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v 
St. Thomas tile Apostle An~lican Church P.O. Box /{)6-1, /6/9 Main St., Stitt.n•il/e, Ontario K2S I B2 

Rector The Rev'd Sally Gadd 836-5741 (office) 
836-7272 (home) 

Honorary Assistant The Rev ' d Alex Dobson 820-1580 
Layreader Robin Tilgner 831-2709 
Assistant Curate The Rev'd Andrea Thomas 237-7000-489-2876 
Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary Elizabeth Norris-Gervais 836-5741 
Caretaking Brent & Art Read 836-3687 
Organist Don Gillen 836-2229 
Members of Parish Council 
Rector's Warden Tom Sandor 831 -7269 
People' s Warden Robin Tilgner 831-2709 
Deputy Warden Elizabeth Norris-Gervais 836-4584 
Deputy Warden & Council Chair Ken Kirk 836-5453 
ACWLink Doreen Bell 836-1983 
Church School Link Georgina Purchase 836-4073 
Member at Large Brenda Kerr 836-1684 
Member at Large Don Gillen 836-2229 
Members of Synod William Passmore 836-2876 

Robin & Sophie Tilgner 831-2709 
Synod Alternate Roger Stone 836-4152 
Property Chair Bob Stone 836-1154 
Treasurer Don Gillen 836-2229 
Outreach Link Bev Marshall 836-4644 
Altar Guild Link Nicola Swann 836-5283 
Convenors, Coordinators & Lay Leaders 
Altar Guild Co-Leader Hilda Gale 836-1535 
Anglican Church Men Contact Roger Stone 836-4152 
ACW President Barbara Swann 836-5283 
Card Secretary Elsie Standing 836-4495 
Cemetery Cmtee Chairperson Bert Smith 838-4085 
Cemetery Cmtee Secretaryffreasurer Gwelda O'Shaughnessy 599-7125 
Choir Director - Senior Peter Torunski 836-5295 
Church School Music Don Purchase 836-4073 
Church School Superffreasurer Georgina Purchase 836-4073 
Coffee Hour Convenor Elizabeth Norris-Gervais 836-4584 
Coordinator of Prayers & Readers ( 1 0:30) Shirley Sharkey 836-1400 
Coord of Prayers, Readers & Chalice (8:30) Ian Swann 836-5283 
Coord of Sidespersons/ Greeters Elsie Standing (8:30 am) 836-4495 
Coord of Sidespersons/ Greeters Gordon Marshall(10:30 am) 836-4644 
Cornerstone Co-Ordinator Mary Passmore 836-2876 
Hall Rental Contact Elizabeth Norris-Gervais 836-5741 

A J2A Coordinator Alain Tilgner 831-3353 
Nursery Kirsten Maludzinski 831-8523 

a Outreach Co-Chair Bev Marshall 836-4644 
Outreach Co-Chair Jeanette Findlay 836-5013 
People's Pulpit Editor Trish lrwin-Kitt 831-7107 

' 
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The Rector Writes 

B 
y the time you see this, 
the season of Advent 
will have arrived. It's a 

deep and wonderful season of 
anticipation. God is coming. Just 
a minute: God is coming? If I 
were to tell you that at 8 a.m. on 
Christmas Day God was going 
to knock on your door and come 
and visit you, what preparations 
would you make? Would you 
have your house redecorated? 
Would you go out and get some 
exotic coffee and goodies? What 
would you wear for the event? 
Would you have your hair cut/ 
done? Would you rush off to 
Saint Paul University and take a 
couple of theology courses? Or 
would you just arrange to be 
away that day? 

The thought of God coming 
to visit does make one think, 
doesn't it. Excitement and fear 
pop into my mind. Jesus pro
vokes a little less anxiety, be
cause at least he has shared our 
human experience, and I feel as 
ifl know him from all the stories 
I have read about him. None the 
less, my heart would be beating 
like crazy when I went to answer 
the door. 

How can one prepare for 
such a meeting? Well, that's 
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Prepare 
the way 

of the Lord, 

·make his paths straight. 

what Advent is all about- prepa
ration. We look at who is com
ing: the King of kings and Lord 
of lords, the Word made flesh, 
the Messiah, the Son of God, the 
fountain of all healing, the source 
of all being, who is at the same 
time the Servant of all, the great 
Shepherd. Whew! It's enough 
to give a mind whiplash. How 
many of our leaders would wash 
our feet and die for us? We're 
waiting for the one who can make 
the lame walk, the blind see, the 
lepers cleansed and the dead 
alive. We're waiting for the one 
who loves us more than words 
can tell. That's the key. Love. 
Love came to us at Christmas. 
We're waiting for love. 

Now that we know who we 
are waiting for, we know that it 
is our 'hearts' that need prepara
tion, not so much our homes. 
Our hearts are the central core of 
who we are, of who God created 
us to be. Jesus stands at the door 
of our hearts and knocks. We 
don't even have to clean them 
up before he enters. Jesus is the 
kind of guest who will help us 
clean up when he comes in. But 
we have to open the door and let 
him in. Jesus will not come in 
unless invited. In a sense, one 

could say that Jesus helps pre
pare for his own coming! How 
sad it would be to say, "Oh, my 
heart is such a mess I can't pos
sibly let him in." 

Give yourself a gift this Ad
vent. Find a quiet spot, maybe 
light a candle, read a few verses 
of the events leading up to the 
birth of Jesus (at the beginning 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John) and then just sit there qui
etly and invite him into your life. 
Do this every day and somehow, 
somewhere, you will hear the 
still small voice of God and you 
will know that you are loved, 
and transformed, and chal
lenged. This is the gift that awaits 
you. 

This Advent may you be 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, 
and untiring in love, and may the 
Lord who accompanies us on 
our journey transform you with 
love. 

God bless, 

d,~~ '/ 

:or 
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Share the Joy 
of Christmas Worship 

at St. Thomas 

Sunday, December 19- Advent 4 
8:30 am Eucharist (BAS Contemporary) 

10:30 am Advent Service of 
Lessons & Carols 

Friday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

4:30pm Children's Service, Blessing 
of the Creche, Carols, Eucharist 

8:30 pm Candlelight Service, 
Sung Eucharist with Carols 

(Arrive 30 minutes early, get a good seat and 
choose your favourite carols.) 

Saturday, December 25 
Christmas Day 

10:00 am Eucharist (BAS Traditional) 

Sunday, December 26 
8:30am Eucharist with Carol Requests 
10:30 am Eucharist with Carol Requests 
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Mersey Magic or 
New Years in Liverpool 

A s we approach the Year 
2000, it seems that every
one and everything has 

gone nuts. Everything needs to be 
Y2K compliant, there are Millen
nium Bugs in everything, and, if 
you are more optimistic, there's the 
problem of How to . . .. ? and What 
to ... . ?. How to celebrate the Mil
lennium and what to wear?, how to 
get there and what to do if the bank 
machine goes down? .. . It goes on 
and on. It was all so much easier in 
the plain ol' nineteen hundreds. 

As a child growing up in Liver
pool (England, not Nova Scotia) 
New Years Eve was a big deal. It 
was about families, friends, being 
together and traditions. My Mother 
was the youngest of five children, 
and all but one (the war bride who 
was whisked off to New York) 
started married life on the same 
block of the same street as their 
family home. Yes, we were close, 
and not just literally. Any excuse 
for a family doo was a good one, 
and New Years was definitely a 
good excuse.! ! As a kid, part of the 
thrill was staying up way past that 
usual curfew, and the fits of giggles 

we would have when we watched 
everyone dancing and singing. As 
we got older the dancing part be
came more fun and our generation 
became more a part of the whole 
thing. Anyone who says that youth 
and age don't mix was not brought 
up in Liverpool. What fun we had 
dancing the bump and the foxtrot, 
the hand jive and the waltz - we did 
them all. 

Then, as the clock approached 
midnight, the preparations began. 
My Dad would gather together a 
piece of coal, a loaf of bread, a 
bottle of something capable of 
warming the cockles of your heart, 
and someone, preferably a stranger, 
with dark hair (my brother later 
became that person - there are few 
so strange!!). Then, he'd grab the 
old school bell and he and t e men 
folk would head outside. We ladies 
would then form a line down the 
hall and the waiting began. No fancy 
apple sliding down the side of a 
building for us; we had the BBC 
and the ships. As Big Ben bonged 
away on the radio the ships on the 
Mersey would start their tooting, 
Dad would ring the bell, and in 

Sunday December 5 
Advent 2 
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8:30 am Eucharist (BAS Traditional) 
1 0:30 am Eucharist (BAS Contemporary) 

First Celebration of Eucharist by 
The Reverend Andrea Thomas 

would come the fellas . Along the 
line of ladies, kissing as they went, 
led by the "stranger", they'd bring 
theN ew Year in along with warmth 
(coal), food (bread), sustenance (the 
hooch) and the desire to help those 
less fortunate (the stranger), and 
take it through the house, eventu
ally letting the old year out through 
the back door. The ritual over, it 
was everyone out into the street to 
greet the neighbours, and to dance 
around and sing Auld Lang Siyn. 

