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"Three Precious Gifts" 

T hree is a beautiful 
number. In olden times 
God revealed Himself 

in three ways to His people -
through Godly leaders like 
Abraham, Moses and Samuel. 
Then He gave His instructions 
through the ten Commandments, 
and later in the teachings of the 
prophets. 

After many years there came 
a wonderful star that had a unique 
and glorious mission. It was to 
shine over the manger in Bethle
hem and to illumine the place of 
the Holy birth of God's Son. 

You see, there had been only 
two aspects of God manifest to 
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His people up to this point. Those 
were as Father and as Holy Spirit. 
A third revelation was needed. 
Thus, His Son was born in Beth
lehem of Judea. 

Now we have three persons, 
but one God. What a full and 
glorious revelation that was of 
our Triune God to His people. 
The world desperately needed 
Jesus to come and save human 
beings from their sins. God's 
revelation was now complete, 
as complete as we humans could 
understand. In the gift of Jesus, 
God came down inside human 
beings so that now we can feel 
His gracious presence in our 

souls. 
Later after His birth, Jesus 

was given three gifts by the three 
wise men: gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. Thirty odd years later, 
Jesus was put to death and then 
was resurrected. It was then that 
He gave us, His people, three 
precious gifts. Not gold, frank
incense and myrrh, but some
thing much more valuable - the 
gifts of faith, hope and love. 

May these three precious 
gifts enrich and illumine your 
home and your hearts this Christ
mas season. 

The Rev. Alex Dobson 



From the Editor's Desk 

K evin and I have been par
ents for a little over three 
years now. It would be an 

_understatement to say our lives have 
changed! I find one of the most chal
lenging aspects to Christian parent
hood, though, is addressing the inno
cent yet profound questions our chil
dren pose. 

I've talked a lot to Trevor about 
Jesus, his very special friend and 
Lord, and in the process have had to 
answer many questions about why 
we can't see him and where he is. A 
child understandably has a hard time 
with the concept of "seeing with our 
heart" and some of the other ab
stracts we adults use. On a few occa
sions Trevor expressed concern about 

where Jesus was going to sit in the 
car, when all the seats were full. 
(Jesus doesn't need a seat belt?) 

So I shouldn't have been sur
prised recently when, while discuss
ing the reason we celebrate Christ
mas (Jesus' birthday), Trevor asked 
if we would get to see Jesus on his 
birthday. Answering a child' s ques
tions stretches one's understanding 
of one's faith. If we've gr.own up in 
the church, or spent a good part of 
our life in the church, we take a lot for 
granted. Things are the way they are, 
because they've always been that 
way. Do they necessarily "make 
sense"? Nope! One of my hesitations 
about sharing my faith with unbe
lievers has often been that I don't 
always know how to explain things. 
But I've also found that God helps 
me out in my helplessness, espe
cially when I ask him! Didn' t Jesus 
say to Paul, "My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made per
fect in weakness." (2 Cor. 12:9) So 
we may not always feel qualified to 

A Memorable Christmas Eve 

0 ne Christmas while sta
tioned in Germany, our fam
ily stayed at a ski chalet in a 

small town in the mountains of Aus
tria. For our three children, ages 9, 8, 
and 6, this was their first ski holiday. 
It was also their first Christmas away 
from a home environment. 

On Christmas Eve we skied all 
day and enjoyed the out-of-doors. 
Our three rosy-cheeked kids came to 
dinner that evening looking so healthy 
and happy. 

After dinner all the guests at the 
Inn (quite an international group) 
gathered around the huge ceiling-to
floornatural Christmas tree. The staff 
lit the candles on the tree and low
ered the lights. They asked many of 
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the children to participate in a Christ
mas Pageant. Some read passages 
from the Bible, and some told Christ
mas stories in their own language. A 
young girl played a carol on her flute, 
others sang and our two youngest 
sang "Rudolph The Red Nosed Rein
deer". There was a short singsong 
and then St. Nicholas arrived and 
handed out goodies to the children. 
Although there were many nationali
ties present, we seemed to be one big 
family enjoying and sharing Christ
mas together. 

The five of us went for a walk 
prior to tucking the children in bed. 
While walking, it started to snow, the 
biggest, softest flakes I had ever seen. 
It was such a beautiful sight, espe-

answer our children's questions, but 
I believe as we struggle to faithfully 
answer as best we can, God helps us 
to build the foundation of faith in our 
child'sheart.MaybebythetimeMeg
han starts asking questions I'll find 
the answers corning more easily! 

I just love the Christmas tradi
tions and the wonderful family times, 
but I'm trying to balance all of this 
with the "reason for the season" -
Jesus. Our children will have no trou
ble learning about Santa Claus and 
all the other commercial aspects of 
Christmas; Jesus faces stiff competi
tion at this time of year. Ifeel. it's up 
to us to make sure they hear a lot 
about Jesus, too. What a privilege 
and responsibility it is to be parents! 

I hope you enjoy this Christmas 
issue of People's Pulpit. Thanks to 
all who contributed articles! The next 
issue should be out late February. 

Kevin joins me in wishing all of 
you a Christmas filled with God' s 
blessings and the peace of Christ. 

Trish lrwin-Kitt 

cially on Christmas Eve. At mid
night the nearby church bells rang 
out. It was as though they were an
nouncing the birth of baby Jesus. 
Then a quartet (violins and trumpet) 
played "Silent Night, Holy Night" 
from the village square. I felt so 
moved by the spirit of Christmas that 
evening. 

