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A note from the Editor 

It is with great pride and joy that I 
present to you this latest edition of the 
People's Pulpit! I hope you enjoy reading 
all that is in here, and there is a lot for 
you to enjoy, let me tell you! 

First, I want to bring to your attention a 
very important process that began a 
couple of months ago: Visioning Day. You 
will find a very complete overview of that 
project in an article written by William 
Passmore. I encourage you to pay extra 
attention to what we are asking you to do. 
If you missed the visioning Day, this is 
your chance to participate and tell us 
what you think, how do you want to see 
our Church evolve? Fill in the ballot that 
is made available to you, and bring it back 
to us before June 26th. 

The People's Pulpit is back for our second 
portrait of a member of our community. 
This time, Pat McNally wrote about his 
friend John Clarke. It would please us 
very much if this new way of finding out 
about the people we see every week, 
became a tradition. But we need your 
help. If there is someone you want to tell 
us about, send in your portrait and we will 
gladly publish it. 

The children's festival was a true 
success, judging by the article written by 
Bonnie. The pictures and the smiles on 
the children's faces are proof enough 

that this too, can become a tradition at 
StThomas. 

Lots of advertisements for up-coming 
events like golf and corn on the cob ... You 
are all welcome, and we hope that the 
attendance will be high, and the joy will 
be ours. 

I received a short article by a young man 
in our community. Greg is offering his 
services for the summer: Dog-sitting, or 
to do small chores around your house. I 
found this such a great idea that I am 
asking all kids, all youth who want to do as 
Greg, and make a few dollars in the up 
coming months, to send me and email, 
telling me a little bit about themselves, 
and we will gladly advertise what services 
they are offering. 

Again, every article that I receive, I 
enjoy reading. This edition is no 
different. I also included a little visit 
Michael and I made to a church in 
Haliburton on a week-end get-away. Hope 
you like what you read. I sure like being 
your Editor. And I truly appreciate all the 
comments I get from each and everyone 
of you. Last edition, Karen Ann McKenna, 
asked me to distinguish between 'Written' 
by and 'Submitted' by. I have made the 
necessary changes to articles that were 
sent to me because of that request. 
Thank you Karen Ann. It only helps me do 
a better job at editing this little 
newspaper that has become so important 
to me. 

You editor Isabelle Routhier 



WELCOMING THE STRANGER 

(A report from the Diocesan 
Congregational Resource Day) 

On May 7, I attended this seminar at the 
Diocesan Congregational Resource Day. 
Here is a short resume of that day. 

Who do we welcome? 

Parishioners, Newcomers (new to us but 
living in our area), Seekers (those who 
want to meet God or know more of God 
but who might not call themselves 
believers), New to the neighbourhood, 
Guest to a special service, Attendee at a 
special event (in our building but not 
necessarily a church event). 

When do we welcome them? 

Sundays, Weekdays, Rentals 

Funerals/weddings/baptisms 

Meetings/Special events 

What are the roadblocks? 

Change and anxiety 

Unwritten rules (pews for special people, 
is the coffee free?) 

Unclear building-which entrance do I use, 
where are the washrooms, nursery, God's 
Garden, place for hats and coats). 

The people: Are we friendly, sensitive to 
needs? 

Other thoughts 

Do we welcome late comers? 

Is coffee hour easier to attend than it is 
to exit the building? 

Are our bathrooms child friendly (Soap, 
towels, hook for jacket in reach for small 
children)'? 

Does coff~e hour prov1de allergy free, 
pre-packaged snacks? 

Bulletins and Welcome packages 

The presenter suggested that there 
could be bulletins for children 

The presenter has welcome packages 
which are designed for single adults, 
families, seniors, children and youth. 
These items would be available at a 
greeters table. 

Newcomer follow-up 

When does a Newcomer cease to be a 
newcomer? The presenter has a 
Newcomer form which gathers 
information on the newcomer. The form is 
passed to the clergy for follow up. 
Pertinent additional information is 
gathered and the Newcomer is 
proactively and prayerfully followed up 
until such time as they are comfortably in 
the parish or have decided not to join. 

There are many ideas here, not all may be 
for us. It is more than 11 years since we 
focussed on welcoming. While I believe 
that we are doing a good job, there is 
always room for improvement. I would 
welcome your thoughts on this article. 

Written by: William Passmore 



"In a Dry and Weary Land 
Where There is no Water·· 

In many years of gardening, I don't think 

I have ever experienced such a lengthy 

period of dryness in the spring. While I 

have been grateful for the way the dry 

soil is lighter to work with, it has 

prompted much thought. In particular, a 
song by the group The 2nd Chapter of 

Acts, "Psalm 63", has been spinning 

around over and over in my head. In 

Ontario we generally experience the 

lushness of vegetation that comes with 

moisture and perhaps forget how quickly 
a fire can catch and spread when 

everything is dry. for me, that provides 

a perspective on the idea of the gospel 

spreading with the fires of Pentecost. 

While I certainly wouldn't want to 

experience the destructive force of fire, 

I do like the idea of the message of God's 

love spreading with that kind of ease. 

The energy I witnessed at our Visioning 

Day is a small glimpse of what can happen 

when we actively seek God's direction. I 

saw a similar kind of energy as some 
members of our Deanery gathered to 

have an exchange of ideas and 

experiences. It is a useful reminder that 

we can become so focused on what is dry 
that we underestimate the power God has 

to inspire. I hope each one of us can 

follow the direction of the song this 
summer: "Oh God, thou art my God, I 

shall seek thee earnestly". 

Written by: 

Liz Hall, People's Warden 



SWING INTO SERVICE 

Calling all golfers or those willing to try 

the game. 

ST Thomas Church is holding a Charity 

Golf Tournament on Saturday September 
17, at the Irish Hills Golf and Country 

Club on Carp Rd. 

All funds raised will go towards our 

Church Outreach Programs to benefit 

Stittsville and area. 