The sound of the ships was 
always pure magic on those nights. 
They always sounded near but not 
exactly, like an echo or a reminis
cence. The first time Don joined 
my family for a traditional New 
Year he was the elected stranger, 
and he found warmth and love, 
sincerity and hope, and he clearly 
remembers the haunting sound of 
the ships. So, despite Y2K, Millen
nium Bugs and the rest of the hype, 
I wish you love, hope, health and 
happiness in the New Year. May 
you hear ships in the distance and 
take time to reflect. 

Georgina Purchase 
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December6 
December9 
December 12 
December 16 
December 19 
December 24-26 

January 8 
January 9 
January 10 
January 11 
January 12 
January 14, 15 
January 18-25 
January 19 
January 26 

February 5 
February 6 
February 12 
February 16 
February 18, 19 
February 23 
February 26 

March 5 
March 7 
March 8 
March 12 

Schedule of Events 

December 

ACW Christmas Lunch 
Advent Book Study, part 3 (1 :30 and 7:30p.m.) 
Christmas Pageant (10:30 a.m.) 
Advent Book Study, part 4 (1 :30 and 7:30p.m.) 
Advent Service of Lessons and Carols (10:30 a.m.) 
See Listing of Christmas Services on page 4 

January 2000 

Men's Breakfast (8:30a.m.) 
Holy Baptism, (10:30 a.m.) 
Alpha begins 
Alpha Training 
Worship and Liturgy (7:30p.m.) 
Symposium 2000, Walter Wink 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Parish Council (7:00p.m.) 
Pastoral Care (5:30p.m.) 

February 

Ladies ' Breakfast (8:00a.m., Chelsea's) 
Annual Vestry (12 noon) 
Men's Breakfast (8:30a.m.) 
Parish Council (7 :00p.m.) 
Alpha Weekend 
Pastoral Care (5 :30) 
Pizza and Games Night 

March 

Ladies' Breakfast (8:00a.m., Chelsea's) 
Lenten Study: Walter Wink: 'The Way Things are ' 
Ash Wednesday Services, 9:30a.m. and 7:00p.m . 
Men's Breakfast (8:30a.m.) 
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"12 Days of Christmas" 
The Significance of 
the Christmas Carol 

F rom 1558 to 1829, Roman 
Catholics were not allowed 
to practice their faith openly. 

Someone during this era wrote this 
carol as a catechism song for young 
Catholics. It has 2 levels of mean
ing, the surface meaning and a hid
den meaning known only to mem
bers of their church. Each element 
in the carol is a code for a religious 
reality which the children would 
remember; 
• Partridge in a Pear Tree: Je
sus Christ 
• 2 Turtle Doves: Old and New 
Testament 
• 3 French Hens: Faith, Hope 
and Charity (love) 
• 4 Calling Birds: ~· Gospels, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke & John 

• 5 Golden Rings: Torah . .. first 
5 books of the old testament 
• 6 Geese a laying: 6 Days of 
Creation 
• 7 Swans a swimming: 7 gifts 
of the Holy Spirit (wisdom, under
standing, counsel, might (strength), 
knowledge, true godliness and holy 
fear) 
• 8 Maids a Milking: 8 Beati
tudes (Matthew. 5 vs 3-1 0) 
• 9 Ladies Dancing: 9 Fruits of 
the Holy Spirit ( love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faith
fulness, gentleness, self control) 
• 10 Lords a Leaping: 10 com
mandments 
• 11 Pipers Piping: 11 faithful 
disciples 
• 12DrummersDrumming: 12 

A Gift for the 
Twenty-First Century of Christ 

I n September of this year when 
the choir got together again to 
start practising, our choirmaster 

Pete Torunski brought up the idea of 
new choir gowns. Again. We had 
talked about this matter for a couple 
of years and all of us agreed we 
would like to replace our present 
gowns, but there never seemed to be 
money available for it and so the idea 
remained on our wish-list only. 

Then suddenly one Thursday 
night at choir practice in early Octo
ber, the tune changed. New choir 
gowns became not justa distant pos
sibility, but a certainty. Someone, a 
generous anonymous donor, had 
made a $2000 gift to the choir for 
new gowns. We were all delighted 
by the surprise gift. We struck a 
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committee immediately to start look
ing for new gowns. 

We looked at catalogues from 
various companies and settled on 
two or three styles we liked. The 
company with the best prices and an 
excellent variety of styles turned out 
to be Gaspard & Sons, located in 
Winnipeg. The company was will
ing to send a sample of several styles 
to us to try out. We also had colour 
and material samples to try out 
against our church carpet. 

The colour we decided on was 
Royal Blue with a white pennant 
with royal blue piping and a small 
gold cross in front. The gowns hang 
well and the material is light and 
comfortable and easy to take care of. 
The gowns will be longer than the 

points of belief in the Apostle's 
Creed 

So you see there is much infor
mation about the Christian religion 
to be seen in this seemingly sense
less carol or Christmas song. If we 
pay close attention the next time we 
hear it, I'm sure it will have more 
meaning to us personally and re
mind us, as all other carols do, that 
Christmas is a religious holiday 
and we should focus our minds on 
God and not just on the commercial 
aspect of this Holy Season. 

Taken from the Anglican Parish of 
Twillingate Nfld. and submitted to 
the People's Pulpit by Merilee 
Clarke. 

ones we have now. The style is not 
unlike our present ones, but the cut 
of the gown and the stitching are 
different as is the material. They are 
very handsome gowns and we are 
looking forward to wearing them. 

We put our order in during the 
first week ofN ovember and the com
pany assured us that we would re
ceive them by Christmas. It means 
that we will go into the twenty-first 
century after Christ's birth with a 
new outer garment. We hope that 
our voices and our souls can match 
the brightness and beauty of the new 
gowns so generously given to us. 
Thank you to our donor for this lovely 
gift. 

Barbara Bottriell 
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Jesus 

The origin of the candy cane 

A candy maker in Indiana 
wanted to make some 
candy that would be a wit

ness of Jesus Christ. He made the 
Christmas Candy Cane. He in
cluded several symbols for the birth, 
ministry, and death of Jesus Christ. 
To symbolize the Virgin Birth and 
Sin-less nature of Jesus he started 
with a stick of pure white candy, 
hard to symbolize the Solid Rock, 
the foundation of the Church, and 
the firmness of the promises of 
God. He made the candy in the 
shape of a "J", the first initial of the 
precious name of Jesus, who came 

as our Saviour. It may also repre
sent the staff of our "Good Shep
herd" with which He reaches down 
into the ditches of this world to lift 
up the fallen lambs who, like all 
sheep, have gone astray. The candy 
maker stained it with three small 
red stripes to show the scourging 
Jesus received by which we are 
healed. The large red stripe is for 
the blood shed by Christ on the 
cross, by which we may receive the 
promise of eternal life. Unfortu
nately, this candy has become 
known as a Candy Cane-- a mean
ingless decoration at Christmas 

The Gift of Community 

R ecently I was invited to join 
some of my parish family 
on their annual trek to the 

Gatineau ·Hills. Having been as
sured that the trail would not be 
arduous and that really "cool peo
ple" always go-thank you Emma 
Passmore for including me in that 
group-I decided to grab a friend, 
bite the bullet and tag along. 

Needless to say, the day was 
wonderful and it seemed that once 
again we would not be disappointed 
with our Creators' handiwork -
splashes of golden yellow and bold 
tinges of red mingled with hues of 
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orange- all gloriously displayed 
against the backdrop of a clear blue 
sky! 

In last Sunday's homily, And
rea talked about seeing Christ in 
one another and allowing Christ to 
be seen in us. As I think back on 
that day in the Gatineaus, I realize 
that this was a good example of 
what Andrea was teaching us. The 
gift of Christ was being manifested 
in the laughter of the children, in 
the energy of the young people, in 
the walking beside others, in the 
conversations with friends, in the 
connecting with new acquaintances 

time. But the real meaning is still 
there for those with "eyes to see 
and ears to hear". I pray that this 
symbol will once again be used as 
witness to "The Wonder and Glory 
of the One True Saviour, The Lord, 
Jesus Christ." 

Taken from the Web and submitted 
by Andrea Thomas 

... it was all there and it was being 
freely given and received. 