Joan Thorneycroft 
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Share the Joy 
of Christmas Worship 

at St. Thomas 
Sunday, December 22 - Advent 4 

8:30 am Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am Service of Lessons & carols 

Tuesday, December 24- Christmas Eve 
4:00pm Family Service with the Blessing of 
the Creche, Carol Singing and Holy Eucharist 

7:30 pm Sung Eucharist with Carols 
10:00 pm Sung Eucharist with Carols 

Wednesday, December 25, Christmas Day 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, December 29 
8:30 am Holy Eucharist 

10:00 am Holy Eucharist with Carol Requests 
We say "thank you" to The Rev'd Alex Dobson 

Sunday, January 5 , 1997 
8:30 am Holy Eucharist 

10:00 am Epiphany Service and Parish Lunch 
(The Rev'd Sally Gadd's 

first service at St. Thomas) 
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L ast spring a few members 
of our parish saw a need for 
a Pastoral Care Team to 

serve our Church community. 
Six of us decided to join, as a 

team, and take an interdenomina
tional training program affiliated 
with the Christian Council of the 
Capital Area. Through a ten-week 
program we received help in devel
oping our listening and caring skills. 
We learned how to help in a time of 
death and during the grieving proc
ess. We were also taught how to 
minister to the isolated, the de
pressed, the hospitalized and shut
ins. There was also a session on 

T he main purpose of your 
Worship and Liturgy Com
mittee is to work closely 

with the Rector and the congrega
tion to enhance the worship life of 
the parish. There is a very impor
tant link between the Worship and 
Liturgy Committee, other Parish 
groups and committees, and the 
Parish Council. These groups en
sure that the various activities that 
take place within services are coor
dinated and contribute to deepen
ing Christian faith through worship 
at our church services. 

The Worship and Liturgy Com-
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Pastoral Care Ministry 
ministry to families and to the aged. 
In short, we were trained to re
spond pastorally when a crisis 
arises. Emphasis was placed on the 
importance of maintaining confi
dentiality. 

This training was only the be
ginning. We are looking forward 
to ongoing training programs for 
further development in the minis
try of care. 

Here are some situations in 
which we may be of support: 
'i Bereavement 

parent, spouse, child, friend 
'i Job stress 
'i' Loss of a job 
'i Times of illness 

at home 
hospitalization 
illness of a child 
terminal illness 

'i AIDS 
'i Peer pressure 
'i Family decisions 

mittee is comprised of a small core 
group who are anxious to receive 
comments and suggestions about 
the worship life of the parish from 
members uf the parish. Meeting 
dates are announced in the parish 
bulletin and are open to all parish 
members- you are welcome to at
tend! If you wish to receive more 
information on the activities of the 
Worship and Liturgy Committee, 
have any suggestions, or wish to 
discuss issues regarding worship 
and liturgy, please contact any of 
the committee members listed here. 
Your views are important: 

aging parent 
children & youth in difficulty 

'i Emotional instability 
'i Substance abuse 
'i Abusive relationships 
'i Situations of grief and distress 
'i Separation and divorce 
'i Burnout 
'i Confidential conversation 

If you have a pastoral care con
cern please contact a member of the 
team or the church office. 

The team members are: 
Margaret Stone, Joan Thorneycroft, 
Nona Steadman, Peggy Beckett, 
Robin Tilgner, Denise Torunski. 

We ask all of you to uphold us 
in your prayers and support us as 
we try to be 

A CARING TEAM . 
WITHIN 

A CARING CHURCH. 

Denise Torunski 

Alex Dobson, Priest in Charge 
(836-5741) 

Heather Kirk, Core Member 
(836-5453) 

Ken Kirk, Chairperson (836-
5453) 

Robin Tilgner, Core Member 
(831-2709) 

Denise Torunski, Core Mem
ber (836-5295) 

Margaret Stone, Core Member 
(836-4152) 

Roger Stone, Core Member 
(836-4152) 

Ken Kirk 
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The Rev. Sally Gadd unanimous choice 
of parish selection committee 

W e always knew that our 
new rector would be 
very different from our 

previous rector - and she is! 
Her name is the Reverend 

Sally Gadd and she was the unani
mous choice of our parish selec
tion committee. 

Sally is very enthusiastic 
about joining us at St. Thomas. 
Already she has attended last 
month's parish evensong and pot
luck dinner. 

Sally will start with us on 
January 1st, so her first service 
will be on Sunday, January 5th. 
Her husband, Dr. Ed Gadd, will 
also be joining us. They have two 
grown children, Jennifer and 
James. 

Sally received her degree in 
Theology from Saint Paul Uni
versity in Ottawa in 1988. She is 
a former Olympic athlete, a former 
museum biologist, and currently 
the rector of Shawville and re
gional dean of the Pontiac. 

There were quite a few candi
dates for this position. A Dioc
esan committee selected three of 
them for our parish to interview. 
So last month our parish commit
tee had the chance to meet with 
three extremely interesting peo-
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ple; two men and a woman. 
The successful candidate is 

someone who relates very well to 
people, who particularly enjoys 
music in worship, who is very 
good with both children and teen
agers, and who is kind and gentle, 
yet filled with seemingly bound
less energy, a self-confessed 
workaholic. 

For many of us at St. Thomas, 
this will be the first time we've 
had a woman priest. It will take a 
little time to get used to that idea, 
but of course it will take time to 
get used to anybody new. Sally 
has quite a lot of experience being 
the first woman, first at St. 
Matthias in Ottawa, then at St. 
Matthews in the Glebe, and more 
recently in Campbell's Bay and 
Shawville. 

Sally and Ed have a home in 
Nepean, about 20 minutes drive 
from here. However, during the 
past six years working in the 
Pontiac, Sally has been at home 
for only two days a week, spend
ing the rest of her time in the 
Shawville rectory. Now she is 
really looking forward to moving 
home, while getting to know our 
Stittsville community. 

Parish Council has approved 

a plan to rent out the rectory, just 
as it has been rented out in previ
ous years, before the Moultons 
moved into it. The rental revenues 
will in turn be used to pay a hous
ing allowance for our priest. Over 
the corning weeks, volunteers will 
be needed to assist with painting 
the rooms and doing a few fix
ups. 

The timing of this announce
ment means that the Rev' d Alex 
Dobson will continue as our priest
in-charge right until the end of the 
year, and he is now planning our 
Christmas Eve services. We want 
to thank him so much for every
thing he is doing for the parish 
during this transition period. We 
will plan to say a formal thank 
you to him for his work among us 
on his last Sunday, December 
29th. 

It is certainly going to take 
some time for Sally to get to know 
all of us and what we do here. It 
will also take us some time to get 
to know her. Over the next few 
weeks we should consider ways 
to make her feel very welcome 
when she arrives. 