Level of experience is not important as 

we will be playing a Best Ball Scramble in 

which teams of four will play together. 

Each player tees off and then the team 

all hit their next shot from the spot of 

the best tee shot. Hence the name best 

ball. The team continues to play the best 

ball in all succeeding shots. 

It is called a scramble because all teams 

will tee off at the same time on different 

holes and then follow t he course. 

We are looking for teams of four mixed 

or not. The intent is to enjoy a fun round 

of golf with friends while helping the 

community. 

Entry fee will be $100 per person and will 

include 18 holes of golf, golf cart, a steak 

BBQ and a $20 tax receipt from St 

Thomas Anglican Church. 

There will be prizes for the winning team, 

longest drive male and female, closest to 

the pin male and female, straightest drive 

as well as some special random prizes. 

We will also have a putting contest for 

draw prizes. 

Tee off will be a 1pm. With dinner at 

approximately 5:30 

IF you are interested in taking part 

please contact ; 

Dave Dallaway : ddallaway@amtelecom.net 
613 623-4501 

OR 

Ryan Dallaway: nrdallaway@gmail.com 

613 623-6509 

And look for registration forms at the 
church. 



God" s Garden is a place where the 

faith of our children can take root and 

grow and grow. The more often children 

can interact in a faith community, the 

stronger their roots will become. 

Our children's program encourages 

children of all ages, 3- 93, to participate 

at whatever level they are comfortable. 

Reading the bible, expanding On the 

lessons with structured and unstructured 

activities, questioning and discussing the 

lessons in age appropriate ways, and 

singing and praying are many of the ways 

that God's Garden shares the word of 

God, the love of God, and the wisdom of 

God's love for humanity with the children 

of our parish. 

Our teachers spend many hours a week 

planning, preparing and implementing the 

lesson plans that are directed by the 

Spark Lectionary Curriculum for children. 

Bonnie McNally and I spend many hours 

setting up the class room environment 

and preparing the Family Faith Time each 

week. 

For example, for Pentecost Sunday alone, 

I spent a total of 3 and a half hours 

planning, preparing and purchasing 

supplies for one hour of activities on 

Sunday morning. Diane and Susan had also 

spent time studying the lesson plan, 

choosing the crafts and preparing the 

supplies needed for the individual class 

time. And William spent time preparing a 

thought provoking and fun Children's Talk. 

When I came home Sunday after church, 

I sat down in my chair and sighed. I was 

feeling exhausted but elated at the same 

time. We had given the children an 

experience of the Holy Spirit that they 

will remember. · I absolutely 

love being the Church School co-ordinator 

and I am so thankful for so many amazing 

people who help me put it all together 
each and every Sunday. 



As we sum up this year and get ready for 
summer, I want to highlight the names of 

the many volunteers who are inspired and 

passionate about teaching your children 

the words of Jesus- Let the little 

children come to me and teach them to 

Love God and love one another. Susan 
Smith, Heather Garnett, Diane LaChance, 

Sylvie Dawes, Bonnie McNally, William 
Passmore, Jennifer Stipetic, Lorna and 

Gary Graham. 

May God's love surround you and may our 

church continue to renew, refresh, and 

impassion you to learn more throughout 

the summer. 

Written by: 

Merilee Clarke Church School Co-ordinator 

Time for Coffee? 

A few years ago there were no volunteers 
organized for after church lemonade for 

the combined summer services. That 

prompted a decision to have some of us 

gather together for coffee at 
McDonald's. Since that time, almost 

every week after the early service a 

group of us has gathered for coffee and 

fellowship at McDonald's. Sometimes I 

have what I refer to as "second 

breakfast", and some people have been 

known to linger long enough for the lunch 

menu to become appealing. We all donate 

our coffee stickers and they are taken to 

some of the downtown ministries to be 

given to their clients. Sometimes we have 

been loud enough in the collection of 
stickers among our group that random 

customers have also given their stickers. 

Occasionally our group has been joined 

briefly by someone having a quick cup of 

coffee before they go to the later 
service. I have very much enjoyed our 

conversations which tend to range from 

discussion about the sermon, church life, 

politics, world events, and personal life. 

It is not an exclusive club, and we would 

welcome anyone who wishes to join us. 

Written by: 

Liz Hall, People's Warden 



Greg's Pet-sitting: 

My name is Greg Chennette. You may 

know me from the drama productions, or 

from serving at St. Thomas. I Jove to 

spend time with animals, especially dogs. 

I am interested in taking care of your 

pets over the summer, or any period of 

time. I have had lots of experience 

walking and spending time with several 

dogs (and taking care of a cat) in the 

past. 

I can also take care of jobs around the 
house like mowing the lawn, or taking out 

the garbage. I am available all week in the 

mornings 'till 7:00 (but don't go crazy, I 

still need to sleep), after 3:00 and in the 

evening during weekdays and anytime on 

weekends. 

If you wish to contact me, please call 

613-809-5625 or e-mail me at 

greg.chennette@gmail.com. 

References are available. 

Hope to talk to you soon! ; D 

Written by Greg Chennette 

A note from the Editor: 

Hey ktds! If you would ltke to offer your 

services just ltke Greg did, please send in 

a note telling me about yourself, what it 

is that you wish to provtde: Babysitting? 

Tutoring? Chores around the house? Or 

anything you would ltke to share with the 

St Thomas Community, and I wtll print it 

in the next issue of the People's Pulpit! 

Write me at routhier. isa24@gmail. com 



Do you like HOT BUTTERED 

CORN -ON- THE COB??? 

Then I have an evening for you! 

August 28th St. Thomas is hosting a -

Community CORN ROAST. 

We will be serving sliced Ham, a variety 

of salads, Sliced tomatoes, Cucumbers, 

Pickled beets, Rolls and of Hot Corn on 

the cob. 

Ice tea and lemonade as well as tea and 

coffee will be available. Dessert will be 
ice-cream. 

