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I t's still Spring out there. New 
growth is flourishing every
where. There is every shade of 

green imaginable and flowers are 
making the most of our limited 
season. But on the other side of 
things, I have three funerals this 
week. My golfing friends, all of 
whom are older than I am, joke that 
we ' re doing well to be on this side 
of the grass. One of the funeral 
directors I was driving with men
tioned that at some Jewish funerals 
holes are drilled in the bottom of 
coffins so that nature's continual 
recycling will be aided. I like that 
idea. As I look out on all the beauty 
of spring I find it comforting and 
appropriate to think that those 
whose bodies I bury, and mine too, 
will eventually be part of that 
beauty. 

All this rather dark talk reminds 
me how important it is to make the 
most of our time 'on the top of the 
grass'. The summer holidays are 
almost upon us. That's re-creation 
time. It's time for healing, time for 
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The Rector Writes 

resting, time for enjoyment and 
adventure. The plan is t at all of 
this will recharge our batteries and 
energize us for the busy-ness of the 
rest of the year. I find that some
times we're so busy on our holi
days that we need to go back to 
work to recover! But a change is as 
good as a rest. 

So where is God in all of this? 
It seems reasonable to me that if 
God is creator of all that is , then 
God might have a hand in re-crea
tion as well. The cottage is a great 
place to spend some time with God. 
Those long walks in the country
side invite conversation with the 
artist-creator of the scenery. For 
those who are not escaping to cot
tages, parks and gardens can pro
vide the same inviting setting. Why 
not indulge in a little prayer and 
reading that will let God do some 
re-creating of you? 

In the midst of all these idyllic 
possibilities, there is still work to 
be done at Saint Thomas' . A wel
coming committee is taking shape 
in the capable hands of Sy 1 viDa wes. 
Yet once people are welcomed, we 
want to ensure that they are nour
ished by our worship and pastoral 
care, and our opportunities for edu
cation and ministry. Importantly, 
the Sunday School has not yet re-

shaped itself as it gives thanks to 
Georgina and Don Purchase who 
are retiring after four years of lead
ership. In this most important min
istry there are many faithful teach
ers involved and we give thanks for 
each one of them. People who work 
with the chi ldren find it deeply re
warding and there are always op
portunities for new people to share 
that experience. Our nursery needs 
just one person to get it organized 
and it will be up and running. We 
already have volunteers to staff it. 
Would that be a ministry you could 
offer? 

There are other ministries de
veloping such as baptismal prepa
ration teams and non-Sunday wor
ship, but these are still in the em
bryonic stage. If you have any ideas 
in these areas, I'd love to hear from 
you. Saint Thomas is a lively 
Church, constantly evolving as it 
faithfully tries to meet the needs of 
its members . We are invited by 
God to be co-creators in this world . 
That's an exciting invitation. To
gether we can make happen. What 
a God! 

Yours re-creationally , 
Sally 

Page 3 



Church Family News 

1Jta11k uou {or 
~ 
As a parish we pray weekly for 

little Wesley John Massey, born 
14 weeks premature in August 
1997. His grandmother, Fern 
Massey, called with this update of 
his progress: 

Wesley John, now 3-112 years 
old and living with Cerebral Palsy, 
has just had a major operation on 
his legs. Both legs are in separate 
casts to his waist with a steel bar in 
between and will remain in casts 
for six weeks. An earlier operation 
on his eyes was successful and he 
sees well with glasses. To date he 
has received 160 hyperbaric oxy
gen treatments which have proved 
helpful. His family is excited that 
he has been accepted to go to a 
special Cerebral Palsy school held 
at CHEO for a full day Junior Kin
dergarten program starting in the 
Fall . He is a bright little boy and his 
parents are so thankful about his 
abilities and progress. They wish to 
thank all the people who have been 
praying for him over the years! 

Ross Moulton sends warmest 
greetings to everyone. Emma, now 
13 years old, was confirmed on 
Sunday 22 May in Trinity Church, 
Cornwall. 
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News from 
Peggy & Joe Beckett 

Just a short note to let everyone 
know that Joe has had his screws 
removed from his heel. Hopefully 
this will heal the incision and he 
can go off antibiotics. We are lov
ing it up here. The Church Com
munity is very small and older but 
they have welcomed us with open 
arms, including us in their after
church breakfasts at the local mo
tel, along with Yoga classes, and 
cooking for the monthly euchre 
lunches. 

We are big into landscaping 
around our house now, buying 
shrubs, roses and evergreens and 
scrounging perennials from the 
neighbours. Life is grand, the win
ter flew by and I feel that God has 
really sent us here. 
Love and God Bless, 
Peg. 

Our e-mail address is: 
j.beckett@sympatico.ca 

phone number: 613-268-2443 

Trish and Chris Pye write, "We're 
now worshipping at StJohn's, Elgin 
St. Ottawa. We miss you all at St. 
Thomas." 

. . 

~ 

........ 

Anne and Scott Brown are 
delighting in a long-awaited and 
much loved new grand daughter, 
Megan. Congratulations to the 
whole family! 

St. Thomas 
Women's Breakfast 

Have you been to the Amber
wood Golf Course restaurant on 
the first Saturday of the month for 
the past year? If not, you are in
vited to do so. We have been meet
ing over breakfast just for a chance 
to socialize and enjoy each other's 
company. It's a very informal, 
relaxing way to get to know the 
women of the parish and it's lots of 
fun and laughter. Yes, it is possi
ble, even at 8:00a.m.! Please join 
us and "bon appetit". 
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Summer Service Schedule 

July 1- September 2 inclusive 
One service only at 

9:00am 

A Four-Fold Franciscan Blessing ~ 
May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half 
truths, and superficial relationships, so that you may live 
deep within your heart. Amen. 

May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, and 
exploitation of people, so that you may work for j ustice, 
freedom and peace. Amen. 

May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer 
from pain, rejection, starvation and war, so that you may 
reach out your hand to comfort them and to turn their pain 
into joy. Amen. 

May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that 
you can make a difference in this world, so that you can do 
what others claim cannot be done. Amen. 

