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From the Rector's Desk .... 

Long time ago in Bethlehem so the Holy Bible says 
Mary's boy child Jesus Christ was born on Christmas Day. 

Hark now hear the angels sing a new king born today 
and man will live for evermore because of Christmas Day. 

While shepherds watched their flock by night, 
they saw a bright new shining star, 

and heard a choir of angels sing the music came from afar. 
Hark now hear the angels sing a new king born today 

and man will live for evermore because of Christmas Day. 

Now Joseph and his wife, Mary, came to Bethlehem that night, 
they found no place to bear her child, not a single room was in sight. 

Hark now hear the angels sing, a new king born today, 
and man will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day 

By and by they found a little nook in a stable all forlorn, 
and in a manger cold and dark, Mary's little boy was born. 

Hark, now hear the angels sing, a new king born today, 
and man will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day. 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding 

be in your hearts this Christmas Season 

and remain with you throughout the year. 

God Bless you all, 

Rev. Jane 



ADVENT 2014 

"Advent is the recovery of how to live in a 

world of impatience as a patient people".* 

Just how patient are you at this time of 

year? There is so much going on around us 
to ramp up our anxiety levels. One can feel 
the internal metronome pick up the pace 
each day as the Christmas celebrations 

approach. Our anxiety levels grow with 
each deadline - fixed mailing dates for 
parcels, written messages to those far 
away (somehow an email doesn't feel right 

at this time of year), perhaps a small party 
to prepare for, special outfits for other 
celebrations, meals to plan, and of course 
the presents to be chosen with care for 

our children, grandchildren and those who 
need a special remembrance. 

If one is slowed by a seasonal illness or 
injury (as I've discovered), frustration 

levels mount as one tries to delegate or 
figure out how to conserve energy so as to 
make things happen as they have always 
done. There are standards to maintain! But 

where can we find the patience and peace 
to let go of our fixed roles and to 
rediscover the stillness at the heart of 
Advent? 

In the face of the pressures of the world 
around us, howC:lo we recover -the pracfke 
of paHence th-Is Advent? Ali the external 

pressures and the increasing internal pace 

are at odds with our yearning and 
anticipation of the God who will break into 
history, who will come- as our beloved 
stories tell us - in the unexpected form of 

a baby born to a peasant couple in the 
unlikely setting of a cold, dark shelter 
used to house animals. 

When my five children were small it was 
actually simpler to enjoy the wonder of the 
Advent season- their needs were simpler, 
their expectations fewer and therefore so 

were mine. Now as I watch my grownup 
children and nine grandchildren cope with 
their endlessly complicated lives I long for 
that simple time for them and for myself. 

Alas, the world doesn't work like that any 

longer so I must search for what I can do 
to make a difference for myself, for them 
and for others during this time of waiting. 

First I tell myself- stop, be present, see 
the needs of others and act on that. 
Watch for God in the unexpected places -
in the faces of children, in the faces of 

the distressed and especially in the faces 
of those who offer you service during this 
time. Connect in the small acts of kindness 

we can do every day. I need to pray my 

prayers, read poetry and listen to 
wonderful music- to really hear the words 
of Handel's Messiah once again. I am 
moved to tears each year at the NAC when 

thousands of people rise to their feet as 
th_e first f~w n()tes of the Hallelujah 

chorus sound. I would venture to say that _ 
many of those people are not formally 

religious but they are moved by a profound 
mystery that wells up from a deep place of 

faith and hope and peace. 



ADVENT 2014 

We too need to take the time to listen, to 
be patient, to pay attention, to find in our 

stillness the One who is coming to bring 

peace again to the earth. 

I've loved the following poem because it 
sets apart the one who did not rush off 
with the crowd to see and tell, but stayed 

to wonder at God's world and found the 
profound peace we all long for. 

A Shepherd Abiding 

And the angel of the Lord 
came down, and led them all 
away. 
I watched them follow with 
trembling praises. 
They spared glances, asked 
for my company. I 
pretended I hadn't heard. 
Over the hill, and they were 
gone. 
I watched the sheep, 
Who stirred, bleated, and 
slept. 
It was I who remained. 

And-when they returned, 
their eyes shone and 
their words glowed. They 
told me of the wonders of that 

---------- - -nigh+. 

They told me of their 
hope. 
And above all, in their 
new songs, they told me of 
the star, solitary and most 
brilliant. 

And I wished I, too, had 
seen. 
And they fell silent, 

exhausted by their awe. I 
smiled, and as they rested, 
I told them of the time 
I had passed. 
I told them of the still and 
living air. 
My voice shook as I shared the 
sky I had beheld, a 
perfect sprawl of stars as many 
as the threads I wore. 
And I fell silent, 
and they wished they too, had 
seen. 

Sophie Tilgner** 

On behalf of Pat McNally, Rector's 
Warden, Liz Hall, Deputy Warden, all of 
Parish Council and myself, may I extend 

the blessings of the Season to you all, and 
may you discover the peace of Christ at 
the centre of your world this Advent and 

always. 

Robin Tilgner, People's Warden 

*Stanley Hauerwas: attributed 
**From Watercoloured Ashes 2001 
(used with permission) 

We welcome to the Christian Family 
through the sacrament of Baptism: 

Samuel Richard Lajoie 

May he grow in God's grace and love. 



Magnificent! 
The Stairwell Carollers 

November 28th. 2014 
Sorry to all you readers that missed this great 

performance. Let me try and convey what a night of 

entertainment happened at St. Thomas. 

Due to a mistake on my part, the concert was 

originally advertised starting at 7:00. However when 

we booked them over a year ago (that's how popular 

they are) we booked them for 7:30. So as not to be 

left with egg on our faces, it was arranged that 

Naomi Watson -Laird on piano and Neave Watson

Laird on trumpet would lead us in a Christmas sing 

along from 7:00 to 7:30, which put everyone in the 

Christmas spirit. 

Pat McNally acted as Master of Ceremonies and it 

was fine acting. The program guide provided by the 

Stairwell Carollers listed 28 songs for the evening. 

Martha Patterson of the Stairwell Carollers gave us 

a running breakdown of the songs we were about to 

hear. They would be grouped together in sets of 4 

or 5. Various songs were sang in Latin, French , 

English, Spanish, and one based on a Native 

American hymn. 

Varieties of old favorites and tradition hymns which 

will become our new favorites were sung. We at St. 

Thomas, being the first concert of the season, were 

blessed in hearing a brand new hymn written and 

arranged by the director of Stairwell Carollers, 

Pierre Massie "0 magnum myst erium". 

