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Dear Friends, 

I t' s Sunday night after a very 
busy few weeks. All kinds 
of images are drifting 

through my mind. Pancakes and 
ashes and purple and study 
groups set the backdrop. It's 
Lent. The Parish Council Re
treat is completed and pictures 
of a group of people gathering in 
Galilee Retreat House on the 
treed banks of the Ottawa River 
are in front of my mind's eye. 
The group is gathered to learn, 
to exchange ideas, to get to know 
each other better. I'm not sure 
I've ever been with such an open, 
pleasant and capable gathering 
of people. We are really blessed 
with the gifts this Parish Coun
cil brings to Saint Thomas' . Then 
comes the Parish Ministry Re
view. Parishioner after parish
ioner stands up in both services 
to summarize the outstanding 
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strengths of our parish and look 
ahead to where we are going to 
improve. It is an impossible task 
to shrink all the information they 
have gathered down to 3 or 4 
minutes, but they do it. What 
gifts of faithfulness they bring. 

Do we really know how 
blessed we are? God has brought 
to this community exactly the 
variety of gifts we need not just 
to meet our own needs, but to be 
a light to the community around 
us and the shrinking, aching 
world in which we live. We have 
been blessed in order that we 
may bless others. When Jesus 
talks to his disciples about faith
ful stewardship (Luke 12: 48) he 
reminds them that "From every
one to whom much has been 
given, much will be required; 
and from the one to whom much 
has been entrusted, even more 
will be demanded." And I stir 
uneasily at the reminder that we 
are only stewards ofthe gifts we 
have been given. They are not 
meant to be used selfishly, not 
meant to be used just in our 
parish. 

The world has changed much 
throughout recorded history. For 
many it's a scary place. It needs 
our gifts. Listen to Cyprian, a 
third-century Christian martyr: 

This is a cheerful world as I 

see it from my garden under the 
shadows of my vines. But if I 
were to ascend some high moun
tain and look over the wide lands, 
you know very well what I would 
see: brigands on the highways, 
pirates on the sea, armies fight-

. ing, cities burning; in the am
phitheatres men murdered to 
please the applauding crowds; 
selfishness and cruelty and mis
ery and despair under all roofs. 
It is a bad world, Donatus, an 
incredibly bad world. But I have 
discovered in the midst of it a 
quiet and holy people who have 
learned a great secret. They are 
despised and persecuted, but 
they care not. They are masters 
of their souls. They have over
come the world. These people, 
Donatus, are the Christians
and I am one of them. 

Cyprian died for his faith. 
Many more are dying for their 
faith even as you read this. Since 
we are fortunate enough not to 
be tested in such a way, let's 
aspire to live for our faith. Some
how if God is God and Christ is 
Lord we can't remain tepid. So 
let's celebrate our gifts joyfully 
by using them for the benefit of 
a world that is dying for them. 

God bless, 
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April4 

AprilS 

Aprilll 
April12 

April15 
April16 

April18 
April19 

April20 

April21 
April23 
April23 

May6 
May7 
May21 

June4 
June 18 

Schedule of Events 

April 
Study: Wink What if Nations, Companies and Churches had Angels? 
7:30-9 pm Council Room 
Wednesday Lenten Service 9 am Church 
Video Bible Study: That the World May Know #5, 9:30am Council Room 
Wednesday Lenten Service 7 pm Church 
Study: Wink: How You See The World 7:30-9 pm Council Room 
Wednesday Lenten Service 9 am Church 
Video Bible Study: That the World May Know #6, 9:30am Council Room 
Wednesday Lenten Service 7 pm Church 
Used Toy and Clothing Sale 9 am- 12:30 Parish Hall 
Palm Sunday Liturgy 8:30 am Church 
Palm Sunday Liturgy 10:30 am Church 
Study: Wink: Praying for the Big Picture 7:30- 9 pm Council Room 
Wednesday Lenten Service 9 am Church 
Video Bible Study: That the World May Know #7, 9:30am Council Room 
Wednesday Lenten Service 7 pm Church 
Maundy Thursday: Seder Supper 6 pm, Tenebrae and Stripping of the Altar 
7 pmChurch 
Good Friday 10 am Church 
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service of Light 6 am, followed by breakfast at Church 
Easter Services 8:30 and 10:30 am 

May 
Time and Talent Auction 7 pm, (dinner before in Parish u., m 
Divine Connection Choir visiting 10:30 am Church 
Senior Appreciation Sunday 10:30 am Church 

June 
Harvest House Choir visiting 10:30 am Church 
Sunday School Picnic noon 

From tile Editor's De sit Five beloved families have recently 
pulled up stakes (or will immi
nently). Happily John and Merilee 
Clarke are actually moving closer 
(can't get much closer than the 
former rectory!) . The others? Tum 
to pages 6 and 7! Please feel free to 
supply me with news you'd like to 
sharewithourchurchfamily. We'd 
like to rejoice with you, cheer for 
you, cry with you, keep in touch. 

send in your changes) for our par
ish e-mail directory. 

As our community and parish 
grows and we welcome new faces, 
we also at times have to sadly bid 
farewell to loved ones who move 
away. An idea came to me as I was 
considering how to keep in touch 
with those who move away. Why 
not a page (or 2) devoted to "church 
family news": moves, graduations, 
new jobs, new babies, etc!! A new 
feature is born! You'll find this 
item on pages 6 and 7 in this issue. 
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While on the subject of keep
ing in touch, please send me your e
mail addresses (and remember to 

The deadline for the next Peo
ple's Pulpit is May 21st. Keep up 
the great writing! 

Trish Irwin-Kitt 

People's Pulpit 
e-mail address: 
kitt @magi.com 

~=··=· ·· ···+· · ······· ···· 
Deadline for next issue: 

May 21,2000 
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A Word from Andrea ... 

W hat a busy time we have 
had since the last edi
tion of the People's 

Pulpit. The time seems to be fly
ing! 

Advent and Christmas were 
very special for me this year as I 
was priested in November and 
therefore able to share in celebrat
ing the Eucharist with Sally. We 
are a sacramental people and the 
privilege of celebrating the Eucha
rist is beyond description. Thank 
you, all of you, for your support 
and encouragement as I find my 
way through this next phase of train
mg. 

So what have I been up to? 
January seemed to fly by. Eric 

and I spent a wonderful weekend 
with 20 young adults as we ex
plored the last week of Jesus life. 
The enthusiasm of these Challeng
ers and their desire to know Jesus is 
truly uplifting and gives me such 
hope for the Christian church. Their 
desire to be faithful to the gospel 
and still live in society is awe
inspiring. I have learned so much 
from them. As Spiritual Director 
for the Challenge Movement in our 
diocese I get to "hang out" with 
them on a regular basis and I invite 
any of you who would like to join 
us to come out to Challenge events. 
They meet the first Sunday of the 
month for worship as well as other 
activities throughout the month. 
Locations vary - talk to me or any 
Challenger for details. 

I am now doing quite a bit of 
outreach work in our community. I 
am volunteering as an on-call chap
lain at the Queensway Carleton 
Hospital. The QCH is the primary 
service hospital for Stittsville and 
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we have parishioners who work 
there. There is a full time chaplain 
at the QCH but she can't handle 24-
7. I am also part of a peri-natal 
bereavement team that was begun 
with the opening of the Childbirth 
unit. This team responds when 
there is a still birth or miscarriage. 
Our pastoral care team here at St. 
Thomas is also going to be doing 
one day a week visiting patients 
and Sally and I will be assisting 
with that as needed. If you would 
like more information about any of 
these groups, or how you can get 
involved just ask. 

Another area that I have been 
involved in is nursing and retire
ment homes and how we can serv
ice them. A committee has been 
formed to look at what is needed 
now and what will be needed in the 
future as our population ages. It is 
a very complex issue and, as do 
many things, it boils down to peo
ple power and dollars. 