So to the Pass mores and friends, 
thank you all for leading the way 
and showing us Christ in action. To 
the rest of my family here at St. 
Thomas, may we never miss an 
opportunity to encourage the gift of 
Christ in one another. · 

May God bless you, 
Candace 
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A Shepherd Abiding 

© Sophie C. S. Tilgner 

And the Angel of the Lord 
came down, and led them all 
away. 
I watched them follow with 
trembling praises. 
They spared glances, asked 
for my company. I 
pretended I hadn't heard. 
Over the hill, and they were 
gone. 
I watched the sheep, 
who stirred, bleated and 
slept. 
It was I who remained. 

And when they returned, 
their eyes shone and 
their words glowed. They 
told me of the wonders of that 
night. 
They told me of their 
hope. 
And above all, in their 
new songs, they told me of 
the star, solitary and most 
brilliant. 
And I wished I, too, had 
seen. 

And they fell silent, 
exhausted by their awe. I 
smiled, and as they rested, 
I told them of the time I 
had passed. 
I told them of the still and 
living air. 
My voice shook as I shared the 
sky I had beheld, a 
perfect sprawl of stars as many 
as the threads I wore. 
And I fell silent, 
and they wished they, too, had 
seen. 

\ 
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T he Parish of Saint Thomas 
wishes to extend a warm 
welcome to these recent ad

ditions to our church family . On 
the first opportunity available please 
offer them a special welcome! 
Butch and Sonia TOMPKINS 

105- 1340 Main Street, 
STITTSVILLE 

K2S 1V8 
836-4833 

Butch and Sonia had visited us 
over Christmas of 1998 and joined 
us in early fall of this year. They 
have recently moved into the Villa 
in Stittsville, downsizing in the 
process from a large home in 
Barrhaven, where they attended the 
parish of St. John the Divine. 

They are both originally from 
New Brunswick and have two 
grown sons, one of whom lives in 
Stittsville and is married to a won
derful daughter-in-law. There are 
three grandchildren in this family, 
one boy and two girls. 

Sonia is a retired legal secre
tary and Butch works for Acklands
Grainger as the National Accounts 
Manager in Health and Safety, deal
ing with the Federal Government. 
They are both looking forward to 
settling into life in Stittsville, full 
retirement and being able to in
dulge their interests in travelling. 

The St. Thomas Welcome Mat 

Marian WATCHORN 
1 Carleton Street, 
Apartment 109, 
STITTSVILLE 

K2S 1B8 
831-7500 

Many of you may know Marian 
from her position as cashier at 
Bradley's store for thirty-two years. 
She is now retired but keeps herself 
extremely active with bowling, 
cross-country skiing and golfing, 
golfing and more golfing! 

Marian was born and raised in 
an Anglican home in Almonte but 
has now lived in Stittsville for fifty
five years. She has one son living 
in Aylmer, one grandson and two 
granddaughters whom she enjoys 
greatly. Marian joined our parish 
family during the summer and at
tends the early service. 

Mrs. Val FLETCHER 
8 Kittansett Court, 

STITTSVILLE 
K2S 1B9 
836-4373 

Mrs. Fletcher has been wor
shipping with us on and off over the 
last three years but now feels she 
would like to be, in her own words, 
"anchored to St. Thomas" and so 
has been a regular member over the 
last few months. 

Val is widowed and has four 
grown children and nine grandchil
dren who are scattered between 
Vancouver and Quebec. She is 
retired but enjoys keeping herself 
busy with bridge, swimming, golf
ing, walking and other outdoor ac
tivities. You will meet Val wor
shipping at the early service where 
she finds the older form of service 
to her liking. 

Gertrude SHERMAN 
7626 Mansfield Road, 

STITTSVILLE 
K2S 1R9 
838-5094 

During September Gert moved 
from Manotick into Stittsville to 
live with her daughter and family 
and joined us at St. Thomas. Gert 
also has a son living in Ottawa and 
has a total of three grandchildren, 
two of which are twins. 

Gert is retired from her job as a 
Program Director for a home sup
port agency for the Township of 
Rideau but keeps herself busy with 
her interests in music, including 
playing the piai'lo, gardening and 
wildlife. Both of Gert's parents 
hail from Eastern Ontario and she 
herself was born and raised inN orth 
Gower. 

The current Alpha course, with 
its resulting discussions, is proving 
enjoyable for Gert who reports that 
she finds our parish family warm 
and welcoming. 

Diane CLEMENT 
4 Barnstable Drive, 

NEPEAN 
K2J 2B8 
825-6223 

Diane originally came to our 
parish with her niece, parishioner 
Andrea Stoppa, and joined us in the 
spring. She has lived in Nepean 
since 1985 and has in the past at
tended St. John the Devine. Diane 
and her husband, Bill, have two 
grown sons, Glen and Tyler, both 
of whom live in Toronto. 

Diane is the Administrator of 
Career Canada College in Ottawa 
and Bill works for the Provincial 
Ministry of Housing. Both of them 

Continued .. . 
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Welcome Mat continued ... 

are avid Senators fans and enjoy 
summer biking and cross-country 
skiing. Bill also does stained glass 
work. Diane says she would like to 
have more hobbies but time is some
what limited at the moment. 

Phil joined our parish and were 
impressed with the warmth of the 
welcome they received. Phil has 
just completed a contract in Goose 
Bay, Labrador, where he and Sue 
lived for almost two years. Phil is 
now working in Ottawa for Serco. 
Sue originally comes from Eng
land and Phil from Wales but they 
have travelled extensively whilst 
Phil was in the Royal Air Force. 
They arrived in Canada during early 
1998. 

share their home with a dog, Silva, 
and a cat, Pegotty, both of whom 
came with them from England. In 
fact, Pegotty, has moved around 
with them since they acquired her 
on Cyprus. 

The later service is the one 
Diane likes to attend - she is quite 
impressed with the wonderful fam
ily atmosphere and adds that it is, 
"friendly in the Anglican way I 
enjoy." 

Whilst living in Labrador, Phil 
and Sue attended an Alpha course 
but were unable to finish the series. 
They hope to redo this at St. Tho
mas, but in the meantime they are 
busy with one of our Beta groups, 
which we hope they are finding 
interesting. 

Phil and Sue CUTTS, 
5 Hubertine Gate, 

STITTSVILLE 
K2S ISS 
831-1916 

Immediately after arriving in 
Stittsville on October 1Oth Sue and 

Phil and Sue have one son, 
Tim, who is currently living and 
working in Cambridge, U.K. Their 
interests involve music (Phil plays 
piano and organ), singing and read
ing. They are animal lovers and 

If you are a Newcomer to our 
parish and have not been included 
in our Welcome Mat column, please 
call me at 836-3993. 
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Ann K. Piche 

October 29, 1999 

A letter from some dear old friends 
. . . (the Roffeys !) 

Dear Sally and all our wondeiful friends, 
1 am so sorry 1 haven't written sooner but the truth is - who to •vrite to first? 

Every time 1 sit down to write I get so lonesome for everyone. I just get too emotional. 
However, God is with us and we haven't given up on finding a home parish. 

We have moved from our son's country home into a furnished tiny apartment in 
the city, as we decided it was too remote in the country for the winter. 

Last Sunday we went to St. Paul's L'Amoreau which is the original part of the 
complex where we will be living. What a welcome! We were introduced to everyone 
during the service and since then we have had a personal note from the rector and a 
house call from a mother and daughter with a bag fu ll of information and a lovely 
memorial plate of their 150th anniversary 1841-1991. 

Yes, they have three services, 8 am, 9:15 (family with children) and an 11:15. 
There is a Bible study group at 9:30 which continues with the 11:15 service - quite a 
good number, all ages. 

A large number of the congregation are West Indian and so the music is great 
and all are }!.ITJ!.friendly. Our apartment is part of the complex (when finished) so we 
don't even have to go outside in bad weather. Speaking of the weather - what a glorious 
fall. We have spent a lot of time exploring in and around this part of Toronto which we 
never did really know. 

Our present address is 1615- 350 Seneca Hill Drive, Toronto M2J 4S7 and our 
phone number is 416-498-8464. 

As our new friends from St. Paul's were leaving last evening, I told them I was 
known at St. Thomas as "Non the hugger" and gave them both my hug. 

I think of you all constantly and send my fondest love and blessings. 
God bless you all and loads of hugs, 
Non 
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We are just coming to the end 
of the sixth Alpha Course to be held 
at St. Thomas Stittsville. Over 120 
people from our parish and the 
Stittsville area have participated in 
Alpha. Many have volunteered to 
come back and help with subse
quent courses. The Alpha course is 
a ten week practical introduction to 
the Christian faith. Most of all, it is 
fun. Although Alpha is a learning 
course, we do it in friendly, light
hearted manner. Most people say 
the fellowship and support is the 
best thing about the course. Each 
weekly session begins with an in
formal dinner (we cook- you re
lax), followed by a video talk, and 
ends with small group discussions. 
You are invited to come join the 
millions throughout the world who 
have made new friends and have 
found some answers to their ques
tions about life and God. 
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The Alpha Course 

Who is Alpha for? Alpha is 
for new Christians, for those who 
feel they never really got going as a 
Christian, and for those who want 
to brush up on the basics. There is 
no commitment required. If you 
are curious but unsure, come out to 
the first session and see. Come 
back if you like it. Talk to Sally 
Gadd or Eric Thomas or anyone 
who has been on Alpha if you would 
like more info. 