The price for this feast will be $14.00 

for children 12 and up ( we're all children 

when we eat corn-on -the cob), children 6 

to 11 will be $6.00 and children under 4 

wi II be free. 

Please circle the date on your calendar! 

Funds raised are for St. Thomas Parish 

and their programs. Watch the bulletin 

and newspaper for more information 

where to purchase tickets. 

Written by Judy Dallaway 

People's Portrait - John Clarke 

Written by Pat McNally 

Isn't it interesting that you and I can see 

and talk to people at church on Sunday, 

but really know very little about their 

life? I believe it is long overdue to 

explore the lives of our church family. 

For my part, I thought I would start with 

a very familiar face, half of the Clarke 

duo, regulars at St. Thomas. 

All stories have a beginning, so here goes. 

John was born and raised in the Big 

Smoke, also sometimes referred to as 

Toronto. At age 12, the family moved 

north to Bramalea (or Brompton, 

depending on whether or not you are from 

the area); where at a high school dance 

he met the love of his life- Merilee. 

As his work and school life continued, 

John worked in tires and parts at the 

local Canadian Tire. The next change of 

scene saw him move to Milton. A 



commuter lifestyle developed as in his 

VW Beetle he travelled between Humber 

College in Rexdale, with regular visits to 

see Merilee in Brampton, and then home 

to Milton. 

Having had enough of commuting, in his 

second year at Humber, John and Merilee 
were married and moved to Mississauga 

briefly, then back to Brampton. The new 

couple quickly took on the awesome 

responsibility of becoming foster parents 
to two children. At the time, John was 

employed as a computer systems sales 
representative by Reynolds and Reynolds. 

A company transfer to Ottawa 

temporarily halted their child fostering 

wishes. As they settled into their 4-

bedroom bungalow in Munster, new 

applications were made to once again be 

foster parents. They were granted twins 

for a year, and then an additional infant 

came along. for a time the twins were 

returned to their birth parents. As five

year olds they came back to stay. They 

are Kevin, Shaun and Ashlee, fully part of 

the Clarke family today. 

Flash forward eighteen years, and the 

final move to date brought the clan to 

Stittsville next door to the church, with 

the Clarke's purchase of the St. Thomas 

rectory in 2000. 

Two years before the move, a rather 

dramatic turn of events took place. One 

fine afternoon in January of 1998, a bit 

of excitement erupted in the office of 
Microelectronics, John's computer firm. 

A woman asked to come in the front door 

of the secure building, on a pretext that 

she was looking for merchandise. John 

came to her aid, only to be confronted by 
her 3 burly accomplices, and at gunpoint 

forced access to the building. The 

employees were relieved of their wallets 

and keys, then tied up and blindfolded. At 

their leisure, the perpetrators cleaned 

out the company of its stock of hard 

drives, processors and memory hardware. 

They fled, and eventually one staff 
member got loose and released everyone 

else. Thankfully, their personal belongings 

were located the next day. The gang of 

malefactors were apparently from 

Montreal and well-known to police. 

Sadly, as the Great Ice Storm began a 

few days later, the company was closed 

during that tragic event and never 

recovered, failing completely in the weeks 

following its disastrous loss through 

theft. Over the next dozen years, John 

worked for other computer wholesalers 

and retailers in the region. 

In 2010, John and Merilee acquired the 

Kumon junior school franchise for 

Stittsville. The company operates in 48 

countries, instilling knowledge and 

confidence in its students. They both 

derive immense job satisfaction as they 

help their students achieve their goals. 



John's story took a different and tragic 

direction on Christmas Eve 2014. He was 

diagnosed with cancer, and was faced 

with the prospect of surgery, radiation 

and chemotherapy to overcome the dread 

disease. Almost immediately, a support 
team from St. Thomas was mobilized to 

transport John to his various medical 

appointments, to provide other assistance 

and perhaps most importantly - to pray 

for his complete healing. 

In the intervening months, up to the time 

of writing, John has successfully come 

through two episodes, even involving the 

use of some unique experimental 
techniques. Treatment for a third new 

and apparently minor form cancer is now 
in the planning stages. The fact that John 

has come through a series of treatments 
with minimal side effects has mystified 

his medical practitioners. John does not 

share their bewilderment. He is convinced 

beyond a doubt that his faith in God and 

the prayers surrounding him throughout 

his treatments have made all the 

difference. The war is not yet over, but 

all the battles along the way are being 

won. 

On a personal note, I have had the 

privilege of knowing John and Merilee 
since our arrival in Stittsville in 2012. 

John and I meet regularly with our men's 

post-Cursillo group and have travelled 

together to the annual car shows at the 

Shaw Centre. Did I forget to mention 

that John is also a classic car buff? That 

is another part of the delightful and 
exemplary life story that is our John 

Clarke. I encourage you to get to know 

John better. You will be richer for it. 

A note from the Editor: To everyone 

who is reading this: Do you know 

someone in the Sf Thomas community 

whom you would like us to know better? 

We would love to hear from you. Please 

send me your Peoples Portrait to 

routhier. iso24@qmoil. com and include o 

picture if possible. Just like Pot said, 

we see people every week of church, 

and know very little about them. We of 

Sf Thomas, wont to change that, but it 

starts with you. 

/o 



LOOKING AHEAD ..... . 

Time to think .... SNOW!!! Snowflake · 

Bazaar, that is! It's never too soon to 

begin setting aside gently used home 

decor pieces and small household articles 

(cushion covers, kitchen and dining linens, 

china, glassware, silver, vases, decorative 

pieces), books, CD's and DVD's, jewelry 

and accessories (handbags, scarves, 

belts), and, yes, even Christmas 

decorations, all for sale at our annual 

bazaar. And summer is the perfect time 

to begin hand-crafted items -sewing, 

knitting (hats and mitts for all ages), 

quilting, pottery, art, stained glass, 

woodworking - your talents and 

generosity are greatly appreciated. 