South Carleton High School in 
Richmond is attended by many of 
our young people. I am now doing 
pastoral care at the high school. 
Although it has not been widely 
known, there have been chaplains 
in our high schools for many years . 
I am in the school Fridays from 11 
to 1, and I meet with the kids on a 
causal basis in the cafeteria and 
also take appointments and refer
rals. It is a ministry that I feel is 
very needed, as the stress on our 
young people is very high - espe
cially the peer pressure, fear of the 
future, and the chaos that surrounds 
their lives every day. Ifl chat with 
a young person at the sc ool, the 
fact that we met and the discussion 
we had is confidential, unless they 

have asked me to speak with their 
parents. Please mention to your 
teenager if they attend South, or 
any high school, that there is some
one there to chat with in confi
dence. 

I will also take this opportunity 
to thank those of you who have 
responded to my pleas for items 
that are needed. A wheelchair has 
been found, a baby change table, 
drivers, visitors, food, and the most 
important, prayers. Thank you from 
the recipients and from me. 

As time moves on, so does our 
need to take stock of who we are. 
How many times a day do I realize 
how fortunate I am, that God loves 
me and that He provides for me. 
What can I do to respond to that 
love? As I work in our community 
of Stittsville, I realize more and 
more how blessed I am and also 
how much pain there is in other 
families, usually through no fault 
of their own. How is God calling 
me to respond to others - to pray or 
be present for them? How is God 
calling you? Every year during 
Lent we have a time to reflect on 
who this loving God is, and how 
Jesus gave his life on the cross for 
each and every one of us. How can 
we walk with Jesus to the cross? 
Can I give up or take on something 
to help someone else- maybe time, 
money, or prayers? Can you? 

Andrea Thomas 
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Church Family News 

Are you moving? Is there a new baby in your family? Has someone in your family graduated from school/ 
college/ university or started a new job? Are you finally "on-line"?!! Have you any news you'd like to share with 
our church family? Send it in and we'll print it in our new "church family news" page. 

AI and Non Roffey 
Temporary address: 

Apt. 1615, 350 Seneca Hill Drive 
Toronto, ON 

M2J 4S7 
E-mail: alroffey@home.com 

Phone: 416-498-9464 

Aland Non are awaiting com
pletion of their new seniors apart
ment building but are frustrated 
that their move-in date has been set 
back by construction delays. Itmay 
be August before they are able to 
move in. AI says they can see the 
building from their current apart
ment windows (they are on the 16th 
floor) and they drive by the con
struction site regularly to see the 
progress. They say they miss eve
ryone. Non especially misses her 
pals from the Saturday morning 
ladies' breakfasts. They said to say 
hello from them to everyone at St. 
Thomas. 

Joe and Peggy Beckett 
New Address: 
Box 4A, R.R. 3 
Maberly, ON 

KOH2BO 
Phone: 613-268-2443 

"We have talked about down-siz
ing sometime in the next few years, 
but put our house up for sale in 
January as the market was 'hot'. 
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Jim and Shirley Sharkey 
New address: 

2944 Main Street 
Hillsborough, NB 

E4H2Y9 
E-mail: sharkeys@nbnet.nb.ca 

Phone: 506-734-2017 

Last fall, Jim and Shirley felt 
they were called by God. Jim would 
retire and they would move to New 
Brunswick to see where the need 
was for spiritual growth and re
freshment. After checking out sev
erallocations in the Maritimes they 
felt the house in Hillsboro just out
side Moncton was suitable for their 
needs. The purchase of the house 
and sale of their Stittsville resi
dence went quickly and smoothly
a sign that they were on the right 
path. 

To our shock it sold in two and a 
half days! with a closing March 31. 
What a scramble to pack and pitch 
-- or is it pitch and pack? 

As to where we are going, your 
guess is as good as mine. We will 
stay with friends and our daughter 
until the ice is gone from Silver 
Lake (so we can have water), con
tinue Joe's retirement project -
building a year-round vacation 

They have now taken up resi
dence and attended the nearest 
Anglican Church where they felt 
they were warmly welcomed. They 
have joined a Study Group and 
Shirley has been invited to join a 
Wednesday morning Fellowship 
with other ladies. 

The house is almost organized 
by now--those of you who know 
Shirley well will understand when 
I say pictures have been hung al
ready and the furniture rearranged 
until they were comfortable, and 
painting the bathroom has been a 
priority. Some things never change. 

Shirley and Jim miss every
one very much but they feel confi
dent this is where God is leading 
them. As Shirley says, "God, give 
me patience--and soon!" 

home -- and take the summer to 
look around Stittsville for a small 
house, either for the two of us, or 
somewhere we can join our daugh
ter, a place to put our heads when I 
find it too lonely at the lake. Again, 
like the Sharkeys, we feel God is in 
control here as everything has gone 
so smoothly. But that's where the 
similarity ends." 

Peggy 
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More Church Family News! 

Trish and Chris Pye 
New Address: 

490 MacLaren Street 
Ottawa, ON 
KlR 5K6 

E-mail: trishpye@home.com 
Phone: 567-1198 

Greetings everyone: 
Chris and I have settled into 

our new home at 490 MacLaren. 
The move took 3 days. Seven hours 
to pack, seven hours to load and 
another seven to unload. Main com
ment from the moving men was, 
"You have a lot of stuff lady." 
Before he could even set up his 
office, the big tasks for Chris were 
putting in the phone system for the 
computers and rebuilding the stu
dio control room. Both tasks are 
now completed, but not without a 
few frustrations and a lot of work. 
Completing the long-awaited al
bum is our greatest priority since a 
few of you too are patiently await
ing the CD. 

"Thank you" to those who have 
sent cards, brought house-warm
ing gifts (the edible ones were deli
cious), or phoned to see how we're 
getting along. We enjoy the me
nagerie of wildlife that frequent 
our garden, they could take their 
comedy act on the road. The house 
is "home" already and we' renearer 
our kids, which is nice. For those of 
you interested in which church we 
settled on, we're attending St. 
George's on Metcalfe at Somerset. 

Come check out the new digs 
sometime, we' re just a phone call 
away. 
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God bless you all, 
Trish Pye 

John and Merilee Clarke 
New Address: 

2 Carleton Street 
Stittsville, ON 

E-mail: 
john.clarke5@ sympatico.ca 

Phone: 831-7704 

Hi! This is just a note to let 
everyone know how thrilled we are 
to be moving into 2 Carleton Street. 
Not everyone lives next door to so 
many wonderful neighbours. 

Everyone we've spoken with 
has already warmly welcomed us 
even though our moving date isn't 
until April 8th. 

Our friends and family are ral
lying around us to help us move. A 
few more hands to help us unload 
in Stittsville would be greatly ap
preciated. Already, some of our 
terrific neighbours have offered to 
clean the old rectory before it be
comes our new home. 

Once we've moved in we plan 
to renovate the kitchen as quickly 
as we can. We also want to re-do 
the bathrooms and do some paint
mg. 

It is totally amazing to us how 
smoothly the whole process of sell
ing and buying has gone. Any an
ticipated problems never even ap
peared. The first time I was in the 
rectory I felt it would make a won
derful home for John, myself and 
our three teenagers, Shaun, Ashlee 
and Kevin. I'm sure that, some
how, this move is fitting in with 
God's plans for our future. 

Thanks for all your good 
wishes. 

Merilee and John 

- ~ ';li\ 
·•·"!~ 

The Alpha Course 

The arrival of spring means 
we are finishing our seventh Alpha 
Course at St. Thomas Stittsville. 
Although Alpha is a learning 
course, we do it in friendly, light
hearted manner. Most people say 
the fellowship and support is the 
best thing about the course. Each 
weekly session begins with an in
formal dinner (we cook- you re
lax), followed by a video talk, and 
ends with a group discussion. 

We have received a number 
of requests from people who would 
like to repeat the Alpha course. 
Normally, Alpha is a one-time 
course. However, if there is enough 
interest, we may consider offering 
a special Alpha for "repeaters" us
ing either the original Alpha course 
videos or a new series called A Life 
Worth Living (also by Nicky 
Gumbel) . Let us know if you are 
interested in this. 