We currently run a session on 
Monday evenings, with the next 
session starting on January l01

h. If 
there is interest, we may offer the 
course on an additional evening or 
during the weekday. If this suits 
your schedule, then please leave 
your name and preference with the 
church office. We'll see what we 
can do. Session sizes are limited. 

If you have already been on 
the Alpha course, then share the 

The members of the A.C.W 
would like to thank everyone who 
came to the Bazaar and helped to 
make it a success again this year. 
We served lunch for approximately 
130 people. The bake table was 
larger this year and the craft and 
jewellery tables also did well. The 

fun. Bring a friend, relative, and/or 
neighbour to Alpha on Monday 
January 10ihat6:30pmin the church 
hall. This first Alpha night is an 
informative session to give you an 
idea what Alpha is. Dinner will be 
served. If you are interested in 
coming or you are going to bring a 
friend to the Alpha first night on the 
lOth, please leave a message at the 
church office, 836-5741, so that we 
can plan for numbers. 

Eric Thomas 

total raised was $2173.95 . 
The A.C. W. will hand over the 

running of the Bazaar to the Parish 
in the year 2000. 

We hope the Christmas season 
will bring joy and peace to you all. 

Barbara Swann 
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Sunday School News 

As this issue of the People's 
Pulpit arrives in your hand, 
I'm sure that your thoughts 

will be tuned to this most glorious 
of seasons; Christmas. Below stairs 
there's a lot of excitement, what 
with the Pageant on the 12th and 
yes, St. Nick's kindred spirit visit
ing on the 24th!!! Sometimes it's 
hard to find the Christ in Christ
mas, especially with commercial
ism plaguing us at every turn. But, 
you know, despite Pokemon and 
Barbie (to name but two!), the kids 
are really into this birthday thing. 
Even the youngest can fill in most 
of the Christmas Story if you feign 
ignorance and beg their ~ndulgence. 
In fact there's nothing quite like the 
enthusiasm of children to re-ignite 
the true Spirit of things. So, be 
prepared to combust in the reawak
ening of all that is Christmas, and 
start your season by joining the 
children as they present the story to 
you again, their way! 

It has been a very busy Fall for 
all of us in the Sunday School 
rooms. We are bursting at the seams 

in terms of classroom space, and 
I'm informed that when we make a 
joyful noise everyone gets to hear 
it. So, why listen from afar? We are 
always looking for people to help 
out. They don't have to be your 
kids to appreciate your talents! 
Please consider joining our team. 
After all, aren't the kids worth it? 

It hasn ' t all been work. We've 
had our fair share of excitement 
too. Firstly, my thanks go out to 
Heather Carty and Barb 
Schizkowski for coordinating an
other very successful Children's 
Used Clothing and Toy Sale. These 
Spring and Fall events greatly en
hance our Sunday School Funds 
and enable us to do a lot of our 
Outreach work. Well done ladies, 
and thanks to all who participated 
and attended and made it a great 
success. Secondly, Halloween Eve 
saw the Church hall alive with crea
tures from this galaxy and the next, 
from fact to fiction, from reality to 
fantasy .. . who was Jarjar Binks? 
We had a terrorifically good time. 
There was apple bobbing, donuts 

BBQ A Great Success (again!) 

W ell done to all of you 
who supported the fall 
BBQ. We had another 

excellent turnout in helpers and cus
tomers, lots of yummy apple pies · 
and cole slaw which parishioners 
donated, great help over the fires 
and in the basement, and zillions of 

People's Pulpit 

happy, satisfied customers! (Well, 
over 400 anyway.) Doreen Bell's 
lovely flowers sure made the 
Church Hall look spiffy! 

Sincere thanks to all of you 
who came out, ate and helped. 

Pete Torunski 

on strings, crafts, stories, yummy 
treats and even a Witches brew. 
Many thanks to all who made the 
evening a great success. 

On a business note, please don't 
forget to check that your child is 
registered for Sunday School. The 
new Envelopes for 2000 will be 
available throughout December, so 
don't forget to pick them up. If you 
haven' L received any, but you would 
like some, please let me know as 
soon as po~sible. Make the Year 
2000 your year for volunteering, 
we could really use your support. 

Wishing you all the Peace and 
Joy of this most awesome Season. 

Merry Christmas. 
Yours in Christ, 

Georgina Purchase. (836-4073) 

~------------------------~ 

Next Auction in 
April 2000 

By the time you read this, there 
will be just 4 months to go to the 
annual ACM Time and Talent Auc
tion on April 15. This year's auc
tion was a great success; let's see if 
we can make the next one even 
better! Please start thinking about 
the many talents you have which 
you might be able to donate for the 
auction. 

Pete Torunski 
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The Incredible Gift of Youth 

W hat a wonderful group 
of young people this 
parish is blessed with! 

The Friday night Christian Youth 
Group is up and running with an 
average of 16 to 20 kids a session. 
The youth have explored many dif
ferent ideas this fall such as: Would 
you take Jesus to school? How do 
you feel when people think you're 
a zero? Does God heal us? We've 
enjoyed a movie, games, song and 
lots of chips. Many thanks to 
Kathryn Witney for her leadership 
and time with Youth Group. 

The Journey to Adulthood 
program is also going well. The 
very gifted and capable leadership 
of Tanya Drew, Brian Smith, Sue 
Blackhall, John Bottriell, Scott 
Brown and Ann Brown has made 
the transition to new leaders very 
easy for all. They have imagina-

tively and enthusiastically em
braced the program and the youth! 
The program is in three sections 
based on age group and this fall all There is also a retreat on Feb-
ages have occasionally gottogether ruary 4 - 6th, 2000 for all 16 to 24 
for some fun. They went out for year-olds, titled "Walking With 
breakfast, and after services on Jesus to the Resurrection". Also 
November 21 stthey gottogetherto coming in May is an event for 16 
share in a spaghetti lunch and lively ._:...Y:ear;·· · ·.:-s~·a.n;=d--iu:!:p~i:.:ni,W~at;:-::e::_rl::o~o~, ~a~w7:e~e~k=-- _ !' 
Eucharist. The interactive Eucha- · en with Jean Vanier. This is an 
rist was fun and enriching with the ,._ mcred1ble opportunity and if there 
music being led by Steve and Paul is enough interest from the diocese 
from Challenge. Many thanks to there may be a bus. Please speak to 
those parents who cooked for us. Andrea if you'd like more info. 

An up-coming event for all Many thanks go to the youth of 
youth group or J2A participants is this parish and their friends who 
a Senators Hockey Game on Janu- support Youth Group and J2A by 
ary 3rd, 2000 at 2 PM. The youth bringing their joy of life, their 
group got a subsidized discount voices, thoughts and ideas, and their 
package and good seats are going love of God into the midst of us. 
for $12.50. Please see Andrea Tho- You are all incredible gifts to me 
mas ASAP with your money to and the other youth workers! 
reserve your ticket. Shalom, Andrea 

News Flash! Cheese Orders a Success 

I n the last issue of People's Pul 
pit, an opportunity to purchase 
top quality cheese from the St. 

Albert Cheese Manufacturing As
sociation was presented by the 
Men's Fellowship Group . The 
cheeses were priced substantially 
below store prices and the purchase 
was a huge success. A second order 
was subsequently made following 
the bazaar and to date, almost I 00 
packages of cheese have been sold. 
The cheeses are cut and vacuum 
sealed immediately before deliv
ery on Wednesdays. Our next order 
will be received in time for Christ
mas. The cheeses are available in 
600 gram and 300 gram packages 
(or about 1-1/3 lb and 2/3 lb). 
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Once again, the cheeses avail
able and prices (per kilo) are: 

Cheeses per kilo 
Extra Old Cheddar $13.00 
Medium Cheddar $11.50 
Mild Cheddar $10.50 
Brick $10.50 
Farmer's Garlic $10.50 
Farmer's Hot Pepper $10.50 
Monterey Jack $10.50 
Havarti $12.50 
Mozarella (low in fat) $10.00 
Curds (white or yellow)$ 4 . 4 0 
(per 400 gram) 
Colby $10.50 
Farmer's Dill $10.50 
Swiss $11.50 
Envoi (low fat) $14.00 

The three cheddars are avail-

able in either white or coloured. 
Please give your orders to either 

' Scott Brown at 836-8352 ore-mail: 
v.anneb@cyberus.ca or Gord 
Marshall at 836-7 661. 