+ And the blessing of God, who Creates, Redeems and 
Sanctifies, be upon you and all you love and pray f or this 
day, and forever more. Amen. 

Ladies Fall Retreat 
Tentatively set for October 26- 28 at Galilee House in Amprior. 
Please sign up on sheet at back of church. Cost to be announced. 
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Groan .. . 
A priest was having dinner with 
two of her parishioners and their 
daughter. The daughter stared 
at the priest's white collar so 
long that she finally took it off 
and handed it to her, asking if 
she could read what was written 
inside. She promptly replied, 
"Kills both ticks and fleas." 

From tile Editor's De sit 

Warm summer greetings from 
our home to yours! As I wrap up 
this June issue of People's Pulpit 
I'm looking forward to the summer 
months ahead. May you all enjoy 
your summer time with family and 
friends ... and find God as you 
enjoy his beautiful creation. 

Please keep on sending in your 
reflections, commentaries and other 
thoughts to share with us all in 
these pages_. We all grow as we 
learn from each other. 

Blessings 
Trish Irwin-Kitt 

People's Pulpit 
e-mail address: 
kitt@magi.com 

...___ __ ,. __ _ 
Deadline for next issue: 

September 2, 2001 
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I n Luke 7:1-17 we read "I tell 
you, not even in Israel have I 
found such faith ." 
"Have you ever noticed how 

often it is the faith of others, rather 
than the faith of the sick person, 
that moves Jesus to a miracle of 
healing? The centurion's faith led 
to the healing of his servant; the 
ruler's faith resulted in the healing 
of his daughter; and there was the 
powerful faith of that group of 
friends who one day removed a 
portion of a roof to lower their sick 
companion into Jesus' healing pres
ence. 

Here we have the justification 
and purpose for prayer groups, par
ish prayer chains, and the many 
contemplative orders of monks and 
nuns dedicated to a life of interces
sion for others. 

Here is a primary mission of 
the Church. The world does not 
believe, and therefore hopelessness 
and despair run rampant. So the 
Church must believe in Christ for 
the world's sake, and through that 
faith must believe in the world and, 
in Jesse Jackson's phrase, "keep 
hope alive." This is the only way 
the Church can maintain its own 
life; the only way it can be God' s 
instrument to save the world." (Day 
by Day, August, September, Octo
ber 2000) p. 72. 

Some parishioners have com
mitted themselves to pray for God's 
grace and healing presence when 
difficulties or sickness knock at a 
family's door. The prayer group 
members meet on Tuesday morn
ing and pray for the needs of the 
parish, or any other needs. Other 
members of our parish are part of 
the Prayer Chain. These people 
pray at home, on a daily basis, 
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following requests for specific 
needs, i.e., an operation, an ongo
ing battle with cancer, a difficult 
relationship, etc . All the requests 
are treated with absolute confiden
tiality . 

Both groups are presently ask
ing the Holy Spirit to guide the 
organizers and future participants 
of General Synod, scheduled for 
October 18-20, and for the Alpha 
Conference to be held on October 
26 27. May the people open their 
hearts to God's will for His church 
and listen to His guidance. We also 
praise and glorify God for loving 
every one of us and providing "more 
than we can ask or imagine." Some 
thanks are also said for the lives of 
people that have departed this world 
and the support given to the griev
ing family. We are joyfully thank
ful for the birth of a healthy baby 
girl after a very high risk preg
nancy. Praise be to God for this 
lively miracle. 

If you feel called to this very 
rewarding ministry, a sign of God's 
presence among us, please contact 
Denise Torunski, 836-5295, for 
more information. 

My sincere thanks go to Marion 
Wood for passing on the inspira
tional words quoted at the begin
ning of this page. 

Yours in Christ through prayers, 
Denise Torunski, 

for the members of the Prayer 
Group and the Prayer Chain 

A Stumbling Faith 

S am Levenson once wrote, 
"It's so simple to be wise. 
Just think of something stu

pid to say and say the opposite." 
But I am having difficulty thinking 
of something stupid to say right 
now. How about "Do as you please 
and you will have peace." There, 
now what is the opposite of that? 
How about this from psalm 119 v. 
165 (there are 176 verses in psalm 
119): 

"Great peace have those who 
love your law, Oh Lord, nothing 
can make them stumble." Wow, I 
like that! Having stumbled badly 
the other day , you know, lost my 
temper, disrupted someone else's 
cool, I ended up with war on my 
face. I think I will just try to love tite 
Lord's law, like, Love your neigh
bour AS yourself, and repeat it to 
myself over and over. Would a 
thousand times be enough? 

I really dislike 'stumbling'. 
The Rev'd Alex Dobson 

Circuits Identified 
People have asked me about 

the red number on electrical switch 
plates and plug plates. These are 
identifiers of the circuit they are on. 

Tanya Drew, bless her dear 
heart, spent months going around 
the entire church building, upstairs 
and downstairs, attaching Dymo 
tape identifiers to the electrical plate 
covers so that, if there was a prob
lem with that switch or outlet, you'd 
know which circuit breaker switch 
to flip as you tried to fix the prob
lem. 

So now you know! 
Pete Torunski 
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Pastoral Care Team 

"The helpful concern shown by 
those who seek to minister to others 
in the name of Jesus Christ. It is 
love of neighbour expressed 
through the skills of listening, af
firmation, referral and prayer." 
(The Pastoral Care Team Program 
pamphlet.) 

Our team members are visiting 
newly admitted Anglicans at the 
Queensway Carleton Hospital on 
Monday of every week to ensure 
that Anglicans know that their 
Church cares for them. We also 
visit patients that have been staying 
in the hospital for a longer period of 
time. In-home visits for parishion
ers are also part of our ministry. 
We are trying to meet once a month 
to further our knowledge of pasto
ral care and to support each other. 

Two persons took part in an Educa
tionEventonAprill8. Thetopicof 
the presentation was "Living with 
Alzheimer Disease." We also 
watched a video titled "Challenge 
of Aging" and discussed its con
tent. In the Fall of 2001, we are 
hoping to schedule a presentation 
given by members to the "Elderly 
in Need Program", to which the 
whole parish will be invited. 