We also hope to put a float in 
the Stittsville parade featuring Al
pha to spread the word about the 
course and invite participants for 
the next courses. If you have any 
ideas or want to help, talk to Eric 
Thomas, William Passmore or Gil
lian Mattock. 

Stay tuned for the dates of our 
next Alpha course in the fall. 

Eric Thomas 
Alpha Coordinator 
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Sunday School Report 

W e have entered the 
Twenty-first Century 
with 71 children regis

tered in our Sunday School. Need
less to say we can certainly make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord!!! Our 
gathering time with Don can get 
quite loud at times, especially when 
we get into singing some of our old 
favourites. Classes are going very 
well. The children all seem to be 
enjoying the programme and the 
teachers have proved themselves 
to be an extremely dedicated bunch, 
so they must be enjoying them
selves too. So, come on all those of 
you who haven't given it a try yet, 
Sunday School is fun!!! As ever, 
my thanks do go out to the team of 
hard worldng people who bring 
"Veggie Town" and "The inviting 
Word" to, the children each week. 
You're doing an awesome job. 
Thanks also to the members of our 
Youth who are helping out on a 
regular basis. We do have teaching 
spaces available between now and 
July, so please do sign up. Who 

knows, you may learn some inter
esting stuff! 

In February we had our last big 
Social Event of the Year (that 
doesn't mean that we're not in
volved with the Parish Picnic mind 
you!)- our annual Pizza and Games 
Night. This year we had 10 families 
gather to eat J o J o' s pizza, and a 
couple of other families joined us 
later to play games. The munchies 
were great and the games were 
many and varied. This year we tried 
a few different things, including a 
Riddle Quest to earn dessert, good 
ole donut holes! Ourevening ended 
with a very exciting game of Cha
rades. We have some very talented 
actors out there. How would you do 
"Pocahontas"? It was great fun -
thanks to all who helped out! 

As we enter this season of Lent, 
our thoughts have turned to a Lenten 
Project. The Sunday School has 
traditionally made banners for the 
Church at this time of year. Our last 
one was the "New Life in Christ" 
theme, symbolized by the butter-

Looking ahead to the 
Women's Retreat 

Hello ladies! Are you look
ing for fun, relaxation and 
at least one day without 

preparing any meals at all? If so, 
why don't you plan to join us for 
the Ladies Retreat on October 13th 
to 15th. This year our retreat will 
be led by Sally Gadd and rumour 
has it that she does good retreats! 

It will be held at Galilee House 
in Arnprior. .. "a retreat facility with 
over 100 acres of tall pines on the 
OttawaRiver. .. Just45 minutes west 
of downtown Ottawa, guests can 
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experience a contemplative atmos
phere with space for peaceful walks 
and quiet talks ... Guests are invited 
to use the private beach, canoe, 
tennis courts, volleyball, badmin
ton, bicycles and other recreational 
facilities." 

Are you interested yet? 
We have reserved 30 single 

rooms which means there are still 
at least 27 up for grabs. And it gets 
even better. .. the price for this week
end is $110.00 per person, several 
dollars less than last year. 

Thanks, 
Teachers 

flies. At the end of last year the 
Sunday School adopted the symbol 
of the early Christian Church, the 
fish, as its own. We had this logo 
printed on our new T -shirts and on 
pencils, along with our motto, "You 
can make a difference." So, for our 
Lenten Project this year we de
cided to continue with the theme. 
Gillian Mattock and I designed and 
made a beautiful watery landscape, 
and each of the children was asked 
to decorate a felt fish to swim in our 
sea oflove. As I write this, the final 
project is still a work in progress, 
but come Easter I'm sure we will 
have a spectacular offering to make 
to the Church. 

Once again, many thanks to 
ALL who work so hard in our Chil
dren' s Ministry. 

Yours in Christ, 
Georgina Purchase. 

We are working on the regis
tration forms which will be out 
soon. In the meantime, you can 
give your name to Sandra Double 
(836-6279) or myself (836-5417) 
and we will reserve a room for you. 

Looking ahead ... 
Candace Sampson 
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More About Sout h Sudan 

T hank you everyone for pa
tiently listening to my rants 
about Sudan. I have been 

asked, "What's special about Sudan? 
Bad things happen all over the world." 
I would like to address this very 
legitimate question. 

For me personally, the answer is 
initially that someone standing in 
front of me told me what is happen
ing in his homeland, and one thing 
led to another. Later Sally kindly 
gave up a sermon time, and Justin 
stood in our church and delivered a 
message that people said was memo
rable. 

Having now read many reports 
from Sudan, I can also provide some 
objective answers. 

Firstly, many ofthe victims are 
Anglicans. Does this · make their 
suffering any more worthy of relief? 
Of course not. But surely it should 
mean something to us that our spir
itual ancestors (and actual ones, those 
of us with British origins) sold these 
tribes the Anglican version of Chris
tianity. They are very devout and 
direct Anglicans too, in my observa
tion anyway. I sometimes feel like a 
poor excuse for a Christian, as I am 
sure many of us do from time to time. 
Hanging around with these people 

can be an inspiration. 
Secondly, the agony in Sudan 

has been going on for decades. No
where else since World War II, to 
reverse Churchill's famous phrase, 
has so much suffering been endured 
by so many for so long. 

Thirdly, I think it quite possible 
that a large part of the Christian world 
is in peril. The brutal and fanatical 
National Islamic Front government 
of Sudan openly states its intention 
to Islamise the whole of Sudan, then 
start work on the rest of the world. 
It's hard to imagine them getting far 
in the west, but the poor and unstable 
countries of Africa, containing large 
numbers of Christians, are in great 
danger once the NIF subjugates or 
kills off the tribes of southern Sudan 
and buys more high-tech weaponry 
with the proceeds from oil. Sudan is 
not the only Muslim-ruled country 
where they persecute Christians, just 
the most egregious example, right 
now. 

Fourthly, a Canadian oil com
pany provides financial resources to 
the NIF. Talisman Energy claims 
that the NIF assures them that oil 
money will not fund war efforts , but 
the NIF tells its own people a differ
ent story. 

In an article for the Ottawa Citi
zen (which I have been told will 
probably get printed soon, maybe 
before this is) I directly criticize the 
Anglican Church of Canada for its 
inaction on Sudan. While Anglican 
churches there are bombed, burned 
and bulldozed, the ACC makes no 
public outcry, or at least none that I 
have seen, and I have asked the Dio
cese directly about this. 

It gives me no pleasure to criti
cizeour Bishop, whom both Margaret 
and I like and respect as a good 
Christian leader. But the public si
lence of the ACC on Sudan is truly 
inexcusable, in my view. 

I drew a clear distinction be
tween the "official ACC" and ordi
nary churchgoers, such as those peo
ple who turned out on a very cold 
Monday in February to "show some 
white faces" at the demonstration 
where the Sudanese protested our 
government' s inaction on the Harker 
report. I want to thank those people 
again, very much, and also those 
who told me they would have come if 
they could have, and those who could 
not be there but kept us in their 
thoughts and prayed for us and for 
south Sudan. 

Roger Stone 

People's Warden's Report 
1999 was a very eventful year 

for me. I completed my first year as 
head of the Altar Guild, sat on parish 
council, joined in Bible studies, took 
part in many different Church serv
ices, and most importantly, met many 
wonderful people at St. Thomas. 

2000 looks like it will be just as 
busy. This will be my first year serv
ing as People's Warden for St. Tho
mas. When I ask myself why I took 
on this position, my response is that 
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I like serving the church and the 
people. I have learnt through the Al
tar Guild, that the little things we can 
do for each other mean so much. 
Ministering to each other, is to me a 
very important part of our church. I 
look forward to working with Sally, 
Andrea and Ken Kirk (the Rector's 
Warden), on corporation and with 
parish council. I also look forward to 
serving all of you as members of our 
church. 

I have found serving as head of 
the Altar Guild (a position I am con
tinuing) a very rewarding experience. 
I have no doubts that serving as Peo
ple's Warden will be just as reward
ing. 