Brian Smith 
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T he 1996 -1997 Sunday 
School year is well and 
truly under way. We are 

happy to announce that our enrol
ment was so high that we had to 
create another Sunday School class. 
Now we have the Tadpoles (2 & 3 
year-olds), the Little Fish (4 year
olds), the Crosses (5 year-old kin
dergarten level), the Lambs (grades 
1 & 2), the Church (grade 3), the 
Peace Doves (grade 4) and the Serv
ers(grades 5 & 6). All of the classes 
are working well but as ever we do 
need teachers, now more than ever. 
Since September we have covered 
two units of our curriculum and are 
working on the third, Breaking 
Through. If you would like to lend 
a hand downstairs in any capacity 
please keep these dates in mind: 
Unit 4 Encountering the Holy Jan. 
19 - Feb. 9; Unit 5 People of the 
Covenant Feb. 16- Mar. 23; Unit 6 
Into All the World Mar. 30 - May 
18. It is also nice to know who is 
willing to act as a supply teacher -
after all we're only human! 
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Report from 

Sunday School 

Parish Spirit is alive and well 
and living in our Sunday School!!! 
We are having a wonderful time 
week to week. We have just in
vested in a nice assortment of mu
sical instruments to enhance our 
music programme (watch out 
Don!). Our Outreach has been do
ing well with both our Foster Child 
and our monthly Food Bank Sun
days. We have had another suc
cessful Used Clothing and Toy 
Sale, the revenues from which were 
used to purchase twelve beautiful 
Bibles, which our older children 
can read without difficulty. It was 
with regret that we had to cancel 
our Stop and Shop. However, we 
do hope to offer this event again 
next year. 

On the social side of things we 
had a highly successful Hallow
e'en Party which was attended by 
everything from little furry animals 
to scary witches and aliens! Chil
dren and adults alike had a great 
time with crafts, bobbing for ap
ples, stories, games and a loot-filled 
piiiata, and a delicious snack (of 
course) . Thanks to everyone who 
made this event such a success, 
especially "Super Mom" Edna, 
Witch Gillian, Hawaiian Dave and 

/ 

the Story teller. 
As you read this you will no 

doubt be basking in the glow of 
your beautiful Advent Wreath, 
made last Sunday under the guid
ance of Edna Cooke. Thanks to all 
who provided materials, and to 
those who didn't participate ... you 
should have . . . what fun! Our 
Christmas Pageant will be taking 
place on Sunday December 15. 
This year it is all new (thanks to 
Lesley Andrews for the script and 
much more!) and promises to be a 
truly memorable event The chil
dren and youth are working hard so 
please support them by attending. 
There will be a Parish Luncheon 
after the service to wrap up this 
wonderful introduction to the sea
son of Advent. 

Finally, we wish to thank many 
of the 8.30 a.m. ladies for their 
terrific response to our cry for help. 
Thank you for cutting out all of 
those flannel board pieces; we hope 
to be using them early in the New 
Year. 

So from all of us below stairs 
.. . We wish You a Merry Christ
mas and a Happy New Year. 

God's Peace, 
Georgina Purchase 

Nativity Pageant 
December 15 

10:00 am service 
followed by 

Parish Luncheon 
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t began with a gentle invita
tion from William Pass
more, offering to sponsor 

me for the upcoming 68th men's 
Cursillo weekend. It is not without 
some purpose that I attend the 
doubting saint's parish, but all the 
questions I could think of were 
answered by William. In more ways 
than one, I was ready! William 
delivered me to the Grey Nun's 
convent in Orleans (limo service); 
I was warmly welcomed and my 
luggage and I were escorted to my 
private room (Bell service and no 
tipping!). A short time later all the 

F all has come and gone, 
Christmas is fast approach
ing and Cornerstone has 

been busy singing. We welcomed 
a new member, Peggy Beckett, to 
our fold. Peggy has been a great 
addition to "Cornerstone", adding 
her experience from singing with 
the Carleton Board Choristers to 
our group. We also want towel
come Don Purchase back-he was 
on sabbatical to the "Nortel Group". 
We missed you, Don! 
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~~T!)e tuag logt anb tg founbH 
Luke 15:24 

"It was an experience of a lifetime, 
an awakening and a discovery." 

men attending the weekend gath
ered together for introductions and 
a briefmg that outlined how our 
time together would be spent. 

We were a diverse group in 
ages, backgrounds and interests. 
Although we were all at different 
stations in our Christian walk, we 
all shared one thing - a desire to 
know more about our faith. And 
learn we did! The group's leaders 
and enablers presented a variety of 
topics that led to discussion and 
thought in our groups, in which we 
all shared. 

Although the weekend cer
tainly wasn't a retreat, we did have 
free time to relax and reflect. Our 
meals were wonderful - all pre-

And in the news .. . We per
formed for the inmates (minimum 
security) at the Ottawa Detention 
Centre at the beginning of Novem
ber. This was our third perform
ance at the Detention Centre and 
we feel it is as uplifting for us as it 
is for the inmates. This time we had 
sheet music available to encourage 
them to sing along, which they did 
with enthusiasm! The men really 
enjoy a few hours away from their 
cells and, hopefully, away from 
their cares and troubles. We can 
perhaps be a witness to them of the 
love and hope that Christ can offer. 
We have an up-coming Christmas 
concert at Lynnwood Seniors Resi-

pared for us by the good Sisters of 
the convent. Food was plentiful, as 
was the fun. I never laughed, ate 
and sang so much, not did I think 
and reflect so much as our time 
progressed from Thursday evening 
through Sunday. 

It was an experience of a life
time, an awakening and a discov
ery. Surrounded as I was by 36 
other men, it was a time just for me. 
It made a profound impact - it was 
a grounding, it was astounding! 

I thank God for the. great op
portunity he gave to me. 

Des Col ores! 

Bruce Kerr 

dence December 18. The seniors 
are equally appreciative of us com
ing out and singing traditional Car
ols. 

Speaking about appreciative . . 
. we appreciate the opportunity to 
sing twice a month now at St. Tho
mas with songs before the service 
and during Offertory and Commun
ion. We are noticing more people 
singing along with us, which is 
very encouraging. Please keep it 
up! 

May you and yours have a won
derful Christmas. 

Don Double 
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Pot Luck Supper to 
Welcome Newcomers 

About 125 people came to sup
per at our church on Sunday 24th 
November, including the Rev. Sally 
Gadd and her husband, Ted. There 
was also a very good turn out for 
Evensong and the Slides of The 
Holy Land, presented by the Rev. 
Alex Dobson. 