Ournewest offspring is the Cas
serole Brigade. Many thanks to 
people who so generously donate 
casseroles. It is a simple but effec
tive way to show our loving and 
caring concern for members of our 
parish. When one is too sick to 
have the strength to prepare any 
meal, the casseroles are greatly 
appreciated or, as one mother told 

us, it was a relief to know the her 
children were not having supper at 
McDonald's every day while she 
was hospitalized. Casseroles are 
also appreciated when one is called 
out of town or out of country for a 
death of a relative . It eases the pain 
and worries to know that your faith 
community is supporting you in a 
tangible way, to know that you are 
not alone in time of trials. 

Please pray for members of our 
team as we are looking at ways to 
serve God's people in their daily 
life, whatever life brings them. 

Denise Torunski, 
for Yom Pastoral Care Team 

Anglicans, Sex and Violence 
-Reflections on Education for Ministry EFM 

W hat do these topics have 
in common and what is 
going on atEFM! Those 

of us in the EFM group have been 
studying the Old Testament this 
year and we have been surprised at 
the almost continuous violence as 
the Jews took possession of the 
promised land and drove out the 
inhabitants of the land. We were 
surprised at the commands to kill 
the Canaanites, Amalekites and oth
ers . One bright spark in the group 
thought that the book of Judges 
could be renamed the book of 
Schwarzenager! We also discov
ered that when the Israelites made 
peace with their neighbours that 
they lost faith in Yahweh and ended 
up worshipping Baal. Now this was 
no quiet pagan or animist religion 
but a faith system that sought to 
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meet the people's material needs at 
the price of demanding child sacri
fices on their altars! It is therefore 
more understandable that Yahweh 
understood that there could be no 
middle ground between Baal and 
Himself. 

Later on we discover from 
Ezekiel that Yahweh (God) is dis
appointed in the continuing failure 
of both the kingdoms of Judah and 
Israel to follow Him. Ezekiel uses 
the graphic imagery of harlotry and 
sexual immorality to describe 
Judah's attitude. In fact some Jew
ish authorities forbid the reading of 
Ezekiel to people under the age of 
30!! 

However the old testament is 
not all bad. There are wonderful 
examples of faith in the lives of 
Abraham, Joseph, Samuel and 

David. We also have the examples 
of even faithful people like David 
who mess up their walk with God, 
and yet in spite of this God works 
with the Israelites even if only with 
a small remnant of them (a bit like 
us ??). 

We have learned how to theo
logically reflect on the old testa
ment and on our own life experi
ences. We have struggled with the 
teaching materials and the home
work and we have all learned a lot. 
Next year we move into the New 
Testament. We are excited at the 
prospect. 

My thanks to Sally and Ed for 
facilitating and mentoring the 
group. 

William Passmore 
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Cursll/o 

"Can you drink the cup?" 

I 
was recently privileged to at

tend the 87th Anglican Wom
en's Cursillo Weekend, which 

was held at a convent in Orleans. 
What, you may ask ,is a Cur

sillo weekend? It is best described 
as a short course in Christian liv
ing. From the moment that our 
group of approximately 35 women 
arrived on Thursday evening, until 
the ending on Sunday evening, we 
were involved in intensive sessions 
of talks, group discussions, wor
ship and prayer, fellowship, music, 
laughter and tears, and good food, 
all centring on the theme "Can you 
drink the cup?" Mark 10:35-45. 
Throughout, we were guided and 
looked after by an amazing team of 
women who had spent hours in 
preparing for the weekend and were 
truly "Our servants in Christ", as 
they made the weekend an experi
ence which, for me, was totally 
overwhelming. I can honestly say 
it was one of the most meaningful 
events of my life. I came to have a 
much greater awareness of God's 
loving presence with me. 

Throughout the weekend we 
were all, I think, very much aware 
of the prayers, love and support of 
our church communities and of the 
importance of this fellowship and 
community. 

Bev Coote 
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The Ledger Book 
A note from your 

Treasurer 

For this edition of People's 
Pulpit, I would like to draw 
to the attention of all parish

ioners, the hard work and dedica
tion of a small group of people that 
many of us may take for granted 
the Counters. 

Every week throughout the year 
3 people get together to process the 
weekly offerings, and to prepare 
them for deposit to our bank. There 
are a total of 8 people currently 
involved, and they alternate weekly 
in this function. The offerings are 
tabulated by envelope number. Sub
sequently, these amounts are re
corded into our computer records 
for each envelope giver. Parishion
ers who have their donations made 
by PAR (see the last People' s Pul
pit for a description of this auto
mated donation system) are entered 
in the same manner but on a monthly 
basis, rather than weekly. 

The efforts of this group of 
eight are coordinated by the Treas
urer with the assistance of the Peo
ple's Warden. My sincere thanks 
and appreciation are extended to all 
members of this group of Counters. 

Should anyone else in the par
ish be able to spare an hour to an 
hour and a half one weekday a 
month, we provide training, and 
you would be assisting the parish, 

and would also give the current 
counters a longer time between ro
tations. All it takes is a phone call to 
me (see below). 

Lastly, I would like to encour
age all parishioners to consider 
making their church offerings regu
larly throughout the summer, par
ticularly during vacations, rather 
than "catching up" on return from 
holidays. Our expenses continue 
whether we are on holidays or not, 
and by making your offerings regu
larly, it will assist me great] y in 
maintaining an adequate cash flow 
throughout the summer, and ensure 
payment of our bills and obliga
tions. You may find that issuing 
post-dated cheques is convenient 
for you, and we are able to store 
them safely. 

I wish all of you a pleasant and 
safe summer. 

Anne Brown 
835-8352 

email: 
anne_scottbrown@ sympatico.ca 

Choir Goes in Circles 
Do you ever wonder why the 

Senior Choir occasionally forms a 
half circle when singing an anthem? 

When we sing without organ 
accompaniment, we form a half 
circle to allow us to better hear each 

other. Otherwise, we face toward 
the altar when singing, and choir 
members cannot hear each other as 
well as in the half circle. 

