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The Rector Writes 

I n this week's issue of Time. 
Bill. Clinton is ~escribe.d as 
havmg a .. bold, 1f sometimes 

messy fX>litical style." Symptomatic 
of this messy style is the revelation 
that the U.S . President ·· . . . reads 
five or six books at once." (Time 
Feb.7/94 p.l9) I have rarely read 
six books at once but lam currently 
reading two books at once. The 
first is an autobiography by Terry 
Waite . The book, Taken on Trust, 
plunges the reader into the depths 
of Waite' s horrific 1763 day cap
tivity- much of which was spent in 
shackles, blindfolded and alone. 
The second book I am reading is 
Bishop John Selby Spong ' s, Res
cuing the Bible from Fundamental
ism. While mentally embracing 
these two well known Anglican 
churchmen at once may seem to 
require a degree of mental gymnas
tics worthy of Bill Clinton ' s messy 
style, both Waite and Spong con
front a profound religious issue of 
our day. How do we connect the 
faith we learn and the religion we 
proclaim to the realities of the world 
in which we live? 

The reality faced by Terry 
Waite was that for almost five years 
he was held as a hostage in Beirut. 
What price could any of us put on 
five years of our life? Yet, that is 
what was taken from him. In this , 
the issue that is raised for us is, 
Does our faith have anything to say 
to the harsh and brutal realities 
that go on in life around us? 

The reality faced by John 
Spong is his conviction that the 
fundamentalist literalization of 
scripture is destroying the very Bi
ble that the fundamentalists believe 
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themselves to be serving so faith
fully. Spong writes," .. . until we 
free the scriptures from the killing 
straitjacket of literalism, fundamen
talism, and inerrancy ... " they will 
never be " .. . known, engaged, or 
integrated into our lives in Christ." 
(Rescuing the Bible from Funda
mentalism p. 226) While many 
cling tenaciously to ways of ex
pression from the past and pretend 
that a world view long since aban
doned is still real , the very people 
who need to hear the word of God 
in Christ dismiss Christianity in 
droves. The issue is this: Does our 
faith Jwve anything to say to a world 
which knows that it lives within a 
creation where distance is meas
ured in light years and time is meas
ured in hillians o.f years? 

So on one hand we confront. 
as Terry Waite ' s experience tells 
us, a brutal and cruel world and on 
the other hand, as John Spong's 
thesis suggests, a world that em
braces an understanding of crea
tion vastly different from t e one 
embraced during the time in which 
our faith story is set. Do the reali
ties suggested by these two books, 
that I am reading in my messy style, 
draw us to the conclusion that the 
world has become so brutal and the 
cosmos S? great that, as Christians, 
we must stand mute and power
less? I am convinced that the an
swer to that question is a resound
ing 'No! ' I am also convinced that 
we need to be careful that our an
swer does not rely UfX>n the convic
tion that the world is so evil that we 
simply dismiss it or that. as I have 
heard some fundamentalists claim, 
scientific knowledge is all suspect 

and the handiwork of the devil. 
What can we find that will 

transcend the brutal brokenness of 
this world and not mire us in 
understandings from the past that 
our brains know very well to be 
nonsense? I believe the answer to 
that question rests in the active, 
living love of God as experienced 
and seen in Jesus. God loves the 
world. God continues to Jove the 
world . That love will transcend, 
overpower. and exceed the horrific 
brokenness that we too often see 
around us. That love also extends 
into the vast reaches of the universe 
and into the minute particles of an 
atom. We can celebrate and bask in 
the love of God actively engaging 
our minds. God's love gives us 
permission and in fact demands 
that we embrace the wonders that 
science opens to us, for wherever 
the telescope points or the micro
scope probes they reveal the won
der of God and God ' s love. 

And so, I read two books 
and affirm two faces of the chal
lenge that is ever present for people 
of faith. Does my faith speak to my 
world? As the journey goes on the 
answer remains 'yes'. Not because 
I have rejected or denied anything 
but because I have tasted again the 
love of God- a love that was, that is, 
and that is to come. 

In God ' s love, 

~1-
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Valentines Day approaches
the day celebrating love. Red hearts 
and cupids, red roses and choco
lates in heart-shaped boxes fill the 
stores. The martyred bishop for 
whom St. Valentines Day was 
named has faded into the far back
ground. Nevertheless, what better 
occasion to consider and give thanks 
for the many types of love in our 
lives. Whereas our society cel
ebrates romantic love on February 
14th (and it is a wonderful thing 
and worthy of celebration!), love in 
its many forms and disguises sus
tains and enriches our lives daily. 

The following was written by a 
young person from the United States 
for a World Peace Essay Contest: 

If I had the opportunity to 
speak to the world leaders, I think 
at first I would not speak at all. 
Instead I would take with me a 
newborn OO.by deep in sleep. I would 
walk before each of them so they 
could see the baby breathe a breath 
or two. Then I would say, "You 
have just looked into the face of 
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From the Editor's Desk 
(cvilh loue) 

How much more empty our lives 
would be without love. both that 
given and that received. In the cur
rently popular musical Les 
Miserables, one of the characters 
sings, "To love another person is 
to see the face of God." I found that 
line inspiri ng enough to put up on 
my office wall, where it has re
mained for months now. Truly the 
richness and depth of emotion, and 
the sense of wonder experienced in 
the love for another person give 
one a glimpse at times of God, the 
creator of all beauty! 