Thank you for your support 
and we hope that you all enjoy the 
cheese. 
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"Thank you Very Much" 

I 
would like to thank all the 

members of the Parish, espe
cially St. Thomas' Anglican 

Church Men's Group, for the fi
nancial support provided to me that 
allowed me to attend the Leader In 
Training Program at Camp Kintail 
(Christian Summer Camp). I had 
an amazing time, made many 
friends and of course, learned much 
about leadership and counselling. 

Camp Kin tail is a Presbyterian 
Church camp on the shore of Lake 
Huron, in between Kincardine and 
Goderich. I have previously been a 
camper there for the previous five 
years and it has always been a dream 
of mine to be a LIT at Kin tail. 

I was very busy for the 3-112 
weeks I was there. The first week, 
each LIT was assigned to a cabin 
for the morning to observe the lead
ership styles of the senior counsel
lors, as well as to interact with the 
campers. During the afternoons, 
all of us LIT's attended sessions on 
leadership, group work, campers 
and many other related topics. Our 
two awesome Resource Counsel
lors named "Sage" and "Polaris" 

(all the staff have "Earth" names; 
Sage was really Rodney and Pola
ris was Suzanne) taught these sub
jects. 

The second week was mostly 
spent hiking near Georgian Bay 
with our Resource Counsellors and 
the other LIT's. It was a great 
bonding experience for us. We had 
a lot of fun, even though the hike 
was pretty tough at times. We 
returned to camp on the W ednes
day and spent the rest of the week in 
training sessions reviewing many 
scenarios about campers and the 
problems we could face as counsel
lors. 

The third week had us associ
ated with campers and cabins on a 
full time basis. The only time we 
were not with campers was during 
lunch and when we went to bed. It 
was very tiring at times, but it was 
very exciting and really fun. 

The last three days were actu
ally quite sad. None of the LIT's 
wanted to leave Kintail. The Mon
day was spent showing LIT's from 
another Christian camp around 
Kintail. Tuesday we received our 

evaluations and started closing off 
the course. Wednesday was really 
tough because we had grown very 
close and felt we were an effective 
team, but we had to depart for our 
homes. 

It was the end of the most amaz
ing, great and awesome month of 
my life. At Camp Kin tail, I learned 
a lot of great things about leader
ship, how to deal with different 
cultures, as well as difficult kids . I 
learned more about working effec
tively in a group and many other 
general life skills in a Christian 
setting. I hope to use some of the 
skills I've acquired helping our 
Sunday school over the coming 
months. 

Once again, let me thank eve
ryone who gave a donation to help 
send me to Camp Kin tail. I not only 
learned a great deal about leader
ship, but I also met some great 
people while increasing and ex
ploring my Faith. 

Thank you very, very much. 
Ripple a.k.a. Jeremy Sandor 

www. t hehungers ite.com 
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Bookmark The Hunger Site 
(www .thehungersite.com). Corpo
rate sponsors pay for 1/4 cup of 
food for each click on "Donate Free 
Food" button on the site - the 
number of sponsors ti mes the 
number of "hits" times 1/4 cup 
equals the amount of food donated 

each day - more "hits", the more 
food that is donated to feed the 
hungry. The site is sponsored by 
the United Nations World Food 
Program. You can donate once each 
day. Visit it every day! 

Pete Torunski 
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)synod Report \ 

.._____j__~_...} October 21-23, 1999 ( 

I 
can say without hesitation that 
I enjoy Synod tremendously. 
It's great fun to catch up with 

old Diocesan friends, peruse the 
always excellent book-table from 
Canterbury House [and indulge in 
new books!], and attend workshops 
on interesting topics that reflect the 
current concerns of our lives as 
Anglicans. Sally, Andrea, William, 
Sophie and I began by attending an 
enthusiastic Diocesan Eucharist 
ably hosted by St. Stephen's on 
Thursday evening, October 21st. 
The service was relaxed and 
friendly - I am still moved by large 
numbers of fellow Anglicans giv
ing hearty responses without hav
ing to use written prompts! The 
service was co-celebrated by 
Bishop 1 ohn Hannen from our com
panion Diocese of Caledonia, who 
was a special and welcome guest at 
this year's Synod. The Bishop's 
Charge held special interest for all 
of us. It was, of course, his first as 
Bishop and we were eager to hear 
something of the direction in which 
he might be leading us. It was soon 
apparent that we were listening to a 
man with a keen sense of humour, 
as well as a man who cares deeply 
for his clergy and their well-being. 
Bishop Peter's care and concern 
resonated throughout his Charge. 
He expects that church members 
willlookaftereach other with kind
ness and love, as well as their clergy, 
staff - both paid and volunteers -
and leaders. It is expected that the 
parishes will be intentional about 
observing fair employment prac
tices. To quote the Charge, 

"We need appropriate expec-

tations and work environments that 
are fair, safe, and free of abuse. We 
need to be within the law. We need 
to go beyond that and be in an 
environment where grace prevails 
and it is a joy to serve." 

He also addressed the difficul
ties inherent in leadership in the 
Church today. Again I quote, 

"Potential leaders have gone to 
ground and been afraid to take the 
risks that vision often requires .... 
leadership demands courage, but it 
is not helped if it means continually 
looking over one's shoulder, living 
in perpetual fear, being beset with 
minefields within one's own house, 
and drawing undeserved heat. Let's 
let leaders lead throughout the 
church and spend our energies on 
things that are creative." 

One of the questions he posed 
was whether we are open to new 
ideas and new models of ministry. 
He hopes that we will have the 
courage to initiate visions and be
lieves that we can realize those 
visions if they are "in accord with 
the mind of Christ." 

Bishop Peter ended with a won
derful quote from Aldous Huxley, 
"It is somewhat embarrassing to 
have travelled so far, read so much, 
spoken to so many, only to con
clude that people should be a little 
kinder to each other." 

I was very pleased to be given 
the opportunity to be one of two lay 
people and two clergy chose to 
respond to the Bishop's Charge in 
open session at Synod on Friday 
morning, October 22. A copy of the 
Charge had been e-mailed to me 
earlier that week with strict instruc-
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tions about absolute secrecy! I was 
considerably relieved to discover, 
when I had read the initial report, 
that there was nothing in it that 
would cause the collapse of the 
Diocese of Ottawa should word get 
out as to its contents. I did, how
ever, follow instructions and re
vealed not a word! It was fun to 
hear how the words of the Charge 
came alive when delivered by 
Bishop Peter in person and it was 
much easier to get the sense of his 
concerns for the Diocese. 

Several excellent workshops 
were offered to Synod delegates 
and we tried to attend different ones 
so that we could share some ideas 
with the parish in the not-to-distant 
future . Sally, Andrea, Sophie and I 
chose one on Conflict Resolution 
and I personally discovered, though 
it may not come as a surprise to 
some of you, that I really have to 
work hard at being a listener! A 
vital requirement if one is to at
tempt mediation! 

"We all began to understand 
more fully that we have a 
Bishop who is a visionary 
leader, a man of integrity, as 
well as one with a highly 
developed sense ofhumour!" 

Sophie and I chose to attend 
another workshop which was billed 
as a dialogue with our new Bishop. 
We were very impressed with his 
stamina as he stood for an hour and 
a half and answered diverse ques
tions on policy, the future direction 
of the Diocese, as well as his per
sonal philosophies. We all began to 
understand more fully that we have 
a Bishop who is a visionary leader, 
a man of integrity, as well as one 
with a highly developed sense of 

Continued ... 
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Synod Report continued 

humour! 
I chose a further workshop deal

ing with Stewardship and Planned 
Giving. There was so much useful 
information from that one that fu
ture Parish Councils will have their 
workload set for some time to come. 
The moderator highlighted the 
question always asked about tith
ing, which is of course biblically to 
be 10%. Would that be 10% of 
gross or 10% of net? The answer is, 
of course, that everything we are 
and have comes from God and 
therefore is returnable to him as we 
are his stewards. 

This tied in remarkably with 
Sophie's workshop with Bishop 
John Hannen of the Diocese of Cal
edonia. She came back visibly im
pressed by his description of life 
and work in that vast nurthern area 
of British Columbia, where 50% of 
Synod membership are First Na
tions people. And he obviously has 
a great love of the people there. He 
told the participants that the First 
Nations people regard Church as 
family - we are all members of the 
same family. All is derived from 
God,sothereisno 'sacred' or'secu
lar'. Everything around us is sa
cred. Consider the question of over
fishing . It is not a conservation 
question. It is a question of how we 
are treating our gifts from God. 
Therefore a people who were in 
that area at least 6000 years before 
Abraham in the Middle East cannot 

countenance destroying the fish 
stocks by over-fishing. They live 
the stewardship of God's creation! 