Pete Torunski 
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Commentary 

The Invisible Cathedral 

When Joseph Marona, An
glican Archbishop of Sudan 
came here, I went with him to 
the Department of Foreign Af
fairs and heard Nicholas 
Coughlan, DFAIT's new envoy 
to Sudan, assure him of close 
contact and ready help as the 
Archbishop resumed his peril
ous duties under the fanatical 
Muslim government. 

On Easter Day this year, 
that government sent police and 
troops to throw tear gas into 
All Saints' Anglican Cathedral 
in Khartoum, fire live ammuni
tion, and beat up and arrest 
many Christians. A BBC reporter 
witnessed this outrage. 

About two weeks later, I 
asked David Kilgour, Minister of 
State for Africa and Latin 
America, whether he had heard 
about the . Easter incident. He 
had not. He was shocked. I 
asked him, "Howfrequentlydoes 
Nicholas Coughlan report?" The 
answer: twice a week or so. 

Why be surprised? John 
Manley is turning out to 
be even worse than his pred-
ecessor. 

Roger Stone 

Always put yourself in others' 
shoes. If you feel that it hurts 
you, it probably hurts the other 
person, too. 
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More is expected of us 

Compared to the hot beds of 
persecution around the globe, 
North America lives in a surreal 
lap of luxury. Some might take 
offence to that comment, but 
what would you call our appar
ent apathy to the atrocities tak
ing place in the Sudan, for in
stance? Even my twenty-two 
year old son shares his increas
ing concerns with me over the 
lack of moral fibre he senses 
ebbing away all around him. 
Persecution is definitely a real
ity and we cannot sit idly by 
sunning ourselves in misguided 
misapprehensions. Are we pre
pared to stand up and be 
counted now? 

In light of the rapid escala
tion of violence and crime in our 
own society I recognize my own 
blindness to greater horrors hap-

pening overseas. I am grateful 
for Roger Stone's persistent 
comments on that front. Only 
yesterday my son and I sat on 
my verandah in downtown Ot
tawa discussing our faith: would 
we be willing to die for our faith 
if it was demanded of us? We 
can only hope that we will be 
found faithful when the time 
comes. 

Like many of you I have no 
idea how to deal with the issues 
in the Sudan.! can only keep my 
eyes and ears open, watching 
and waiting for direction. No less 
than the Creator equips us to do 
is expected. Do not ·be mis
guided though. More is expected 
of us than what we comfortably 
want to do. I leave you with that 
thought. 

Trish Pye 

A Man-Making Contest! 
One day, a group of scien

tists got together and decided 
that man had come a long way 
and no longer needed God. So 
they picked one scientist to go 
and tell Him that they were done 
with Him. 

The scientist walked up to 
God and said, "God, we've de
cided that we no longer need 
You. We're to the point that we 
can clone people and do many 
miraculous things, so why don't 
You just go and get lost." 

God listened very patiently 
and kindly to the man. After the 
scientist was done talking, God 

said, "Very well, how about this? 
Let's say we have a man-mak
ing contest." To which the sci
entist replied, "Okay, great!" But 
God added, "Now, we're going 
to do this just like I did back in 
the old days with Adam." The 
scientist said, "Sure, no prob
lem" and bent down and grabbed 
himself a handful of dirt. 

God looked at him and said, 
"N o, no, no ... you go get your 
own dirt!" 

(From the Newsletter- Centre for 
Lay Education, Feb 2001 issue) 
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St. Thomas Youth Ministry 

Pilgrimage to Montreal! 

0 n the first weekend in May, 
a dozen teenagers from the 
parish (Grades 7 to 10) set 

out on a Pilgrimage. Like other 
pilgrims, the group was looking for 
God. We'd decided to search in the 
city of Montreal, chosen because 
it's a somewhat exotic place for 
most of us, and not too far away. 

Along with four adult leaders, 
they were a sleepy-looking bunch 
when they boarded the Voyageur 
bus, Saturday morning. We all sat 
together at the back, behind some 
other rather worried-looking pas
sengers. En route, we talked a bit 
about Montreal, about who had been 
there before, and about how many 
of today' s experiences were going 
to be new ones. 

We stashed our packs at the 
Montreal bus terminal. Then we 
descended some mighty long esca
lators, for our first trip on the Metro. 
For many of the young people, this 
was the first experience on a sub
way, and most of us had to stand for 
the trip. WearrivedattheBiodome, 
to experience four different natural 
environments from around the 
world. We breathed in the humid 
air of the rainforest, and marveled 
at the tropical fish, and sat to watch 
penguin games . But our favourite 
part was probably the cafeteria, 
where we discovered pizza, nachos, 
sandwiches, and other treats. 

The second subway trip was 
almost exciting. Then we took our 
third trip, to deposit our bags at the 
hotel. By the fourth trip (to the 
planetarium), you could tell the 
thrill was wearing off. We learned 
about ultraviolet rays and global 
warming, but only a few members 
of the group survived the entire 
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show, without nodding off. Fortu
nately, most of the kids seem to 
love giftshops, so all was not lost. 

Then it was time for our big trip 
north to Cote des Neiges. We 
stopped for a quick snack, then 
caught our first glimpse of St. 
Joseph's Oratory. It'sagiantchurch 
complex perched on the top of a 
hill, one of the world's most-vis
ited religious shrines. Most of our 
group don't have much experience 
with Roman Catholicism. And even 
many Catholics find St. Joseph's to 
be a strange place. But we ap
proached it up the hill, with awe 
and enthusiasm. 

We soon connected with our 
tour guide, Joumana El Khoury, 
who turned out to be a university 
student, with a real gift for relating 
to young people. She took time to 
meet all the kids, then started ex
plaining some of the differences 
between Catholic and Anglican tra
ditions. J oumana explained that 
many Catholics feel they need help, 
when they pray to God. So they 
turn to a saint, with each saint hav
ing a particular role. St. Joseph has 
eight such roles, so we went inside 
to find eight different portraits, each 
with people praying in front of it, 
along with hundreds of candles, lit 
by the many who had gone before. 
It was a powerful sight, followed 
quickly by a visit to the tomb of 
Brother Andre, the humble door
man who had dreamed of a tiny 
oratory on the hill, and who then 
developed a powerful gift of prayer 
and healing. 