While on the subject of love, 
I'll mention the theme for the next 
issue of People's Pulpit: Children. 
Indeed the two (love and children) 
are closely related. If you have any
thing to contribute to this next is
sue, which will also be the Easter 

issue, the deadline will be March 
6th. 

Finally, the piece below 
(which I have named The Face r~f 
Peace) was given to me by a friend 
about 8 years ago and touched me 
at the time. Now a mother, it means 
even more to me. Our future, and 
that of our children, will be af
fected by the decisions being made 
today. We must try not to ignore 
opportunities to participate in the 
making of these decisions and the 
striving for peace in our world. See 
page 13 for an interesting look at 
our world in the piece, If the World 
were a Village of 1000 People. We 
do have a voice and must make it 
heard so that our beautiful world 
will still be here for our children's 
children to enjoy! 

Trish Irwin-Kitt 

The Face of Peace 

peace. Leaders of today' s world, 
when you plan your budget for 
world hunger, please be sure this 
baby has enough to eat. When you 
make your bombs which blow up, 
maim and kill, please arrange them 
so none of them hurts this baby. 
When you discuss your problems, 
please do it softl y so you will not 
wake this baby. When you sell your 
wares, buy your weapons, think of 
this child' s perfect face and re
member to keep it unscratched. 
When you imprison your enemies 
and cage them, remember this 
child's easy emotions. Then ask 
yourself why any mother's child 
should be less free than this child." 

Then when one of the lead
ers would ask me, as I am sure one 
of the leaders would, ''Who is this 
child who deserves such consid
eration?" I'd tum to them and say, 
'This baby is Irish, sir, a little child 
from Belfast. . o, the child is from 
Lebanon, ills family was massa
cred. ·o, this child is a black child 
from a burned tenement in the 
Bronx. No, a third world baby 
whose country I do not know. No 
sir, this is your baby and your ba
by's baby and forever on. This child 
is the past and this child is the 
present. You gentlemen and mad
ams, you will decide if this child is 
the future." 



Psst . .. Missed VestrY? 
Here~s what haPPened! 

T
he St. Thomas' annual 
Vestry meeting was held 
on the last Sunday in 

Janaury, and it may have set a 
new attendance record. There 
were about 50 people at the meet
ing. For the first time, Sunday 
School was held during the Ves
try, instead of before the meeting. 
Still, a motion was approved ask
ing Parish Council to explore ways 
to encourage even more people to 
attend. 

Ross opened the meeting 
with prayer, followed by a pres
entation to outgoing members of 
Parish Council (see related article 
on page 9). 

Transformation 
Then, there was a presenta

tion by two members of the Parish 
Transformation Team, Mike 
Bryan and Margaret Stone. They 
spoke of the excitement they have 
felt about the Transformation 
process, followed by the disap
pointment at the cancellation of 
the diocesan program. They 
looked forward optimistically, 
though, to the continuation of the 
program here in our parish, possi
bly in conjunction with other par
ishes in the diocese. 

Budget 
Discussion about the finan

cial reports and the 1994 budget 
then kept us busy for quite a while. 
Because of the generous response 
to the autumn financial appeal, 
the parish ended 1993 with a 
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modest surplus, which will act as 
a cushion (or operating capital) 
for the first part of 1994. The new 
year's budget shows a slight de
cline from last year, but will still 
pose a challenge to members of 
the congregation, if it is to be met. 
(See related article on the parish 
budget on page 7) . 

Liturgy 
The final part of the meet

ing was an open forum, to talk 
about parish life. There were some 
discussions about the use of the 
Prayer Book, and the benefi ts of 
publicizing the annual schedule, 
so that people know in advance 
when each liturgy will be used. 
There was also a request that 
Morning Prayer be used more fre
quently and a suggestion that per
haps the children would prefer to 
stay in Sunday School for the 
entire service on the second Sun
day of each month (during the 
Morning Prayer service) . The 
Worship Committee has been re
viewing some of these issues and 
will undoubtedly be looking at 
them again. 

Liqu(Jr License Debate 
Finally, a motion was pre

sented to Vestry calling for a 
change in policy, to permit the 
licensed use of wine and beer at 
events in our church. Several 
speakers supported the motion, 
suggesting it could lead to an in
crease in the use of the parish hall. 
(Friday and Sunday evenings are 

generally not booked right now.) 
Licensed events could also in
crease revenue for the parish, 
while providing a pleasant atn10s
phere for parish dinners. Support
ers generally felt that over-indul
gence would not be a problem. 
Others worried that there would 
be liability problems for the par
ish, if the hall was to be rented for 
licensed events. There was con
cern expressed, too, about the im
age projected by the parish and 
about the priority of family events, 
which now take place in the hall at 
little or no cost. 

New Committee 
After much discussion, the 

motion was withdrawn, in favour 
of a plan to set up a committee to 
review all aspects of the wine and 
beer proposal. Several people ex
pressed an interest in joining the 
committee and Parish Council was 
instructed to get it launched. The 
committee was asked to report to 
a special Vestry meeting, by the 
beginning of April. 

With that, the meeting came 
to an end, with the congregation 
rising to say the Grace. 