" ... the role of the leader is to 
have visions, to share infor
mation widely so that others 
may have visions, to encour
age visions and to share those 
visions so that others may be 
enthused about them. " 

A couple of months ago, at a 
Parish Council meeting, Roger 
Stone brought up the issue of the 
tragedy that has been ongoing in 
the Sudan. Since meeting a Suda
nese student here in Ottawa at the 
Bishop's Levee last New Year's, 
Roger has taken a deep interest in 
the situation, but had been feeling 
very frustrated by the difficulty in 
catching the interest of people both 
here in the parish and in the Dio
cese. At that Parish Council meet
ing, Sophie suggested to him that 
as a beginning he might write some
thing that could spread the infor
mation he had a little more widely. 
Well, he did, of course, and I hope 
that many of you took the time to 
read his very comprehensive arti
cle in the previous People's Pulpit. 
Further at Great Chapter this Fall, 
William proposed a motion for 
Synod concerning the issue and a 
motion was produced, supported 
by the Carleton Deanery. The 
Bishop said in his Charge, and I 

quote," ... the role of the leader is to 
have visions, to share information 
widely so that others may have 
visions, to encourage visions and 
to share those visions so that others 
may be enthused about them." Eve
ryone who spoke to the motion 
expressed unconditional support -
and each of those people worked 
with agroupwith knowledge of the 
situation - for example - a person 
with Amnesty International, some
one with resources at the National 
Church, someone from St. James in 
Hull where the Church has wel
comed an Anglican Sudanese fam
ily who were very excited about the 
interest being taken by the Dio
cese. So Sophie was right, Roger -
you just needed to cast your net a 
little wider! Congratulations! The 
vision has been shared! Interest in 
resolving the Sudanese conflict 
continues to grow both here in the 
Diocese and across the country. 

I thank God for members of 
our church family like Roger Stone, 
who persist, often in the face of 
disinterest, in putting a face to a 
human tragedy to which we should 
all have been paying attention . 
Thank you, Roger, for bringing 
Justin to speak with us so eloquently 
and forgiving us another chance to 
help in whatever way we can. 

"By this, all will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another." 

Robin Tilgner 

Parishioners wishing to have flowers in the sanctuary during 
Advent and/or at the Christmas Services, please sign the flower 
calendar in the Narthex and fill out a card in the envelope. Make your 
cheque payable to the Altar Guild and place the envelope in the 
offertory plate. For Christmas flowers please let us know by December 
15. If there are any questions, contact Nicky Swann at 836-5283. 
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A Memorable Christmas 

W e were stationed at 
C.F.S. Holberg situated 
on the northwest tip of 

Vancouver Island from 1979 to the 
summer of 1981. Port Hardy was 
at the end of the paved highway. It 
took one hour past Port Hardy to 
travel30 miles on a twisting gravel 
single lane logging road to arrive at 
C.F.S. Holberg, located on the side 
of a mountain. When the logging 
company was working, or follow
ing a washout due to a heavy rain, 
the road would be closed. The 
community of C.F.S. Holberg was 
a small, very remote, station of200 
people with only three residential 
streets carved out of the forest. The 
church, recreation centre and Base 
Exchange were the centres of all 
activity . Few cars moved from 
their parking spots once entering 
the community, as there were only 

four roads to travel and it was easier 
to walk. 

On the first day of Advent and 
throughout the Christmas Season, 
between four and five o'clock 
Christmas music was broadcast · 
from the church steeple. The whole 
station attended the Christmas ba
zaar, a major social event of the 
Christmas season. 

On Christmas Eve half of the 
station would be on leave and the 
remainder working or on call, liv
ing hundreds of miles from fami
lies. The church building housed 
both the Protestant and Catholic 
Chapel. It was a long thin building 
with the door in the centre. If you 
were Catholic you turned left and if 
you were Protestant you turned right 
to enter your respective chapel. As 
a community, we celebrated to
gether. The midnight choral serv-

Pray for Them 

N ever be anti-Semitic. It is 
the Jews that have taught 
mankind to look upward. 

Thomas Cahill in his book, The 
Gifts of the Jews, wrote, "The Jews 
developed a whole new way of 
experiencing reality." No other an
cient religion can claim to teach 
that God and man have an undying 
affinity. And Jesus was a Jew. Only 
Judaism could produce Jesus. 

As we figuratively kneel on 
December 24th at the Bethlehem 
manger, let us give a thought to the 
Jewish people. They are so proud 
of themselves to have fashioned a 
viable, modern homeland, so 
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pleased to be in possession of their 
own native soil after centuries of 
exile that they may be tempted to 
credit their own vigour, their own 
dedication and sacrifice and easily 
forget the prophets' teachings. 

The prophet Isaiah proclaimed, 
"Even the youth will faint and be 
weary and the young will fall ex
hausted; but those that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint." Isaiah 
40:30-31. 

We pray that the modem Is
raeli will walk and not faint, glad 
every day to wait upon the Lord 

ice was held in the Protestant Chapel 
and officiated by the Protestant and 
Roman Catholic Padres. Our Pa
dre's wife played the accompani
ment on a guitar. We listened to the 
good news of Jesus' birth . At the 
end of the service, we received a 
taper lit by a Padre from the Pascal 
candle as we left the church. One 
could witness, the Christmas Light 
accompanying the parishioners up 
or down the mountain side as they 
walked home and brought the Light 
of Christmas into their homes. 

Linda Banister 

and seek His will. And let us see in 
God's gift of Jesus and His Jewish 
background, mankind's future and 
mankind's hope . 

Alex Dobson 
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Holy Baptism 
"The water of baptism ... in it 

we are buried with Christ in His 
death, share in His resurrection, 

and are reborn by the 
Holy Spirit. " 

October 17, 1999 

Ryan Kelso Mohr 

Leah Audrey Williams 

Jacqueline Sarah Frances Tilgner 

Holy Burial 
"Increase our faith, deepen our 

hope, and confirm us in your 
eternal love." 

Kathleen Olive 
September, 1999 
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Special Vestry Approves the 
Sale of the Rectory 

0 nSundayNovember14th, 
1999 a Special Vestry of 
St. Thomas Parishioners 

voted to sell the Rectory. 
A very thorough discussion 

took place with many questions 
concerning the viability of retain
ing the Rectory. In the end, how
ever, several key points helped the 
Vestry make the final decision. The 
following information was among 
that presented and discussed which 
led to that decision: 

1. The Rectory, which was con
structed in 1962, was built by and 
has been maintained continually 
by the Parish since that time. Like 
the Church itself, the Rectory in 
deed title is the property of the 
Diocese of Ottawa. 

2. Regardless of when the Rec
tory is sold, the net revenue from 
the sale must go to the Diocese 
where it will be invested on behalf 
of the Parish of St. Thomas Stitts
ville in the Diocesan consolidated 
trust fund. The earnings from the 
investment will be used to pay, or 
offset, the costs of the housing al
lowance for the Rector. 

3. If in the future a Vestry 
should approve the purchase or 
construction of a Rectory for St. 
Thomas, and the Diocese approves 
the decision, the principal amount 
in the consolidated trust fund can 
be used for that purpose. 

4. The trend in urban areas is 
for Clergy to purchase their own 
residence. The housing allowance 
provided through the Diocese is to 
assist them in this endeavour. 

5. The Rectory is presently 
rented and provides revenue. How
ever, with maintenance, taxes, in
surance, property management and 
mortgage payments, there is a net 
loss of just over $2,000 each year. 
When the Rectory is sold and the 
net profit is invested in the consoii
dated trust fund, it is estimated there 
will be a revenue of just over 
$4,000.00. 

6. Finally, the Rectory does 
and will need some capital expen
ditures over the next several years . 
The kitchen and the windows need 
to be upgraded and eventually the 
roof will need to be re-shingled. 

Concern was expressed that we 
need more room for the church 
school and that the Rectory may be 
a solution. This was discussed with 
the conclusion that although space 
must be found, the Rectory was not 
considered a viable option. 

It is with much regret that the 
solution is to sell the Rectory. It has 
served the Parish well over the last 
thirty seven years. There is recog
nition however that the consider
able time and effort dedicated by 
many faithful parishioners to main
tain and operate the Rectory can 
now be directed to other programs 
within our Parish. Through 
prayerful consideration a decision 
has been made. 

God is now leading us down a 
new road, offering us new chal
lenges and opportunities . Thanks 
be to God~ 

Ken Kirk 
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Rector's Warden Report 

As we approach the year's 
end, I need to thank a 
number of people within St. 