It was a great performance which justified the 

standing ovation they received. They responded with 

an encore, Carol of the Bells. St. Thomas put on a 

reception after the concert. giving everyone a 

chance to socialize-and :talkabout the-concert. The -

-- Stairwell Coroners-provided a giffbasketand ··· 

everyone had a chance fo -puftheirname in for the 

-draw. The lucky winner was our own Robin Tilgner. 

These events do not just happen, a lot of work 

happens before, during and after the conce rt . 

Here are some of the people I would like to thank 

for their support in making this a successful event: 

Bob McCaig, Barb Bottrell, Judy Dallaway, Gert 

Brown, Dave Dallaway, Diane Clements, Pat Dalphy, 

Pat & Bonnie McNally, Gary and Lorna Graham, Liz 

Hall, Elizabeth Norris and Rev.Jane McCaig, all who 

helped in making the squares for the reception. To 

those who I missed,your work was still greatly 

appreciated. And lastly to Rikki Cameron for allowing 

me a late pass for the People's Pulpit. 

Best of the season!! 

John Clarke 

THE SINGING CHRISTMAS CARDS 

WE'RE BACK!!! 

Save the wear and tear on on the post 

person this year. Send that special person 

a singing Christmas Card. Not crammed into 

the bottom of a bag, but delivered in 

person, one happy song at a time. 

For only $10.00 we will face snow, sleet and 

rain to sing three Christmas songs of your 

choice. Make this Christmas very special 

for those on your list . (The receiver of this 

gift must live in the Stittsville area .) 

The sign- up sheet is in the back of the 

church or contact John Clarke 
613--831-77()4._. 



Snowflake Bazaar 

On Saturday, November l 5t, the flurries were 

not outside; they were throughout St. Thomas 

church and hall ........ Flurries of activity, that 

is!! 

It began immediately inside the church doors 

where an impressive array of adult and 

children's books were offered for sale. 

Footprints on the floor led the uninitiated 

through the church doors to a beautiful display 

of homemade Christmas ornaments, including 

Christmas spiders (which were a great hit!) 

The footprints then continued on to the Home 

Decor section in the Council room where a 

marvelous variety of household articles were 

on display. 

Down the back stairs, the footprints led to the 

Sunday School room sporting a huge table 

filled with jewelry, along with purses and 

scarves tastefully exhibited in the children's 

'cubbies'. 

In the main hall , the bake table offered 

everything from Christmas puddings to 

homemade soup, cookies and squares to 

preserves and pies. 

The ACW had a 'Tiny Treasures' table 

absolutely loaded with treasures!!! 

The Silent Auction was a huge drawing point 

offering wonderful items donated by 

individuals and businesses throughout the 

community. 

The Christmas crafts and gently used 

Christmas decorations were the 'icing on the 

cake' with an awesome variety of articles for 

sale. 

Finally .... the lunch room, staffed by smiling 

and efficient 'angels', offered a choice of 

several types of homemade soup, rolls and 

sweets. 

The crowds were impressive and impressed! 

Compliments abounded! 

It took many, MANY hands and feet to make 

this year's bazaar such an amazing success. 

Over $6000 was raised to assist in our St. 

Thomas ministries. To all of you, a huge round 

of applause! And, to God be the glory! 

Robin Tilgner and Bonnie McNally 

Bazaar Coordinators 



---, 
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Synod 2014 Embracing God's Future: 
Together on the Way 

Synod 2014- The Bishop's Charge 

Saying that his Charge to Synod this year was more 
like a sermon or homily, Bishop John Chapman said 
this is a Synod that is all about dreams. "We have a 
dream that is not my dream but it's our collective 
dream." 

Two years ago, he said he called on Synod and 
Diocesan Council to begin to imagine what the 
Diocese of Ottawa 2.0 might look like. "We live in 
very different times and it is appropriate for us to 
imagine ourselves differently in light of this reality." 
Consultations were held in every part of the Diocese 
and everyone had an opportunity to speak and 
provide their views, opinions and concerns, hopes and 
dreams. Responses were received from two thousand 
people. 

"As a group from our diocese began work with the 
data collected, their words and conversations began 
to take the form of a prayer-a prayer of 

lamentation, joy, hope and confidence in God's 
presence among us, working with us to effect God's 
wonderful dream. Today we have before us our 
prayer, our dream and our road map that wi II guide 
our mission, Embracing God's Future: Together on 
the Way." 

He added: "We have hope and promise that Jesus is 

with us to guide us. I invite you all to begin now to 
live this dream." 

The Charge was recorded and is available on the 
diocesan website www ottawa angl ican ca <http:// 
www.ottawa anglican,ca/>. 

Synod 2014 summary 

Embracing God's Future- Described by Bishop John 
Chapman as "wonderful news to take back to your 
parish," Synod unanimously approved Embracing 
God's Future: A Strategic Roadmap for the Diocese 
of Ottawa and referred it to Diocesan Council, the 
people and parishes for implementation. It includes 
five priorities: Buildings and the shape of parish 
ministry; Engagement with the world; Lifelong 
formation; Worship and hospitality; and 
Communications. The Bishop, who said he "hoped 

parishes will run with this project as soon as you go 
home," also thanked the many people invo lved in 
bringing it to fruition. 

In reply to questions, it was stated that the task 
force will be looking at various mechanisms for 
evaluating the progress of the program and how to 
measure its success. It might also be possible at a 

later date to discuss how the roadmap prayer can 
evolve. 

Community Ministries - The Rev. Brian Kauk, chair 
of the Community Ministry Committee, said that 
with the approval of the Embracing God's Future 
roadmap, "we believe a wonderful collaboration can 
take place between the ministries and parishes." 
Each of the ministries was asked to suggest three 

ways for such partnerships. They included 
parishes providing property or land to create new 
affordable housing for Cornerstone residents, 
providing musical talent for spiritual programming 
at The Well, helping to publish flyers and other 
material for the Ottawa Pastoral Counselling 
Centre, extending Centre 454's winter 
programming, and brightening the premises of St. 
Luke's Table with a much needed paint job. 

Tackling homelessness- Told that it is estimated 
that there are 200,000 people who access 
emergency services or sleep outdoors in a given year 
in Canada, Synod unanimously approved a motion that 
affirmed and endorsed elements of the 2013 Joint 

Assembly resolution committing our churches to an 
approach of learning, action, advocacy and prayer 
concerning homelessness and affordable housing. It 
encourages innovative approaches, including the 
consideration of homelessness and affordable 
housing in the disposition of church property and 
real estate. Youths aged 16-24, Aboriginals and 
seniors are among the most vulnerable, said the Rev. 
Laurette Glasgow, who moved the motion. 