Brian Smith 
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This year' s theme for Lent 
1s taken from the above title 
of a song used to conclude the video 
produced as part of the "Vision 
Portrait" for the Diocese of Ot
tawa. As a people called by God we 
believe that we are to be instru
ments of God in the hand of God, 
doing the work of God. Four main 
components will make up the 
Lenten Program at St. Thomas' this 
year. 

1. Ash Wednesday Observance 
February 16 

Holy Eucharist with the 
Imposition of Ashes 10:00 a.m. 

and 7:30 p.m. 
Ashes, from the chaned remains of 
palm branches used on Palm Sun
day the previous year, are used to 
make the sign of the cross on the 
forehead of believers. Ashes, sym
bolic since early biblical times of 
repentance, remind us that humil
ity and honesty are the marks of a 
person called to be an instrument of 
God in the world. And so, on Ash 
Wednesday, we begin our journey 
offaithful service. 

2. Sundays at the 8:30 Eucharist 
1i' February 20 - The video "A 
Vision Portrait"will be viewed to 
introduce the theme of our call to 
service as an instrument of God. 
'if February 27 to March 20- The 
rector will deliver a series of ser
mons on texts illustrating God' s 
invitation to share in her creative 
and nurturing work. 
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Lenten Program 
"Christ has no hands, 

no feet but vours. " 

'if Februar,y 27 - Abraham and 
Sarah - father and mother of na
tions 
'if March 6 - Responding to God 
'if March 13 - Instruments of God's 
love 
'if March 20 - Jesus, pattern and 
example 

3. Sundays at the 10:00 Service 
'if February 20 - The video "A 
Vision Portrait" will be viewed to 
introduce the theme of our call to 
service as instruments of God. 
'if February 27 to March 20 - We 
will we lcome a series of guest 
speakers who will be relating the 
work of various organizations and 
ministri es. These ministries we 
view as expressions of Christ ' s 
hands at work in the world. 
'if February 27 - Don Stewart from 
the Kanata Goulbourn West 
Carleton Resource Centre. The 
Community Counsellor working 
out of our church is one expression 
of the work done by the Resource 
Centre. 
1i' March 6 - Ken Gibbs, Director 
of the Anglican Social Service Cen
tre, Centre 454 . Centre 454 is a 
ministry of the Diocese of Ottawa 
and supported through our parish 
apportionment. 
'if March 13 - A representative 
from the Hospice of All Saints. 
"The Hospice is founded on dig
nity and compassionate care for 
individuals who are living with a 
life threatening or terminal illness 
by supporting these individuals in 
their own home." 

1i' March 20 - Captain Darrin 
Graudreau of the Church Army 
conducts a prison ministry at the 
Ottawa-Carleton Detention Cen
tre. 
1i' March 27 - "Nourished for 
Service". As a conclusion to the 
Life in the Eucharist program that 
some of our children are participat
ing in, there will be an instructed 
Eucharist on the Sunday of the Pas
sion. It is in Eucharist that we are 
nourished and empowered to be 
God's faithful instruments in the 
world - Christ's hands, Christ's feet 
in the world. 

4. Mid-Week Eucharists - Once 
again this year there will be a mid
week Eucharist during Lent. 
Holy Eucharist- 10:00 a.m. 
Thursdays, February 24, March 3, 
10, 17, 24 and 31. 

Prayer for Lent 
Almighzy and everlasting God, 
you despise nothing you have made 
and forgive the sins of all who are 
penitent. 
Create and make in us new and 
contrite hearts. 
that we. worthily lamenting our 
sins 
and acknowledging our broken
ness. 
may obtain of you, the God r~f all 
mercy. 
perfect remission andforgiveness: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
who lives and rei?,ns with you and 
the Holy Spirit 
one God.jor ever and ever. 
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About the New Budget 
Achieving our Parish Budget 

Depends on Regular Monthlv Giving 

0 ur parish's 1994 budget 
looks an awful lot like 
last year's budget, but 

with a slightly smaller bottom line. 
We are proposing to receive and 
to spend $142,500 over the com
ing year. As usual , the major items 
are the cost of employing our 
priest, paying our mortgage and 
supporting our diocese. Here are 
some of the changes from last 
year. 

The cost of priestly serv
ices has risen, partly because the 
employer portion of benefits, 
which we pay, are now taxable. 
Our diocesan apportionment has 
been reduced because Parish 
Council felt it could not contrib
ute the same amount as last year, 
due to this past year's financial 
crisis. The outreach budget has 
been renewed, at 10% of other 
parish expenditures. The allow
ance for snow removal has been 
increased, after our experience 
with last year's high snowfall. 
Maintenance costs have been in
creased slightly, to ensure more 
timely elevator and furnace main
tenance. Secretarial costs are 
down slightly because of Shirley 
Sharkey's request to work fewer 
hours, while co-ordinating some 
volunteer assistance. Finally, the 
cost of our mortgage payments 
has been reduced because the dio
cese has agreed to a lower interest 
rate. 

Looking back at 1993, ad
versity has led to renewed 
strength. The parish spent $11,000 
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less than it had budgeted, with the 
biggest cut being in the area of 
oun·each programs. Other savings 
came through salary reductions 
for part-time staff, reduced rec
tory costs, reduced office costs, 
lower mortgage payments, and 
postponement of an acoustic ceil
ing in the parish hall. At the same 
time, many parishioners re
sponded generously to the autumn 
financial appeal . Even though the 
pledge cards didn't indicate a good 
financial response, rna y people 
obviously contributed anyway. By 
year end, our contributions were 
almost up to budget, with other 
parish income pushing us slightly 
over budget. 