By this time, the younger kids 
were tiring. They would slink along 
the walls and every time Joumana 
would stop, they'd sink to the 

ground. She'd revive them by 
promising them a rest around the 
nextturn . We saw the crypt church, 
where a mass was underway. It 
seats about a thousand people- five 
times bigger than our own church. 

Then it was up an escalator to a 
lookout. Then outside to see the 
original oratory: no more than a 
shack on the hill, with a small sanc
tuary inside for prayers. At one 
time, as Brother Andre became 
more popular, he had a tiny loft 
apartment in the shack, where pil
grims could visit him for prayer 
and healing. 

Back in the main building, and 
farther up the hill, we arrived at the 
basilica, which seats ten thousand 
people! After a tour, Joumana led 
us to the sanctuary and left us alone 
for a few moments of quiet prayer. 
Quite an experience. Then she un
locked a display case, where 
Brother Andre's heart was stored, 
for all to see. Another unusual 
experience. In all, the tour took 
more than two hours and we sent a 
warm thank you card to our guide. 

We emerged to a glorious sun
set, then walked back down to the 
street to find an appropriate restau
rant. That turned out to be a diffi
cult task as a few of the kids kept 
chanting "Subway" under their 
breaths (referring to meat sand
wiches, NOT underground trains). 
When we couldn't find a big enough 
restaurant for our group, we even
tually gave in, with a few members 
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Pilgrimage to Montreal cont ... 

of the group opting for a creperie 
next door. Then there was a great 
clamouring to visit Starbucks, with 
the adults pleading for restraint on 
the caffeine consumption. 

Late in the evening, we returned 
to our hotel, a mid-priced place 
with bunk beds that sleep four in 
each room. The kids closed their 
doors , checked out the channels 
and started planning shower times. 
A few were asleep by midnight, 
when the adults went to bed. But 
many were bleary-eyed at break
fast. To their credit, they were up 
and ready to go before the adults 
were. 

Once everyone's hair was just 
so, we set out for a half-hour hike to 
the Cathedral, where we got a very 
warm welcome and a quick tour, 
before the service. We had warned 
the kids that the liturgy might be 

very traditional , but in fact it was 
quite modern, but very formal. 
There was a great children's choir, 
which sang a lot of new and chal
lenging music that left us behind. 
After coffee, the dean took us aside, 
to explain a few things about the 
Cathedral, including the fact that it 
had been built out in the country, 
far away from downtown, on clay, 
which had settled over the years . 
Now it is the very centre of the city. 
To repair the foundation, they sold 
their underground rights to retail 
developers . We went downstairs 
to take a look and found a two
storey shopping centre with 78 
stores and a metro station down 
there. We had lunch at a foodcourt 
(with a Subway, of course), did 
some shopping, then set out for the 
long walk to pick up our luggage 
and head to the bus terminal. 

It was a full weekend away and 
many of the kids blossomed on it. 
Some discovered the gift ofleader
ship. Most discovered new friend
ships. And a few discovered they 
could actually speak with adults, 
which heartened us greatly. We 
hope all the teenagers enjoyed the 
weekend, because the adult leaders 
sure did. We felt that it met our 
objectives: giving the kids a week
end away from home with their 
peers, exposing them to some things 
they probably hadn ' t seen before, 
and giving them some new reli
gious experiences. They arrived 
home tired, from lots of walking 
and lack of sleep, but the trip had 
been well worth it. Now we have to 
decide where to go next! 

Brian Smith 

a. Will people from other religions go to the same heaven as me? 
a. Did Jesus really say he will come again? 
a. Why does God allow such awful suffering? 
a. What does the Bible say about homosexuality? 
a. Can murderers just go straight to Heaven (do not pass go, do not collect 

$200?) if they say they are sorry? 

A. Find out some amazing answers in the next instalment of : 

~ 

The Alpha Course! ~ 
Coming again to St. Thomas Church, Stittsville on -~ 

Tuesday 4 September 2001 and running for ten weeks. 

Please call Gillian Mattock (836-1280) or the Church office (836-57 41) 
to register or find out more information. 
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T he Parish of Saint Thomas 
wishes to extend a warm 
welcome to these recent ad

ditions to our church family. On the 
first opportunity available please 
offer them a special welcome! 

Martin & Jennifer 
DIFRUSCIO 

137 Lady Slipper Way, 
CARP KOAlLO 

By the time this column is pub
lished Martin and Jennifer will have 
been in their home just a short time 
and we trust they are enjoying those 
new surroundings . They are both 
Certified General Accountants who 
joined our parish during last Febru
ary. Jennifer has moved around a 
number of times throughout her 
life but considers Kingston home 
and Martin is from Ottawa. 

Their hobbies include bridge 
for Martin, along with outdoor ac
tivities, although Jennifer is the 
camper and has been canoeing since 
she was 4 years old! 

They found St. Thomas to have 
a very welcoming and friendly con
gregation which they considered 
important as newcomers to the area. 
We look forward to meeting you 
both and also the addition to your 
family that is expected in the late 
summer. 

Carl and Barbara HENNIGAR 
60 Eileen Crescent, 
Stittsville K2S 1X1 

831 -4773 

Carl and Barbara are active 
retirees living in an adult lifestyle 
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area and are currently enjoying set
tling into their new neighbourhood. 
They joined our parish during last 
August having previously attended 
St. Aidan's in Elmvale Acres, Ot
tawa. Before retirement Carl 
worked as a Public Servant and 
Barbara as a general manager and 
comptroller at a car dealership. 

Carl is a Nova Scotian and 
Barbara is Scottish. 

They have an adult son and 
daughter both living locally and 
four grandchildren whom they en
joy immensely and missed when 
they were away during the winter. 
Cottaging is very much on this cou
ple's agenda, along with golf for 
Carl and crafts for Barbara. 