Dean Peter Elliott - Special guest, the Very Rev. 
Peter Elliott, Dean of the Diocese of New 
Westminster, spoke of a Vancouver Foundation 
survey that found the key issues for people in the 
city were problems of disconnect and isolation in the 
community. The result was that Christ Church 
Cathedral, where Peter is rector, set what they 



Synod 2014 Embracing God's Future: 
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called Deep Purpose Goals for community building by 
connecting people with one another through 

deepening ministry among families and encouraging 
spiritual growth for all ages. In his speech to the 
banquet, he described his work as one of three 

Canadian members of the Anglican Consultative 
Council. 

The Very Rev. Jonas Allooloo- Dean of St. Jude's 
Cathedral, Iqaluit, in the Diocese of the Arctic, was 
another guest. For over three decades, he led the 
work of translating the Bible into Inuktitut in 
partnership with the Canadian Bible Society. He said 
demand for the Bible had resulted in a second 
printing. He also said the fundraising program -
titled Freedom 2015 - to cover the cost of 
rebuilding the "igloo"cathedral was still $1.463 
million short. Anglicans in the diocese have been 
challenged to donate an extra $20 a week so that 
the cathedral can be consecrated by Christmas 
2015. 

GIFT Campaign- Monica Patten, chair, reported 
that the active campaign is over, with a total of 
$12,404,048 in cash, pledges and bequests. Out of 
that total, $3.7 million has been distributed to 
parishes, with $1.4 million going to the Diocese. An 
area of concern that is being studied is the shortfall 
of funds flowing into the diocesan case, one reason 
being that some of the money is coming from 
bequests. The parishes are receiving their full 
share. 

Cathedral Hill Development- David Caulfeild, chair 
of the Cathedral Hill Foundation, said this is a "good 
news story" with the first revenue due to be 
received short ly by the Cathedral and Diocese after 
eight years of development. The Cathedral Hall and 
the Archives space will be ready by Nov. 25. 
Because the office rental market is flat, the phase 
two development has been turned into a condo office 
project. It will be 12 storeys high and the biggest 
wood-framed building in Canada. 

Parish Growth and Renewal Consultants Advisory 
Panel -Ron Brophy, a member of the panel, reported 
that 20 congregations and 10 p_arishes had received 
support in the last year to improve the 
effectiveness and reach of their ministry. One of 

the highlights of the year was in the Ottawa West 
Deanery, with a possible joint ministry involving St. 
Mark's, St. Richard's and St. Michael and All Angels. 
The three agreed to assess the idea. In the end, St. 
Michael and All Angels and St. Richard's agreed to 
work together towards a joint ministry, helped by 
strong parish leadership and an equal voice for both 
parishes. Both will vote on the idea at their 2015 
vestries. Ron said there's a good chance of success 
and this will create a model for future mergers. 

Property and Finance- Michael Herbert, Director 
of Financial Ministry, said that reports for 2013 
showed that the number of members on parish rolls 
was 20,571, down 1,546 from 2012.The number of 
identifiable givers was down to 8,537 from 8,775. 

However, increases were reported in the number of 
Sunday School pupils and youth members. Receipted 
donations totalled $10,988,346, an increase of 3.6 
per cent. Average annual givings were $1,287, or 
$24.75 weekly, an increase of 23 per cent over the 
previous five years. 

Government Relations - Special Advisor for 
Government Relations-for both the Diocese and the 

Anglican Church of Canada-the Rev. Laurette 
Glasgow reported that there is no shortage of 
issues on the radar. She has been engaging in 
conversations with the federal government on the 
Middle East, focusing on humanitarian responses and 
refugee relief, and on financial support for the 
health-care institutions of our companion diocese, 

the Diocese of Jerusalem. She has also developed 
contacts with the Canadian Ambassador for 
Religious Freedom, in addition to working on the 
domestic front regarding homelessness and engaging 
with government on issues ranging from refugees to 
prison chaplaincies and Circles of Support and 

Accountability. 

Nominees approved 
Synod approved the following appointments: 

Advisory Panel on Termination of Clerical 
Appointments: The Rev. Canon Catherine Ascah, the 
Rev. Canon Pat Johnston, and Heather Avery. 

Diocesan Council, for a three-year term: The Rev. 
George Kwari, the Rev. Sue McCullough, the Rev. 
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Hilary Murray and Michael Perkin; for a two-year 
term, Ashley Russell. 

Provincial Synod for a three-year term: The Rev. 
Laurette Glasgow, the Rev. Brian Kauk, the Rev. 
Kathryn Otley, the Ven. David Selzer. Lay members: 
Irene Barbeau, Stephanie Boyd, Caroline Fitzpatrick, 
Michael Perkin. 

Trinity College Corporation: The Rev. Canon David 
Clunie, the Rev. Canon Roger Young, Patricia Bays, 
David Jeanes. 

Judy Darling retires 

After 15 years as lay secretary, Judy Darling 
announced her retirement in the final moments of 
Synod 2014. Bishop John Chapman thanked her 
profusely for her service to Synod, with her 
extensive knowledge of the workings of the diocese. 
Judy, a member of St. Mark's, Ottawa, was 
presented with a bouquet of flowers in appreciation 
of her work. 

submitted by: Ryan Dallaway 

Help Wantedl! 

Wanted musically gifted or musically 
challenged people to sing their hearts 
out. 

It's that time of year to go door to 
door carolling. We have brought the 
tradition back to ST. Thomas with the . 
Singing Christmas Cards. If you have 
been over come with the need to stand 
out in the cold and sing .... We want you. 
Bring joy to others this Christmas 
season, and join a group that likes to 
wear red cowboy hats in the winter. 

Contact John Clarke 613-831-7704 .... 
Fun wi II ensue. 

Free-will or membership dues? 

I have a co-worker who is a sufficiently devout Jew 
that her children attend Jewish school and she 
always takes vacation for all the Jewish holidays. I 
was aware that she attends an area synagogue for 
the various holiday services. I have had several 
conversations with her about her beliefs and it is 
clear that attending services is significant for her 
spiritually. Recently I asked her if she attends 
synagogue every weekend and based on our previous 
conversations I was quite surprised that her answer 
was "no". She went on to explain that she can't 
afford that level of membership and can only pay 
enough to be there for specific holidays and 
observances. 

That prompted some reflections about how we pay 
our bills in our church. Wouldn't it seem strange to 
have different levels of membership that clearly are 
differentiated by degree of commitment or ability 
to pay. How sad would it be for someone who has 
experienced an abrupt change in financial 
circumstance to suddenly have to reduce church 
attendance. Someone on a fixed income may also 
find themselves unable to keep up their membership. 
The system of free-will offering separates our 
membership and involvement from the money we 
give. 