At the annual Vestry meet
ing there were several q uestions 
about the financial statements. 
Contributions for flowers are no! 
all being spent on flowers, so there 
was a suggestion that more should 
be spent in that area. At the present 
time, flower contributions are cov
ering the cost of most altar sup
plies. 

Concerns were also ex
pressed about the parish Memo
rial Fund. Parish Council had di
rected that the separate bank ac
count be closed down, with the 
Memorial Fund tracked separately 
in the General Fund. This has not 
yet been done, but in the mean
time, two years worth of dona
tions have accrued in the General 
Fund. It was agreed that these 
would be better tracked and re
ported in future. 

People who now contrib
ute monthly to the church have 
expressed concern about the waste 
of envelopes . . It was suggested 
that parishioners should have the 
option of ordering weekly or 
monthly envelopes next year. 
Some people who contribute 
monthly also admit to feeling 
awkward when the offertory plate 
is passed on Sunday mornings. 

There were also questions 
about whether the parish would 
need another emergency appeal 
in 1994 to meet this year's budget. 
Several explanations were offered 
for the financial crisis of last year, 
inc! uding reduced enthusiasm, the 
recession and the absence of an 
appeal in 1992. It would be help
ful if more people in the parish 
would commit to regular monthly 
giving. However, there may also 
need to be an appeal to reach 
those who only give once a year. 

Brian Smith 
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Report from 
Sunday School 

A s many of you will know, 
the children of the Sun
day School all partici

pated in the annual Christmas Pag
eant. This year, the Story of the 
Birth of Our Lord was "produced" 
in lieu of our regular Sunday Serv
ice, followed by a luncheon hosted 
by the Church School. I understand 
it was quite a heartwarming event, 
and a big thank you to all the 
children who so well represented 
the characters of so long ago. 
Thanks, too, to all those who helped 
in the directing, producing, cast
ing, prompting and costuming. 
Have I forgotten anyone? 

I am very pleased to report 
that, through the generosity of the 
St. Thomas' Family, we contrib
uted to the success of the Christmas 
Basket Campaign. Our children 
were responsible for providing 
"treat" items, extra items like cook
ies, chocolate or candy, that are so 
much a part of a celebration, but not 

usually included in the regular 
Christmas Basket. Because some 
70 children were recipients of Bas
kets, I am certain we were able to 
contribute to making them special. 
Thank you to everyone who so gen
erously donated items. 

Starting on January 30, many 
of the seven and eight year olds will 
have begun a six week course on 
the Life in the Eucharist Program. 
For those in this age group who-are 
not participating, there will con
tinue to be a "regular" Sunday 
School class. 

At the 1992 Diocesan Synod, 
the introduction of an integrated 
and parallel program for children 
aged eight to fifteen was approved. 
This will be an exciting and in
formative two-day programme re
lated to the theme of Synod, and 
will take place at the Fall 1994 

. Synod. As a point of interest, Gen
eral Synod (National) is being 
hosted in Ottawa in 1995 and there 

are plans for children to attend. At 
the January 30 Vestry meeting a 
motion was approved to sponsor 
two children of St. Thomas to par
ticipate at the Fall ' 94 Synod. If 
your child would be interested in 
this, please submit your name to 
the Rector or to Judy Starr. 

Finally, reserve February 20 
on your social calendar for our 2nd 
Annual Tobogganing and Pizza 
Party. Weather permitting, the to
bogganing will once again be at the 
Bruce Pit on Cedarview Road 
(across from Bell High School) in 
Bell's Corners. We will come back 
to the church for hot chocolate, 
kids' movies and pizza. This year 
we are going to ask for people to 
pre-pay for the pizza. Watch the 
bulletin board for further informa
tion. Hope to see you all there! 

Judy Starr 

••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••• 
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Holy Baptism 
"The water of baptism ... in it we 

are buried with Christ in His 
death. share in His ressurection. 

and are reborn by the Holy 
Spirit." 

J anuary 9, 1994 

Thomas Robert Lenz 
son of 

Michael and Carol Lenz 
sponsored by 

Adrian and Susan Rutters 

Holy Burial 
"Increase our faith. deepen our 
hope, and confirm us in your 

eternal love." 

Deryck Cecil Trehearne 
December 31, 1993 

Alfred Ronald Mitchell 
Janaury 19, 1994 

••• 
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"A Night 
to Remember .. 

O n Sunday, December 5 
a remarkably successful 
Parish gathering was held 

at St. Thomas' , combining Evening 
Prayer (more melodically styled 
Evensong) with a Pot-Luck Sup
per. To those parishioners unable 
to be present such an event may 
sound rather like one more prosaic 
and routine attempt to reach out to 
and corral our members. Reach out 
it did- but the result was anything 
but prosaic or routine! 

While morning worship in 
its several forms is available to all, 
traditional evening vespers in the 
Anglican Communion have for 
years become something of a rar
ity. This, in spite of the brevity, 
beauty and serenity of the form as 
prescribed in the Book of Common 
Prayer. In a few short sentences the 
sonorous cadences of the 
Magnificat seem to capture the full 
essence of the Christian religion; 
and the Nunc Dimittis, especially 

in its musical rendition, is perhaps 

the most moving Canticle of all our 
hymns of praise: "Lord, now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word." Can one 
conjure a more simple or symbolic 
entreaty to herald day' s end? Let us 
hope that this, at least, will never be 
sacrificed to the demands of mod
ernization! 