You will be able to meet them, 
when not cottaging, at the early 
servtce. 

Brenda and Patrick MILLER 
1939 Maple Grove Road, 

Stittsville K2S 1B9 
836-6207 

Brenda, Patrick and eleven year 
old Grace joined us during the win
ter when Brenda attended the Al
phacourse we offered. Brenda quite 
enjoyed Alpha and was then joined 
by her family in the church. 

Patrick works as a design 
draftsman with Computing Devices 
in Bell's Comers and Brenda is a 
stay-at-home mom who enjoys 
quilting, crafts, cycling and Guid
ing as a Leader. Patrick is an avid 
soccer player, both indoors and 
outdoors, and his daughter obvi
ously takes after dad as Grace also 
enjoys soccer playing. As well as 

soccer, Grace has a list of interests 
which include play-acting and 
Guides; Grace is currently attend
ing the French Immersion program 
at A. Lome Cassidy School. 

Brenda is originally from 
Greenfield Park, near Montreal, 
Patrick from Port Cartier, Quebec 
and Grace was born at the Civic 
Hospital in Ottawa. 

This family worships with us 
at the 10:30 a.m. service 

Albert and Barbara TRIPP 
23 Daphne Crescent, 
Stittsville K2S 1 Yl 

831 -6186 

Barbara and Albert, who joined 
us this spring, have a great deal to 
share with us. Originally from Eng
land, Barbara emigrated with her 
own family in 194 7 to New Zea
land where she later met a British 
Merchant Navy man- Albert- and 
subsequently they were married in 
New Zealand. Their four children 
were all born in New Zealand be
fore returning to England for five 
years. Next, they then emigrated to 
Canada during 1976. 

Both Albert and Barbara are 
now retired after running conven
ience stores, followed by seven
teen years of fostering children and 
caring for children with handicaps. 
This couple has certainly had a 
great number of experiences 
throughout their lives before set
tling into Stittsville during Novem
ber of last year. Previously they 
lived on the Ottawa River at 
Castleford. 

As mentioned, there are four 

continued .. . 
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Welcome Mat cont ... 

children, now adults, (three sons 
and one daughter), three of whom 
live fairly locally and one who lives 
in Scarborough. There are a total of 
nine grandchildren ranging in age 
from 7 to 16 years. 

Albert appreciates walking and 
working around the home and Bar
bara is keen on aquafit in the new 
Recreation Centre and also read
ing. They are both really enjoying 
living in Stittsville and find it a 
most convenient area in which to 
live. 

We look forward to meeting 
you both. 

If you are a Newcomer to our 
parish and have not been included 
in our Welcome Mat column, please 
call me at 836-3993. 

Ann K. Piche 

What's Hap~ening -
Snowflake Bazaar 

and Craft Fair 

All Conveners, helpers and 
everyone else who is in 
terested will be meeting 

on June 5 at 7:30 in the Council 
Room to update where we are at 
and launch the drive to start getting 
everything ready for theN ovember 
3'd bazaar and craft fair. 

Have a great Summer every
body! Wewillgiveyouacomplete 
update in September of what is 
happening and how you can join in 
the fun and fellowship leading up 
to and on November 3'd. 

People ' s Pulpit 

News from your 
Property Committee 

T he major initiative before 
the Property Committee is 
the complete review of our 

Church Facilities. Immo Tilgner 
and Eric Thomas had both pro
vided reports that are being re
viewed. Immo' s report focused on 
all the things that need to be done 
and Eric's on how best to utilize 
our existing space. · 

In September we will be form
ing a group to provide us with sug
gestions/recommendations on how 
best to finish the balcony. If you 
are interested in participating please 
let one of your Property Committee 
members know. 

At present the Committee 
members are Doreen Bell, Bob 
Glenn, Ken Thorneycroft, Bob 
Oxner and Ken Kirk. Bob Glenn, 

Special Cheese Report 
- ACM 

D id you know that our best 
selling cheese items are: 
Extra Old Cheddar, Shred

ded Cooking Cheese, Mild orange 
cheddar, and shredded Mozzarella? 

This month, our feature cheese 
is Havarti with Fine Herbs. It is a 
fairly mild cheese, with a slightly 
nutty flavour. The fine herbs add an 
interesting dimension to the cheese. 
Gord Marshall can be consulted 
about this cheese as he regularly 
orders it. 

Please place your order with 
Gord at 721-4099, or with Scott 
Brown at 836-8352 (e mail: 
anne scottbrown@ sympatico.ca), 
no later than June 241h fo r delivery 

who has done a terrific job, is mov
ing to Orleans this Summer. Many 
thanks to Bob and we wish him 
well in his new home. We are 
really pleased that Bob Oxner has 
just joined the Committee. 

If you have any suggestions 
regarding any aspect of our Church 
building and property please pass 
them along ~o a Property Commit
tee member. 

Ken Kirk 

0 

oO 
0 

0 0 0 ; 

~ 
before Canada Day! 

In future, it is our intention to 
place orders every 6 weeks or so. 
Please check the church bulletin 
for exact dates. In order to make the 
order for June, please consult the 
April People's Pulpit for varieties 
and prices (or call Scott or Gord). 

Lastly, we will not likely make 
another order until early Septem
ber, unless we hear from you, the 
customer, before then . 

Cheese! 
Scott & Gord 
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Book Corner 

Have you read a good book lately? Share 
your thoughts of it with us! 

"A Passion for Life" 
by Joan Chittister 

publisher Orb is Books, Maryknoll, New York, 10545, 1996 

Here is a good read, challeng
ing our assumptions about "saints", 
some acknowledged by the church, 
some not, some from the Christian 
tradition , some not. In this lively, 
re-examination and reassessment 
oflives lived to the glory of God we 
see parts of ourselves, and we see 
individuals struggling with the is
sues of their day in response to the 
call of God. These "issues" tum out 
to be, oh, so contemporary: pov
erty, homelessness, war, exploita
tion. Engaged lives they were, in all 
parts of the world, signs of the 
Kingdom and models for action. 