I wish you all a most beautiful 
Easter. 

God' s Blessings, 
Nicky Swann 
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Y
ou know, we're really for 
tunate to live in a peaceful 
country like Canada. I lis

ten to Roger giving us updates on 
the atrocities in the Sudan, and to 
Gillian telling us of the plight of the 
many refugees she has had deal
ings with. How awful it must be to 
live your life in fear and oppres
sion. How awful it must be to go to 
one of these war-tom countries and 
see what is really going on. I re
cently watched a British-made 
drama on TVO called "Warriors" 
and, for the first time in my life, felt 
the impact of what it must be like to 
have to deal with such a nightmare. 
It was one of those programmes 
that you start watching and then 
tum off because you just know that 
there isn't going to be a happy 
ending, and yet something draws 
you to watch the next episode, in 
the hope that it will all work out 
right. Let me share some of what I 
learned. You may find it thought
provoking too. 

The story starts out in the UK, 
introducing you to five lads from 
around the country who are on leave 
from military service. One of them 
is from Liverpool, like myself, and 
agreatsupporterofLiverpoolFoot
ball Club. One of them is in the 
throws of marriage preparations and 
another is soon to be a father. One 
is from a quiet farming background, 
but has just gone through the trag
edy of a farming accident in the 
family. The last, the Captain, has 
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"Warriors" 
a personal reflection 

returned from service in 
. After learning about 

of them and getting attached 
to the characters, as one is apt to do, 
they are recalled early and told that 
they are to be posted to Bosnia, as 
part of the Peace Keeping Mission. 
They are excited but apprehensive, 
full of the importance of the work 
they are to do. 

As the story progressed it re
ally brought home the atrocities 
that were going on, the futility of 
the work these lads were trying to 
do and the terrible toll it took on 
each of them. As Peace Keepers 
they were not able to evacuate peo
ple unless they were in an area that 
was under attack. To move them 
would have been considered assist
ing with the ethnic cleansing. One 
scene that stays with me is that of a 
shelter filled with women, children, 
babies and the elderly. The Peace 
Keepers go in and want to move 
them out as they have already dis
covered similar shelters burned out, 
but they are not allowed to, and are 
told to leave, knowing that these 
people will surely die. They do 
actually go on to evacuate these 
people against orders, because they 
can't bring themselves to leave them 
to die. They go through terrible 
trials: the sifting through of mass 
graves, the trading of the living for 
the bodies of the dead, the loss of 
friends and colleagues to land 
mines, the discovery of civilians 
slaughtered and homes ruined -
things that are so alien to us here in 
Canada. 

Perhaps the most poignant part 
of the story occurred when they 
finally returned home. How does 
one deal with normal life when 
carrying around all that baggage? 

For the Liverpudlian even to go to 
a football game was torture, with 
the noise and the crowds a constant 
reminder of all he'd been through. 
For the young man who was to 
become a father he found himself 
emotionally barren. How could he 
get so excited about one tiny baby 
when he had seen so many killed so 
cruelly? One of the lads felt that 
they had achieved so little that he 
returned to Bosnia as an Aid 
Worker, saying that he would de
vote the rest of his life to trying to 
help. The Captain was reassigned 
back toN. Ireland. He attempted to 
take his own life rather than wit
ness more senseless destruction. 
The strong arms of a friend who 
understood what he was going 
through saved him. Superimposed 
on all this were the interviews in
vestigating War Crimes against 
Humanity. The person doing these 
interviews obviously had no idea 
what these people had been through, 
the impact of what they had seen 
and had to do. She was so caught up 
in the "You' re heroes" and "You 
got a medal", the supposed glam
our of the job, that she really 
couldn't appreciate what they were 
telling her. The only thing she found 
real was the glory! 

If "Warriors" did nothing else, 
it certainly made war real and made 
me think. My prayers are with all 
the victims, including our young 
people who go to these places to 
help and come back so terribly 
scarred that they will never again 
lead normal lives . Thank God for 
their fortitude and their wonderful 
work, but please help us to under
stand who the victims are, and help 
us to help them too. 

Georgina Purchase 
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T he Friday night Christian 
youth group is still very 
active. Wehavebeenmeet

ing on the second Friday night 
(check my door for dates) . Kathryn 
Witney and I have been enjoying 
the meetings as we get to do things 
we haven't done since we were ten. 
In March, "3 Ring Binder" came to 
St. Thomas and about 50 of us 
danced and sang our way through 
two hours of wonderful Christian 
music. Although the band per
forms many contemporary hits, they 
also played songs they wrote them
selves. They were incredible! These 
are very gifted songwriters, singers 
and musicians and we all really 
enjoyed ourselves. Hopefully they 
can come back soon. 

On alternating Friday nights, 
at the request of some teens, I will 
be opening up the church hall as a 
drop in area. It will be open from 
7:30 until 9:00pm for those 13 to 
16 years old. It is not just for 
parishioners but anyone, so bring 
your friends. There is no program, 
but the ping-pong table will be avail
able, you can sit around and talk, 
play music, cards, games etc. I will 
be in the background and I am there 
as the facilities supervisor. 

Experience has shown me that 
kids who stay busy in constructive 
active events tend to make good 
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What's Up with the Youth Programs? 

choices as they reach the later teen 
years where the pressure to rebel 
becomes more intense. Through 
our youth programs, we offer these 
kind of activities centred around 
the Christian way of life. There are 
many Diocesan programs open to 
our youth such as 'New Begin
nings' for 13 to 15 yearolds; 'Chal
lenge' for 16 to 25 years; a week
end with the renowned Jean Vanier 
for 18 to 30 years; and a canoeing/ 
outdoors trip to Caledonia in Au
gust for 12 to 18's. There are also 
many parish groups and special 
events. Many of these programs, 
such as Jean Vanier and Caledonia 
are once-in-a-lifetime opportuni
ties. 

However, there is lot of com
petition for our kid's time: youth 
group or go to a party? Church or a 
sleep-over? Weekend camping re
treat or shopping and a movie? As 
much as our youth may be inter
ested or curious about these Chris
tian centred activities, they need 
our enthusiastic support and en
couragement - particularly from 
their parents. Please encourage 
your kids to consider the youth 
activities, help them to arrange their 
schedules so that they can attend 
Christian-centred activities as well 
as participate in other activities, 
and support them in their decisions 
either way. This support will also 
require parental action. Most of the 
kids need parents to drive them. 
Some need parents to remind them 
of the upcoming activities (our kids 
havealoton their minds too). If we 
are enthused and make these activi
ties a priority, the kids will too. 
Believe me, I know that on Friday 
evenings you are exhausted after a 
week at work, but that extra effort 

to bring your kids to Friday night 
youth group could pay off in later 
years. I believe that given the 
chance, the kids will discover that 
making friends with Jesus through 
Christian-centred events whether 
rock climbing, playing in a band, 
camping, and just talking about life 
will beat hanging out on the street 
corner or mall. But they need our 
active support and encouragement. 

Corning up in June is a week
end away for girls 10 to 14 years 
old. We are going to Camp IA WAH 
where we will wall climb, canoe, 
hike, play games and sing, sleep in 
bunk houses, eat, do leadership and 
friendship wire walks, crafts, and 
relax. The weekend is $50.00 and 
there are bursaries available. Please 
speak to me for more information 
or to let me know you want to go. 
The more we have, the better it can 
be. 

In January we went to a Sena
tors hockey game. It was a nail 
biter and wehadagreattime. Thank 
you to Mary Attwell for driving! 
The Senators scored with mere sec
onds to go in the third period and 
ouryouthjumped up and screamed, 
"We prayed that they would score 
and they did. Yeah God!" Every
one around us was witness to a 
group of faithful young Christians 
who believe and know that God 
answers prayers. (Albeit, maybe 
helping hockey games isn't usually 
on God's schedule.) 

Everyday I thank God for the 
kids of our parish, who never fail to 
surprise me and lift my heart with 
their frankness about how much 
God is in their lives and they know 
it! 