I realised I was to be Master of 
Ceremonies about 3 hours before 
the event, when I was in the middle 
offrosting cup cakes, making mince 
and dumplings, and mashing pota
toes. So I hope this is a good excuse 
for "fluffing" my lines. I'm so glad 
you all had a good sense of humour, 
because you certainly needed it with 
measM.C. 

When we asked everyone to 
take their seats we realised we were 
15- 20 places short! So we had to 
haul out more tables and chairs. 
The food looked and smelled deli
cious and after only two-thirds of 
the gathering had served them
selves, we were-concerned thatthere 
was not going to be enough. But I 
believe we just made it. 

After eating, we opened up the 
church school main room and set 
out some building blocks, cars, and 
colouring pictures to entertain the 
little guys. It was lovely in there; it 
felt as relaxed as someone's living 
room, with moms and dads chat
ting over coffee. Even the 2 & 3 
year-olds were cooperating with 
each other. In fact the whole evening 
was pervaded by genuine feelings 
of friendship and pleasure in each 
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other's company. Everywhere I 
looked there were smiles , and 
laughter could be heard here and 
there throughout the evening. De
spite our worries, everything 
worked out just fme. -

I'd like to take this opportunity 
to thank all those people who helped 
make it such a resounding success: 
Pete & Denise Torunski who I could 
not have done without, Linda 
Banister for the posters, AI & Non 
Roffey for their amazing energy, 
Christine Ritchie, Margaret Stone 
and the wide crew who heated up 
and presented the food, Robin 
Tilgner, The Passmores, Marjorie 
Whalen, Ken Kink, Don & Geor
gina Purchase who washed every
thing in sight, little Adam and Sam 
Purchase who dried everything in 
sight, and thank you to all the help
ers who I have not mentioned. God 
Bless you. You made it all come 
together. 

Square Dance 
On Saturday night November 

30th there is to be a Square dance. 
Sylvi Dawes is organising this with 
the help ofBarbaraBottriell, Sandy 
Double, Liz Norris-Gervais and 
myself. The telephone committee 
were so good as to inform parish
ioners of this event, so thanks go to 
them. There will be a professional 
caller to tell everyone when to 
"swing your partner, do-si-do", etc. 
We shall also be serving light re
freshments and punch as I've heard 
you can work up quite a thirst as 
you dance about (or even as you 
just sit and chat). By all accounts 

Outreach 
Update -

this promises to be a fun night and 
we hope to establish the November 
Square Dance as an annual tradi
tion. Y ee-ha! 

Christmas Gift Baskets 
Peggy Beckett,NonaSteadman 

and I have planned a Basket-Filling 
evening of coffee, mince-pies, and 
good Christmas cheer to go ahead 
on Wednesday evening, 11th De
cember. We have compiled a list of 
a dozen or so names of people to 
give the baskets to, to say "Thank 
you for your contribution and work" 
or "we are thinking of you", or just 
"Merry Christmas". Anyone is 
welcome to come along on the night. 
Please bring something nice to put 
in the baskets, and maybe some
thing to decorate them with, too. 
Venue and time to be confirmed so 

-please call Peggy, Nona, or myself 
nearer to the date. 

Craft Evenings 
Christine Ritchie is getting 

some people together on Wednes
day evenings throughout Decem
ber to do some really lovely Christ
mas crafts. Please give Christine a 
call to fmd out more details as it 
sounds great. 

Centre 454 Christmas 
Party Appeal 

On Sunday 24th November at 
the 10 am Service I made a plea for 
help for small unwrapped children's 
gifts for the Centre 454 Christmas 
Party Appeal. I had also telephoned 
Phyllis Lumsden, ACW link. By 8 
pm that very night I had a bag filled 
with hand-knitted mittens in won
derful colours fromACW member, 

continued .. . 11 • 
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Outreach continued 

~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ..-..v..- ....,._"_. .-..v..- .-..v..- .-..v..- .-..v..- .-..v..- ......._" ... 
Mary Young, and an assortment of 
great toys and books from Susan 
Clow and Margaret Stone. Credit 
where it's due, girls. Also three 
people have offered their personal 
services to help out at the party. 

I was beginning to worry that I 
was asking for too much, too often. 
But I've come to the conclusion 
that I am only the facilitator and 
catalyst. There are a great many 
people in our congregation who 
would like to do something for the 
poor and needy, if only they knew 
what, when and where. I see a good 
part of my job as providing visibil
ity for these opportunities. 

Ceilidh 
Keldine FitzGerald has come to me 
with an idea for a Ceilidh or Bums 
Supper around the beginning of 
February, 1997. We'd have a real 
Haggis! More on this in the New 
Year. 

Refugee Update 
The Bishop has signed our ap

plication form and it is now in the 
hands oflmmigration Canada. Now 
we wait for them to work through 
all their 'red tape'. We have been 
informed that we could receive our 
family any time from 6 weeks to 6 

Jobs.' 

months from now. We are really 
looking forward to their arrival and 
each meeting of the Kanata/Stitts
ville Refugee Sponsorship Group 
brings more exciting news. We now 
know their names: The surname is 
Wahaj. The father is Mirza Mo
hammed, 42 years. The mother is 
Masuda Najafle, 37 years. They 
have a daughter Ellaha, 12 years, a 
son Mustapha, 8 years and a son 
Muzghan, 5 years. 

We have begun collecting 
things to set up a home for them. 
We are still desperate for some 
items. We will accept clean, good 
condition items that will help make 
their house into a home, such as: 
floor rugs, chair throws, scatter 
cushions, curtains, an electric ket
tle, bath and hand towels, etc. We 
are particularly asking for bedding: 
e.g. machine washable duvets - 3 
single bed size and 1 double bed 
size. With Christmas approaching 
it would be wonderful to receive 
gifts of new pillows, pillowcases, 
and sheets. 