More than 200 parishioners, 
from elderly traditionalists to the 
youngest children, overflowed our 
church- an indication of the popu
larity of this event. And at the con
clusion, almost all gathered in the 
lower hall for supper. The word 
'supper' does little to describe the 
elegance and variety of the repast 
that had been contributed by a host 
of participants: truly a '·groaning 
board" of dishes! My immediate 
thought was, "What will be done 
with all that will of a certainty re
main untouched?" A needless 
worry, and I did just manage a 
second go at some delectable Swed
ish Meatballs! 

Obviously, much thought and 
labour were expended, but all who 
contributed in so many ways with 
their talents could feel justly proud 
and rewarded. Indeed, so popular 
and successful was the entire after
noon and evening, I venture to sug
gest that this form of worship and 
corporate togetherness should be
come a welcome fixture at St. Tho
mas' , not annually, but several times 
in each church year. This initial 
experiment was proclaimed 'A 
Night to Remember!' 

Bob Bennett 

Editor's Note: If you enjoyed 
our last Evensong and Potluck 
or if you're regretting having 
missed it, take out your calen
dars now! A repeat perform
ance is tentatively scheduled for 
April lOth. Stay tuned for more 
details. Hope to see you there! 

The Changing of the Guard 

Almost half the members of 
Parish Council stepped down and 
were replaced at last month' s Ves
try Meeting. Many others were 
nominated to new positions. So it 
will be a new group that is now 
responsible for leading the parish. 

Retiring from Parish Coun
cil were: 
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-Hugh Sparks, as Property Man
ager 
-Jim Sharkey, as Vestry Clerk 
- Keldine FitzGerald, as Christian 
Community Rep 
-Shirley Sharkey, as Synod Mem
ber 
-Brian Smith, as Rector' s Warden 

Others in the parish who 
have stepped down from positions 
of leadership were: 
- Joan Read, after many years as 
Altar Guild President 

- Bev Cutts, as President of the 
Anglican Church Women 
- Don Gillen, as Church Rental 
Agent. 

Letters of appreciation were 
handed out by the Rector at the 
Vestry Meeting. 

Our church wardens for the 
comin.g year will be William 
Passmore and Marilyn Johnston. 
Other parish leaders are listed in 
the Directory inside the front cover 
of People's Pulpit. 
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Life in the 

Eucharist 

T
he "Life in the Eucharist " 
program is designed to in
struct 7 to 9 years olds (or 

there about) regarding the Eucha
rist. This is a relatively new con
cept in the Anglican Church. Most 
of us probably went through Con
firmation when we were teenagers 
before being allowed to share in the 
Eucharist. However, the church 
now affirms that all full members 
of the church are entitled to share in 
the Eucharist. Since we have al
ways believed that we are made full 
members of the church at baptism 
(recall the Nicene Credo, "We ac
knowledge one baptismfor the for
giveness of sins."), it naturally fol
lows that all baptized persons are 
entitled to share in the meal that 
sustains the new life received 
through Christ. 

It is important ¢.at those who 
participate in the sacrament of the 
Eucharist understand its signifi
cance. While most children start to 
become curious about God around 
the age of 3 or 4, they are general! y 
about 6 or 7 before they start to 
move beyond an egocentric view 
of the world to a perspective which 
places a greater importance on 
friends and community. Thus, the 
"Life In The Eucharist" program is 
aimed at teaching the 7 and over set 
an appreciation for the Eucharist. 

The practice of permitting 
children to share in the Eucharist 
challenges many long-standing 
ideas aOOUt the roles of children VS. 

adults in the church. Can children 
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real! y be taught to appreciate the 
Eucharist? Yet even as adults our 
understanding of the Eucharist is 
naturally limited by our imperfect 
understanding of God and His pur
pose. o what is the difference 
between the imperfect understand
ing of God as an adult or as a child? 

" Yet even as adults our under
standing of the Eucharist is 
rutturally limited by our imper
fect understanding of God and 
His p urpose." 

As adults, we may be re
sponsible for more things -but does 
that material responsibility not of
ten hinder our understanding of 
God' s purpose? Jesus suggested 
that it might even be easier for 
chi I dren to appreciate God's pur
pose (recall Matthew 18:3, "Un
less you turn and become like chil
dren, you will never enter the king
dom of heaven."). Perhaps in the 
eyes of God, the difference between 
a child ' s understanding and an 
adult' s is not so large after all. 

Once we recognize that the 
children in our parishes are. by 
virtue of baptism, full and equal 
members of the congregation, our 
perspective about their role in par
ish life changes significantly. They 
have a need and desire to partici
pate in worship - although notal 
ways in the same way that adults 
worship. They also need to have 
their rel igious and personal ques
tions answered so that they can 

fully grow into their baptismal 
birthright. And they need to feel 
welcome and comfortable in as 
many aspects of parish life as pos
sible ; for our parish life is also 
enhanced by them (even though at 
times they may be noisy and 
squirmy!). 