I believe that God provides us each with the means 
to collectively give what our congregation needs to 
do the work God wants us to do. We have had some 
financial difficulty in recent years, and difficulty 
attracting volunteers in leadership roles. It isn't 
fully clear to me the reasons for this. Are we trying 
to pay for things God doesn't want, or provide 
services we aren't meant to provide? Are there 
people missing from our congregation, either fallen 
away or not yet attracted to St. Thomas? Are we 
not giving as freely as God intends of our time, 
talents and treasures? 

I do not have the answers and I encourage each of 
you to prayerfully consider what God is calling you to 
do in the life of our congregation. 

Liz Hall 



Grocery Card Program - Did you know about this? 

Many of you reading this column know that St. 
Thomas receives a 5io commission for all 
grocery cards sold. This income is used to 
support our ministry programs in the Parish. 

You probably think that the cards are to be 
used for buying groceries only ... while this may 
be your primary reason for buying the cards 
there are other valuable uses for the card. 

Did you know that you can use the St. Thomas 
gift cards to buy gift cards from other 
companies? 

Here are two scenarios: 

Use the St. Thomas gift card to purchase a 
gift card for another company: take your 
Independent gift card to Brown's Independent 
Grocer, for example, and buy your Christmas 
gift cards from their very large assortment of 
cards available. They have dozens of 
restaurants, Best Buy, Home Depot, Canadian 
Tire, Rona, LCBO, all kinds of prepaid telephone 
and long distance cards, as well as, a large 
assortment of department, sporting and 
clothing store cards available. The recipient 
can then use the gift card to select the gift 
they most desire. 

Use the St. Thomas gift card to purchase the 
gift you wish to give to someone: in this 
example you do exactly as described above 
except that now you use the new gift card to 
purchase the gift you want to give to someone. 
For example, if you are thinking of giving a gift 
from Can_adian Tire, Best Buy or Home Depot, 
you use the new card to purchase the gift. 

Hopefully you have chosen well, but just in 
case, this example allows the recipient to 
return the gift in exchange for something else 
they desire. 

Of course, as simple as it seems, some people 
appreciate receiving a gift card from St. 

Thomas to be used for groceries. St . Thomas 
sells cards for the Independent (Loblaws :and 
Superstore included), Farm Boy, Metro, Food 
Basics, Sobeys, and Bulk Barn. 

If you wish to give a gift card to someone or 
are considering buying a gift for that special 
person why not "kill two birds with one stone?" 
All you have to do is give your Independent gift 
card to the cashier and they will activate your 
new chosen gift card. 

Another reason to buy our gift cards is in 
support of our Angel Tree. Our Angel Tree will 
be up and ready in the Church on November 
23rd_ This year the Stittsville Food Bank 
requested that we provide gift cards instead 
of a purchased gift. This was decided to 
support families who wish to shop for 
themselves because only they know their true 
needs, wants, and culturally acceptable gifts 
for their loved ones. Suggestions for the 
stores are listed on the back of the Angel. 
Again, using St. Thomas gift cards to purchase 
your chosen gift cards in support of the Angel 
Tree "serves both purposes well." 

We have several gift card sellers at St. 
Thomas including Susan Chapman, Don Gillen, 
Bob McCaig, Bonnie McNally Bob Lomas and, of 
course, Liz in the office. 

Want the cards delivered to you? Call Bob 
McCaig at 613-219-3431 and place your order. 
Minimum delivery value is $200. 

Thank you for supporting our ministry 
programs. 

Bob McCaig 



Ryder - A girl and her dog. 
Toronto Pet Photography Session in 
Rouge Park. 1.18.13 

When Sarah first called me to book a session with 
her puppy, I had no idea what a special dog I was 
about to meet. All owners gush about how great 
their dog is, and it goes without saying that each one 
is definitely special. But Ryder is a little different
for he was the fulfillment of a wish Sarah has had 
since she was a little girl. 

You see, a couple of years ago Sarah was diagnosed 
with cancer. As she began to undergo treatment 
and take up the fight against the disease, her 
mother found a book where, as a little girl, she had 
written down her dreams for the future. One of 
these dreams was to have a golden retriever puppy. 
Truth be told, Sarah had never given up on that 
dream and now that it seemed that life had thrown 
her a curve ball, she was ready to make it happen. 

And that, in short, is how Ryder joined Sarah and 
her family. Ryder may not be a puppy any more, 
certainly not in the technical definition of the word, 
but he is definitely Sarah's "heart-puppy". RP (short 
for Ryder Puppy) has been with Sarah through 
everything and anything, and to witness the bond will 
give you goosebumps. It is often remarked that the 
strongest relationships are created through 
adversity, and I am told that Ryder would simply lie 
with Sarah as she went through endless treatments 
offering the silent comfort that only a loyal dog can. 
In many ways, as Sarah's mom says, "He saved us 
all". 

And so, one crisp autumn Saturday morning in Rouge 
Park, we all took a walk with Ryder and Sarah to 
document the relationship of a girl and her dog. 
Gratefully, Sarah is in remission now and therefore 
looks forward to many more walks with her RP, but it 
was important to her to capture the be~uty of the 
relationship as it is today. We definitely created 
some gorgeous imagery, but I think you would agree 
that the most beautiful part of these images is the 
story that goes with it. 

Ryder, Thank you for letting me into your life 
and giving us the privilege of photographing you 
and your family. Your love, your loyalty, your 
being . . . you are a beautiful soul. I wish you 
many more romps in the park and beautiful walks 
with Sarah by your side . . . * 

Update: It has been just about four years since our 
granddaughter's brain tumor was removed. Sarah 
completed a 2 year nursing course and has been 
posted at Sick Children's Hospital in Toronto. She 
loves being a pediatric nurse. 

Thank~ be to God and to the many parishioners at 
St. Thomas who prayed for Sarah. 

Nona Steadman 

*Ryder- A girl and her dog. 
is reprinted by permission. 



November 25th, to December 10th. 16 days of activism against gender violence. 

The following blog was written in response to 
the ongoing discussions in the media and on 
social networks in recent weeks around the 
topic of gender harassment and bullying based 
on a power imbalance. More and more voices of 
both women and men are being heard as it 
seems that such behaviour is at last becoming 
unacceptable in our homes, schools, workplaces 
and social gatherings. November 25 -
December 10 marks this year's global campaign 
of 16 Days of Activism Against Gender 
Violence. Wear a white ribbon, find out more, 
discuss gender issues with those around you, 
take a stand, make it stop! 

REMEMBER THE RULES 

Remember the rules, my girl. 