Just imagine that you have left 
the nightmare behind you and have 
flown literally half way around the 
world. Mter the bustle, stress and 

These jobs at the church need 
doing. Volunteers, please contact 
Pete Torunski 836-5295. 
tl' install shelves 

~~5=~QJ~:::=:.. tl' add legs to two tables for Sun-

People's Pulpit 

day School use 
tl' attach coat hooks to a base

ment wall 
tl' plane one door to allow it to 

close 
tl' fix ceiling light wiring 

excitement at the airport you fmd 
yourselves alone at last in a modest 
little house- yournew home. Peace 
. . . You tuck your children into 
fresh, clean beds and they rest their 
heads on lovely new pillows, per
haps for the first time in their lives. 
Then as you climb into your own 
bed you say; with tears in your 
eyes, "Thank you God, Oh! Thank 
you so very much. " 

The churches involved in this 
project are: St. Paul's Anglican, 
Glen Cairn United, Stittsville 
United, Trinity Presbyterian, St. 
Thomas's Anglican and St. John's 
Anglican. 

This concludes my report for 
this month. All that remains is for 
me to say thank you, everyone, for 
your help and support in my very 
first year on a parish council. Spe
cial thanks must go to the Outreach 
Committee who have worked be
side me: Mary Passmore, Sylvi 
Dawes, Diane Faucon, Zonyia 
Hutchison, Joan Dwyer, and Bar
bara Bottriell. I wish you all a peace
ful and joyful Christmas. 

Gillian Mattock, 
Your friendly neighbourhood 

Outreach Rep & Deputy Warden 

Property Committee 
Chairperson Needed 

Because of unforeseen work 
travel, Bill Steadman has resigned 
as Property Committee Chairper
son. Parish Council is looking for 
an immediate replacement. No ex
perience necessary- you'll have a 
committee of 8 willing, enthusias
tic superpeople who know every
thing (well, almost!). Whoever 
wants the job should talk with Brian 
Smith or Margaret Stone. 
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W e've had a busy autumn 
for our ACW. Meetings 
in September, October 

and November have been attended 
by over 25 members each time! 

Four afghans were presented 
over the summer to the Chemobyl 
visitors and one to the Moulton fam
ily . Our September get-together 

viewed a very interesting 'slide pres
entation by Alex Dobson taken when 
he and Hilda visited the Holy Land. 
Several ladies attended the Deanery 
Day in October at St. James Church, 
Manotick. Our October meeting was 
spent discussing the annual bazaar, 
which was subsequently cancelled. 

The ACW has voted to spend 
$200 on warm clothing, purchased 
by Molly Edwards, to go to men at 
Centre 454. Fred Neal, our Diocesan 
Archivist, spoke to us in November 
about the historical work of the ar-

On Being Willing for the Lord 

I discovered an interesting truth 
recently. I think I knew it all 
along really, but it was brought 

home to me afresh. And as Christmas 
approaches, I thought I would share 
it with you. It is this: The more you 
know, the more you find there is to 
know! The longer I walk with Jesus 
by faith through life's ups and downs, 
the more I find there is to discover 
and experience. This thread runs 
through the following experiences. 

Recently, while working on an 
assignment for a course I am taking, 
my "group" and I had put together 
what we thought was a good presen
tation, only to discover when we 
pooled our resources, that we had 
really only scratched the surface of 
the topic. Yes, we each had a lot of 
information, but we discovered there 
was even more we hadn't covered
untapped knowledge and interesting 
facts yet to be included. It occurred to 
me that this is so much a parallel of 
our Christian f~ith walk. 

As some of you know, Comer
stone recently sang to a group of 
prisoners at the Detention Centre . It 

Page 12 

was our third visit, and each time·we 
go gets a little easier. We felt very 
much welcomed, the men (some of 
whom we remembered from before) 
sang gustily, and we were able to 
share our faith with them. It was a 
real privilege, an opportunity God 
provided for us. We don't have to be 
"perfect" in what we do for the Lord, 
but we do have to be willing, and it 
does have to come from our hearts. I 
believe God will lead us all on to new 
and interesting ways to serve him, if 
we are willing. 

I've been thinking a lot about 
Moses recently. You'll find him in 
the book ofExodus -it makes ri vetting 
reading! (But use a modem transla
tion!) God used him, despite all his 
goofs, in powerful ways. He was the 
baby in the bulrushes, so God' s hand 
was on him from the start. However, 
when he grew up he really blew it; he 
actually killed a man and had to run 
for his life. In the desert God led him 
to a man called Jethro, a priest. Mo
ses eventually married his da ghter 
and God used those desert years to 
prepare him for his next exciting task 

chives section, requesting any and 
all records from parishes which may 
be relevant (let them decide). 

Looking ahead, a Pot Luck 
Luncheon will be held at the home 
of Bev Cutts in December, showing 
the video of the Diocesan Centennial 
Service at the Corel Centre. January 
will see the election of officers for 
the new year, along with afghan 
workshops during January and Feb
ruary. 

Peggy Beckett 

- to lead the children of Israel out of 
occupied Egypt. Remember the bum
ingbush?RememberMoses' doubts? 
He said he couldn't speak very well, 
so God sent him Aaron, his sidekick. 
Together those two, with God's help, 
eventually not only led the Israelites 
out of Egypt and safely across the 
Red Sea, but Moses met with God on 
a mountain top and received the ten 
commandments. He also received the 
assurance of a home in the "prom
ised land" under a new leader. Wow! 
What a life! He wasn't perfect, but 
he was willing to walk step-by-step 
with God. 

May we all re-discover this 
Christmas, the joy of the Christ -child, 
and walk with him where ever he 
may lead, through 1997. 

Mary Passmore 
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The St. Thomas 
Welcome Mat 

The Parish of Saint Thomas 
wishes to extend a warm welcome 
to these recent additions to our 
church family. On the first oppor
tunity available please offer them a 
special welcome! 

Barbara & Harris Cooper, 
12 Red Oaks Trail, 

Stittsville 
K2S1E2 
831-7566 

Barbara and Harris and their 
daughter, Karena joined St. Tho
mas this Fall. Barbara is a home
maker and Harris is employed as an 
accountant with a Stittsville com
pany. Barbara's hobbies and inter
ests include, cooking, reading, knit
ting and gardening. 

David and Robin Hein, 
5 Whisperwood, 
Munster Hamlet 

KOA3PO 
838-3519 

The Heins joined our church 
family in September. They are 
pleased to be members of our com
munity and their children are par
ticularly happy with the Sunday 
School activities. They lived in 
Munster Hamlet for the past four 
years. 