Joan cites one of the central 
questions of the book as: "What 
qualities will be necessary to live a 
life of integrity, of holiness, in the 
twenty-first century?" p. x 

Critiquing the times is not a 
recent phenomenon: the truly reli
gious have often a counter-culture 
stance in their decision to live with 
integrity in light of revelations of 
God. In this book, Joan sees St. 
Francis holding hands with Rumi, 
a Suji mystic, Dorothy Day, a 
Catholic activist, and Simme Weil, 
a Jewess who followed Christ out
side the Church. Many other voices 
grace these pages. 

"Rumi is a poignant voice from 
the thirteenth century about love 
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and the nature of life and union 
with God ... and who claimed . .. 
what science proved only centuries 
later: "First you were mineral, then 
vegetable, then human. You will be 
an angel, and you will pass beyond 
that too." . . . He never stops 
insisting that the human is the 
ground of the divine." p. 29 
and .. . 
on writing about St. Francis and St. 
Clare: 

"The radical among us make 
us look again at the nature and 
functions of religion and what it 
does to us and what we do to it. It is 
so easy to use religion as a way to 
escape it . ... In Francis and Clare 
religion stands as stark reminder 
of the higher life, the whole life, the 
raw and radical call of the gospel." 
p. 58. 

This book gives pause . In ex
plaining these fascinating lives we 
see "Fragments of the Face of God" 
(the book's subtitle) and in doing 
so, something of the nature of God 
is revealed, and something of our 
nature as "fragments" is unveiled. 
This book challenges us to enjoy 
ourselves with the issues of our 
times in the project of Christ's trans
formation of the world. 

Karen Ann McKinna 
June 2001 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, born 
February 27th, 1807, wrote The 
Psalm of Life. 

A PSALM OF LIFE 

Tell me not, in mournful numbers, 
Life is but an empty dream! 
For the soul is dead that slum
bers, 
And things are not what they 
seem. 

Life is real! Life is earnest! 
And the grave is not its goal; 
Dust thou art, to dust returnest, 
Was not spoken of the soul. 

Not enjoyment, and not sorrow, 
Is our destined end or way; 
But to act, that each tomorrow 
Find us farther than today. 

Art is long, and Time is fleeting, 
And our hearts, though stout and 
brave, 
Still, like muffled drums, are beat
ing 
Funeral marches to the grave. 

In the world's broad field of battle, 
In the bivouac of Life, 
Be not dumb, driven cattle! 
Be a hero in the strife! 

Trust no Future, howe'er pleas
ant! 
Let the dead Past bury its dead! 
Act, act in the living Present! 
Heart within, and God o'erhead! 

Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time; 

Footprints, that perhaps another, 
Sailing o'er life's solemn main, 
A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
Seeing, shall take heart again. 

Let us, then, be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate; 
Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labor and to wait. 
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Villagefest BBQ 

Urgent! 
Without your help, our an

nual BBQ may not be held this 
year. Last year we had difficulty 
getting volunteers for the annual 
Chicken BBQ. That event raises 
about $2500 each year. 

This year's Villagefest will be 
on 29 September, and that is when 
we would have our Chicken BBQ. 
Our approach this year will be to 
get names of volunteers on the sign
up sheet by 16 Sept. If we had 
enough names we'd then tell the 
Villagefest organizers that it's a 
"GO" situation. Without the names, 
we'd have to beg off for this year. 

All this to say that when we ask 
for volunteers in early September, 
please sign up. 

Who has HP5 or 
HP6 Laser Printer? 

The parish is stuck with an 
oversupply of toner cartridges for 
the HP5 and HP6 laser printers. If 
you own one of these printers, you 
may wish to get a great deal on the 
cartridges by buying one of our 
surplus ones at $70 (literally a mere 
fraction of our cost price). See Eliza
beth Norris-Gervais if you are in
terested, but act FAST; this bargain 
will not last very long at that price. 
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Garage Sale 
a Great Success! 

By now, you may have heard the 
good news that the Anglican Church 
Men's garage sale last month netted 
just over $3000. 

The Garage Sale was made pos
sible by the generous donations of 
collectibles by many Stittsville resi
dents including many, many parish
ioners from St. Thomas' Church, and 
by the efforts of many parishioners 
who organized and ran the event. We 
were very fortunate indeed that the 
weatherman ( weatherperson ?) coop
erated fully with a gorgeous day. 

This $3000 will be given to the 
Voice of the Martyrs ($1200), Com
munity Resource Centre of Kanata, 
Goulbourn and West Carleton 
($1200), and the Stittsville-Kanata 
Refugee Sponsorship Fund ($600) 
as part of the St. Thomas outreach 
effort. 

Thank you to everyone who 
made the event possible. 

Pete Torunski 

Once upon a time, a beauti
ful, independent, self assured 
princess happened upon a frog in 
a pond. The frog said to the prin
cess, "I was once a handsome 
prince until an evil witch put a 
spell on me. One kiss f rom you 
and I will turn back into a prince. 
Then we can marry, move into the 
castle with my mom, and you can 
prepare my meals, clean my 
clothes, bear my children and for
ever feel happy doing so." 

That night, while the princess 
dined on frog legs, she kept laugh
ing and saying, "I don't think so." 