All proceeds will help support the life 

and mission of St. Thomas Church. 

Submitted by Bonnie McNally 

Bazaar Co-convener with .Judy Dallaway 

Kanata Stittsville Refugee 

Sponsorship Group 

The KSRSG consists of seven churches in 

the Stittsville and Kanata communities: 

St. Thomas Anglican, Stittsville United, 

St. Andrew's Presbyterian, St. John's 

Anglican, Glen Cairn United, St. Paul's 

Anglican and Kanata United. 

At present, the KSRGS has received 

approval from the government of their 

sponsorship application for two refugees, 

one from Lebanon and the other from 

Jordan. It is anticipated that we will soon 

have the approval for a family of Syrians 

currently in Lebanon and applications for 

two families from Afghanistan living in 

Tajikistan are also expected to be 

approved in the near future. We are 

awaiting further news about another 

family from Afghanistan in Dubai. Many 

of these applicants have family here who 

are able to assist with all or part of the 

financial obligations related to bringing 

them to Canada. 

t/ 



The KSRSG operates under the umbrella 

of the Anglican Diocese of Ottawa. Only 

38 individual sponsorship spots have been 

allocated by the government to the 

Diocese for the remainder of 2016. We 

have been asking for 12 spots out of over 
300 requested spots from all the 

constituent groups using the Anglican 

Diocese as their sponsorship agreement 

holder. Nonetheless, we continue to work 

with other applicants in hopes that the 

government will make more spots available 

in the future. 

In the meantime, the need locally is 

great. The Centertown Emergency food 
Centre, associated with 21 churches in 

the downtown core, is in a desperate 

situation as they struggle to keep up with 

the increased usage due to Syrian 
refugee families living in the area. KSRSG 

suggests that donations for refugees can 

be best directed at present towards 

feeding those who are already here. 

Contributions can go directly to the 

Emergency food Center or to St. Thomas 

with 'Centertown Emergency food Center' 

clearly marked on the envelope or cheque. 

Submitted by Bonnie McNally, 

Outreach Representative on Parish 

Council 

. ) :) 



Up the hill in Haliburton 

We were on our way to a week-end 
getaway, Michael and I, to celebrate 
our 1st year wedding anniversary. The 
weather was finally starting to get . 
warm, the drive up north was pleasant 
and we were looking forward to this 
time together to reconnect with 
nature and ourselves. 

Listening to music on the way there, 
the windows rolled down, we decided 
to find a -church in the S!'l\all town 
where we were heading, and attend 
the Sunday mass. 
The thought of finding out how other 
Parishes celebrate on Sunday 
mornings was both appealing and 
comforting. Like a piece of home was 
waiting for us, anywhere we go. 

Haliburton is a small town on Head 
Lake, three and a half hours North
West of Stittsville. There is this 
amazing resort there, where we went 
for our honeymoon, and we decided to 
make it a yearly tradition, to go back 
whenever possible. 

As we circled the town, in search of 
an Anglican Church, we could not help 
but admire the beauty of the scenery: 
the lake, the people and the sun. 
Right on the outskirts of town, there 
stands on the hill St-George's 
Anglican Church. We had found our 
church. Services were held at 8 AM 
and 9:30 AM. We decided to make it 
an early start on our Sunday morning, 
and attend the 8 o'clock service. We 

found it interesting that they switch 
to 2 services in the summer months, 
which is the opposite of St Thomas. 
The congregation is enlarged during 
the summer months due to all of the 
cottagers! 

We drove into the quiet town, and 
decided to get coffee _at a local diner. 
The morning air was a bit chilly, but 
the sun shone and we walked up the 
hill to go to church. As we climbed up 
the stairs, we were a bit worried, it 
seemed awfully quiet, but as we 
rounded the corner, a woman all 
dressed in red, greeted us with a 
friendly smile. Carol welcomed us in, 
and told me to keep drinking my 
coffee, that she was just on her way 
to make a fresh pot. The few people 
who were there all came to talk to us. 
All wanted to know where we were 
from, what our story was. 

As we walked in the old church, which 
celebrated it's 15otn anniversary last 
year, the sun shone right through the 
windows, and was inviting us in. We 
found out, one woman had a cousin in 
Carp, the other a sister in the Glebe, 

/3 



in Ottawa. We were amongst family. 
We were told that the reverend was 
away on a holiday, trekking in the 
French Alps. So a parishioner, a 
retired English teacher, was filling in. 
She was a bit nervous, and apologised 
for her nervousness. It lasted less 
than 45 minutes, no singing, just 
praying all together, no communion 
either. It was a good service. She 
talked about the Trinity Sunday, that 
the concept of all 3: the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, can be looked 
at as separate entities, but are one. 
As we were looking around the church, 
we could not help but notice the 
similarities and the differences 
between this church and ours. The 
kneeling benches were more stuffed 
than ours, so easier to kneel on them. 
They had hand-made cushions in the 
front for communion, in nice bright 
blues and purples, again to make it 
easier for kneeling. There were in 
every pew, sanitising bottles, and 
Mike and I thought that was a good 
idea. At the back, chairs were added 
for extra seating but could be taken 
out for gatherings. There were 
shelves filled with books and tables 
for people to gather around inside the 
church for coffee and fellowship. As 
we all stood to leave, everyone wanted 
us to have coffee, and stay for 
fellowship. As we stepped down the 
many stairs bringing us back to town, 
we walked hand in hand and felt like 
we had made new friends. 