You wi II never know where there might be a 
snake in the grass, so watch your step. 

They will believe him. Even if they believe you 
later, they will believe him first, and most. 
They will believe him because he is team 
captain. Because he is a doctor. Because he is 
famous. Because he is so nice. Because he 
provides a public service. Because look at him
and look at you. Because he spoke up right 
away and therefore has nothing to be ashamed 
of, and you hesitated and therefore have 
something to hide. 

You have to be careful all the time. It's not 
enough to be cautious of lovers and strangers; 
we know they can't be trusted. But watch your 
friends, even your family. Those who know you 
best will know just when to twist the knife. A 
friend knows where the bruises won't show and 
where the scars wi II last longest, even without 
laying a hand on you. 

Remember that every time I say "Him", it can 
just as easily be "Her". 

You have to give the benefit of the doubt 
every time. Check that you haven't 
misunderstood. Check that he isn't having a 
bad day. Check that you aren't having a bad 
day. Check that you didn't say or do something 
to upset him. Check that you gave no excuse, no 
reason, no justification that can be levied at 
you later. Check again. 

Treat everyone with kindness and respect, and 
expect them to treat you with the same. But 
know when to run. 

Trust your gut. Trust your gut. Trust your gut. 

They will want you to remember how you 
exaggerate all manner of things. They will 
remind you how emotional you get. How 
situations sometimes seem worse than they 
really are. As time passes, this will seem truer. 
Don't let yourself forget how you felt. 

They will want you to lighten up. Not to take 
things so seriously. Not to over-think this. And 
the ugly little voice in your own head will agree. 
He might lose his reputation, but a reputation 
is nothing these days when everyone loves a 
comeback. You might lose your credibility, and 
credibility is everything. 

Even though you know what happened - are you 
sure you know? Are you sure? Are you sure? 
Because if you are ever once mistaken, they 
will never forget. And if you ever, ever, ever lie 
about this, my girl, you wi II not be hurting him -
but the next girl who cries wolf, because no 
one will come running. 

Sophie Ti lgner 

i d lecrow .b logspot .com 
A Commonplace Blog 
Tuesday, October 28th, 2014 



Christmas is a comin' 

Christmas is a comin' 
and the geese are gettin' fat. 
Please to put a penny 
in a poor man's hat. 
If you haven't got a penny 
then a ha'penny will do. 
If you haven't got a ha'penny 
may God Bless You! 

That song was sung frequently around my 
home as Christmas approached, mainly I 
think, because it has to do with financial 
circumstances and food, two of my parents 
main concerns around that time of the 
year. 

Nothing in our lives was more important 
than supper, oddly enough. The entire day 
revolved around six o'clock in the evening 
when we sat down, in the Scots idiom, "to 
take our potatoes" no matter what was 
being served. And because our house was 
the anchor house for the neighborhood, it 
was a rare occasion indeed when there 
were just my father, mother, sister and 
myself sitting at the table. Not only was 
there food to be consumed, but this was 
where the events of the day, our triumphs 
and disasters were recounted, hashed 
over, embellished, bemoaned and enjoyed 
along with the food that my mother had 
cooked. 

Mom was "a good plain cook" and I often 
joked to my friends that I didn't need a 
calendar to tell day of the week. All I 
needed was to smell what was cooking for 
supper. Joke though it was, it wasn't until 
I was much older that I realized that the 
weekly menu had as much to do with 
financial planning as it had to do with the 
food that regularly appeared on the table. 

In those days it was common for girls to 
learn the fine art of "housewifery" from 
their mothers, but my mother like my 
father worked outside of the home and by 
the time she did get back in the evening 
she had neither the time nor the 
inclination to teach her daughters how to 
cook. I remember telling her in later years 
how our failure to launch had less to do 
with our fear of flying than our fear of 
"frying". Her entire family learned to cook 
"long-distance" giving a whole new meaning 
to the words, "an expensive education" 
since for all of us, our initial culinary 
efforts started with picking up the phone 
and calling my mother. 

My sister was such a poor cook, she 
remains the only person I know who could 
confidently make lumpy canned vegetable 
soup. Her "go to" dinner was a box of KD 
and a bottle of ketchup. Her children 
spend a great deal of their early lives 
around our supper table in self-defense, 
and so, like me, when faced with cooking 
for company their first thought was to 
pick up the phone and call Grandma. 

One grandchild, faced with making dinner 
on Christmas Day, decided, after much 
discussion with her friends, to cook a ham, 
"as that would be easiest." This was to be 
a surprise for her fiance's folks, whom she 
had never met. So at noon on the day, she 
picked up the phone and called my mother. 
"Hi Granny. How do you cook a ham?" 

My Mother looked nervously at the clock 
and replied, "What kind of ham is it?" 

We didn't need the benefit of telephone 
wires to hear the scream that echoed all 
the way from Shiloh, Manitoba to Ottawa-



Christmas is a comin' 

"WHAT KIND OF HAM?? THERE ARE 
DIFFERENT KINDS!!!!!!!" 

I waited until my mother had spent forty
five long minutes sorting out this incipient 
culinary catastrophe to ask, "Why is she 
cooking a ham? The Solway's are Jewish." 

My father, sister and I always looked 
forward to the season, not so much 
because of Christmas day, but because of 
the great Scottish festival of Hogmanne. 
Mom would bake "sweets" for the season, 
wonderful treats that we wouldn't get at 
any other time of the year, for the great 
New Year festival is a time of gathering 
and visiting with friends, and no woman 
wanted to stint her guests at New Years. 

Fruitcakes would have been baked a full 
year in advance so the cakes could be 
properly aged using plenty of good Scotch 
whiskey, but the bulk of the cooking would 
be done in December when kitchens would 
normally be cold and the pantry would be 
filled with butter made during the summer, 
for the ultimate treat was shortbread and 
every cook knew that to make the best 
shortbread, butter must be cold and 
"creamed" by hand. My mother, like her 
mother before her was known far and wide 
for the quality of her shortbread. It was 
in great demand and she often sold rounds 
of it on behalf of the charities both she 
and my father supported. 

Since she needed to make so much of it, 
she viewed my sister and I and our 
salivating cousins and friends as a handy 
labour force, and while she never exactly 
taught any of us her recipes or methods, 
so many weekends before Christmas and 
New Years were spent happily making the 

dough, patting it into her precious clay 
molds and baking it, that most of my 
friends, male and female, fifty years on, 
can still recite the recipe from memory. 
One of them, in fact told me recently that 
he had taught his son how to make his 
favorite "cookie" treat and that he 
intended to set aside a weekend soon in 
order to spend the day teaching his 
grandson the process. I wished him well. 
Just as he will be passing the tradition on, 
so will I. My mother, I know, will be 
watching us from her place in the heavens. 