The "L~fe In The Eucha
rist" program teaches children 
about the Eucharist and the com
munion service simultaneously. 
The program is divided into 6 
weekly themes corresponding to 
the 6 segments of the Eucharistic 
serv1ce: 

''Once we recognize that the c/liJ
dren in our parishes are, by virtue 
of baptism, full and equal mem
bers of the congregation, our per
spective about their role in parish 
life clumges significantly." 

1. We Gather To Celebrate 
The Lord's Meal (The Gathering 
of the Community) 

2. We Read The Word of 
God (The Proclamation of the 
Word) 

3. We Share The Word of 
God (Sermon & Prayers of the Peo
ple) 

4. God Gives The Gift of 
Life (The Celebration of the Eucha
rist) 

5. We Share The Bread of 
Life (The Communion) 

6. We Live In Communion 
With Jesus (Blessing & Dismissal) 

A unique aspect of the pro-
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Life in the Eucharist ... continued 

gram is that it affirms the role of 
parents as the primary educators of 
their children. Each week, guided 
by a workbook, the child and par
ent work through a series of con
versations designed to explore the 
theme for the week. The workbook 
also highlights how that theme oc
curs as a segment of the Eucharistic 
service. At Sunday school, the 
children then work on a project that 
re-enforces the concepts encoun
tered during these conversations. 
My role, as facilitator, is primarily 
to provide support for parents and 
to lead the weekly projects during 
the church school time. Each week 
the children will spend 1-2 hours in 
exploring the theme at home, fol
lowed by a 30 minute project dur
ing Sunday school. 

For example, in the second 
week the conversations start by de
picting a family history as told 
through the stories of a grandparent 
in the workbook. This is then de
veloped by a discussion of the 
child's own family history and his 
or her role in the continuous evolu
tion of their family story. The 

workbook then draws the parallel 
with the history of God's people as 
told through the stories in the Bi
ble. This is further developed 
through a discussion about our role 
as God ' s people in the continuous 
evolution of that Great Story. The 
workbook then highlights how in 
the Eucharistic service we remem
ber the Great Story during the Read
ings and that, in hearing thi s story, 
we are reminded to contin e it in 
our lives by loving God and caring 
for others. Finally these concepts 
are physically instantiated during 
church school by building (out of 
cereal boxes) a mock library of 
books corresponding to the 66 
books, gospels, acts and letters of 
the Bible. In seeing in physical 
terms the scope of the Great Story, 
the children are led to appreciate 
the magnitude and richness of our 
church history. 

With this type of intensive 
study. we shouldn' t be surprised if. 
after graduating from the "L~fe In 
The Eucharist" program, these chil
dren have a deeper understanding 
of the Eucharist than some of us 

Baby Gates Neededl 

adults who memorized our Cat
echism and had to spend years de
veloping this understanding on our 
own. (I know that my own personal 
understanding has already been en
riched by working through the first 
two themes with my son who is in 
the program.) 

So please support these chil
dren in your prayers and welcome 
them in your hearts as full and 
participating members of Christ ' s 
church (even if they do wiggle and 
squirm more so than the rest of us!). 

Paul Renaud 

Moms and Tots and the Sunday School 
Nursery need some adjustable type 
baby gates which do not need to be 
fastened to a wall (Gerry or Fisher 
Price are suitable). Call Georgina Pur
chase (836-4073) or Barb Schizkoske 
(836-4417) if you can donate a gate. 

Lenten Bible Discussion Group 
Will be meeting every Wednesday evening after the 7:30p.m. 
Eucharist at the church, starting on Ash Wednesday, February 16 
and concluding March 30, with the exception of March 2nd 
(Parish Council night). Everyone is welcome! 

Broadcast on a recent Air Farce pro
gram, the story about Patrick Roy, 
famous goalie of the Montreal Canadi
ans, organizing a reunion of NHL 
greats. Seated at the head table would 
be three people - Bobby Hull, Brett 
Hull and Patrick Roy (i.e. the father, 
son and goalie host). · 

Answer to Kids' Page {p.l6} puzzle: "I will open my mouth in parables: I will utter 
things which have been kept secret ... " 
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T
he A.C.W. is alive and 
flourishing at St. Tho
mas. As a result of 

changing our meeting time in 
September from evening to af
ternoon our attendance at meet
ings has doubled. We now meet 
on the first Monday of each 
month at 1:30 p.m. in the Coun
cil Room. Come and join us for 
a productive time of fun and 
fellowship. 

Our Woolly Tree was 
again successful. The following 
items were delivered to Nelson 
House on December 20th: 

., 30 pairs of mitts 

., 4 tams 

., 5 toques 

., 1 vest 

., 2 pairs of socks 

., 1 infant nightgown 

., 8 sets of doll, toque, mitts 

., 3 sets of toque & mitts 

., 1 pair of knitted slippers 

., 5 stuffed animals 

., 1 cardigan 

., 3 scarves 

., 1 puppet 

., 1 car bed 

., 1 crib cover 
Our sincere thanks to all who 
contributed. 

The bales for the North 
will be packed in May. New 
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warm clothing, mitts, hats and 
scarves are always welcome. 

O ne of our A.C.W. 
projects has been quilts for Nel
son House. We are now branch
ing into afghans. We require five 
inch knitted squares - any col
our, weight or pattern. Your help 
again is requested. 