Written by: Michael Smith and 
Isabelle Routhier. People's Pulpit Editor 

Children's Festival 

Saturda~ May 28 was truly a 
'beehive of activity' at St 
Thomas as 22 children 

gathered to celebrate our 
150th anniversary. 
Approximately half the 
participants attend our 
church and the other half 
were from the community 
outside St. Thomas. Our 
theme for the day was "We 
are Pilgrims on a Journey'~ 

)lf 



The morning began with greeters in 
1860's dress guiding the children to 
decorate bags for their 'take-home' 
items and assisting them in sticking 
150 butterflies around the sanctuary. 
Rev Jane, in 1860's cassock, started 
the formal part of the day's events 
with an explanation of how long St 
Thomas has been in existence {using 
the 150 butterflies) and what life 
would have been like back then. Mary 
Passmore led the children in several 
action songs. 

The children then formed 5 separate 
groups and rotated around 5 _ . 
different stations. Heather Sulli:v!ln, 
braving the heat outs!de and ably . 
assisted by Matth~w Huht, led. the 
children through the proc~s of 
planting an 1860's garden. With 
Merilee Clarke they painted 
birdhouses and Victoria Pierce 
assisted in decorating T-shirts. Rev 
Jane guided the children through the 
process of following a labyrinth {with 
Bear Paws as the prize!) and Judy 
Dalloway taught them how to make 
Bannock. 

·~~f~ 
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At noon, half-way through the group 
activities, we stopped for lunch. 
Jennifer Tetzlaff had our 'mid-day 
meal' set up in the council room, an 
1860's lunch consisting of chicken 
soup, fresh thick-sliced bread with 
butter, cheese, carrot sticks, berries 
and apples, and o~tmeal cookies. 
After completing the rest of the 5 
stations, the day concluded with 
games from the 1860's (sack races, 
thre~-iegged races) and a snack of 
the Bannock the children had made 
earlier in t~e day dipped in maple 
syrup. · 

It was an a.mpzing.time! The children 
· · (and the adults!!) in the words of one 

of the parents, "had a blast!" Such a 
great way to celebrate our 
anniversary! 

)~ 



A big thank you to our workshop 
leaders (Rev Jane, M~ri/ee, 
Victoria, Judy, Heather and 
Matthew}, to our greeters . 
(BarbartiBpttriell, Sylvie Dawes, 

. ,·:- . . ...... J1'' . 

Michell~ fd.arrfing}, .to. Penny -
GumleY, Ajea~¢, {I(Jfl K,et!irp Watsof!~ 

" '-t;!-.<t--·~· ''t""' .. ... ' ·'. . ' 
Laird, 4Jtdt.ey::1$q'/;Jiti~on (lnd . , · 

_, ~~-~ '· >...: .. ~'- . ,;- :-.::~:)--, . . f< -· • - - •· 

Michelle'Ha'r.dl..l!g·f'<lio shepherifed 

the ch,1,if~~i~on;/f!~e s.tatig{l~ to 
the next; photp,gf_ap'!Jef" Patrkk .. 
McNally, af!~ clc.'Quf.~e, ·Jennifer 
who had our hoon~17oiJr meal waiting 
for us. 

Wrtitten by Bonnie McNally 

~~ 
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FOLLOW UP TO PARISH VISIONING DAY 

On April17 we had our Parish Visioning Day and on Trinity Sunday the 141 visioning ideas were posted 

in the church. Attendees were invited to brainstorm in groups under the following headings: 

1) Personal and Congregational Growth 

2) Presenting the Good News of the gospel 

3) Using our Building Creatively 

4) Serving the Community 

5) Other Visionary Ideas 

They had been rationalised into 20 main themes. The 20 main themes are attached in the spreadsheet 

and under each theme the appropriate visioning idea is listed. 

Please complete a ballot. The voting instructions are on the ballot. Please deliver your ballot to St 

Thomas's either on the collection plate, or by mail or scanned by email. 

Individual Brain storm Idea High Level 

Attraction rather than promotion Attract Others 

Be more welcoming Attract Others 

Help the community to see the building as a comfortable welcoming familiar Attract Others 
place. They might be more likely to come on Sundays then. 

Reach out to all new families coming into Stittsville in all the new sub-divisions Attract Others 

Reach young (single) adults to bring them into the church Attract Others 

Be ACTIVE in inviting people to our ministry Be Bolder 

Be Daring Be Bolder 

Be more demonstrative in our faith life Be Bolder 

Be more visible by community service in the greater Stittsville community Be Bolder 

Embrace tradition, but at the same time embrace change-trust Be Bolder 

Have the confidence in yourself to share your faith openly with others in other Be Bolder 
situations 

Lead by experience and incorporate scripture to fit Be Bolder 

Progressive in congregation Be Bolder 

Smile in Church Be Bolder 

Take more risks Be Bolder 

Trust in ourselves Be Bolder 

Expand park sitting area Building Functionality 

Have volunteer run social housing project (ecumenical) for seniors/low income Building Functionality 
families 

11 



I see a new building on this site, a building with apartments housing single parent Building Functionality 
families and seniors. There'll be a daycare centre in the building, perhaps a 
continuing education centre, a 'life skills' education centre. There'll be a place 
for the children and youth living here, and others from the community, to 
gather, to do homework, to 'hang out'. There'll be a community meal at least 
once every week. Will there be Church Services? Yes, in the lounge, the 
'gathering' room. They'll probably be more casual than now, noisier, more 
involvement from members, but the core, the truth of our faith will still be front 
& centre. I think there will also be a small Chapel where people can go for quiet 
prayer and meditation. Perhaps there'll be daily morning & evening prayer. 
(That would be wonderful!) The building will be very much a community centre, 
in use 24 hours/day, 7 days/week, 365 days/year. How will this be 
accomplished? I don't know, but there will be people living there and among it's 
inhabitants there is sure to be someone to look after children, supervise 
homework, help with the weekly meals etc. - without having to leave home 
which makes all sorts of tasks easier and more enjoyable and professional help 
would be hired where necessary. For those who worry about finances, there will 
be rent coming in (affordable rent). For the rest, I don't know. This wouldn't 
happen overnight, more likely by stages, a little at a time as the need is seen and 
the will to do something exists. I just wish it were in existence now and I could be 
part of it. 
(I see it as a 'co-operative' where, in order to live there, one is expected to share 
in the general running and ordinary maintenance of the complex- the seniors 
would be 'active' seniors, not in need of care.) 