So here, for those of you who weren't 
fortunate enough to be a part of those 
wonderful winter weekends in my mother's 
kitchen, is: 

Beth Cameron's Shortbread 

Shortbread has to be one of the easiest 
and most forgiving cooking doughs ever to 
be made in a kitchen. You can spoon it onto 
a cookie sheet and press it down with a 
fork. Make it into a refrigerated log to be 
used when you need it, use a traditional 
mold or roll it out on a floured surface and 
use cookie cutters. If you like variety you 
can dump just about anything into the 
dough, from mini chocolate chips to lemon, 
lime or orange zest. (My best friends' 
favorite, adapted from this recipe is 
lemon-rosemary.) And it is firm enough 
when baked to be decorated by little 
hands. (Horrors, my Celtic ancestors are 
rolling in their graves!) Just remember to 
keep it cool or better still cold, and try 
not to handle the dough too much. 
Handling it makes it tough. 

Oven temperature: 325 F. 



Christmas is a com in': continued 

Oven temperature: 325 F. 

Cooking time: 25 minutes for a molded six 
to eight inch round. Prepare the mold 
according to the manufacturers directions. 
(This usually means very lightly oiling the 
mold.) 

Cookies: ten to fifteen minutes. 

Some people like their cookies a very light 
golden brown but a true Scot would 
consider such cookies "burnt." since true 
Scottish shortbread is traditionally very 
white Uust baked,) in colour. 

Cream together with a wooden spoon, 

1 Cup of Butter 
!/2 Cup of Sugar 

when the butter and sugar are smooth, mix 
in 2 1/2 Cups of sifted all purpose flour. 

If you are going to add anything, add it 
now or divide the dough into say, three 
different balls and add different things. 
If it seems that the dough is getting soft, 
put it in the fridge for about fifteen 
minutes to firm it up before baking. 

Pat into a mold or bake on an un-greased 
cookie sheet for the recommended length 
of time. 

My mother found that these baked treats 
kept best stored in the freezer in a large 
unattractive tin clearly labeled "Rat 
Poison." 

I wish all my readers a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy (and prosperous) Hogmanne. 
Rikki Cameron 
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Do You Know? 
Pat Dalphy 

'twas a dark and stormy night ... ' actually it was a 

cold, wet, November day in 1989, when a group of 

St. Thomas parishioners drove two trucks, plus a 
variety of other vehicles, to Ingleside to the de

consecrated church of St. Peter, to pick up pews for 
our not-yet-started new church building. 

The story dates back to 1957 when St. Peter's was 

one of two large churches built to replace several 
smaller churches from the drowned villages along 
the St. Lawrence River, drowned, of course, to 
accommodate the new Seaway. Ontario Hydro 
helped finance the cost of the building, but St. 
Peter 's was built with inadequate insulation, leaving 
it very cold in the winter, and very hot and 
uncomfortable in the summer. Heating costs were 
prohibitive, the congregation was becoming smaller 

and older, and serious structural problems caused 
the building to be closed in 1988 and secularized in 
1989. Many of its parishioners joined the 
congregation of Christ Church, Long Sault. The 
building was demolished in November 1990, and in 
1999 the land was sold. 

In the meantime, St. Thomas was outgrowing the 
small building on Main Street, and plans were 
underway to build a new, larger church beside the 
small one. The old, abandoned church of St. Peter, 
Ingleside had developed a leaking roof with water 
accumulating on the floor and staining the woodwork, 
and was being vandalized. Its former parishioners 
were anxious to dispose of all items of value. The 
new St. Thomas was going to need many new items, 
prayer books, hymn books, linens, light fixtures, 
everything. Rev. Ross Moulton, the then Rector of 
St. Thomas, with his two wardens, Barbara Cordukes 
and Brian K. Smith, drove to Long Sault to meet with 
the Priest there, hoping that some of the needed 
items could be donated. The visit was even more 
successful than they had hoped. They were given a 
chalice, two candle stands and 3 collection plates, 
but, more importantly, they were given permission to 
remove a set of pews, enough to seat 200 people, 
ideal for t he new church, all for the cost of moving 
and restoring them, saving at least $40,000 from 
the building fund. It was decided to accept them, 
even though the original consideration had been to 
purchase the interlocking cha irs that were 
considered a more popular, comfortable and flexible 

option for church worship spaces. The pews in the 
present small church had been saved from t he fire 
t hat had gutted the old church at Stanley Corners 
and were too few for the planned larger building. 
They were also given permission to pick up 
spotlights, a ceiling fan, hymn boards, cupboards, 
sinks and a dozen french doors. 

With little time left due to vandals and the 
deteriorating condition of St. Peter's a small band 
of parishioners drove to St. Peter's that cold 
November day, and dismantled the pews, which were 
lifted on to the trucks, along with the other items. 
They were racing against time, all had to be done 
that Saturday, November 25, and November days, 
as we all know, are very short. (I have been told 
that one parishioner, Peter Torunski, was teetering 

on top of a ladder, trying to take down a chandelier, 
as darkness fell). They were unable to take 
everything they would have liked, and among things 
left behind with great regret, was a beautiful, 
ornate and very heavy, font. 

The pews, made of American red oak were stored 
for 6 months in a barn, and were then trucked to 
the old Bradley's grocery store, just two doors down 
from the church and were used in the worship 
services that were being held there during the 
building of the new church. A team of parishioners 
refurbished them and just before · Christmas 1990 
they were carried across the parking lot and into 
the new church, where several arrangements were 

tried before placing them in their present layout. 
Nelson Brock worked on fitting some of the pews 
into the choir area, and later expanded the book 
racks on them. The pews from the old Church at 
Stanley Corners which had been used in the first 
building on Main Street, were placed in the Hall and 

in the Balcony where they are to this day. If you 
look closely, some of our pews still have burn marks 
on them (from Stanley Corners) and some have 
water marks on them (from St. Peter's, Ingleside.) 

I would like to thank Brian Smith, Peter Torunski 
and Robin Tilgner for the information contained 
above. Pete sent me copies of articles in The 
People's Pulpit from 1989 and 1990 which were very 
interesting and provided a first hand historical 
record, and helped me get my dates straight. 



Broken Bird 

This morning, I am not in a rush. I decide to 

take the streetcar. It is 7h45 am and the 

streetcar is empty. Only a few passengers are 

on board half asleep. They sti II have wet hair 

and smell of soap and fresh coffee. I sit next 

to the backdoors and watch as the city rolls by. 