We are still continuing 
with our old projects: labels, 
stamps, eyeglasses and hearing 
aids are still needed. At our Janu
ary meeting we trimmed nearly 
one thousand Campbell's soup 
labels. The Campbell's umbrella 
covers many other trade names, 
so the following are also 
collectibles: Campbell's, 
Prego, V-8~ Swansons and 
Franco American . 

Please keep the used greet
ing cards and current magazines 
corning for CHEO. Read Juanita 
Snelgrove's articles in Cross
talk to realize what the Dioc
esan A .C.W. is doing at CHEO . 

The Girl Guides of Canada 
are collecting Heinz baby food 
and juice labels and cereal box 
tops. T he H.J. Heinz Company 
will pay 6 cents for each label or 
top to support children's hospi
tals -in our locality CHEO. The 
Girl Guides also collect soft 

drink can tabs . The proceeds 
from the sale of the metal are 
used to purchase wheel chairs. 
We will see that these items are 
delivered to the Guides. 

We will keep you posted 
regarding our Bridge Day on 
April 21st, as our plans develop. 

See you on March 7th at 
1:30? 

Phyllis Lumsden, President 

A quick checklist of 
items to collect for the 
A.C.W.'s ongoing com
munity projects: 
* New warm clothing * Mitts, hats, scarves * 5-inch knitted squares * Campbell's labels * (also Prego, V-8, 

Swansons, Franco
American) 

* Stamps * Eyeglasses * Hearing Aids 
* Used greeting cards 
* Current magazines * Heinz baby food and 

juice labels * Heinz cereal box tops * Soft drink can tabs 
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If the World were 
a Village of 1000 People. 

If the world were a village of 
1000 people, it would include: 
584 Asians 
124 Mricans 
95 East and West Europeans 
84 Latin Americans 
55 Soviets (including for the mo

ment Lithuanians, Latvians, 
Estonians, and other national 
groups) 

52 North Americans 
6 Australians and New Zealand-

ers 
- Of the total of 1000 villagers, 

only 300 would be white. 
In this village of 1000 there 
are: 
329 Christians (among them 187 
Catholics, 84 Protestants, 31 Or
thodox) 
178 Moslems 
167 "Nonreligious" 
132 Hindus 
60 Buddhists 
45 Atheists 
3 Jews 
86 All other religions 
- ln this thousand-person commu
nity, 200 people receive 75% of the 
income; another 200 receive only 
2% of the income. 

T he next celebrations of Holy 
Baptism at St. Thomas will 
be during the Easter Vigil 

on Easter Eve, April 2 at 7:30 p.m. 
and then on Pentecost, May 22 at 
IO:OOa.m. 

The baptism of adults is a 
marking and celebration of their 
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- Only 70 people of the 1000 own 
an automobile (although some of 
the 70 own more than one automo
bile). 
-About 1/3 have access to clean, 

safe drinking water. Of the 670 
adults in the village, half are illiter
ate. 
The village has 6 acres of land 
per person, 6000 acres in all, 
of which: 
700 acres are cropland 
1400 acres pasture 
1900 acres woodland 
2000 acres desert, tundra, pavement 

and other wasteland 
- The woodland is declini ng rap

idly while the wasteland in increas
ing. The other land categories are 
roughly stable. 
In the village of 1000 people, 
there are: 
5 soldiers 
7 teachers 
1 doctor 
3 refugees driven from home 
by war or drought 
- The village has a total budget 

each year, public and pri vate of 
over $3 million - $3000 per person 
if it is distributed evenly (which, 

faith and is the sign of new life in 
and through the risen life of Jesus 
Christ. The baptism of infants and 
young children is equally a mark of 
faith; the faith of the parents and 
sponsors . 

Those wishing to discuss 
baptism for themselves or the pre-

we have already seen, isn ' t). 
Of the total $3 million: 
$181,000 goes to weapons and 
warfare 
$159,000 for education 
$132,000 for health care 
-The village has buried beneath it 

enough explosive power in nuclear 
weapons to blow itself to smither
eens many times over. These weap
ons are under the control of just I 00 
of the people. The other 900 people 
are watching them with deep anxi
ety, wondering whether they can 
learn to get along together, and if 
they do, whether they might set off 
the weapons anyway through inat
tention or technical bungling, and 
if they ever decide to dismantle the 
weapons, where in the world vil
lage they would dispose of the dan
gerous radioactive materials of 
which the weapons are made. 

(excerpt from Value Earth, by Donella 
H. Meadows) 

senting of their children for bap
tism are invited to speak to the 
rector or to call the parish office . 
Before .each baptism parents and 
sponsors will be regular in their 
attendance at church and partici
pate in a baptismal preparation 
class. 
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concel?t 
Group .................. 1 •teliie Hol land Cross 

II Hol lan d A venue. Surte 7 15 
Onawa. Onta no KI Y 4S I 
Telephone [6 13} 76 1- 745 5 
Telefax [613} 76 1-7456 

Bruce l<err, B.A., C.F. P. 

F1nC1nClc-ll r:~r'!rllng Cor.sulti-'!ll 

TRANSAMERlCA 
LIFE COMPANIES 

700 - 1525 Carling Ave. 
Ottawa, Ontario KIZ 8R9 

MORLEY E. PAGET 

Broker 

831-1898 

STEPHENS AUTO WRECKERS 
WE BUY WRECKS 

We pi~k up complete cars free 
Used Auto Parts 

Lot 20, Concession 1 0, 
Stittsville, Ontario 

BOOSTING & TOWING 

FEED & SEED (1982) LTD. 