Make church building multi-use space, open to the community Building Functionality 

Open church building to the community or we will have to close Building Functionality 

Update kitchen Building Functionality 

Be practical relevant to daily living Develop Faith 

Become more focussed on what our connection to God should be Develop Faith 

Challenging and broader education programs that welcome all Develop Faith 

Connect with others to experience opprtunities for personal growth Develop Faith 

Discern needs and gifts Develop Faith 

Helping people understand the "God" connection of living in the world Develop Faith 

Improve our faith with discussion groups Develop Faith 

More enhanced bible study Develop Faith 

Nurture the Tentative. Discern needs and gifts Develop Faith 

Series of speakers from people who have been missionaries (public talks) Develop Faith 

Deliberately set time aside for prayer, study and fellowship in community Develop Faith 

Attend other churches fund raising activities Develop Inter-Church 
relationships 

Be Courageous take risks. More collaboration with other churches in the Develop Inter-Church 
community relationships 
Collaborate with other religious groups (once a year for example) to raise funds Develop Inter-Church 
for our community or for a joint cause. relationships 

Encourage Ecumenical services Develop Inter-Church 



Thomas Community 

Try to involve more people in the church to be more active Develop Our St 
Thomas Community 

Use young families to be the greeters, include children Develop Our St 
Thomas Community 

Bring pets to church Educate on Current 
Activities 

More activities with our pets Educate on Current 
Activities 

Visitation at Seniors homes Educate on Current 
Activities 

Bring kids to church Encourage Children's 
Faith 

Make the church different for our children Encourage Children's 
Faith 

Parents and children alike, make Sunday a priority Encourage Children's 
Faith 

Promote our groups more (God's Garden) · Encourage Children's 

Faith 
Schedule children for church activities. It is their church too Encourage Children's 

Faith 
A big youth group Encourage Youth 

Relationships 
Find a room for Youth Group with computer and/or TV screen Encourage Youth 

Relationships 
Get the youth group back in the church all the time (not just for Youth Group) as Encourage Youth 
assistants and sidespersons etc Relationships 

Have a community youth group with all churches combined Encourage Youth 
Relationships 

Join other youth groups, bowling, church visiting, eg cathedral, movie nights. Encourage Youth 
Promote our groups more eg God's Garden Relationships 
Be out in the community (parades,parks, clean up the capital, food banks Engage Community 

(Stittsville) 

Be present in our schools. Partner projects Engage Community 
(Stittsville) 

Bring in topical speakers for the community-either separate from or part of the Engage Community 
service (Stittsville) 
De-emphasize church building Engage Community 

(Stittsville) 
Engage in community activities (not church related) by wearing church Engage Community 
identifiable clothes (Stittsville) 
Get out of building into community Engage Community 

( Stittsville) 
Have community activities, socials Engage Community 

(Stittsville) 
Have daytime social gatherings at church for everyone to attend Engage Community 

(Stittsville) 



relationships 

Get together with all Stittsville churches Develop Inter-Church 
relationships 

Have more ecumenical activities to draw together Stittsville churches Develop Inter-Church 
relationships 

Have more kids activities at the Deanery level. Develop Inter-Church 
relationships 

Invite Richmond and Ashton parishes Develop Inter-Church 
relationships 

Include others-non-denominational Develop Inter-Church 
relationships 

Pair up with a Northern Parish Develop Inter-Church 
relationships 

Present outdoor Christian music in the park on a regular basis to grow Develop Inter-Church 
attendance at these events and towards a church relationships 

Rotating mass deanery service Develop Inter-Church 

relationships 

Support nothern ministries, financial and learning more Develop Inter-Church 
relationships 

Build ecumenical gazebo on our land or at train park. Each church provide music Develop Inter-Church 
once per month relationships 
Reach out to missing parishioners Develop New 

Ministry 

Seniors to take home. They come and prepare lunches to take home. (soup Develop New 
provided on the day) Ministry 

Ask questions of others to learn more about personal improvement Develop Our St 
opportunities Thomas Community 

Be open and take risks. Interact and participate. Give encouragement, Develop Our St 
communicate and invite. Thomas Community 

Communicate with others and engage with others Develop Our St 
Thomas Community 

Encourage Youth Group and Sunday School to be visible in the community by Develop Our St 
cleaning up a park in Spring Thomas Community 
Foster organic growth Develop Our St 

Thomas Community 

Have a meet and greet service, once a month with choir at 9.30am for all Develop Our St 
congregations Thomas Community 
Ice cream social Develop Our St 

Thomas Community 
Less study, more involvment Develop Our St 

Thomas Community 
Open the church at all times with different activities to invite young busy families Develop Our St 
to attend and serve seniors Thomas Community 
Respect individual needs (a person may want a place to worship but not be Develop Our St 
involved otherwise Thomas Community 
Take the time to "really" connect with others in the parish and community Develop Our St 



hour) 

Have courage to change the liturgy. Vision into action Evolve Liturgy 

Have less tradition and formality, have more music and activities Evolve Liturgy 

Have more lively and interactive church services involving all age groups 3-93. Evolve Liturgy 
Have optional evening services that are engaging 
Have one service mid-morning. Sundays united Evolve Liturgy 

Have one service on Sunday Evolve Liturgy 

Have summer 9.30am service Evolve Liturgy 

Have weekday service in the summer especially Evolve Liturgy 

In order to grow we must encourage young families to come to church by Evolve Liturgy 
offering services which appeal, perhaps at different times 

Individuals become more involved in spreading God's word by leading evening & Evolve Liturgy 
morning prayers 

Loved the format of the visioning service. Could be used in many ways to Evolve Liturgy 
generate discussion and sharing during the service. Great communion prayer 