Andrea Thomas 
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The St. Thomas Welcome Mat 

The Parish of Saint Thomas 
wishes to extend a warm 
welcome to these recent ad

ditions to our church family. On 
the first opportunity available please 
offer them a special welcome! 

Lana and John WATERS 
324 Liard Street, 
STITTSVll..LE 

K2S 118 
831-6387 

We are happy to welcome Lana 
and John who joined us in October 
of last year. Lana is a Kingston 
native and John is from Toronto. 
Lana works for Nortel Networks as 
a Project Coordinator and 1 ohn is 
employed at Scott Paper in Hull as 
a Machinist. 

They are both animal lovers 
and share their home with three 
cats. John teaches a Motorcycle 
Rider Course with the Canada 
Safety Council and both John and 
Lanaenjoythesportofriding. John 
also plays the piano, which Lana 
says he does beautifully. 

You will meet them at the 10:30 
service where they are enjoying the 
fellowship of our parish family. 

Mavis GREENSTREET 
Room 119 - 1345 Main St. 

STITTSVILLE 
K2S 1V4 
836-8215 

Mavis was a resident of Ot
tawa for over thirty years before 
retiring to Perth with her husband, 
Jim. After Jim's passing in 1994, 
Mavis stayed in Perth for another 
five years but then decided last year 
to move into Stittsville, at the same 
time joining our parish. 
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Mavis has a daughter and a 

son, both of whom live in Eastern 
Ontario, and she has three grand
children- all girls- whoarenow 19, 
20 and 21 years old. All her grand
daughters are studying at either 
college or university. 

Reading is Mavis' passion and 
she has just finished reading 
"What's So Amazing about 
Grace?" by Philip Yancey, which 
she says was a WONDERFUL 
book; she also enjoys mystery writ
ings. Cryptic crosswords and 
Scrabble are also of great interest to 
her. Words are obviously an im
portant part of Mavis' life! 

Charlie and Pat HOPKINS 
8 Jacqueline Crescent, 

STITTSVILLE, 
K2S lMl 
836-9879 

Charlie and Pat joined us dur
ing the fall of 1999. They have 
lived in Stittsville for two years but 
were often away in Florida for the 
winter or spending time at the cot
tage during the warmer months. 
They have two sons, both of whom 
live in the Ottawa area. 

Charlie was a chemical engi
neer in industry for twelve years 
before becoming a High School 
teacher, a position from which he is 
now retired. Pat was, and still is, a 
homemaker. Their hobbies include 
an interest in crafts for Pat and 
reading and gardening for Charlie. 
They are already very friendly with 
one of our Parishioners, Pat Thorpe, 
who has been a good friend to them. 

You will meet the Hopkins at 
the 10:30 service, which they are 
enjoying. They say they appreciate 
our ministers very much. 

Susan PHILLIPS & 
Scott TAYLOR 
9 Sunnyside Drive, 

STITTSVILLE 
K2S 111 
831-1103 

Susan and Scott came to Stitts
ville from Cantley, Quebec, and 
joined our parish in September, 
1999. Susan originally comes from 
Orangeville, Ontario and Scott from 
Bristol's Hope, Newfoundland. 
They have two daughters, five year 
old Rachel and two year old Victo
ria. Rachel is enjoying one of our 
Sunday School classes and Victo
ria is in the nursery. 

Scott and Susan are both IT 
consultants and enjoy a number of 
hobbies, including reading and soc
cer for Scott, soft ball and reading 
for Susan. Susan is also active as a 
Sparks Leader and as a board mem
ber with the Stittsville Minor Soft 
ball Association. 

Wayne BLATCHLY 
3 Cloverloft Court, 

STITTSVILLE 
K2S 1T1 
836-5782 

Wayne met Sally when she was 
involved with St. Marks' church on 
Fisher A venue in Ottawa, a number 
of years ago. He joined our parish 
in January of this year. Wayne 
works at Ginn Photographic, a cam
era store on Catherine Street at 
Bank. 

If you are a Newcomer to our 
parish and have not been included 
in our Welcome Mat column, please 
call me at 836-3993. 

Ann K.Piche 
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Saint Thomas' Embarks on 
Education for Ministry 

E very baptized person is 
called to ministry. With that 
call there comes an appe

tite in many of us for further explo
ration in scripture, history and the
ology. We can't all leave our jobs 
and go off to university to satisfy 
that appetite. The Education for 
Ministry (EFM) course was devel
oped to address this situation. It 
began in the world of scholarship 
out of the continuing concern that 
truth is more important than igno
rance, that enlightenment is more 
Christ-like than darkness, and that 
education is vital for God's people. 

EFM is a world wide program 
developed by the Episcopal Church 
(American Anglicans) atthe School 
of Theology of the University of 
the South. It holds before us that the 
foundation for bringing Christ to 
the world lies in a Church empow
ered by an active theologically ar
ticulate laity . 

Thousands of people ave com
pleted the four year program. You 
enrol for one year at a time, Old 
Testament for the first year, New 
Testament for the second, Church 
History for the third, and Theology 
for the fourth. The course follows 

Parish Council Workshop 

M embers of Parish Coun
cil, listed on the inside 
front page cover, at

tended a workshop on Friday 
evening and all day Saturday March 
17-18 at the Galilee Mission Cen
tre in Arnprior. 

The Galilee House was ideal 
for the workshop with an atmos
phere of peace and harmony - the 
food was also great! 

Friday evening allowed us to 
explore our expectations for the 
workshop and ended with a joyful 
evening prayer. Thanks to our tal
ented Parish Council Secretary, Liz, 
and her well tuned guitar, we were 
able to sing the praises of our Lord. 

Saturday morning was a day of 
personal and group exploration 
during which we gained a deeper 
understanding of our personal and 
spiritual gifts. Several enjoyable 
exercises helped us recognize how 
we best like to interrelate with oth-
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ers and the impact of our behav
iours upon others individually and 
in groups. We now are better able 
to recognize the diversity within 
our group and how in a sharing and 
caring way we will be able to har
ness our individual and collective 
gifts to conduct more effective Par
ish Council meetings. One of the 
outcomes was a list of the behav
iours we wish to experience, the 
manner in which we wish to con
duct ourselves, during our Parish 
Council deliberations. The morn
ing concluded with the wonderful 
experience of our first Parish Coun
cil Eucharist. 

Saturday afternoon offered the 
opportunity for us to revisit our St. 
Thomas Mission, discuss the Par
ish Ministry Review findings and 
to undertake an abb reviated 
Visioning exercise. These activi
ties were highly productive and a 
very good learning exercise. Indi-

the academic year, meeting one 
evening a week for 9 months. 

Saint Thomas will begin this 
course in September of2000. 6-12 
people are required to start the 
course. There is an annual cost to 
the course (I'm trying to find out 
what it is in Canada), but this should 
not be a deterrent to anyone wish
ing to participate. 

Please talk to Sally or Ed Gadd 
if you are interested in EFM. 

viduall y and as a group I believe we 
are now more aware of our role, 
responsibilities and the issues that 
must be addressed over the next 
year. I am sure we also gained a far 
greater appreciation of the many 
challenges before us as a Parish and 
as a responsible Parish Council 
working for the benefit of our Con
gregation. Thanks to our Spiritual 
leaders, Sally and Andrea, our tal
ented musician and the enthusiasm 
and commitment of all participants 
the workshop was highly produc
tive and well worthwhile. 

Yours in Christ 
Ken Kirk 
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New Hymn Books Coming Soon 
to a Church Near You! 

T his year's Vestry meeting 
approved the acquisition of 
the new Common Praise 

Anglican hymn book. The choir 
has been singing new music from 
Common Praise since February. 

So why do we need anew hymn 
book? 

New hymn books appear with 
surprising regularity, coming out 
about every 25 years to reflect the 
changing context of the worship in 
which they are used. 