6001 HAZELDEAN ROAD 
STITISVILLE. ONTARIO 
KOA 3GO OFFICE 836-6880 

FOR THE BEST IN 
MANAGEMENT TRAINING 

Supervisory Principles & Practices 
Instructional Techniques 

Total Quality Management 
Time & Stress Management 

(613) 836-7375 

Training, Documentation and Quality Assurance 

120 Elm Cres. 

Bus: 836-2442 
Peter A. Torunski 
President 

Stittsville, Ontario 
K2S 1 P1 Res: 836-5990 Prop. Norm Stephens 
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Compliments of 

Pet Food Plus 
14 locations to serve you 

Kanata store located in 
Van Leeuwen Centre 

(next to LOEB's) 
831-0556 
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ROYAL LEPAGE 
---1111111111111111111111 

Marjorie Dunnigan 
Sales Representative 

Residential Real Estate Services 
420 Hazeldean Road, Unit# 12 
Kanata, Ontario K2L 482 

r--., 
SALES ACHIEVEME~T 

~WAR~ 

Bus: (613) 831-4000 
Res: (613) 831-3159 
Fax: (613) 831-3172 

ROYAL UPAGE REAL ESTATE SERVICES LTD., BROKER 

Mutual Premier 
Investment Funds 

100o/o No-Load & Full Service 
. _,.. • Mutual Premier Mortgage Fund 

,., • Mutual Premier Bond Fund 
· • Mutual Premier Blue Chip Fund 

• Mutual Premier Amencan Fund 

• Mutual Premier Growth Fund · 
• Mutual Premier Intern. ational Fund 

• -.. The choice is yours .. Call and get the 
- ROSS · Premier Advantage. 

KENNEDY afl The Mutual Group 
Bus. 567-9700 ..... "'j 
Res. 836·3193 

AVON 
Imagine shopping this easy!! 
Skin care, make up, A von Fashions, Videos 
and much more! 

~ Ca~ ~e for the latest brochure 
~ab Thomas 836-1457 

BRADLEY'S 
·IIYOUR INDEPENDENT GROCER·" 

Full Service Supermarket 
Deli - Fresh Meat - Floral 

Bakery- Produce - No Name 
and President's Choice Products 

Stittsville Shopping Centre 
(613) 831-3123 

1300 Main Street 
STORE HOURS 

· MON - SAT 8 am - 9 pm, SUN 10 am - 5 pm 
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GEORGINA PU RCHASE 

® 

Educational Consultant 

(613) 836-4073 

52 Victor St. RR #2 
Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 87 

Developmental Toys. Books & Games For All Ages 
Home Demonstrations. Fundraisers. Catalogue / Phone 

Orders. Part Time & Full Time Career Opportunities. 
Visa / MC Accepted 

: .. . '\~~ ""~ ·: ~G· 
t ~ ~· 

~
', • 0~~ ''Meeting the Promotional 

~ t-._0"\.~ Needs of your Business 
0~· or Organization" 

~~ 

Custom printed pens, magnets, 
mugs, t-shirts, caps, binders -

anything a logo can go on! 

Trish Irwin-Kitt 
Tel: 831-7047 
Fax: 831-7048 

ONTARIO AND CANADA LAND SURVEYOR 

PAUL A. RIDDELL, O.L.S., C.L.S. 

89 Auriga Dr. 
(Rideau Heights Business Park) 
Nepean , Ont. K2E 7Z2 
Tel : (61 3) 225-8513 
Fax: (61 3) 225-9816 

P.O. Box 721 
Stinsville, Ont. K2S !A9 

Tet: (613) 836-2392 

For the most thorough 
house inspection 

anywhere! 

QUALI1Y INSPECTION SERVICES INC. 
A complete inspection from roof to basement 

Peter T orunski 
President 
(613) 836-7375 

120 Elm Cres. 
Stittsville, Ont. 

KZS 1P1 
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-kids' page 

THE LEAVEN 
Mathew 13:33-35; Luke 13:20,21 

To discover the secret message, follow the 
directions carefully. 

" 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

. ________ , 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 . 

28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 

43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 

56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 

Put the letter a in spaces 20,22 and 49. 
Put the letter b in spaces 23 and 52. 
Put the letter c in spaces 46 and 62. 

" 

Put the letter e in spaces 8,25,35 ,51,53,54,57 ,61 and 64. 
Put the letter g in space 41. 
Put the letter h in spaces 16,38,44,47 and 48 . 
Put the letter i in spaces 1,3,17,27,29,39 and 45. 
Put the letter k in space 56. 
Put the letter I in spaces 4,5,24,30 and 31. 
Put the letter m in spaces 10 and 12. 
Put the letter n in spaces 9,18,40 and 55. 
Put the letter o in spaces 6 and 13. 
Put the letter p in spaces 7,19 and 58. 
Put the letter r in spaces 21 ,36 and 63. 
Put the letter s in spaces 26,42 and 60 . 
Put the letter tin spaces 15,33,34,37,59 and 65. 
Put the letter u in spaces 14 and 32. 
Put the letter v in space 50. 
Put the letter w in spaces 2,28 and 43 . 
Put the letter y in space 11. 
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