Make services less formal Evolve Liturgy 

Make services shorter by limiting sermons to 10 minutes Evolve Liturgy 

More morning prayer. Eucharist can be daunting Evolve Liturgy 

Shorten hymns to no more than 4 verses, 5 at most Evolve Liturgy 

?? Sundays . Have no choir gowns, less formal Evolve Liturgy 

Update service, more upbeat Evolve Liturgy 

De-emphasize church building Evolve Liturgy 

Host multifaith services Host multifaith 
services 

Visit other places where young people frequent to find out why they are popular Investigate Best 
Practices 

Invite a consultant to suggest how to use our talents effectively Investigate Best 
Practices 

Have more lively music Music 

Have more music and more up to date music Music 

Music? Music 

Open to everyone allowing more visions for thev future NEXT STEP 

Pray every day (from a 4 year old) PRAY 

Combination of pews and chairs with arm rests and padded Reconfigure Worship 
Space 

Get rid of pews Reconfigure Worship 
Space 

Have combination pews and chairs with arms Reconfigure Worship 
Space 

Keep pews. Helps families stay together especially with squirmy children . Pews Reconfigure Worship 
are used to colour on Space 
Move altar forward to have communion rail encircling it Reconfigure Worship 

Space 
Move organ to either side agianst an outer wall Reconfigure Worship 

;)I 



Have seasonal activities on church grounds. BBQ with music, bouncy castle etc in Engage Community 
summer. Snowman competition in winter (Stittsville) 

Help those in need Engage Community 
(Stittsville) 

Invite others to join us. Not wait for people to find us Engage Community 
(Stittsville) 

Invite the Community for non-religious activities Engage Community 
(Stittsville) 

Offer building as a cool off centre on hot days for people with no air conditioning Engage Community 
(Stittsville) 

Offer many (non-church) activities ie open mic, drama clubs, karoeoke, etc Engage Community 
(Stittsville) 

Open programs to outside volunteers-make opportunities Engage Community 
(Stittsville) 

Organize "Good Works" in the community(like Lions) eg work with CAS children Engage Community 

in community and those on social assistance by offereing learning programs) (Stittsville) 

Remain relevant and current in the outside community Engage Community 
( Stittsville) 

Serve God with humility in the community. Listen do not preach Engage Community 
(Stittsville) 

Those who need Christ need our actions not more Bible Study-feed his sheep Engage Community 
( Stittsville) 

We must get out ofthe building Engage Community 
(Stittsville) 

Be more visible in Community in a fun way Engage Community 
(Stittsville) 

Continue with open table meals Engage Comm'unity 
(Stittsville) 

Advertise the events at church Enhance 
Communication 

Have better communication of what is going on in Parish Council Enhance 
Communication 

Improve our signage so that it is more visible and up to date (contemporary) Enhance 
Communication 

Install visible signage Enhance 
Communication 

Let the community know about activities Enhance 
Communication 

Publish short synopsis of PC meeting once a month in the bulletin Enhance 
Communication 

Advertise what we do. "please come in and worship" Enhance 
Communication 

Allow for the evolution of the traditions into more relevant activities Evolve Liturgy 

Be less formal during the services Evolve Liturgy 

Change the service; Praise service. More required. Nothing but music Evolve Liturgy 

Have a mike for the children so the adults can hear their thoughts.(Children's Evolve Liturgy 



Space 

Repaint the church with variable colours Reconfigure Worship 
Space 

Replace carpet or install heated flooring Reconfigure Worship 
Space 

Replace kneeler padding Reconfigure Worship 
Space 

Replace pews in balcony with wheeled chairs Reconfigure Worship 
Space 

Replace the carpet Reconfigure Worship 
Space 

Take out fron section of pews and replace with chairs for more flexible space Reconfigure Worship 
Space 

Put nursery in balcony. Install plexiglass railing to have sound proofing and Relocate Nursery 
visibility 
Use prayer nook to extend as a closed room with view of service as a nursery Relocate Nursery 

Create an inclusive nursery in balcony so that all can participate together. Relocate Nursery 
Organised care and quiet activities 
Install quiet soundproof for parents and young children Relocate Nursery 

William Passmore 



BALLOT 
VISIONING DAY- TOWARDS ACTION 

VOTE FOR YOUR TOP .2 TOPICS Of ALL 20 AS DISPLAYED ON THE WALLS IN THE 

SANCTUARY: 

PRITORITIZE BY USING NUMBERS 1 THROUGH 5: 1 BEING MOST IMPORTANT TO 

YOU: 

TOPICS from Visioning Day Number of 
importance 1-5 

Attract Others 

Be Bolder 

Building Functionality 

Develop Faith 

Develop lnterchurches Relationships 

Develop New Ministries 

Develop StThomas Community 

Educate on Current Activities 

Encourage Children's Faith 

Encourage Youth Relationships 

Engage Community (Stittsville} 

Enhance Communication 

Evolve Liturgy 

Pray 

Reconfigure Worship space 

Relocate Nursery 

Host Multi-Faith Services 

Investigate Best Practices 

Music 

Next Step 

RULES: 1. One Ballot per person 2. Vote on 5 topics only 

3. Balloting Closes June 26th 2016. 



DO YOU KNOW? 

We are at the end of our 
25th Anniversary Celebrations and well 
into celebrating our sesquicentennial 
celebrations. I thought it would be 
interesting to look at parts of our new 
building which were made possible by 
donations from past Parishioners and 
family of Parishioners. 

The Balcony is a memorial balcony. 25 
years ago there were not enough 
funds to finish the Balcony, and over 
time donations were made to the 
memorial fund and the Balcony was 
finished and ready for use. 