Thomas who have helped to fill in 
while I was travelling basically Mon
day - Friday (and sometimes weeks 
at a time), in North America and 
Europe. St. Thomas' Corporation 
made good use of today's technol
ogy of voice mail and e-mail to help 
keep me "in the loop" on the number 
of issues faced by our Parish in 1999. 
I would like to especially thank Ken 
Kirk, Sally and Andrea for going the 
extra mile to get me information in a 
timely basis. I would also like to 
thank Wigney Construction, and es
pecially Matt Wigney who perse
vered and worked with us to provide 
the Diocese with the "right" paper
work at the "right" time for the com
pletion of the east stair enclosure and 
prayer vestibule. This was an exer
cise wrapped in red tape, missing 
signatures and mis-cues by the bank 
(ortheircouriercompany). We were 
finally able to pay Matt for the fine 
work and on behalf of Corporation, 
Parish Counsel, and St. Thomas at 
large, a big THANK YOU to Matt. 

In last year's December issue of 
People's Pulpit, I identified many of 
the people who make St. Thomas a 
vibrant, caring facility. Those folks 
continue to invest many of their per
sonal hours to lend a helping hand. 
Again, THANK YOU to all of our 
volunteers. If you aren't presently 
volunteering, we could use your help 
and expertise. 

In this edition of the People's 
Pulpit, as the Rector's Warden I 
would like to address a review of my 
perceptions of St. Thomas in 1999. I 
tend to group things as the good, the 
bad and the ugly. 

The Good 
Within our Parish, I feel we have 

accomplished a number of good (if 
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not great) things in 1999. Our Out
reach programs, the work with refu
gees and our Christian education pro
grams (including our Church School 
program under Georgina, Alpha, 
Beta, YAK and J2A) are outstand
ing. We were lucky in being able to 
"keep" Andrea (and by association 
her husband Eric and their family) as 
an integral part of St. Thomas. All of 
us have participated in Andrea's jour
ney within the Church, and the jour
ney continues on November 30th. 

Cornerstone and our traditional 
10:30 Choir fill the Church with song 
and gladness (and let me say that 
based upon the choirs I have listened 
to while away from Stittsville, our 
choirs are very, very good). We have 
the good fortune to be able to tap into 
the wisdom and experience of Alex 
who is an integral part of St. Tho
mas' stewardship and who we can 
call upon when Sally and Andrea are 
away . Sally continues to provide a 
clear direction and strong Christian 
leadership for St. Thomas, with Ed 
offering his unique gifts and support. 
The Prayer Team offers comfort and 
solace at each service and on their 
own time. I want to thank Roger 
Stone for bringing the horrible situa
tion in the Sudan to the attention of us 
at St. Thomas, as well as to the atten
tion of Synod. 

We have a physical building that 
saw a number of substantial upgrades 
and additions under tht! leadership of 
Bob Stone who organized, managed 
and "did" what needed to be done to 
keep our facility safe, warm and in
viting to all who use it. Our Parish 
office has successfully moved i to 
the 20th century, files organized, lists 
compiled and a "how to" document 
covering from Church picnics to the 
Chicken BBQ continues to be up
dated. We have a Parish Council 
which is focused on working together. 

We have recently elected to sell the 
Rectory, and with the proceeds of the 
sale we will be able to defray the 
costs of the Rector's housing allow
ance. Good work one and all! 

The Bad 
The "bad" at St. Thomas is not a 

huge challenge, but we must not be
come complacent. We are losing the 
knowledge and commitment of Bob 
Stone, who moves on after his year as 
Property Manager. We are always 
able to offer the opportunity to help 
at Church School every Sunday. This 
is one of the most critical parts of our 
Parish life and Georgina needs your 
help. We lost members of our con
gregation in 1999 and we wish them 
God speed wherever they may be. I 
would especially like to wish AI & 
Non Roffey our best, as they were 
both very important members of our 
congregation, knowledgeable in a 
number of areas and both supported 
the Parish whenever possible. We 
will miss them all. 

We need to remind all members 
of the Parish family that weekly do
nations are required to meet our fi
nancial commitments. Our weekly 
envelope giving is down. If you have 
gone away, or just forgot, would you 
consider sending in a cheque to fill in 
the missing weeks, or use PAR (Don 
Gillen can tell you more about PAR). 
We need to push to use the Grocery 
Coupons. As you prepare for your 
holiday meals , please use the Gro
cery Coupons. This program is a 

continued ... 
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Rector's Warden Report continued 

great way for the Parish to gain rev
enue at no cost to you. 

I believe we need to continue to 
improve how we greet newcomers 
into our midst, especially during cof
fee following the late service. It is 
the responsibility and privilege of 
everyone within the Parish to at least 
shake a hand and introduce yourself/ 
spouse to a newcomer. People come 
where they feel welcome. I believe 
that we need to extend our Parish to 
the new families moving into Stilts
ville, detailing what we offer as a 
Christian facility open to all within 
this community. Corporation would 
be happy to listen to any advice on 
this topic. Again, nothing drastic, 
but we need to keep on top of these 
issues. 

The Ugly 
"Ugly" has not reared its head 

within St. Thomas during my tenure. 
However, "ugly" is out there. We as 

Christians have a comment to make 
on that ugliness, whether in the world 
of business ethics or in our selfish 
disregard of the suffering around us. 
Why do we tolerate businesses that 
discriminate based upon disabilities, 
sex and race? We have heard and 
have seen the reports of killing, rape, 
and ethnic cleansing in places like 
Bosnia and the Sudan. But what are 
we doing about these things we know 
are wrong? Do we just turn o r heads 
and say "there is nothing I can do, I 
don't run the company, or the coun
try?" I believe our general apathy 
towards these terrible acts is ugly. 
What can we do about it? If you 
know of groups or organizations who 
cannot live up to their word, don't 
associate/ buy their products. Sell 
your holding of stock. Look for 
ethical holdings, mutual funds and 
organizations that live and work in 
the same manner in which you em-

Financial Update 

brace or strive to attain. Once you 
sell your stock, write the president of 
the company; tell him/her why you 
will not invest your hard-earned dol
lars with his/her company. Write 
your Member of Parliament to ask 
why the Canadian or Ontario Gov
ernments are supporting regimes like 
the one in the Sudan while these 
same regimes are killing Christians 
and other innocents. St. Thomas and 
all of our families within this com
munity can help stamp out the "ugly" 
if we show we care. 

In summary, St. Thomas has ac
complished significant achievements 
over the last year; we need to con
tinue to move forward ill the new 
millennium to ensure we maximize 
our potential as a Parish, a Christian 
community and within ourselves. 

God Bless, have a safe Christ
mas holiday and a joyous New Year. 

Tom Sandor 

as of November 21, 1999 
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Regular Offerings: 
Open Offerings: 
P.W.D.R.F. 
Hall Rental 
Rectory Rental 
Total: 

$108,332.00 
3,826.00 
3,069.00 

17,510.00 
12.180.00 

$143,917.00 

The regular offerings (envelopes) 
have been averaging about $9,848. per 
month. In order to make our budget of 
$130,000 .00 we need to average 
$10,833.33 per month. 

In terms of Hall Rental income, we 
have collected a cheque from the Town
ship for $7,325 .00_which will cover the 
Fiscal year 1998 Rental Period . We have 

collected $2,000.00 in Rentals for 1999. 
As of November 1999, there are 28 

families signed up for the P.A.R. (Pre 
Authorized Remittances) with one addi
tional family to join for June. This will 
make a monthly amount of approximately 
$2,950.00 in general offerings through 
PAR. This would be an excellent way to 
keep up your summer donations and you 
can change or cancel at any time. If you 
wish to join up, please contact the church 
office or Don Gillen at 836-2229. 

Submitted by 
Donald Gillen 

Treasurer 
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Retreat 

B 
using home on a Friday 
night after a hectic week at 

· work, running a couple of 
errands, gobbling down a quick 
supper and packing a weekend bag, 
all to be ready fora carpool pick-up 
at 6 PM was, to say the least, a 
hectic beginning to the Mens' Re
treat. Lucky for me, Ed & Sally 
were a few minutes late arriving to 
pick me up. As a participant, I was 
only required to bring an open mind. 
Sally, our spiritual leader for the 
weekend appeared somewhat more 
prepared as I shared the back seat 
of the Gadd's SUV with several 
boxes and props. As I decompressed 
in the back seat, we wound our
selves toward Arnprior, and the 
beautiful Galilee House overlook
ing the Ottawa River. 