The core of our faith changes 
constantly. Styles of music go in 
and out of fashion. Language itself 
changes. Words that were familiar 
when wr,tten become incompre
hensible. :It is unlikely, for exam
ple, that we would sing "Hark how 
all the welkin rings" had not some 
more recent hymn book editor 
amended it to read "Hark the herald 
angels sing." (Welkin is an archaic 
term for the vault of the sky.) 

Changes in language, in musi
cal taste and style, changes in tech
nology, and the rise of new hymns 
- all are reasons given in 1908, 

The ACW has got off to a 
good start for the year 2000. 
We are pleased to have four 

new members join us. The Febru
ary and March meetings were given 
over to a Lenten Bible Study pre
sented by Sally, and enjoyed by all 
of us. We have held two afghan 
workshops and completed ten 

Page 14 

1938, 1971 and now, for producing 
new hymn books. For example, the 
1908 book was quite concerned 
about changes in language. Chang
ing the line in "Rock of Ages" from 
"when my eyestrings break in 
death" to "when mine eyelids close 
in death" reflected a change in com
mon understanding and use. So do 
many of the language changes in 
the 1998 Common Praise reflect 
the language sensitivities and 
understandings of today ("Rock of 
Ages," however, remains un
changed this time!). The main at
traction of the new book was the 
inclusion of many new contempo
rary hymns which address today's 
issues and liturgical thrust. 

In all the hymn books, the edi
tors realized that in order to incor
porate the "recent worthy compo
sitions" and to revive "old and for
gotten hymns," they had to omit 
tunes and hymns found in the pre
vious hymn book. It was their goal 
to reflect the change in m sical 
taste that their generation was ex
periencing, and Common Praise is 

afghans. Some will be sent to the 
North in the bales and some will be 
given to the Women's shelter here 
in Ottawa. 

We are also pleased to contrib
ute $1000.00 to the cost of an in
dustrial dishwasher being pur
chased by the ACM. 

Barbara J Swann 

no different. Hymn books evolve. 
They retain a majority of hymns 
already published. They rejuve
nate some hymns with updated lan
guage or music, without which 
many would fall into disuse. On 
occasion they bring back older 
hymns omitted from current edi
tions. And they seek out the best of 
the new hymns representing a grow
ing edge of faith and worship . 
Common Praise does all of the 
above. About a third of its approxi
mately 650 hymns have had some 
form of revision. More than half 
are modem enough to be still under 
copyright. 

We expect to start using Com
mon Praise this fall . Further details 
will be announced in the June edi
tion of the People's Pulpit. Also, 
you can read an excellent handout 
with more background information 
on Common Praise in the church 
office 

Pete Torunski 
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T he Parish Ministry Review 
Committee has been very 
busy with its work in deter

mining where the parish currently 
stands in its ministry of God's work. 
Also we have been working on a 
list of possible achievements. The 
list, for these purposes, is called "a 
healthy parish". This is not to sug
gest our parish is anything but 
healthy at the present time! These 
are suggestions for future improve
ments which the parish could work 
towards achieving within the next 
three or four years. In either words, 
we are trying to improve the health 
of the parish. Our hard work is 
corning together and we will have a 

E aster is definitely the Altar 
Guild's busiest time of the 
year. We take care of the 

Wednesday Lent services, make 
the palm crosses and decorate the 
Church for Palm Sunday. We also 
help strip the altar at the Maundy 
Thursday service and then put on 

People's Pulpit 

full report prepared for Parish Coun
cil at its April meeting. 

Once our report has approval 
of Parish Council, we will submit it 
to Bishop Peter for his considera
tion, after which he will be meeting 
with us at the Parish Council Meet
ing on May 17, 2000. At this meet
ing Bishop Peter will be discussing 
our comments about the parish and 
also discerning the areas to be cel
ebrated and addressed during the 
next three or four years. From this 
meeting the PMR committee will 
prepare a "Covenant" listing those 
specific items that we believe we 
are being called by God to do within 
the next few years. Then it is up to 

' . . ..._ ,.('lfs-c 

us to do our best to make some of 
those "healthy parish" ideas work 
for St. Thomas' Church, Stittsville. 

We are delighted to have had 
the opportunity to examine our
selves in this way and we are grate
ful that we were approached by the 
Bishop to consider this undertak
ing. We would also like to ac
knowledge and thank Kathleen 
O'Shea, who was our Parish Part
ner, for her generous guidance in 
this extensive endeavour. 

If anyone has any comments 
please call me at 836-3993. 

Ann K. Piche, 
Chairperson - PMR 

Easter Message 
from the Altar Guild 

the big Easter hangings for Easter 
Sunday. 

During Lent there are no flow
ers allowed in the Church. I think 
this is one of the reasons that flow
ers at Easter are so special. It is like 
corning out of a time of quiet and 
sparseness into a period of great 
life, beauty and celebration. Any
one who would like to make a do
nation for flowers in the Church at 
Easter, please consider signing the 
flower calendar in the Carleton 
street entrance. The Altar Guild 

flower envelopes are located next 
to the calendar. Just fill one out and 
put it in the collection plate, or drop 
it in the Altar Guild box in the 
Church office, or give it directly to 
me (Nicky Swann). If you have any 
questions, please call me at 836-
5283. Please try to have your order 
in by April 13 to allow the florist 
time to prepare our order. 

On behave of the Altar Guild I 
wish all of you many Easter Bless
mgs, 

Nicky Swann 
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Dishwasher in the 
Church Kitchen Soon 

Parish Council has approved 
the installation of a Swissh 
SQ25i commercial dish

washer in our Parish Hall kitchen. 
Funding for the dishwasher is pro
vided entirely by our Anglican 
Church Women and the Anglican 
Church Men. The dishwasher was 
the top item on the Parish's Wish 
List. 

After viewing the specifica
tions and prices of a number of 
different models, a selection com
mittee decided unanimously on the 
Swissh model. The Swissh model 
costs slightly more, but is very easy 
to operate; the soap is dispensed 
automatically. Also, the Swissh 
model uses only 3 litres of water 
per wash, and the wash time will be 
45 - 270 seconds per wash (yes, 
that's right!! The exact time will be 

Annual ACM 
Men's Getaway 

0 ur annual getaway will be 
at Galilee House, Am prior 
on 15-17 September 2000. 

Sally Gadd will be our facilitator, 
and all men are invited to attend. 

To give you an idea of what 
happens on the weekend, a typical 
half-day consists of perhaps 60 
minutes of examination and dis
cussion of a topic, then about the 
same amount of free time, then 60 
minutes of discussion and 60 of 
free time. This all takes place in an 
atmosphere of Galilee House, a 
former estate with over 100 acres 
oftall pines on the Ottawa River at 
the edge of Arnprior. Guests expe
rience a contemplative atmosphere 
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set depending on whether we're 
washing cups Sunday mornings or 
plates after a meal). 

A close runner-up was a Ho
bart model which was marginally 
cheaper than the Swissh, but ot as 
automatic, uses much more hot 
water, takes longer to wash and has 
a shorter warranty period. 

Plumbing and wiring for two 
dishwashers were built into the 
kitchen during construction in 1990, 
so installation will be very easy. 
You'll see it in full use at the roast 
beef supper before the Goods & 
Talent Auction on Saturday 6 May. 

Pete Torunski 

with space for peaceful walks and 
quiet talks. 

All meals and accommodation 
will cost $125. Last year's week
end was one to remember. Plan to 
attend this year. 

For information, contact Roger 
Stone, Pete Torunski or Sally Gad d. 

Goods and 
Talents Auction 

M ark your calendar now, 
so you don't miss the 
"Spring Festival of 

Goods and Talents Auction" night, 
which will take place in the Saint 
Thomas Church Hall on Saturday 
evening, May 6. 

The evening will start with a 
parish supper of hip of beef on a 
spit and other treats. After supper, 
the evening will see the auction 
sale of hundreds of donated goods 
and services provided by parish
ioners and local businesses. The 
auction will start at 7 PM, so why 
not take in both events? 

Free baby-sitting will be avail
able if desired, so bring the whole 
family. 