Next stop, a homeless man gets on. He is 

talking loud ly and does not have enough money 

to pay the fare. The driver is getting 

impatient, he will not leave unless the man pays 

the full amount. The homeless man has a pair of 

brand new socks in his hands, he is willing to 

sell these socks to whomever can pay for him, 

he says. Finally, someone sitting in the front 

pays the fair, but does not take the socks. The 

homeless man comes and sits besides me at the 

back of the streetcar but not before asking me 

politely if the seat is taken. A very polite 

homeless person. 

He is dirty but does not smell bad. His nails are 

black and it only makes the white socks in his 

hands look even whiter. Noone is looking at him. 

He is wearing a very long black coat where he is 

hiding a small beat-up portable radio. He needs 

to sell these items he tells me. He needs money 

badly. I lower my voice, to invite him to do the 

same. I ask him: What's your name? 

Greg, he says. And that is when he starts 

telling me his story. 

He sleeps whereever he can find a bed in 

Parkdale, a rougher side of town. He tells me 

he has been to jail, that it was the worst time 

of his life. He has not had a girlfriend since he 

was 22. He has a friend, but she does not love 

him. She also lives on the streets. He is 

heading to the other end of the city. He needs 

to get there fast, he says. He is speaking very 

fast, and does not wait for me to ask another 

question. Everything comes stumbling out. Then 

I ask him if he has gotten help before from 

CAMH, a center that helps people with 

addictions and mental health issues. The center 

is just around the corner. He tells me he knows 

them well. 

Then he starts singing, some rock song, and 

gets up. He has frogotten me, I think. He is 

trying to sell his merchandise to others around 

me. More and more people are now on the train, 

but no one wants to talk to Greg. They all look 

away. They are not even listening to him. 

My stop is coming up, and I stand-up to leave. I 

hear Greg say: Good-by dear, have a good day. 

I look back at him, he is sitting and smiling. I 

say Good-by Greg. Then he says : Should I go 

eat a Grilled-cheese? And I tell him yes, I love 

gri lied-cheese. 

My mother used to make me gri lied cheese 

when I was not feeling well as a little girl. It is 

one of my favorite comfort food. That is the 

thought that crosses my mind, as I step onto 

the street. 

As I get closer to work, I notice on the ground 

a bird just lying there. It is still breathing. I 

can see the soft feathers moving, it is 

breathing hard. It must have hit the windows in 

it's flight. The bird tries to sing, it's beak is 

wide open but no sound is coming out. I know 

the bird wi II not survive. Then I think of Greg. 

I saw two broken birds this morning. They 

were both crying for help but no one was 

listening. 

Submitted by: Isabelle Routhier 



St. Thomas' parishioners 
along with several churches 
have for some years 
generously supported the 
Angel Tree for the 
Stittsvi lie Food Bank. Last 
year we helped make 
Christmas happy for over 
100 children and youth in our 
area through this 
generosity. Once again this 
Christmas Season we are 
looking for your caring 
support as each year the 
need grows. 

This is how it works and why 
the change this year. The 
Food Bank provides us with a 
list of families by number 
with the number of children, 
gender and ages and we 
create an Angel for each one 
to hang on the tree. You 
purchased and wrapped the 
gift and returned it to us at 
the church. We then sort 
and bag them into family 
groups to deliver to the 
Food Bank for distribution 
with the Christmas food 
hamper. 

This year we are being asked 
that our gift of giving be in 
the form of a gift card that 
the family can spend knowing 
the children's hobbies, 
interests and abilities, wants 
and needs. We know that 
for many of you choosing and 
wrapping the gifts with your 
family is a part of the joy of 
giving but assembling and 
sorting the gifts and 
hampers takes quite a lot of 

The Angel Tree 

space and the Food Bank 
operates out of the old fire 
hall on Main Street. This 
year the space they usually 
use to do this is not available 
to them and they will be 
finding and transporting 
everything to a temporary 
location. The use of gift 
cards will help with the 
sorting process and cut down 
on space needed. 

There are several locations 
in Stittsville that gift cards 
can be purchased like the 
grocery stores, Shoppers 
Drug mart, Giant Tiger and 
others. 

There will be an envelope 
attached to the Angel this 
year and once your cards are 
purchased please put them 
in the envelope and mai I 
them into the box by the 
tree at the back of the 
church. We will be clearing 
the box each week for the 
three Sundays the tree is 
up. 

Many of you in past years 
have generously supported 
several children and we hope 
we can count on your support 
again to help meet the 
growing need. 

May the Angel in you be 
inspired with love and 
blessings for the Christmas 
Season. 

Helen and Sue. 



Celebrating the Anniversary of the 150th Anniversary of our parish. 
William Passmore 

As I promised in the last edition of the Peoples pulpit, I would communicate a draft plan of our 
celebrations which will run from December 6, 2015 at which we will celebrate both the 
Confirmation of young people and adults and the 25th anniversary of our new building, until 
October 29 2016 when we will celebrate the 1SOth anniversary of the founding of StThomas's. 

Here are the plans: 

6 December 2015 Celebration of Confirmation of young people and adults and the 
25th anniversary of our new building. Bishop John will be with 
us. There will be a pot luck lunch and reception after the service. 

December 2015 to Concert Series. There will be between 1 and 4 concerts during 
September 2016 his time to celebrate Christmas and different genres of Christian 

music. 
Late winter/spring Celebration of our Irish Heritage: Probably a "pub" night with a 
2016 or Sept 2016 ~quiz. Details still fluid (in more ways than one!) 
Pentecost 2016 Children's festival/event 

Spring 2016 ~outh festival/event 

Either March Break Mission Trip to Central America; March break is already booked 
2016 or end of by another group for March 2016. The choice appears to be 
school in late June Schoolbox in June, Habitat for Humanity or another event in 
2016 March break. 

Late Spring 2016 Ecumenical Praise & Worship event 

~une , Memorial High Tea/ Victorian tea, at StThomas's cemetery, Stanley's 
service Corners 
Late July/August Pilgrimage to Kingston by car with treasure hunt: This would 
2016 !probably be a 2 day trip with one night in Kingston. 
28 October 2016 !50th Homecoming Dinner. This will be a catered event held at a 

local golf club/banqueting hall. The hope is that many past 
parishioners will join us for this event. The Primate has been 
invited! 

29 October 2016 150th service with the Primate Celebrating ; followed by a 
reception in the Hall. 

The following ideas are not currently planned in the schedule: Diocesan event, canoe trip, 

The following ideas remain an option: Dinner with 1866 menu, cost $18.66/person, ice cream 
social. 

The special adult education event will not have outside speakers but may still take place as 
part of our regular adult education program. 