Galilee House is a retreat facil
ity operated by the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate on picturesque estate 
within the town of Arnprior. The 
imposing Georgian residence, built 
from sandstone, granite and 
Madawaska marble overlooks pic
turesque Lac des Chats at the con-

Say Hellol 
Sandra and Willem Odendaal and 
DoraPorteus have resurfaced; they 
have settled in at their new house at 

4433 Valmont Place, 
Victoria, BC V8N 5R6 

250-721-2114 
E-Mail: willsand@ islandnet.com 
They would be pleased to hear from 
St Thomas' parishioners. 
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St. Thomas Men's Retreat 
The Prodigal Son 

fluence of the Ottawa and 
Madawaska Rivers. This, along 
with a separate facility called 
Martha House was to be our home 
from Friday, October 29th until the 
following Sunday Noon. Our meet
ing facilities included two lovely · 
rooms in the main building, the 
Library with full length floor to 
ceiling windows on two sides over 
20 feet high, and a large lounge 
with fireplace and comfortable fur
niture. The food service, buffet 
style, allowed us to choose from a 
good variety of hearty meals and 
snacks, at the expense of our waist
lines. Someone was looking out for 
us and provided beautiful weather 
all weekend. 

Our retreat was well paced with 
time for discussion, sharing ideas, 
quite times, walks along the shore, 
eating, jogging, campfire camara
derie and worship. We were not at 
a loss for words, and could have 
extended the discussions well be
yond the allotted time. 

Our study for the weekend was 
the parable of the prodigal son from 
Luke 15: 11-32. A copy of 
Rembrandt's painting Return of the 
Prodigal Son was used as a focus 
for our group as we explored four 
major characters in the biblical story 

-the onlooker, the younger son, the 
older son and the father. The picto
rial richness and spiritual depth 
mastered by Rembrandt evokes a 
powerful image of the prodigal son 
who comes back home to his father 
and pleads for forgiveness. The fa
ther is overwhelmed at the sight of 
his son that he forgives him and 
welcomes him with open arms. I 
think we all struggled a little at the 
beginning when asked where we 
saw ourselves in the picture, but as 
we worked through each character 
we were often able to identify with 
them. By drawing parallels in our 
own lives and environment I felt 
we had moved towards greater un
derstanding the compassion of the 
father. 

Before we knew it, we were 
eating our last retreat meal together 
and packing up to go home. We are 
left with the memories of a week
end retreat blessed with a lively 
group of St. Thomas menfolk and a 
little better understanding of our 
journey of faith. Special thanks go 
to the Men's Group for organizing 
the retreat and Rev' d Sally for all 
her preparation and leadership dur
ing the retreat. Let' s do it again! 

John Bottriell 

Quick word from the Editor 
Thank you to all who replied to 

my request for e-mail addresses. People's Pulpit 
For anyone who missed it, we are e-mail address: 
compiling a list of e-mail addresses kitt@magi.com for the parish. If you would like • your address added to the list, please 
send it to me at kitt@magi.com. Deadline for next issue: 
This list will not be published with-

March 26, 2000 out permission. 
Trish Irwin-Kitt 
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And now a Word from your Sponsor ... God 

Tell the !Uds I love them. S orne new billboards are get 
ting some attention in Dal
las. "God Speaks" bill

boards. The billboards are a simple 
black background with white text. 
No fine print or sponsoring organi
zation is included. 

I love you .. .I love you .. . I love 
you. 

-God 
Will the road you're on get you to 
my place? 

-God 
Need a marriage counsellor? I'm 
available. 

-God 
Follow me. 

-God 
Keep using my name in vain, I'll 
make rush hour longer. 

Let's meet at my house Sunday 
before the game. 

-God 
Big Bang Theory - You've got to 
be kidding. 

-God 
We need to talk. 

-God 
Have you read my no.l best seller? 
(There will be a test.) 

-God 
C'mon over and bring the kids. 

-God 
That "Love thy neighbour" thing -
I meant it. 

-God 
Do you have any idea where you're 
going? 

-God 
Need directions? 

-God 
I don't question your existence. 

-God · 
-God -God 

Spending Your Dash 
I read of a man who stood to speak 
At the funeral of a friend. 
He referred to the dates on her tombstone 
From the beginning . . . to the end. 

He noted that first came her date of birth. 
And spoke the following date with tears. 
But he said what mattered most of all 
Was the dash between those years. 

For that dash represents all the time 
That she spent alive on earth ... 
And now only those who loved her 
Know what that little line is worth. 

For it matters not, how much we own; 
The cars .. . the house .. . the cash. 
What matters is how we live and love 
And how we spend our dash. 

So think about this long and hard . . . 
Are there things you'd like to change? 
For you never know how much time is left. 
That can still be rearranged. 

People's Pulpit 

If we could just slow down enough 
To consider what's true and real, 
And always try to understand 
The way other people feel. 

And be less quick to anger, 
And show appreciation more 
And love the people in our lives 
Like we've never loved before. 

If we treat each other with respect, 
and more often wear a smile . . . 
Remembering that this special dash 
Might only last a little while. 

So, when your eulogy's being read 
With your life's actions to rehash .. . 
Would you be proud of the things they say 
About how you spent your dash? 

Author unknown 
taken off the net 

submitted by Bob Stone 
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FcG Securities Corporation 
11 Holland Avenue, Suite 715 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4S1 
Telephone (613) 761-7455 
Telefax (613) 761-7456 
E-mail bkerr@achilles.net 

Bruce Kerr, BA, CFP 

LeeAnn McKinstry 
Service Manager 

TRANSAMERICA 
LIFE COMPANIES 

MORLEY E. PAGET 
Insurance Broker 

(613) 592-7689 

Life, Disability and Group Insurance, RASP'S, RRIF'S 

STEPHENS AUTO WRECKERS 

WE BUY WRECKS 
We pick up complete cars free 

Used Auto Parts · 
Lot 20, Concession 10, 

Stittsville, Ontario 

BOOSTING & TOWING 

Bus: 836-2442 
Res: 836-5990 Prop. Norm Stephens 

I\ Ol'v'l:iiON 01 M/1. T I WICINI Y I N I CO liD 

-~·-FEED & SEED (1982) LTD. 

6001 Hazeldean Road 
Stittsville, Ontario 
KOA3GO Office: 836-6880 

Ann K. Piche 
Project Management & 
Organizational Administration 

email: akpiche@hotmail.com 

)ISr~ 
Training, Docun1entation and Quality AssuranC(' 

Peter A. lo<ul'.s<: 
Prejden: 

16131 836-5:£95 

120 Elm Oescen· 
S:ir:S\Iile. On:crio 

1(2:; lPl 

Bring us your dreams, 
We can make them come true. 

MATT W. WIGNEY 
President (613) 836-6888 

P.O. Box 955 Stittsville, Ontario K2S 181 

www.wigneyhomes.com 
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Proprietor 

SPECIALIZING IN 
QUALITY REPAIRS & SERVICE TO ALL 

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC VEHICLES 
SINCE 1984 

836-2284 

FRANK MAVIGLIA 
2076 Carp Road 

Carp, Ontario 

D.C.G. ENTERPRISES 

DON C. GILLEN AMWAY DISTRIBUTOR 

~[dine ![itz(jera[tf 
Freelance Writer 

(Including Technical Writing) 

Res. (613) 836-3970 Off. (819) 953-3498 
32 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

~;£;t:>:~.7~?!l:ti1;~~~;;z~.Y~;~) 
If. . Experienced Artist ~ 
~~ Private Tuition . ~ 

·~· Has vacancies for students ( 11 . years and up) ~ 
Fridays from 4:00- 5:00pm 8,.; 

1 hour lesson plus 1 hour set homework. ~. 1 
12 MEADOWMIST COURT Training the hand & eye, perspective, figure, g;. 

STITISVILLE, ONTARIO K2S 189 ~ light & sh~de, colour, expll?re different ~"1 

I--------(-6-13_}_8_36--2-2_2_9---------~~:,~~Eii~~~~!¥lk~~~ 
r, AVON F; 

Save time for your family and friends 
Shop AVON! 

Gifts, skin care, fashions and more! 
Call me for the latest brochure 

Leah Thomas 836-1457 

111 1 m m t:s 1msn1 
BRADLEY'S 

"YOUR INDEPENDENT GROCER" 

Full Service Supermarket 
Deli - Fresh Meat - Floral 

Bakery - Produce - No Name 
and President's Choice Products 

Stittsville Shopping Centre 
(613) 831-3123 

1300 Main Street 

STORE HOURS 
MON-SAT8am-9pm,SUN10am-5pm 
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ONTARIO AND CANADA LAND SURVEYOR 

PAUL A. RIDDELL, O.L.S., C.L.S . 

5 · 77 Auriga Dr. 
(Rideau Heights Business Park) 
Nepean , ON K2E 7Z7 
Tel: (6 13) 225-8513 
Fax: (6 13) 225-9816 

P.O. Box 721 
Stittsville . 0:-.1 K2S I A9 

Tel : (613) 836-2392 

Gerry Kroll 
Computer Consulting 

Basic to Advanced 

(613) 836-3970 
32 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

Let's Talk 
,5 Auto & Equipment R 

Bruce epairs 
15 Sweetnam Drive, unit 603 

25 Years Experience 
After 5 pm Repair upon Request 

(613) 836-6511 
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