Although this event is organ
ized by our Anglican Church Men, 
many helping hands will be needed 
in selling or taking tickets, cooking 
and helping clean up afterwards. 
Please see Pete after church in the 
foyer if you can spare some time to 
do your part. 

You don ' t need to attend the 
dinner in order to come to the auc
tion; just come by 7 PM to join in 
the fun at the auction. 

Hope we see you there! 
Pete Torunski 
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Weddings 

Scott Gerald Smith and 
Christine Ann Whillans 

July 10, 1999 

John Lawrence Beal 
and Judith Lynn Barden 

September 4, 1999 

John Paul Lesage and 
Karen Alison Burke 

February 5, 2000 
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Cheeseman says: 
Stock up for Easter Delivery 

Through most of 1999 the Men's Fellowship Group has offered top 
quality cheese from the St. Albert Cheese Co-operative .Did you 
know that the co-op was founded in 1894? The cheeses are bargain 

priced and they are cut and vacuum sealed immediately before delivery. 
The shredded Mozzarella and Cheddar cooking cheeses may be kept for 
long periods of time in the freezer and used as required- great for pizza and 
casseroles! Our next order will be available for delivery or pick up before 
Easter. The cheeses available and prices per pack are : 

Cheese Approx. Price 300 gram 600 gram 

Extra Old Cheddar 4.25 8.50 
Old Cheddar 4.00 8.00 
Medium Cheddar 3.75 7.50 
Mild Cheddar 3.50 6.75 
Brick 3.50 7.00 
Farmer's Dill 3.50 7.00 
Farmer's Garlic 3.50 7.00 
Farmer's Hot Pepper 3.50 7.00 
Farmer's Jalapeno 3.50 7.00 
Monterey Jack 3.50 7.00 
Havarti 4.50 8.25 
Havarti Fine Herbs 4.50 .8.25 
Mozzarella (low in fat) 3.25 6.50 
Colby 3.50 7.00 
Envoi (low fat- 4 %) 4.25 8.50 
Swiss (Canadian) 4.00 7.75 
Mozzarella (shredded low in fat) 5.50 per 500 gram pack 
Curds 4.75 per 400 gram pack 
Cooking cheese (shredded) 4.50 per 400 gram pack 

Please give your order to either Scott Brown at 836 8352 or email: 
v.anneb@cyberus.ca or Gord Marshall at 836 7661. Thank you for your 
support. 

The Semi-Annual 
Children's Used Clothing & Toy Sale 

Saturday, April 15 
9 am - 12:30 pm 

St. Thomas Church Hall 

Tables available 
Info: Heather Carty 831-8716 
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St. Thomas Snowflake Bazaar 
and Craft Fair 

A group of twelve enthusi
astic parishioners met on 
February 29th to lay the 

plans for a newly formed Parish 
Snowflake Bazaar and Craft Fair. 
The planning meeting was opened 
with an inspirational prayer reflect
ing on the creativity of our Lord 
and a call that we may also use our 
gifts in creative ways as we work 
together. 

Special acknowledgment of the 
ACW effort and dedication over 
many years to start and build the 
original Snowflake Bazaar was 
highlighted as the base upon which 
the Parish bazaar can now build 
and expand .. 

The purpose of the Snowflake 
Bazaar and Craft Fair is first and 
foremost fellowship, the opportu
nity to use and share creative gifts 
and to have fun. The net result will 
be the development, display and 
sale of crafts and miscellaneous 
items which will gain revenue for 
the benefit of our Parish. 

The Snowflake Bazaar and 
Craft Fair will be a Parish wide 
activity, supported by Parish Coun
cil with all formal church groups 
and parishioners invited to partici
pate and contribute to it. 

Bev Marshall has volunteered 
to be the Head Convener for the 
forthcoming November Fair with 
suggested dates of November 4 or 
November 18. Other parishioners 
who have volunteered to convene 
specific activities include: 
• 1. Baking and Preserves: Bar-
bara Swann and Bev Cutts 
• 2. China, Crystal, Treasures 
and Miscellaneous: Bev Marshall 
and Peggy Beckett 
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• 3. Knitting and Crocheting 
(Toys): Barbara Swann 
• 4. Fabric - Sewing and Quilt
ing: Kirsten Maludzinski 
• 5. Tole and painting: Heather 
Kirk 
• 6. Christmas table- Christmas 
Crafts: Bev Marshall and Heather 
Kirk 
• 7. Woodworking and Tool 
Table: Ken Kirk 
• 8. Lamps, flower arrange
ments, wreaths, plants : Karen 
Sandor 
• 9. Jewelry: Dolly Mitchell and 
Nona Steadman 
• 10. Books: Candace Sampson 
• 11. Cheese Table: Gordon 
Marshall 
• 12. Clown Faces for Children, 
Fish Pond: J2A 
• 13. Carving, Rock Art: Eliza-
beth Gervais 
• 14. Luncheon: need volunteer 
• 15. "Chief Greeter": Peggy 
Beckett 

A number of other key posi
tions, besides the Conveners, need 
to be established and filled. These 
include a Treasurer, a Space Man
ager and an Advertising Manager. 

It was unanimously agreed that 
a space plan be prepared. This will 
be done once we know the scope of 
products, themes and groups to be 
involved. The intent is to use every 
possible space on all three levels of 
the church. The Worship Area, as 
in the past, will not be open for use 
at the fair. 

A number of special features 
are being planned and include: 
Theme Rooms/ Areas: Suggested 
themes are a Country Store, 

Childrens' Only Room, Tool Room 
etc. This good idea will be devel
oped as we learn what types of 
products will be available for the 
sale. 

Church Group Tables: Sug
gested that the Youth, Sunday 
School and other Parish groups such 
as Outreach may wish to have a 
table (and/or Theme Room). 

Please accept this article as an 
open invitation to all parishioners 
and church groups to participate in 
the November 2000 St. Thomas 
Snowflake Bazaar and Craft Fair. 
Part of the fun and fellowship is 
getting ready, using our creative 
talents and gifts and collecting and 
gathering all of those treasures that 
can be sold. 

A number of meetings will be 
held over the next several months 
as plans unfold and conveners or
ganize their activities. Notices will 
be placed in the Sunday Bulletin to 
keep you informed. If you wish 
more information, want to partici
pate or have "treasures", new or 
old, to contribute, please call Bev 
and Gordon Marshall, 836-7661, 
Heather and Ken Kirk, 836-5453 
or any of the other conveners listed 
above. 

We need you - Let's make our 
1st Annual, first of many St. Tho
mas Snowflake Bazaar and Craft 
Fairs a roaring success! 

Yours in Christ 
Ken Kirk 

People's Pulpit 



Refugee Sponsorship Update 

A 11 four parents of our two 
families from Kosovo have 
been attending an English 

as a Second Language course at 
Bay shore High school since Septem
ber 1999. The children have been 
attending local schools in Kanata, 
have picked up the English language 
pretty quickly, and are mostly doing 
very well with their studies. How
ever, the oldest sister, Nairne, who is 
14 years old, has found being a 
schoolgirl very difficult indeed. She 
had been used to helping her mother 
run the home back in Kosovo, and 
was not used to going to school and 
mixing with other children. Nairne 
had no self-confidence and found 
everything frightening. 

A mother in the Sponsorship 
Group, from St. John's, South March, 
volunteered to take this. child to the 
library every week to help her with 
her English, and has been gently in
troducing her to different aspects of 
Canadian life, such as evenings 'in' 
with her own daughters, shopping 
trips, and other outings. Nairne has 
had extra help at school and is begin-

ning to feel more comfortable there; 
her confidence seems to be growing 
and her English is coming along 
nicely. 

Mom-Shefke, Dad-Hajrulla, and 
Behar-3 years, and Bahri-18 months, 
have been going together to Bayshore 
High school for their English as a 
Second Language course, and we 
have just received this report from 
Joyce McKay, the programme su
pervisor; 

"Shefke and Hajrulla' s progress 
is very good. Over the winter there 
has been a marvellous change in their 
attitude and spirits as well as great 
progress in their linguistic ability. 
The little children are adjusting, have 
settled in and are doing very well too. 
Thanks must go to the volunteers 
who have driven this family in each 
day." 

