maviglia 

Holy Burial 
"Increase our faith, deepen our 

hope, and confirm us in your eternal 
love." 

Thomas Walker 
September 18, 1992 

Mary Ellen McCoy 
November :2, 1992 
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Parish Council 
Highlights of meeting held December 2,1992 

0 One of the Sunday School rooms 
will be offered to the Goulboum/ 
Kanata Resource Centre for a Crisis 
Operational Worker. Used furniture 
in good condition will be appreci
ated. 
0 A new system of parish manage
ment will be implements immedi
ately. Seven teams will represent all 
lay groups in the parish leading to 
direct representation on the Parish 
Council. 
0 Vestry will be held February 14, 
1993. All groups are requested to 
submit reports and financial state
ments in writing by January :24, 1993 
so that they may be publishe for all 
parishioners prior to Vestry. 
0 There will be a Nativity presenta
tion by the Church School on 
December :20, followed by a lunch
eon. 

0 Christmas Services: 
December 24- 4:30, 7:30 and 10:00 
pm; 
December 25 - 10:00 am 
0 Epiphany Luncheon will be held 
on January 3, 1993. 
0 Deanery Council has been put on 
hold until a new Regional Dean is 
appointed. Our Deanery Representa
tive will act as a communication link 
with the other parishes in the Dean
ery. 
0 The next phase in the Transforma
tion process will be a symposium 
"Gift and Call" on January 8 and 9, 
1993. 
0 Preliminary work has been done 
on our 1993 budget. There are no 
special projects planned but anyone 
having suggestions is invited to 
submit them to the wardens. 

The Annual Vestry Meeting 
will be held on 

Sunday, February 14, 1993 
following an abbreviated 

10:00 am service 
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The Organ Fund 

A committee h:.L<> been formed 
to look at the music program of 

our parish. To date the committee has 
been very active in assessing the nec
essary requirements for Music at Serv
ices and other events in our parish. 
This committee has met with Parish 
Council and has advised them of their 
findings: 
1. Replacement of current organ -
approximately $30,000. 
2. Addition of an electronic keyboard 
- approximately $3,000. 

The committee feels that these 
two instruments will greatly enhance 
the service music and certainly the 
organ needs to be replaced. 

Funding 
Goal 
Funds already raised 
Parish Donation 
Chicken BBQ (Spring) 
Memorial Donations 
Committee Projects 
Keyboard Chart 

$35,000 
5,000 
5,000 
1,500 
5,000 
2,500 

16,500 

Total Funding $35,500 
On January 17, 1993 there will 

be a meeting held after both Sunday 
services; one after 8:30 and one after 
10:00. Please plan to attend these meet
ings: your imput in this area is very 
important. 

We would like your comments 
and feedback on this issue. Please cut 
off the bottom section and place on the 
collection plate as soon as possible. 

Don Gillen 

After Christmas ... Think Honduras! 

On Sunday January 10, 1993 we will welcome Cliff and 
Yvonne Bullis, Canadian missionaries to Honduras. They 
will preach at both the 8:30 and 10:00 services. 

Cliff and Yvonne went to Honduras last June. They have 
been working in a community college and with the local 
Anglican Church. They have been sent by South American 
Missionary Society (SAMS). We currently support them 
through our outreach program. 

Please plan to come and meet them and discuss how we can 
support them in their work on our behalf. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
0 

0 

I agree that the above enhancements to the music of the Parish are important. 

I do not agree that the above enhancements to the music of the Parish are important. 

I will be willing to contribute imancially to this project. 0 yes 0 llO 

Signature 

(optional) 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
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kidsl page 

ilmiDmiD®ffillill ®ll = 

@©@ D~ wfil1illl 
(ill~ (Matthew 1:23) 

Find the words on the tree 

Lead Mary and Joseph to the stable 
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