There has been a suggestion that there should be a special outreach program. This will be 
further explored with the outreach committee. Any ideas would be welcome. 

To date I have rece ived 31 response sheets from parishioners . I would very much like to receive 
further input so that I can measure support from the parish. A response form is attached. 
Please return to me or my slot in the church office. Thank-you, William Passmore. 



Celebrating the Anniversary of the 150th Anniversary of our parish. 
William Passmore 

NAME 
PROGRAM GOOD INTERESTED IN !WILLING TO !WILLING TO 
EVENT IDEA ATTENDING HELP LEAD 

Reception after 
he 25th 

anniversary of 
new church 
(Dec 6, 2015) 

150 th 
Homecoming 
Dinner 28 Oct 
2016 

Concert 
Proqram 
Mission Trip to 
Central America 

Pilgrimage to 
Kingston by car 
!with treasure 
hunt 

Ecumenical 
Praise & 
!Worship event, 

!Victorian Tea 
Reception after 
150th service 
(Sun 29 Oct) 

Children's 
festival/event 

!Youth festival/ 
event 

Celebration of 
our Irish 
Heritaae 
Other ideas 

~--------



Canada's First (Nations) Carol 
Jesus Ahattonnia by Jean de Brebeuf 

I was a very lucky child. I had a father 
who read to me. 

Dad didn't read me children's books, none 
were available to us at the time and I 
doubt that he would have read them even 
if they had been. He read books that were 
of interest to him, reasoning that they 
might bore me to sleep while he was 
enjoying himself. His two literary passions 
were science fiction and anything 
historical. Caesar's Gallic Commentaries in 
Latin were a particular favourite, or 
anything by Ray Bradbury. By the time I 
was four, I asked for, and got, as a gift, a 
paperback copy of "The Golden Apples of 
the Sun", by Ray Bradbury. I still have it, 
yellowed with time and as fragile as last 
year's autumn leaves. I have also shared my 
father's life-long love of history, 
undoubtedly as a consequence of my early 
literary background. 

At six years of age, I was sent off to 
school -a horrifically bad school, as it 
happened. There was nothing that my 
parents could do to keep me out of it. 
Most provinces had truancy laws and 
parents who disagreed with how or what 
their children were taught could be 
arrested, fined or worse, but both my 
mother and father did their best to 
counteract what they considered to be, 
racist, blind, pig-headed and amoral 
teaching whenever and wherever it 
occurred. At home, around the supper 
table I was encouraged to discuss what I 
was "learning". One of the things that I 
had been told was that those who do not 
know their "history" are condemned to 
repeat it. My father listened carefully and 
then said "There is something you will not 

be taught in school and it's something you 
should never forget. History is only so 
much fluid prejudice, written by the 
winner to portray the loser in the worst 
possible light. It's often the only way the 
winner of any kind of battle can justify 
their actions." 

I have taken the long way around to Jesus 
Ahattonnia, but I felt that some kind of 
background might be helpful because, 
being Canadians, most of us like to think 
that we know the history of our country 
quite well. I certainly felt that way until, 
some years ago, someone in the 
congregation I was a member of at the 
time, requested "Twas in the Moon of 
Wintertime" at the pre-service singing of 
the carols. I had heard the music before 
and I had heard both the Huron/Wendat 
and the French version of Jesus 
Ahattonnia, but the English title and 
version were unfamiliar to me. 

I was a member of the performing choir 
and as we went into the carol I found 
myself thinking as I sang, "Well, this is a 
lousy translation of the original."- and I 
can remember briefly wondering what it 
was doing in "The Book of Common Praise." 
Halfway through the second verse I 
stopped singing. When the carol ended I 
was able to quietly close my book and slip 
away to the washroom - where I threw up. 

A few weeks later I spoke with a friend of 
mine, Rohahes lain Phillips. lain was a 
highly accomplished individual. He 
composed music for the orchestral harp 
and celtic harp and played both the flute 
and the drum. He worked for the 
Assembly of First Nations (AFN) in 
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Cultural Affairs. He also taught and 
lectured at Carleton University where he 
was the prime mover of an initiative called 
"Crossing over the Invisible Line." He saw 
music as a bridge between many cultures 
and, more specifically, First Nations and 
Euro-centric cultures. He was Mohawk. 
He was also a happy, practicing, tithing 
Anglican, and when I unloaded my fury and 
upset over the racist and historically 
incorrect portrayal of First Nations 
culture in "Twas in the Moon of 
Wintertime" onto his capable shoulders he 
was bemused. He didn't like the hymn 
either, but he dealt with cultural 
"misinformation" on a daily basis and had 
long ago decided to accept that changing 
hardened racial attitudes would be a slow 
process. It was either that or spend his 
life in perpetual frustration and mourning. 
But as a published musician and composer, 
he promised me he would see what he 
"could do ... " 

What he did was "edit" Twas in the Moon 
of Wintertime, and his edited version 
appears on the inside cover of the Advent 
People's Pulpit. It was sung this way for 
the first time by the All Saints Anglican 
Westboro Choir in 2004 and the 
adaptation has been used by other choirs 
since. 

The change may seem insignificant to most 
Canadians who are not even certain about 
the words to the national anthem. But 
words matter. They matter now and they 
mattered in Brebeuf's day. Children were 
the most valuable thing a tribe possessed. 
The natives in the 1600's called Europeans 
"porcupines" because of the prickly way 
they treated their children. Brebeuf's 

original composition indicates that he was 
aware that the native idea of family was 
quite different from the European view at 
the time. The concept of a child being 
born into poverty, hungry or cold, was so 
foreign to the Huron of the day that they 
thought it was a lie. And if a man lied 
about such a thing, what else might he lie 
about? 

Brebeuf was long gone when Jesus 
Ahattonnia was translated into English in 
1926 and there is no doubt in my mind or in 
the mind of others that it reflects the 
political attitudes of the time where taking 
the 'Indian out of the Child' in the 
residential school system was government 
policy. That was a horrible idea that didn't 
work but the legacy persists in words that 
twist our history. Words that hurt. The 
sad irony of "Twas in the moon ... " is that 
in the Brebeuf's day no Huron child would 
have been born "in a lodge of broken bark," 
or "wrapped in a "ragged robe of rabbit 
skin", the entire tribe would have ensured 
any child would be treated like a chief. 
But the words penned in 1926 have become 
a self-fulfilling prophesy. There are 
plenty of "broken lodgings" now on the 
reserves and "ragged robes" as well. 

Jesus Ahattonnia is a part of our history. 
Good and bad. As Canadians we should 
know our history - and as Christians we 
should practice what we preach. 

Rikki Cameron 
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