So the rides some of you gave 
this family from their home to 
Bayshore School were wonderful in 
several ways; 
1. The toddlers didn't have to wait 
out in all weather for the bus. 
2. They never missed a class. 

3. The tots learned to trust the rou
tine of attending nursery every after
noon, they were able to mix with 
other non-traumatized children, and 
form a relationship with the nursery 
teachers. 
4. Shefke and Hajrulla have said, 
"We feel safe and cared for. Why 
should you all do this for us? We are 
Muslim and you are Christian?" 

We replied, "We do it because 
we are Christians, and it doesn't mat
ter what a person's background is. If 
they need help we try to help if we 
can." 

So THANK YOU to that small 
handful of volunteers. You have had 
a lasting effect on the lives of some 
previously broken people. You have 
helped restore their faith in human 
nature. THANK YOU must also go 
to Ross Kennedy, who has visited the 
families once a week all winter with 
pies and bread from a supermarket. 
Shefke says, "He brings a smile and 
is like sunshine on a cold day." 

God bless us every one. 
Gillian Mattock 

Overview of Annual Vestry Meeting 

0 ur Annual Vestry Report 
consisted of 86 pages plus 
an extra package of reports 

and financial statements inserted 
after the final printing of the report. 
Much of this material was reviewed 
a week in advance or just before the 
Annual Vestry Meeting, which took 
place Sunday, Feb. 6th 2000 after 
the 10:30 service. 

The meeting started with open
ing prayer. We proceeded with the 
acceptance of last years' vestry re
port Feb. 14th 1999, the later Audi
tor's report of April 18th 1999 and 
then the Special Vestry of Nov. 
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14th 1999 on the Sale of the Rec
tory. The three Warden' s reports 
weregiven. TheNominatingCom
mittee submitted a correction to the 
report that was printed in the V es
try Report. The new Parish Coun
cil members for the next two years 
were presented and the nomina
tions were closed. Our statistical 
report and financial reports were 
presented and the motion to accept 
them went through. The Auditor's 
Report was accepted "to date." The 
final Audit report will be completed 
at a later date and there will be a 
Special Vestry scheduled when it is 

finished. Ken Kirk, Rector's War
den, closed the meeting with an 
overview of St. Thomas' active 
year. 

The fact that the vestry report 
had to be quite lengthy to enable all 
groups within the parish to report 
on their activities, shows how St. 
Thomas is thriving. Ken closed his 
summary by saying thank you to all 
who attended Vestry and that it is 
going to be an exciting year in the 
millennium. The meeting ended 
with a closing prayer. 

Elizabeth Norris-Gervais 

Page 19 



-eonce t 
Paroup ------FCG Securities Corporation 

11 Holland Avenue, Suite 715 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4S1 
Telephone (613) 761-7455 
Telefax (613) 761-7456 
E-mail bkerr@achilles.net 

Bruce Kerr, BA, CFP 

LeeAnn McKinstry 
Service Manager 

TRANSAMERICA 
LIFE COMPANIES 

MORLEY E. PAGET 
Insurance Broker 

{613) 592-7689 

Life, Disability and Group Insurance, RASP'S, RRIF'S 

STEPHENS AUTO WRECKERS 

WE BUY WRECKS 
We pick up complete cars free 

Used Auto Parts · 
Lot 20, Concession 10, 

Stittsville, Ontario 

BOOSTING & TOWING 

Bus: 836-2442 
Res: 836-5990 Prop. Norm Stephens 

1\ ll11.%10N 01 11M I I WI!INr Y I N 1 C:CI l Ill 

FEED & SEED (1982) LTD. 

6001 Hazeldean Road 
Stittsville, Ontario 
KOA 3GO Office: 836-6880 

Ann K. Piche 
Project Management & 
Organizational Administration 

email: akpiche@hotmail.com 

)lti~ 
Training. Documentation and Quality Assuran<X" 

Pele4' A. Tour.s<. 
Pre.>den: 

[613) 836·5i9: 

7~'4 (3u4~"ue. 
'l~~"ue'8~ 

120 Elm Crescen• 
S:i~sviDe. On:crio 

1<25 1P1 

Bring us your dreams, 
We can make them come true. 

MATT W. WIGNEY 
President (613) 836-6888 

P.O. Box 955 Stittsville, Ontario K2S 181 

www.wigneyhomes.com 
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Proprietor 

SPECIALIZING IN 
QUALITY REPAIRS & SERVICE TO ALL 

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC VEHICLES 
SINCE 1984 

836-2284 

FRANK MAVIGLIA 
2076 Carp Road 

Carp, Ontario 

D.C.G. ENTERPRISES 

DON C. GILLEN AMWAY DISTRIBUTOR 

Xf[dine :Fitz(jera[d 
Freelance Writer 

(Including Technical Writing) 

Hes. (613} 836-3970 Off. (819) 953-3498 
3~ Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

.• .. ···'/ ~-:>:-'l ':<>t;~rl"': ih~">. :) ~';;;} ;;•¥.-;'.V "F ····~ . ~.vr)._.....::-,;;.:.,=>;-,_;,;:x .. ~~-~--~ -'~- __ , __ ,._;,...J _,;~.d"'"';~ .-~·~,~- l ..,;;._-~, .... "*~- ~{!~·1 

ENperienced Artist 
Privttte Tuition 

r<;-.-_ .. , 

rlas vacancies for students (]].years and up) f'B. 
Fridays from 4:00 - 5:00pm E_; •; 

1 hour lesson plus 1 hour set homework. b.· .. _ •. ·.·.~ _ _j("': - ~ 
12 MEADOWMIST COURT rraining the hand & eye, perspective, figure, ~· 

STITTSVILLE, ONTARIO K2S 1B9 light & shade, colour, explore different K'? 
(613) 836-2229 f.l mediums, etc. Art Library ;.··j 

1----------------~k:' td~f;;,!/[{:_;"J:,c/'~}:£~k:c~~;, 
~AVON~ 

Save time for your family and friends 
Shop AVON! 

Gifts, skin care, fashions and more! 
Call me for the latest brochure 

Leah Thomas 836-1457 

Ill if, t4 e:smGUI 
BRADLEY'S 

&(YOUR INDEPENDENT GROCER" 

Full SeNice Supermarket 
Deli - Fresh Meat - Floral 

Bakery - Produce - No Name 
and President's Choice Products 

Stittsville Shopping Centre 
(613) 831-3123 

1300 Main Street 

STORE HOURS 
MON-SAT8am-9pm,SUN10am-5pm 
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ONTARIO AND CANADA LAND SURVEYOR 

PAUL A. RIDDELL, O.L.S., C.L.S. 

5 - 77 J uriga Dr. 
(Rideat Heights Business Park) 
Nepean ON K2E 7Z7 
Tel : (6 ,3)225-8513 
Fax: (6 3) 225-9816 

P.O. Box: 721 
Stittsville, ON K2S I A9 

Tel: (613) 836-2392 

Gerry Kroll 
Computer Consulting 

Basic to Advanced 

(613) 836-3970 
3~~ Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

Le1's Talk 
's A.uto l Equipment R 

pru~ epilirs 
15 Sweetnam Drive, unit 603 

25 Years Experience 
After 5 pm Repair upon Request 

(613) 836-6511 
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Telling Time 
Connect the clock with the co ·rect time. 

10:15 
10:40 
9:00 
4:30 
2:00 
3:20 

5-00pSa 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Connect the Dot9 Different Ways 
To Tell Time 

Which of these ways of telling 
time do you think they might 
have used when Jesus was a boy? 

1. Wrist Watch 
2. Hourglass 
3. Pendulum Clock 
4. Digital Watch 
5. Sundial 
6. Quartz Watch 
7. Electric Clock 
8. The Sun 
9. Atomic Clock 

10. Pocket Watch 
11. Mechnical Clock 

Page 22 

.14 

People's Pulpit 