David is a LAN administrator 
with the Insurance Branch of Hu
man Resources Deve lopment 
Canada, whilst Robin is busy in the 
home with their two children -
Kelly,4-1/2andJason,2-112. David 
mentioned they are a full time job 
in themselves! Robin enjoys writ
ing and David is interested in sports, 
both as a participant and also a 
speCtator. 

Sue Blackball, 
7 Pine Bluff Trail, 

Stittsville. 
K2S lEI 
831-1646 

Sue, a teacher at the Stittsville 
Co-op Nursery School, joined our 
parish in September. She had at
tended St. Paul's Hazel dean for the 
previous 18 years. Sue's husband, 
Keith is employed at Newbridge in 
Kanata and they have two daugh-

St. Thomas Welcomes 
a New Arrival! 

People's Pulpit 

Ray Donald Hewitt 
born June 18, 1996 

to Lisa and Brian Hewitt 
baby brother to Shelbey 

ters, Elizabeth, 11 and Sarah, 7. Both 
children are currently enjoying the 
Sunday School programs. Sue's 
hobbies include all kinds of sewing 
and, of course, her family. 

Sue and her family are delighted 
to be a part of our church family 
and would be delighted to be useful 
wherever needed. 

Arlene and John Hamilton, 
6 Matilda Gate, R.R. # 1, 

Richmond. 
KOA2ZO 
838-8338 

The Hamiltons have been at
tending services with us for about a 
year. John is a government worker 
and Arlene is a nurse in an Oral 
Surgeon's office. They have three 
boys: Stace, Travis and Evan who 
are eighteen, sixteen and twelve 
years respectively. Arlene is very 
busy with her family and admits 
that her main interest these days is 
attending to family needs. 

We bid you all welcome and 
trust you will enjoy being a part of 
our parish community. 

Ann K. Piche 

Missing!! 
Three 5-foot brown tables from 
the Church. These; were pur
chased by the ACW recently. If 
anyone knows who might have 
taken them, please advise the 
churchwardens. We would like 
them returned, no questions asked. 
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We're on Sound Footing 

W e'd talked about a pub
lic address system at the 
church for a long time 

and had been raising funds for a 
few years. Finally, thanks to a 
generous grant from the ACW, we 
purchased the new sound system 
this summer. 

Once we started to play with it, 
we quickly concluded that our origi
nal idea of self-operation was not 
practical. Could you just imagine 
the scene: someone whispers to the 
priest during the Peace that he/she 
is about to leave his/her spouse and 
needed to talk to the priest after the 
service, and the priest's wireless 
microphone broadcasts that to the 

We've changed the alarm pro
cedure by introducing a new pass
word. If you have a key to the 
church and have not received a 
briefing, see Pete Torunski before 
you use your key again. 

The Property Committee 
toured the church recently, with a 
view to throwing out accumulated 
junk. Here's your chance to make 
your views known before we turf. 
Anyone with information on the 
origination or desirability of the 
following please give answers to 

whole congregation! We needed to 
have someone ride the controls. 

Most of the sidespeople and 
greeters have volunteered to oper
ate the system during the second 
Sunday service. We trained them 
on the system and started using it in 
September. 

There are microphones at the 
pulpit and the lectern. There's also 
a movable mike on a stand and two 
wireless microphones which the 
priest and Cornerstone normally 
use. 

We have a cassette player/re
corder hooked up to the system. 
The input volume of all these de
vices is controlled by a mixer. The 

output goes to the two speakers in 
the sanctuary. Also, there are speak
ers with adjustable volumes in the 
front foyer, in the Church Hall and 
in the nursery. 

If ever we want PA facilities in 
the Church Hall, we can use the 
wireless mikes, but the sound vol
umes will have to be set in the 
control room upstairs. 

So there it is. What we need 
now are your comments and sug
gestions. Is this system adequate? 
Or should we look at additional 
equipment for the hard of hearing? 
Please let the wardens know. 

Pete Torunski 

Calling Key People! 
Because of the increasing 

number of false alarms in the church 
security system, we' ve been told 
that in the future, it will cost us 
$200 each time the OPP responds 
to a false alarm. 

Most false alarms were caused 
because people entering the un
armed building did not announce 
their presence to the person who 
disarmed it, who later set the alarm 
and departed. The newcomer then 

Junk to Disapp ear 
Pete Torunski. If we don't get 
answers by the end of December, 
we will dispose of these items. 

1- Expandible child's passage 
barrier/gate now in the upstairs 
cloakroom. 

2 - Cork board against the west 
church hall wall, near the steps to 

set off the motion detector, and 
sirens wailed! 

If you set off the alarm acci
dentally, enter your four-digit code, 
go to the kitchen or office phone, 
wait 30 seconds (the beeping alarm 
is still using the phone system), 
then phone Time Alarm Systems 
(725-1321) immediately and give 
them your name . and your code 
word. 

Pete Torunski 

the old basement. 
3- Boxes of blue divider cur

tains left over from the old base
ment. 

4 - The religious books on the 
book shelves in the old basement 
Sunday School area and in the 
Council room. 

Wanted: Leftover 3/4" plywood 14" wide for church shelving. Contact Pete (836-5295). 

Page 14 People's Pulpit 



• 

B y popular demand, here is 
the text of a presentation I 
made to Parish Council in 

Jurie, 1996. 
In preparation for the Diocese 

Centennial celebration, our choir 
went to a massed choir practice at 
St. Stephen's Church. Because I 
arrived early, I had the time to ex
plore the church and to examine 
how it operated. I found that they 
had numerous bulletin boards just 
"filled with life" about parish 
activities. 

The next day at the Corel Cen
tre, I sat with the combined choir at 
the end of the stadium. From that 
vantage point, I could see almost 

Parish Spirit 

everyone who was there. Up there 
on the left were groups of people all 
in red sweaters. Further on was a 
group of people all waving the same 
banners. There on the right were 
other excited, boisterous groups 
dressed alike or waving banners. 

Then it hit me: here were ex
amples of REAL PARISH 
SPIRIT. 

Let's try an experiment. Try to 
remember the date of the last parish 
lunch, parish supper, meet & greet, 
sandwich Sunday, or pot luck meal 
(not including the annual BBQ or 
Spaghetti Supper). 

It's difficult, isn't it. I'll bet 
that nobody here can do it. And 
therein lies the real shame. 