Memorial funds were given to the 
Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Jim Gale, by his wife, Hilda; by Scott 
and Anne Brown in memory of their 
parents; Gary Milne by Cathy, Angela, 
Stephanie and Kristina Milne; and in 
memory of Gordon Bradley, Gladys 
Young and Senator William Petten. 
Donations were made by the Anglican 
Church Men's and Anglican Church 
Women's groups. It was dedicated by 
the Venerable Sally Gadd on 
September 28th, 2003. At the same 
time Ken and Joan Thorneycroft gave 
the Balcony lighting in memory of 
their parents. 

The Prayer Nook, too, was made 
possible by generous donations - in 
memory of a loved one, by Isabel 
Hodgins; in loving memory of Ivan 
Drew, given by family and friends and 
in loving memory of Jim Gale, given by 
Hilda Gale. The Prayer Nook, or 'East 
Side Addition' was dedicated by the 
Rt. Revd. John Baycroft on Aprilll, 
1999. 

Our building is full of artefacts that 
remind us of the faithful witness of 
those who have gone before us and in 
whose memory we are challenged to 
continue carrying the torch of faith 
into the future. 

Submitted by Pat Dalphy 



"Out of Chaos comes Creativity!" 

It is very difficult to understand the chaos and travesties in our Country 
that is currently going on. 

Sadly, we have become so judgemental. Perhaps it is out of fear that is 
caused by lack of understanding. 

Perhaps we become afraid of the unknown, afraid of too much chance or 
afraid of our own security. 

I am learning to PRAY in all situations. 

Also I am learning, at times when I am fearful or insecure to reach my hand 
to God 

Be open to receive his Grace, Peace and Love, 
Allow the Spirit to teach me to LOVE, speak peace and understanding for all 

the chaos in our Country. 

I will continue to pray for my Country, my Church, other Christians and 
Myself, for Gods grace, wisdom, understanding and openness to be upon us 

all. 

Keep love and not judgement as a priority! 

Written by : Audrey Robinson 

Summer Service Times (starting on June 26,2016) 
9:00 am The Holy Eucharist 



Our mission statement: 
StThomas sets its heart toward being a Christian home which welcomes, 

encourages and seeks to inspire All People. 
With God's help we strive to: 

Be a community built on unconditional love and understanding 
Nurture our members so they may carry the Light of Christ into the world 

Be prepared and strengthened to live our faith in all areas of our lives 

A lWili1UH Cll MI\U WlllNI Y I Nl r;.u liP 

Bring us your dreams, 
We can make them come true. 

MATI W. WIGNEY 
President (613) 836-6888 

P.O. Box 955 Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 81 

www.wigneyhomes.com 

The People's Pulpit is a great place to advertise) 
If you are looking to get more business within the community, 

Please contact Pat Dalphy for more details: 613-836-3803 



We thank our advertisers. 
Please support theml 

KUMON MATH AND READING CENTRE 

KUMQN" 
Marilee Clarke 

Kumon Math and Reading InstruCtor 

STtTTSVILLE KUIIiON CENTRE 
TEL: 613-831-2577 

1300 Stittsville Main Street #1 08 CELL: 613-591-935· 
StittsviiJe ON 

Littledown Farms 

Certified Orgamc aad 
AD-Natunl Gnss-Fed 

Beef 

No chemicals, hormones, 
anti-biotics or additives, fed 
organically, Gov't inspected 

www .littledownfarm.ca 

Dick and Bev Coote 
7070 Mamfie/4 Road, 

Stiltsvil/e, ON JUS JB8 
Tel: (613) 838-2900; 
Cell: (613) 889-8600 

dcoote@xplorneLco~-~ 

Copyright notice: The People's Pulpit is the official Newsletter of St Thomas 
Anglican Church Stittsville. All material contained within is copyrighted either 

to the author or to StThomas Anglican Church Stittsville. Where this 
newsletter contains third party submissions. it is assumed that this material is 

also copyrighted and that permission to reprint has been obtained by the 
individual submitting the article. 



Role Phone 

Baumgart, Eleanor & Roy Prayer Chair 613-831-4564 

Clarke, Merilee Church School/God's Garden 613-831-7704 

Dallaway, Judith Open Table 613-623-4501 

Dallaway, Nicole Fellowship and Fundraising Co-ordinator 613-298-6670 

Dalphy, Pat ACW, People's Pulpit Advertising 613-836-3803 

McNally, Bonnie Outreach Chair 613-831-0968 

Drew, Tayna Pastoral Care 613-836-9944 

Gillen, Don Choir Director and Organist 613-291-2504 

Graham, Gary Website Manager 613-963-9661 

Hall, Liz People's Warden 613-831-4072 

Lomas, Bob Envelope Secretary, Stewardship 613-836-5229 

Chennette, Shirley Deputy People's Warden 613-831-1214 

McCaig, Bob Bookkeeper and Facilities Chair 613-838-7223 

McCaig, Rev. Jane Incumbent Priest 613-838-7223 

McNally, Bonnie Cursillo Contact and Counter Scheduler 613-831-0968 

McNally, Pat Rector's Warden 613-831-0968 

Norris, Elisabeth Parish Administrator 613-836-5741 

O'Shaughnessy, Gwelda Cemetery Committee 613-599-7125 

Passmore, Mary Cornerstone 613-836-2876 

Passmore, William Member at Large, 150th Committee 613-836-2876 

Routhier, Isabelle People's Pulpit Editor+ member at large 613-831-5058 
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It is important to mark days of significance. They are sometimes 
days of history that calls us up short because of their power and 

world-changing nature but they can also be days that we 
celebrate because of the joy they bring. I hope you have had 

some good days this week. 

Here's a poem. 
I Arise by Mary Austin. 

I arise, facing East, 
I am asking toward the light, 

I am asking that my day 
Shall be beautiful with light. 
I am asking that the place 

Where my feet are shall be light, 
That as far as I can see 
I shall follow it aright. 

I am asking for the courage 
To go forward through the shadow, 

I am asking toward the light. 

Taken from www.churchesinyourtown.ca/articles 