Marriages 

Frederick John Smith 
and Susan Mary McCorkell 

May 12, 2001 

Baptisms 

March 11, 2001 
Nicholas Adam Roman Sendyk 

April 22, 2001 
Ellyn Elizabeth Edwards- Birrell 

Paige Ellen Ireland 
Samantha Margaret Ireland 
Caden Noah Austin Sharpe 
Brett MacDonald Stoppa 
Eric Stanton Sutherland 

June 17, 2001 
Kailee Anik Massenzio 

Lily Nicole Stone 

Deaths 

Daniel Joseph Roy 
died 9th of March, 2001 

buried 28th of May, 2001 

Gorden Bradley 
died 29th of May, 2001 
buried 31 of May, 2001 

Dream what you want to dream; 
go where you want to go; be 
what you want to be, because 
you have only one life and one 
chance to do all the things you 
want to do. 
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... --- Assan te Capi tal 
Management Ltd. --= ·- A t :- .:.. -:: ssan e 

602- 1335 Carling Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Z 8N8 

T: (613) 729-3222 Ext: 232 
Bruce Kerr. sA. crP F: (613) 729-5568 
Senior fi nancial Advisor E-mail: bkerr@assante.com 

TR.~"-:SA:..1ERlCA 
UFE C0\1Pr\.:"\lES 

MORLEY E. PAGET 
Insurance Broker 

(613) 592-7689 

Life, Disability and Group Insurance, RRSP'S, RRIF'S 

STEPHENS AUTO WRECKERS 

WE BUY WRECKS 

We pick up complete cars free 

Used Auto Parts · 
Lot 20, Concession 10, 

Stittsville, Ontario 

BOOSTING & TOWING 

Bus: 836-2442 
Res: 836-5990 Prop. Norm Stephens 

A !JIW>ION 01 MA I I WIC INI Y I N 1 C:O liD 

FEED & SEED (1982) LTD. 

6001 Hazeldean Road 
Stittsville, Ontario 
KOA 3GO Office: 836-6880 

sh~try R~;jd 
113 S1"rra Woods Dri"" 

Carp. Ontano 
KOA1LO 

For on appointmart q ll (613)839-0894 
ask fOr 

St ittsvi lie 
Small Animal Clinic 
Vete rinary Servic es for Dog s and Cats 

Dr. B. A. Coote. BV Sc 

Dr. j. R. Randall, B.V.Sc. M R.CV S. 

Dr. V. Bennett, O.V.M 

Weehtoys : 9:0 0a.m . ~ 3:00p.m. 
5 :00 p.m. - 700 p.m. 

Saturdays: 9 :30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

For appointments call 836 -5040 

1648 Main St. (opposite lobrary) 
Stittsville , Ontario K2S 1 A6 

Bring us your dreams, 
We can make them come true. 

MATT W. WIGNEY 
President 

P.O. Box 955 Stittsville, Ontario K2S 181 

www.wigneyhomes.com 
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Proprietor 

SPECIALIZING IN 
QUALITY REPAIRS & SERVICE TO ALL 

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC VEHICLES 
SINCE 1984 

836-2284 

FRANK MAVIGLIA 
2076 Carp Road 

Carp, Ontario 

Distinctively 
Wood 

Furnishings 

Specializing in custom 
built and finished 

wood furniture 
& fine furnishings 

Luc Faucon 
412 Churchill Ave. North 
Ottawa, ON K1 Z 5C6 
Tel: (613) 729-5956 
Fax: (613) 729-9149 

r, AVON F; 
Save time for your family and friends 

Shop AVON! 
Gifts, skin care, fashions and more! 

Call me for the latest brochure 

Leah Thomas 836-1457 

a 1 a, t4 !!4 ~nmn1 
BRADLEY'S 

"YOUR INDEPENDENT GROCER" 

Full Service Supermarket 
Deli - Fresh Meat - Floral 

Bakery - Produce - No Name 
and President's Choice Products 

Stittsville Shopping Centre 
(613) 831-3123 

1300 Main Street 

STORE HOURS 
MON-SAT8am-9pm,SUN10am-5pm 
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~[dine :Fitz(jera[d 
Freelance Writer 

(Including Technical Writing) 

Res. (613) 836-3970 Off. (819) 953-3498 
32 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

ENperlenced llrtlst 
Prlv11te Tultlon · 

1 Hour Lessons Fridays between 4:00 & 6:00 pm 
Training the hand and eye, perspective, 

figure, light & shade, colour, explore 
different mediums, etc. Art Library. 

Gillian Mattock 836-1280 

ONTARIO AND CANADA LA ND SURVEYOR 

PAUL A. RIDDELL, O.L.S., C.L.S. 

5 - 77 Auriga Dr. 
(Rideau Heights Business Park) 
Nepean, ON K2E 7Z7 
Tel: (6 !3) 225-85!3 
Fax: (6 13) 225-9816 

P.O. Box 721 
Stittsvilk , O N K2S IA9 

Tel: (613) 836-2 392 

Gerry Kroll 
Computer Consulting 

Basic to Advanced 

(613) 836-3970 
32 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

Let's Talk 
's j\uto & Equipment R 

IJtd~ . · epairs 
15 Sweetnam Drive, unit 603 

25 Years Experience 
After 5 pm Repair upon Request 

(613) 836-6511 
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y M c M E F 
p A E 0 T 0 D D N A L 

c M c L F N s u G A WY H A X u 
B E A H v E T A E N s T R E A M c s v 
y CWN J p s K R T N I A p I 0 T K I 
L u s R y A L 0 A R E D L u 0 B M E y s c 

L L I H T 0 0 F B L K A E I R A R p R J 
p L U Q G c R z N N F y v J u E p A c s D N A L R 

0 H G s E s L A N D K X L R E V I R D E s E R T 

Find these words, which are types of landscape, in the mountains above. They are forward, 
backward, up, down, and diagonal. Some letters are used in more than one word. 

MOUNTAIN 
COAST 
LAKE 
CANYON 
DESERT 

BOULDER 
FOOTHILL 
HILL 
RIVER 
FOREST 

STREAM 
PLATEAU 
PLAIN 
BEACH 
VALLEY 

SWAMP 
PRAIRIE 
BAY 
GLACIER 
ISLAND 

LAND 
LANDSCAPE 
GULLY 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Un9cramble 
Unscramble the letters of the following words and write your answers 
in the blanks. Where was the child in this verse? 

-L- -=r -L- -~- -=r --y- f=i ~Yo- I= 0 -1 f=i S 
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ANSWER 
'f88JII 01 l.O<IIJHR...W 

SJ4 10 Avp •41 I~ twwe!'I!M 
841 lit ..... ~ Pin 'I!J!ds \.llluaJit 

ewv:>eq Pin M&ID P\!40 "41 fAA( 

______ , 
I T S A I P 

Luke 1 :80, RSV 
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