Perhaps we should find out 
what the de-motivators are. What 
turns people off? Answers to this 
question can provide clues to what 
we can do to eliminate or reduce 

the negative factors. 
But this is just a start. Would it 

be possible to get more information 
disseminated sooner? Would a big
ger bulletin board help? More bul
letin boards? Increased frequency 
of People's Pulpit? Other methods 
of communication? More get
togethers? How much effort is 
required to have a sandwich-Sun
day? 

More and better communica
tion will result in better spirit. Bet
ter spirit will result in better attend
ance, which in tum will lead to 
increased offerings, more partici
pants and volunteers in parish func
tions, etc. 

The possibilities are there. If 
you agree that there is a problem, 
let's do something about it! Are we 
going to rise to the challenge? 

Pete Torunski 

Parishioners wishing to have flowers in the sanctuary during Advent and/ 
or at the Christmas Services, please sign the flower calendar in the Narthex 
and fill out the card in the envelope beside the calendar. Make your cheque 
payable to the Altar Guild and place the envelope in the offertory plate. If 
there are any questions, please contact Joan Thomeycroft at 836-6384. 

BBQa 
Sell-Out 
Again! 

People' s Pulpit 

Once again, there were no lefto
vers after the annual Chicken BBQ 
on 7 September. The excellent taste 
of the chicken satisfied literally hun
dreds of customers. The pies and 
cole slaw which you contributed to 
the event were simply delicious! 

The weather was excellent and, 
unfortunately, we had to turn away 
about 50 customers during the 
Villagefest portion of the BBQ to 

keep food available for those who 
bought tickets to the Parish Supper. 

As a result of the efforts of the 
cooks, service crew, clean-up crew, 
pie crew, ticket coordinator (Sue 
Chapman) and the many people 
who donated pies and cole slaw, we 
raised over $1400 from this BBQ. 

A hearty "thanks" to all of you 
who helped. 

Pete Torunski 
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STEWARDSHIP 

0 ur parish is having a difficult 
year financially, as we head 
into December. Most of us 

need to take a little time to re-evaluate 
our financial support of the church. 

So far this year there hasn't been a 
financial mailing to parishioners. The 
only general reminder was an article 
that Ross wrotefor the June issue of the 
People's Pulpit. 

However, our financial contribu
tions to the parish have fallen behind 
the level of last year, causing another 
delay in the parish's loan payment to 
the diocese. So as you read this, a 
financial appeal is being mailed to all 
parishioners. 

It asks us all to consider six ques
tions: 
1. Have I done the calculation to set 

L ookee here - I found this in the 
Stittsville United Church 1995 
Annual Report. 

The Stittsville United Church 
Women embarked on a fund-raising 
programme last year. The program was 
set up by Loblaws Supermarkets Ltd. 
to assist churches and other non-profit 
organizations to raise funds for vari
ous programs. 

To date, the program has been 
very successful. In nine months, they 
raised $6,425!! 

All you have to do is buy your 
groceries with Loblaws Gift Certifi
cates. Here's how it works: 

The UCW makes an initial pur
chase of Lob laws Gift Certificates (for 
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Financial Update 
aside a portion of my family income 
(whether it's 1%, 3% or 5%) to help 
support my church? 
2. Am I contributing a reasonable share 
in support of my church, along with 
other parishioners? 
3. Have I considered the important 
work my church does in providing 
ministry to people, Sunday services, 
counselling, preparation for marriage 
and baptism, Christian education and 
outreach? 
4. Do I consider my church to be my 
most important charitable contribution, 
eligible for a tax receipt? 
5. Should I think about the Biblical 
lessons of sharing the blessings I've 
received, to help God's work through 
my church? 
6. Can we put the church back on a firm 
financial footing for the end of 1996, to 
get ready for the arrival of our new 
priest? 

With all of that in mind, a few 

parishioners can rightly conclude that 
they'd offered their fair share to the 
church in 1996, through weekly or 
monthly givings. Well done! But many 
of us have not given it much thought. 
We've either fallen behind or neglected 
to support the parish at all. 

We still have the month of De
cember to catch up. However, playing 
catch up means writing one larger 
cheque, instead of spacing smaller con
tributions over the entire year. Perhaps 
after getting caught up for 1996, we 
can make a resolution to contribute 
weekly or monthly in 1997. It's a lot 
easier for budgeting, both for ourselves 
and for the parish. 

In the meantime, let's all consider 
the six questions above, to remind our
selves why it's soimportanttocontrib
ute to our church. 

Brian Smith 

"Easiest Fund-Raising 
Project" 

up for grabs 

example $1 0,000.00) and Lob laws pays 
an extra 4% on that $10,000, giving a 
total of$10,400in Lob laws gift certifi
cates. 

The UCW then sells the certifi
cates to church members, family, 
friends and neighbours at their face 
value. For example, $100 in cash or 
cheques buys $100 in certificates which 
can be used like cash when you shop at 
any Loblaws store or Bradley's Your 
Independent Grocer. When the pur
chase is less than the amount of certifi
cates used, change is given in cash. 

Certificates are available each 
Sunday after worship, and during the 
week from several parishioners. 

In the words of the Stittsville 

United Church, "This program is one 
of the most effective and easiest fund
raising projects the UCW has under
taken." Friends of mine at St. Paul's 
United Church in Carp tell me that they 
also are earning a mint with this ven
ture. 

I passed this information to our 
own ACW to look at, but they don't 
feel they can take on this responsibil
ity. Besides, this should be a parish 
project, independent from any one 
group. So, do we have anyone else in 
this parish who can organize this?? If 
so, talk to one of the wardens. 

Pete Torunski 
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Holy Baptism 
"The water of baptism . . . in it 

we are buried with Christ in His 
death, share in His resurrection, 

and are reborn by the 
Holy Spirit." 

September 15, 1996 

Daniel Mark Andrews 
son of 

Mark and Gisele Andrews 
sponsors 

Paul and Alana Andrews 

Michael Daniel Andrews 
son of 

Mark and Gisele Andrews 
sponsors 

Paul and Alana Andrews 

Karena Therese Cooper 
daughter of 

Harris & Barbara Cooper 
sponsors 

Paul and Jeanie Conway 

Spencer Victor George 
Franklyn 

son of 
Victor & Stephanie Franklyn 

sponsors 
Walton & Heather Hill 

Tamara Brooke Martin 
daughter of 

Reg and Bev Martin 
sponsors 

Mark & Joanne Neville 
Barb Sweet 
Roy Hayes 

November 3, 1996 

Ray Donald Hewitt 
son of 

Brian and Lisa Hewitt 
sponsors 

Jim and Mary Wiltsie 

Gavin Richard Maludzinski 
son of 

Richard & Kirsten Maludzinski 
sponsors 

Richard & Kirsten Maludzinski 

Marriage 
" ... bound together in these 

Holy mysteries, become one in 
heart and soul. " 

Mark Allan Smith 
and 

Catherine Michelle Ranton 
October 26, 1996 

Holy Burial 
"Increase our faith, deepen our 
hope, and confirm us in your 

eternal love. " 

Anne Seabrook 
August 25, 1996 

Remembering 130 Years 

People's Pulpit 

St. Thomas' was founded in 
1866 as a daughter church of St. 
John's in Richmond, and conse
crated in 1873. The original church 
was built at what is now Stanley 
Corners just south of Stittsville, 
where the church cemetery is still 
located. The building burned in 
1964, and was replaced in 1969 on 
its new site in Stittsville. It became 
a one-point parish in 1987. The 

~Lost! ~ 

building was enlarged in 1990, gi v
ing us a beautiful modern church 
with attached office and council 
rooms -one of the landmark's of 
the village. As we reflect on the last 
130 years may we remember in our 
hearts and give thanks through our 
prayers for all of those who had the 
insight and devotion to establish 
and build St. Thomas'. 

Ken Kirk 

Can anyone tell Pete Torunski where the programmable thermostat (installed in the 
old church) donated by John Knowles ended up? Call him at 836-5295! 

Page 17 



_C Financial 

oncel?!urftles _____ _ 
Holland Cross 
I I Holland Avenue. Suite 7 I 5 
Ottawa. Ontario K I Y 4 S I 
Telephone (6 13) 761-7455 
Telefax (613) 761-7456 

Bruce Kerr, B.A., c.F.P. 

FEED & SEED (1982) LTD. 

6001 Hazeldean Road 
Stittsville, Ontario 
KOA 3GO Office: 836-6880 

' ThANSAMERICA I LIFE COMPANIES 

FOR THE BEST 
IN MANAGEMENT TRAINING 

MORLEY E. PAGET 
Insurance Broker 

(613) 592-7689 

Supervisory Principles & Practices 
Train the Trainer 

Life, Disability and Group Insurance, RASP'S, RRIF'S 
Harassment Awareness & Management 

Time & Stress Management 

STEPHENS AUTO WRECKERS 

WE BUY WRECKS 
We pick up complete cars free 

Used Auto Parts ·~ Lot 20, Concession 10, 
Stittsville, Ontario Training, Documentation and Quality Assurance 

BOOSTING & TOWING 

Bus: 836-2442 
Res: 836-5990 Prop. Norm Stephens 

Peter A. Torunski 
President 

(613) 836-5295 

Compliments of 

Pet Food Plus 
14 locations to serve you 

Kanata store located in 
Van Leeuwen Centre 

(next to LOEB's) 
831-0556 

120 Elm Oescent 
Stittsvile. Ontcrio 

1<25 lPl 

- .~.....,_:----------------------------------....l 
Page 18 People's Pulpit 



'IHOMAS CONSTRUCTION 
• Repairs • Custom Cabinets 
• Renovations • Bathrooms 
• Additions • Mouldings 
• Rec Rooms • Decks 

• Professional Workmanship of the Highest Quality • 

JOHN THOMAS 
Licensed Carpenter (613) 836-1457 

D.C.G. ENTERPRISES 

DON C. GILLEN AMWAY DISTRIBUTOR 

12 MEADOWMIST COURT 
STITTSVILLE, ONT ARlO K2S 1 89 

(613) 836-2229 

~AVON~ 
Save time for your family and friends 

Shop AVON! 
Gifts, skin care, fashions and more! 

Call me for the latest brochure 

Leah Thomas 836-1457 

· ~~t inde~ndent \}~_..~-- ~~~~HDIPfNOINf oaocr• 

BRADLEY'S 
11YOUR INDEPENDENT GROCER" 

Full Service Supermarket 
Deli- Fresh Meat- Floral 

Bakery - Produce - No Name 
and President's Choice Products 

Stittsville Shopping Centre 
(613) 831-3123 

1300 Main Street 

STORE HOURS 
MON-SAT8am-9pm,SUN10am-5pm 

People's Pulpit 

l)(f,[dine :Fitz(jera[d 
Freelance Writer 

(Including Technical Writing) 

Res. (613) 836-3970 Off. (819) 953·3498 
~ 2 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

~ ft ~~· 
"'~~- ~~"\ ..... -• •. o~ 

ft ': ...._o~ ''Meeting the Promotional 
;9;-0~F Needs of your Business 

• ~ or Organization" 
'\. ~· 

~· 

Cost >m printed pens, magnets, 
murs, t-shirts, caps, binders
an:rthing a logo can go on! 

Trish Irwin-Kitt 
Tel; (613) 831-7047 

Fax:(613) 831-7048 

ONTARIO AND CANADA LAND SURVEYOR 

PAUL A. RIDDELL, O.L.S., C.L.S. 

5 - 77 ~uriga Dr. 
(Ride< u Heights Business Park) 
Nepea 1, ON K2E 7Z7 
Tel: (•,13) 225-8513 
Fax: (t 13) 225-9816 

P.O. Box 721 
Stittsville, ON K2S 1A9 

Tel: t(;l3) 836-2392 

Gerry Kroll 
Computer Consulting 

Basic to Advanced 

(613) 836·3970 
32 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

Bradley's Insurance Ltd. 

Ross Kennedy 
Agent 

Life Insurance, Disability Insurance 
R.R.S.P.'s, Travellers Insurance, Mutual Funds 

14t9 Main Street 
Stittsville, ON 
K2) 1B3 

Tel.: (613) 836-2473 
Fax: (613) 831-1672 

Direct Line: (613) 836-1759 Ext. 229 
Home: (613) 836-3193 
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